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THE 


PREFACE. 


0 O N after DrBentley's Difſerrationcame 
out, I a5 calld away into Ireland, 10 at- 
tend the Parkament there. The Publick 
Buſineſs, and my own private affairs, de- 

tain'd me a great while in that Kingdom; elfe the 
Forld (hould have had a much Earlier account of 
Him, and bis Performance. For tho" He ok 
above two Tears to make his Learned Reflettioms 
on Phalaris ; yet Two Months would beve been 
enough to bave ſhown him, that be is but « weak 
Champion in a very frivolom Canſe. 

1 ſpeak not this out of any vain deſign of ferting 
up for « Quick Writer;, bus meerly to avord being 
thonght to have thrown away any conſiderable part 
of my life upon fo rrifling a ſubjet# * which, as Idle 
a man as 1 an, # an Impmtation I would woe wit» 
lingly tie under. | 

1 little imagin'd ever to bave been engag d its @ 
Diſpme of this nature. I «m not over-fondof Cane 
troverfie even where the Points debated may be 
thought of ſome importance ;, bt intrivial matitys, 
and ſuch as Mankind 1s not at at concern dim, ##e« 
thinks it 11 unpardenable. T his,over fince I cane'to 
have any Opinions of my onn,has been one of 'cargaud 
is fill, tho" I amunluckily at preſent brought to ai 
contrary 18 #. But the Cas :5 this —-Dy Beav- 
ley has been pleas'd, with ſome warmth ro fall fond 
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The PREFACE. : 
rhatrF-fome years fince - offer d -ro-rhe World. --Hte 
has taken a freat deal of Good-natur'd pains to 
prove, that I had been very fooliſhly buſying my ſelf 
upon a Contemptible and Spurious Author ;, and 
bag mgae & 444 Pugk much worſe by.a very ill Edi: 
tion i it." I 'was 'very Tang, gphen I appeal 
that occaſion ;, and I appear 'd rather & one that 
wiſh d well to Learning than profeſs'd it ;, and for 
both theſe reafons.promis?d my ſelf good nfage from 
the wen of * more profound Skill in ſuch matters 
Dy Bentley was /erfible that his Criticiſms world 
lie under ſome diſadvantage on this account 1, and 
vherefore, 10 excuſe his makigg ſo free with the 
Edition, was plea®d to make yer freer with Me ; 
and, according to His Breeding, 19 tell Me, and 
all the World, that 1 had ſet my name to-a Book, 
_ which. did not belong to me. | 
+. The firft of theſe Reflettions, had 1t come fiugle, 
I could eaſily have neglettea : had be ſtop'd there, 
1 would have left the Boak to ſhift for it ſelf, and 
Him to the good opmion he has of bis own perfor- 
mANCEs,. without endeauvouring to lefſen it. But 
when be carried his Criticiſms fo far as to aſſert, 
net onlyof Phalaris, but bis Editor toa," that they. 
" neither of "em wrote what was aſcrib'd to 'em ;,- he 
gave me fo plain, and ſopublick an. Aﬀfront, that I 
coutd not, with auy tolerable regard to my Reputa- 
teng quietly put it up. This was 1, much againſt 
my 4uclinations, brought into the Lifts, It was 
ueceſſary for me to ſay ſomething in defence of my 
Self y, and when I-did ſo,] thought it would be judg*d 
proper for me #0 fay ſomething too in defence of my 
Author ; and #0 enquire into the juſtneſsof thoſeCy i- 
rietſms which Dr Bentley has adyanc'd on this oe» 
taſong and which, I foreſam, wow d be look'd upon, 
4+ inJome. meaſure aim'd at Me, tho" they did not 
newly belong t0 me, 1 
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thave not eny where in my Book aſſerted, that 
the Epiſtles, which m— PhalariS's name, are 
Genuine ;, and I am not therefore engag?d to defend 
their Repatation againſt the Attacks of Dr Bent- 
ley, or any other per/on, who, by the help of Lei- 
ſure and Lexicons, ſhalt ſet up for a Critic im this 
point; But, as I have not undertaken for their be= 
ing Genuine ; ſoneither have I, with a deciſive and 
aſſuming air, pronount'd *em Spuriomw. IJexpreſs#d 
my ſelf with that Caution and Reſerve in this mat- 
ter, which I thought became a Toung Writer, who 
was ſenfible, that the beſt and ableſt Judges were 
divided in their opinions about it : and I thought it 
would be a very Indecent part in Me, to make my 
ſelf a Fudge berween "em. 

But I was chiefly induc'd t9 obſerve theſe mea- 
ſures, by the Regard I had for the moſt Accom- 
pliſhd Writer of the Age, whom I never think 
of, without calling to mind thoſe happy Lines of 
| ucretius, 

Quem Tu, Dea, Tempore in omni 
Omnibus ornatum voluiſti excellere rebus. 


a Charatter, which, I dare ſay, Memmius did 
not better deſerve than Sir William Temple. He 
kad openly declar'd in favour of the Epiſtles : and 
the: Nicety of his T aſte was never, 1 think, diſpu- 
ted by Such as bad any themſelves. 1 quoted his 
Words with that reſpett which is due ro ev'ry thing 
that comes from him : but muſt now beg his pardon 
tor ir';, for I have by this means, I find, drawn 
him into a ſhare of Dr Bentley's diſpleaſure: who 
has bereupon given himſelf the trouble of writing 
almoſt four ſcore pages ſolegmly to diſprove that One 
of Sir William's which be has prefix'd to his Aps 
pendix ; and which, to give him my opinion of js 
whole 
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whole Book at once, is the only good Page there. 

I am therefore the rather inclin'd to give Dy 
Bentley's Refleftions a Due Examination, on Sir 
William Temple's account ; upon whom I ſo un- 
bappily occafion'd this Storm of Criticiſm to fall. 
Is truth, for a Man who has been ſo great an Or- 
nament to Learning, he has had ſtrange uſage from 
Some who are Retainers to it. He had ſet the 
world a Pattern of mixing Wit with Reaſon, Sound 
Knowledge with Good Manners ;, and of making 
the one ſerve to recommend and {ct off the other © 
but his Copy-has not been at all follon®d by thoſe 
that bave writ againſt him, in a very rough way, 
and without that Reſpeft which was due both to His 
Charatter, and their Own. 

I will not pretend to determine, on which ſta, in 
'hoſe Diſputes, the Truth lies : only thus much 1 will 
venture to ſay of *em;, that, let Sir W.T. be as 
much out in ſome of his Opinions as he's repreſented 
70 be, yet They, who read both ſides, will be apt to 
fall in with Tully*s Opinion of Plato, and/ay, Cum 
Illo Ego mehercle errare malim quam cum aſtis 
Scriptoribus vera ſentire. I had rather be ſo 
Handſomly miſtaken as He is, if be be miſtaken, 
than be ſo Rudely and Duliy tn the right, as Some 
of his Oppoſers, allowing *m to be in the right, are. 

There was alſo another Conſideration that deter- 
nid me to write. Dr Bentley's Reflettions were 
iderſtood to go further than either Sir William 
Temple, or my Self ; and to be levell'd at a Lear- 
ned Society,imwhich I had the happineſsts be edu- 
cated © and which Dr Bentley :s ſuppo#d to at- 
reck under thoſe General Terms of Our New Edi- 
tors, Our Annotators,,ard T hoſe Great Ge- 
ains's with whom Lear e4thar is leaving the 
world, has taken up her laſt Reſidence, 

By 
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By theſe, and ſuch expreſſions as theſe, with mhich 
bis Familiar Epiſtle abounds, be would infinuate as 
if Phalaris, as flight 4 prece 47 it is, badbeen made 
up by comruution from ſeveral bands, and were the 
Joint Work of that Eminent Body, But in thishe 
does me too great an honour ;, and. I'm almoſt tems 
pted to take it, as T,erence did the agreeable Re- 
proach of Leclius and Scipio's writ ing his Plays for 
him 5 neither to own, nor deny it... . But Terence 
wrote what might have become thoſe Noble Pens ;, 
and therefore did nouury to their Repmtation when: 
he favour d that miſtake © whereas 1 ſhowd be ex- 
treaguly to blame, if I ſhou'd ſuffer a Report to ſpread 
to the diſadvantage of ſo many Excellent Men. 1 
think my ſelf therefore oblig*d to declare,that what- 
ever #he Faults of Phalants are, they are Mine ; 
and 1 alone am anſwerable for -them. There is. a 

Deſerving Gent leman. indeed, mbe had alittle 
bn u.the Direftor of my Studiec,and was then 
Farticular Friend,to phom 1 bave adhnowledg» 
aneuts £0 make on4bts eccaſion.: { conſulted him wp- 
08 4y difficulty, beceuſe 1 thaught it not proper for 
one of my Age to offer ny thing to the Public with- 
our £0n/ulting Somerhody. I wiſh I bad advi”*doft- 
ner. with. hum, for thts my Book mould have bees 
wuch more corrett. But excepting Him, no one had 
4 hand in it ; nay, ſcarce a line was ever ſeen. by 
elſe as | know of, till it was finiſh'd. And 

nom 1 bave confeſs 4 thus much, 1 don't care if Town 
a lartle _ = m—_ yg 1 bave been. 
46497: Whig d to.the Same perſon for his Aſſiſtance 
enahig fois Books up Oxford 7 
as wry requeſt, which in the Places where I bave 

n, were not at all, or not eaſily, to be mer with. 
The Dr may make what advantages 0! this he 
vinpks fit ; 1 afſicre bim, 1 wilinever recr11n ware : 
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for I declare to the World, that I ſincerely believe 
the Dr's Diſſertation is entirely his own, both 4s to 
Matter and Dreſs ;, and that no Friend whatever, 
no not My Wotton hj elf, bad any band i it. 
The happy Genius of ſome Authors will for ever 
ſecure *em from alt Seandals of this nature: Terence 
indeed was fuſpeltea, but Bavius and Mcoeyins' me- 
ver were. -\ Dr. Bentley bai induſtyionſly comviv/ 
to lead bis Reader inro this Miſt ake ;, inagininy # 
ſuppoſe, thar the Conqueſt woutd hve been tos 
for a man-of bis Rank in; Letters, unleſs he engage; 
_ the Hera of 'x"Romance, with great mm a 
' Bur ſome-men have theight the 

roes Jeeeahds were-nory und ſome that wore, 

ken their N pay pc in —_ pf theſe one 
come off but ſcitrvity.. The Dy, oe ſure, would 
bave been made #1y ſenfible of - this' in the rojo 
— bad = been: ner _— him than yay 
to Himpelf, an in, as'ÞFt t it Dechrrvenb; 
between Him nd liens tha hed= 
ed Body. *"T were t vie Be: kg 
Aen, "ai mw ſol fore lower ang ook 

uld be di omt uit of Vſeft go 
Foe: into.ſuch arg? a Emaar _ theſe, 0 The 
D4ſpute beg.an between Dr Bentley, and. MF oth 
Yi fe thas "We Type ſhould wil i. 3 33008 MIA 
I have a Reneeftro' Such as ſhalt give 'rhemfelves 

the- Trouble: of peruſing Theſe" Papers, thats 
would dv Me ;an'Dr Bentley; ES 

are. em, Paragra Para , with Hr Deb 
| a4 anaghph by P = 
ſtdering the Length of theDifyotte 3 bur eſs. 
ry, in order to form a\trut o—_ of joe _—_ 


mAnce. 
a iT 


* 


"TITLED 


LE AE ROE 7 IE IS enbomiongtt 7 


Dr. BENTLEY's Dillertation 
UPON THE 


Epiſtles of Phalaris, &c. 
EXAMIN D-. 

\ R Bentley, 1n the Piece I am about 
to examine, among ſeveral other 
Liberties, has taken this, of wri- 
ting without any Method, Great 
Genius's indeed are ahove ordina- 
ry Rules : butit wou'd :]] become ſo vnknown 
a Writer aSt am, to exempt my ſelf from 
'em; and therefore [ ſhall obſerve a method in 
anſwering him, 

I think. moſt of the ſcatterr*d Remarks he 
has made, in that particular Diſſertation 
which relares to Phalaris, will come under 
one of theſe Three Heads ; They are cither 
ſome Arguments, which he has urged for the 
Spuriouſneſs of the Epiſtles ; or ſome Faults 
which he has found with my Edition and 
Verſion of 'em ; or ſome Matters of Fatt 

B which 
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which he has related, as the Grounds of his 
peeviſh Quarrel. 

Theſe laſt he has thrown into an odd 
corner of his Book, as it were out of ſight ; 
ard plac'd *em in the Rear of all his I earned 
Arguments. One wou'd imagine, by the Poſt 
he has given 'em, that he diſtruſted their 
ſtrength; or that he wrote his Book firſt, and 
found Reaſons for it afterwards. However 
that may be, I think my ſelf oblig'd to clear 
up this Point in the firſt place, by ſetting 
thoſe Matters of Fatt in their true light, which 
Dr Bentley has extreamly diſguis'd : and then 
"twill betime to conſider the wonderful Proofs 
he has produc'd on his fide, and the Xghty 
Miſtakes he has thought fit to charge me with, 


About four or five Years ago, the worthy 
Dean of Chrifchrch, Dr Ald: ich (of whoſe 
College I was then a Member) defir'd me to 
undertake an Edition of Phalaris. I cowd 
deny Him nothing, to whom I ow'd ſo much ; 
and therefore as unfit as I thought my ſelf 
for ſuch a Task, I undertook ir. In order 
to it, a Manuſcript Phalari:in the King's Li- 
brary was to be conſulted, It was of no Age 
or Worth, I heard, being written but Juſt 
before the reſtauration of Letters; however 
it wasa Manuſcript, and therefore not to be 
negleQed ; eſrecially ſince we had no ancient 
Copies, either in Exglard, or any where elſe, 
that I cou'd hear of, I ſent to Mr Penner, 


my Bookſeller in London, to get the Manu- | 
ſcript, and deſir'd him to apply himſelf to 
Dr 


| 
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Dr Bentley, in my name, for the uſe of it ; 
not doubting i in the lealt a read: y compliance 

with ſuch a requeſt, from one of his Stati- 

on and ()rder ; and who belides was at that 
very time in a Le&ure of ſome Honour and 
Profic that had lately been et up by 0. c 
of my Relations : eſpecially, fince the Book, 
which 1 detir'd to borrow, was of fo littic 
importance, that it had ſcarce bee a Favour 
to have lenc it me, it | had -not 25K'd 2 
After an Expecation of many months 
Mr Benzet ſent me at laſt a Collation of pa: 
of the Manuſcript, » ith this acc-unc ; tha! 
he had, with great difficulty, and aiter long, 
delays, got the Manuſcript into his hands; 
that he had it but a very few days, wher 
Dr Pentley came to demand it again : and 
wou'd, by no means, be prevaild. upon to 
let him have the uſe of i any longer, tho' 
he told him, the Collation was not perfec- 
ed : and that he denyed this Requelt in a 
very rude manner, throwing out ſeveral lli»hr 
and diſparaging Exprellions, both of me aud 
the Work I was abour, 

This I had reaſon to take very ill of 
Dr Bentley, and therefore in that part of my 
Preface, where | gave an account of the MSS 
that were conſulted in that Edition, 1 inſer- 
ted thele words, [Collatas etian: -urav/ ufaue 
ad Epiſtolam 40 cum MS” in Bibliothcca Re- 
gia; cuj s mihi Coptam ulteriorem Bibliothecaris, 
pro ſingulari ſua bumanitate, n-gavit. } which, 
conlidering the uſage 1 had had from him, 
was as ſoft a thing as I cou d well allow my 
ſelf to ſay. The Epiſtles were no ſooner 


- 


publiſh'd, but Dr Bentlcy ſent me a Letter ; 
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wherein, after exprefling himſelf with great 
civility to me, he repreſented the Matter of 


fat quite otherwiſe than I had heard it. - I, 


return'd him immediately as Civil an Anſwer, 
to this efftet : That Mr Benner, whom I em- 
ployed to wait on him in my name, gave me 
{ſuch an Account of his Reception, that I had 
reaſon to apprehend my ſelf affronted : and, 
fince I cou'd make no other excuſe to my 
Reader, for not Collating the King's MS, 
but becauſe *twas denyed me, I thoughtIcou'd 
do no leſs than expreſs ſome reſentment of 
that Denial. That I ſhou'd be very much con- 
cern'd if Mr Bennet had dealt fo ill with me, 
as to miſlead me in his accounts ; and, if that 
appear'd, ſhou'd be ready to take ſome op- 
portunity of begging his pardon : and, as I 
remember, I expreſs d my ſelf fo, that the 
Dr might underſtand, I meant to give him ſa- 
tisfation as publickly as I had injur'd him. 
Here the matter reſted, and I thought Dr 
Bentley was ſatisfied ; eſpecially, fincel found 
Mr Bent perſiſted in his account, and ſup- 
ported it with farther proofs; and the Dr 
ſeemd willing to let tie Diſpute drop, by 
his not writing to me any furtlier about it, 
or diſcourſing Mr Bennet concerning it, to 
whom my 1 etter plainly refer'd him. In this 
Miitake was I, for Two Years and an half 
after the Edition of Phalaris ; till at laſt 
Dr Bentley's Diiſert2tion came out, and con- 
vincd me, that he had had Vengeance in 
his Heart all the time. and ſuſpended his Blow 
only till he cou'd ſtrike, as he thought, to 
purpoſe, In this angry diſcourſe of his, he 
cells the World the ſame ſtory (bating a Cir- 
' cumſtance 
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cumſtance or two which he has alter'd) that 
he had told me before in his Letter, His 
words are theſe: A Bookſel'y came to me mn 
the name of the Editors, to beg the uſe of the 
Manuſcript. It was not then 1m my Cuſtody ; 
but as ſoon as I had the power of it, I went Diil-p.66, 
voluntarily and offer'd it him, bidding him tell 
the Collator not to loſe any time : for I was ſhort= 
ly to go out of Town for two Months, "Twas 
deliver d, us'd, and return'd* Not a word ſaid 
by the Bearer, nor the leaſt ſuſpicion in me, that 
they had not finiſh d the Collation. 

Startled at theſe Aſſertions thus reviv'd, 
after a long Silence, and improv'd in Print, 
I examin'd Mr Bernet again very ftrictly and 
particularly, He aſſur'd me, that every 
word he had writ to me upon this occaſion 
was punctuaily true ; and that Dr Bentley's 
account, where it differ'd from his, was en- 
tirely falſe. He drew up the Matter of 
Fact in writing, and ſet his hind to it ; gi- 
ving me liberty to make it publick, and to 
aſſure the World, that he was ready to ju- 
ſtifie the truth of what he had written with 
his Oath, when it ſhou'd be duly rcquir'd of 
him, He added, that Mr Gibſon, the Colla- 
tor, cou'd confirm ſome Circumſtances of his 
Account ; and that his Brother (who was 
his Apprentice at that time, and was ſent by 
him both to Dr Bentley, and to the Collator) 
wou'd have atteſted the Truth of the whole, 
had he been alive ; but he dy'd ſome Months 
after this Matter happen'd. However, if 
his own T-timony, and the Collators, fhou'd 
be liable ro Suſpicion, yet ſtill there was a 
Gentleman of known Credit in the World, 

B 3 Dr 
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D- King of thy Commons, who was witneſs to 
all tf;r paſ'd at one meeting, hetween him 

ar d Dr tentley ; and wou'd, he hop'd, be £5 
" ft to him as to give an account of it. He 
v.asnot miſt:ken; for Dr K;ag being apply'd 
to by a Friend of mine, preſently wrote him 
the following Letter, which together with 
the ſeveral Certificates of Mr Bennet and 
Mr Gib/-#, I here offer to the Reader, 


Hereas the Reverend Dy Bentley has 

thorght fit, in the Appendix t M; 

Wotton?; Refleftions on Ancient and Alodern 
Learning, (p. 66, C& 67) '0 inſert the following 

See the words as Matter of Fatt, [viz. A Bookſeller 
Pai!: A 2t came to me in the name of the Editors, Cc.) 
len 7 rhink my fclf oblig*d to give the World the fol- 
P j- lywmng account, nhere: by / have jaibſully related 

woat "paſſed on that occaf: 

I was employ'd by the = - "WI able AM Boyle, 

(and by bim only) to borrow the MS of Phalaris, 

from Dr Bentley. After about Nine Months 
ſolicitation, it was delivcr'd into my cuſtody, with- 

ont ary time linited for the return of i it, Within 

few days after, Dr Bentley calPd xpon me, 

to have it r eftor d, and Then told me, that he was 

to go into the Country, He ſtaid till I ſent to the 

Collator, and word was bro: ght by the Meſſenger, 

that it was not collated. / then beg'd him to 

let me have it but till Sunday Morning, (it was 

Satur day Noon when he came) and I engag d to 

cblige tle Collator to fit up all Saturday Night, 

to get it finiſIPd. But be utterly refus'd to leave it 

wth me any longer, demanding to have it ſent 

that Day tro Weſtminſter, (which was done ac- 
ordirgly) and not giving me any the leaft ops 

that 
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that if I apply'd to bim upon hs return out of the 
Country, 1 fhowd-bave leave to get the Collation 
perfefted. Theſe Circumſtances I am thus particu- 
lar in, becai'ſe I had occaſion to recollett *em not 
long afterwards, when Mr Boyle's Book came out, 
and Letters paſs'd between him and Dr Bentley, 
concerning the Paſſage in his Preface, 

It may not be proper, conſidering my Imploy- 
ment, for me to add an account of the Reflections 
Dr Bentley was pleas d to make from time to 
time, when I ſpoke to him from Myr Boyle, for 
the Uſe of the MS. He has repreſented me as 
having ſaid to» much on that ſubjett. But, by 
good fortune, Dr King, was preſent at one of the 
Meetings, and heard all that paſs'd there» J hope 
be will do Juſtice 6n t91; occaſion, 


Fuly 12. 


Tho. Bennet, 
16 9 7. 


Very well remember, that 2s Bennet fert 

his Man to me for Phalariss Epiſtles, whil(# 
1 was collating 'em ;, and being unwilling 19 part 
with them, before I had gone threugh *em, I ſent 
ihe Man back without them. But be preſently 
retiirn'd, and told me, that the Gentleman, that 
own'd them, ſtaid at their Shop for them, and 
cou'd not ſpare them any longer * This is the 
true reaſon, why I cowd collate no more of nh:e 


aboveſaid Fpiſtles, 
Witneſs my Hand, 


Fuly 15, Geo. Giblon. 
i6g 7 


B 4 SIR, 


8 


Dr Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 


S IR, 
I Am bound in Tuſtice to anſwer your requeſt? 


by endeavouring, as far as TI can, to recollett 
what paſs'd between Myr B=nnet and Dr Bcnt- 
ley, concerning a MS of the Epiſtles of Phala- 
ris. I cannot be certain as to any other particu- 
lars, than that, among other things, the Dr ſaid, 
that if the MS were collated, it wou'd be 
worth nothing for the future : Which 7 took 
the more notice of,, becauſe I thought a H4S good 
for nothing, unleſs it were collated. The whole 
Diſcourſe was manag'd with ſuch inſolence, that, 
after he was gone, 1 told Myr Bennet, that he 
ought to ſend Mr Boyle word of it ;, that, for my 
onn part, (I ſaid then, what I think ſtill) I did 
not believe that the various Readings of any Book 
were ſo much worth, as that a Perſon of Mr Boyle's 
Honour and Learning ſhowd be us'd fo ſcnrvily 
to obtain 'em.. That ſcorn and contempt which 1 
have naturally for Pride and Inſolence, makes 
me remember that, which otherwiſe I might have 
forgot. Believe me, Sir, to be 


Your faithful Friend, 


and humble Servant, 
Dottors C om- 
mens, Ottob. 12. _ > + 
69 7: William Kinz. 


The 
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The Caſe then between Me and Dr Bertley 
ſtands thus : There ts, 01 the one fide, Dr 
Bentley's ſingle Aſſertion, in his own cauſe; and 
theſe ſeveral concurring Accounts, from Per- 
ſons of Probity and Worth, on the other. 
The queſtion now is (if it be a queftion) 
Which of theſe ought to be credited ? the 
Point to me is ſo clear, that I dare truſt 
the moſt partiai Friend Dr Bertley has tode- 
termine It. 

Mr Bennet, and Mr Cibſon, I think, are ſo 
little intereſted in this Diſpute, that they 
may be entirely depended upon. However, 
Dr King is a Witneſs without Exception ; 
and the account he gives of one of thoſe 
Free Conferences Dr Bentley held with Mr Ben- 
net, is full and home; and I do aſſure our Lear- 
ned Critic, that what ever becomes of Pha- 
lars Letters, this cf Dr King's is not Spu- 
rious. 1 have the Original of it by me un- 
der his own hand, as 1 have the Originals 
too of the other Fapers, which ſhall he at 
Dr Bentley's, or any man's ſervice, that plea- 
ſes to command a ſight of *em. 

And now had I not reaſon to ſay what 
I did, and much more than I did, of Dr 
Bentley, in my Pretace to Phalaris ? Cou'd I 
reſent the harſh Treatment he had given me 
in Gentler Terms than I there made uſe 
of ? Since he had denyed me ſo common a fa- 
vour, and ſpoken of me with fo much con» 
tempt, I was at Liberty, I think, to have re- 
turn'd his Civilities in what way | plexs'd ; 
ard fo have given him any Language what- 
ever that it was not below me to give : _ 

that 
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that is a Reſtraint which, I hope, I ſhall al- 
ways be able tv lay upon my ſelf, whatever 
the Provocation be, 

Dr Bentley then” conſidering all things, was 
really obliz'd to me, for uſing him with ſo 
much Tenderneſs. What way did he take 
of owning his Obligations ? He immediately 
enter d upon the Honourable and Chriſtian 
Deſign of expoling me ; and reſfolyed, what- 
ever Time or Pains it might coſt him, to 
prove, that the Epiſtles I had put out were a 
ridiculous Cheat ; and that I (or whoever the 
Editor was) was to be pity'd, for giving my 
ſelf ſo much trouble about them, I ſee 
Monſieur Rochfaucart drew his Obſervation 
from Nature, when he faid, Ie oftcy pardon 
thoſe that injure us, but we can never forgive thoſe 
that we injure, 

In about two or three years time he had 
atchiev'd this mighty Work, and compaſgd 
a Diſſertation as big as Phalayis it felf,, to 
make his Point good. - There, that he might 
be wanting jn no Inſtance of Humanity, he 
tells the World, that the Edition of Phalaris 
was not mine, but only aſcrib'4 to me ; and, 
be it whoſe it would, that *twas a faulty and 
a fooliſh one : and then tells me too, in the 
fame breath, that nothing of this was intend- 
ed as a diſparagement to me ;, t ſhow his Rea- 
der, I ſuppole, that he had as mean an Opi- 
nion of my Underſtanding, as he had of my 
Learning, He names me not indeed, but in 
his civil way of Circumlocution, calls me, 
That young Gentleman of great hopes whoſe Name 
xs ſet to the Edition, But what great hopes 
cou'd the World have had of a young Gentle- 

man, 
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man, who ſhou'd have ſifferd the Lye to 
be publickly given him in a matter, where his 
Reputation, both as a Scholar and a Man of 
Honour, was nearly concern'd, and yet had 
either not Senſe enough to diſcern the Af- 
front, or not Spirit enough to reſent it ? 
Dr Bentley was not ſatisfied with giving 
me ill Uſage, unleſs he did it in ill Words 
too ; and therefore he has cull'd out the very 
worſt he coud find, to beſtow on me : for 
ſurely no man of Liberal Education cou'd put 
together ſo many unmannerly and ſlovenly 
expreſſions without ſtudying for *em. He 
charges me with Calumny a, weak Detrattiona, , p. 66. 
Injuſtice a, Forgery and Slander a; with the 
baſeft Tricks b, and a vile Aſperſion b, He tells b p- 71- 
me, that a certain Perſon tho? a ſorry Critic, 
was yet a degree above mec ; and, that Printing 
zs a Sword in the hand of a C\ildd ; meaning, = = 
I ſuppoſe, his humble Servant. tel 
He likens me, by a very elegant Simile, to 
a Bungling Tinker mendirg Old Kitrles e, in one , pe 76. 
place ; and by the help of a Greek Proverb, 
calls me downright A/s f in another, The p. 74. 
correQing the faults of my Verſion is, in his 
polite may of writing, the cleanſing of +- 
geas's Stableg and, to carry on the Metaphor, , y. 73. 
he ſays, The firſt Epiſtle coſt him four Pages in 
Theſe are the Flowers, which Dr tt 
has, wiih no very ſparing hand, flrew'd 
throughout every Page almoſt of his Learned 
Epiſtle. It can hardly be imaxin'd, how one, 
that lives within the Air of a ourt, ſhou'd 
prevail with himſelf to deal in fn.h di-:y 
Language ; the Chairmen at St James's, I 
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dare ſay, manage their Diſputes with more 
decency. I find the Dr has not profited 
much by the depende:ice he once had on a 
Great Man, who might have taught him, 
wou'd he have vyouchſafd to learn it, the 
Secret of engaging deep with an Adverſary;z 
without Loſs of 'Tempe1, or Breach of Good 
Manners. 

But he will tell me, that few or none of 
theſe expreſſions were levell'd at Me ; and 
that for a very obliging reaſon ; becauſe I 
am not included among the Editors of Phala- 
715, Let?em have been levell'd 'iat whom he 
will. they are inexcuſable. Chew'd Bullets 
2re not more againſt the Law of Arms, than 
inch ways of ſpeech are againſt the Rules of 
200d writing, 

Dr Bentl:y cou'd not. have taken a better 
way of juſtifying me in what I ſaid of him, 
than by writing in this manner he has done ; 
and with fo liutle of that ZJumanity, the want 
of which I objeted to him. Moſt Readers 
will be apt to think, that he might proba- 
bly always want it as much as they ſee he 
does now. $0 that if I needed further Vou- 
chers than thoſe which I have already brought, 
I wou'd call in his own Diſſertation to wit- 
neſs for me, that [ have not wrong?d him ; 
nor given him any CharaQter, but what he 
has _ been courteouſly pleavd to make 

00d, 
, But Our Critic appeals from me to more 
Equirable Judges ; and tells me, that he car 


produce ſeveral Letters from Learned Profeſſors 


abroad, (whoſe Books in time I may be fit to read ) 
wherein theſe very ſame words [pro Rnganrt 
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ſua humanitate? are /aid of him ſeriouſly and 
candidly. For I endeavour (lays he) to cblige 
even Foreigners by all Courteſie and Humanity ;; 
much more wow'd 1 encourage and aſſiſt any uſeful 
ae, gn at home. | 

But why muſt we go to Foreign Nations 
for a true account of Dr Bentlcy ? I thought 
Mens Chara@ers had been beſt learnt from 
thoſe among whom they convers'd. The Law 
of England is, that every Man ſhall be try'd 
by his Country and his Neighbourhood ; and 
This is not more reaſonable in the Caſe ot Life 
and Death, than in that of Reputation, But 
Dr Bentley pleads to have a Jury of Foreign 
Profeſſors impanell'd to fit upon him : a very 
ſuſpicious Detence, I think ; and which oughr, 
without any more ado, to condemn him. 
Shou'd a man tax'd with ill breeding here 
at London (where he has liv'd all his time) 
produce Certificates in his behalf from ſome 
Correſpondents in Cornwall, or Cumberland, 
wou'd this Plea paſs at Covrt ? Granting 
Dr Bentley's Foreigners to have ſaid thoſe 
things of him which he ſays they have, *tis 
becauſe they are Foreigners; We, that have 
the happineſs of a nearer converſation with 
him, know him better ; and may perhaps 
take an opportunity of ſetting thoſe miſtaken 
Strangers right in their Opinions concerning 
him- | 

Thus much, upon the Suppcſition that he 
has theſe Teſtimonials by him : but L, who 
have had fome deal.ngs with lim, have lear:t 
a little to wiſtruſt his accounts ; and ſhall 
therefore, betiore | n.ake ary mere Remarks 
vpon this paſſage, tcl! the Reader a Stor y. 

There 
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There was, not many Years ago. a Diſpute 
about a Point of Hiſtory, between an Inge- 
nious Gentleman and a Learned Prelate of our 
Church, well know to Dr Bentley, When 
the Gentleman was at a loſs for Proofs, his 
laſt reſort was always to a certain Cheſt at 
Ilcomkitt, where there were MSS, it ſeems, 
never ſeen by any body beſides himſelf, that 
prov'd every thing he had a mind to. This 
preſently put an end to the Controverſie : for 
there was no diſputing againſt Inyiſible Au- 
thorities. How far this may be Dr Bentley's 
caſe, and whether the Letters from Learned 
Profeſſors abroad, which he talks of, may 
not lie in ſome ſuch Cheſt as thoſe Records 
lay in, I will not pretend to determine. 
However, ſince they are MSS, I know his 
Fondneſs for thoſe precious Jewels ſo well, 
that | believe he'll be ſhy of making %m 
publick. Till he does, the Printed Proofs 
that have been given of his great Humanity 
will ſtand good againſt what he tells us has 
been written to him, 

Sure I am, there are ſome Learned Men | 
abroad, that are far from Complimenting * 
him. One of %em, a Man of great note, has 
complain'd to me, how ill he has been ugd | 
by him, in a caſe nearly reſembling mine ; * 
and complain'd in very expreſſive Terms; * 
which, not yet having his Leave for it, I do 
not think my ſelf at liberty to publiſh, | 

Another, that was defirons to have a fight 
of the Alexandrian MS, and apply'd himſelf 
to Dr Bentley very earneſtly for It, met with 
no other Anſwer to his Requeſt, but that 
the Library was not fit to be ſeen; A pretty 
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Excuſe for a Library-keeper to make, who 
had been four Years in that Service ! Ard 
this Inſtance of his Humanity, 1 aſſure him, 
is of no Old date ; it happen'd fince he 
purg'd himſelf in his new Diſlertation, and 
gave Learned Men encouragement to'expet 
better uſage. 

It he goes on at this rate, as we have no 
reaſon to doubt but he will, Foreigners will 
begin to ſuſpe&t whether we have, as we 
pretend, the Alexandrian MS, or indeed whe- 
ther theKing has any Library. 

But becauſe the Dr ſtrongly argues from 
bis being ready to oblige even Foreigners by al 
Courteſie and Himanity, that he wou'd much 
more be ready to do ſo to Learned Men at Home, 
I will add one Domeſtick inſtance of his 
Courteſie too, that my Inſtances may be ever y 
way as large as his Aſlertions. 

{ bave now a Letter by me vnder the hand 
of Sir Edward Sherburn, (a Gentleman cf 
known worth and Learning) wherein he has 
theſe words ; 7 bave ſent Rubenius's Book [de 
vita Mabii, put out by G:evis in Holland , 
and dedicated to Dr Bentley] the bonow of 
whoſe Publication My Bentley hath ungratefi ly 
robtd me of. The meaning of this is ex- 
plain*d in a Latin M+mmrandum enter'd by 
Sr Edward in the Book it ſelf ; where he 
ſays, that he put the MS into Dr Bentley?s 
bands, wnder this Condition, that he fhow'd 
ſend it to Grevius to be publiſhd, lettivg kin 
know from whence he had it, and deſiring h:m 
to make an honourable mention of him, as the 
perſon that had oblig'd the World with ir. The 
Edition came out, it was dedicated to Dr Bent- 
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ley, the honour of the Publication given to him 3 
and not one word of Sir Edward Sherburn ſaid 
init. The Sophiſts are every where pelt- 
ed by Dr Bentley, for putting out what they 
wrote in other Mens names ; but 1did not 
expect to hear ſo loudly of it from one that 
has ſo far cutdone *em : For, I think, *tis 
much worſe to take the honour of another 
man's Book to one's ſelf, than to entitle ones 
own Book to another man, 

But Grevizs, it may be, was in fault : and 
forgot tod: Sir Edward Sherbirrn juſtice, *Tis 
hardly to be imagin'd he cou'd, had Dr Bent- 
ley told him plainly, that the MS was put 
into his hands under that expreſs Condition : 
But if the Dr only gave ſome light inti- 


mation of it, Grevius might indeed forget to 


do what he did not know whether it werein 
good earneft expeCtted -f him, or not, 

But ſuppoſing the Original Omiſſion to have 
lain wholly at Grevizss door, yet how came 
the Dr to be ſo very quiet under it after- 
wards ? Why did he not ſend immediately 
to Sir Edward Sherburn to excuſe it ?. Why 
did he not take care to have this Negle& 
repair'd in the next Holland Journal ? No- 
thing of this was done; and therefore, ſhou'd 
the Dr not have been the willing occaſion 
of the Miſtake, yet at leaſt he was very wil- 
ling that it fhou'd prevail, 


Upon a view of this ſtory, I am apt to re- 
tract my Suſpicions about Dr Bentley's Letters 
from Learned Profeſſors. He may perhaps 


have Teſtimonials of his Courteſie by _ 
it 
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if he ſticks at no method of procuring 'em : 
By ſuch Arts as theſe 'tis cafie for a Man to 
get a Reputation of Humaznity abroad, with- 
out deſerving to be much commended for 
his Honeſty at home. ”Tis an hard word, 
and which I ſhould not eaſily allow my ſelf 
to uſe, but that I think 1 may take a grea- 
ter Liberty in another man's behalf, than in 
my own, 

By Dr Bentley's way of treating Sir William 
Temp'e, Sir Edward Sherburn, and my ſelf, one 
would imagine, that he had vow'd hoſtility 
to all Gentjemen pretending to Letters; that 
he thought they broke in upon aTrade,which 
none . but thoſe of the Body corporate of 
Profteſs9?d Scholars ought to deal in ; and ſo, 
looking upon 'em as the Eaſt-India Company 
does upon Interlopers, was reſolv'd to uſe 'em 
accordingly. 

By this time the Reader is able to judge, 
how far my Character of Dr Bentley ſuits him, 
and how far he might juſtly expe&t to have 
that Character publickly given him ; whether 
his Humanity be Singular, or not, and whe- 
ther my Opinion be Singular concerning ir. 
| hope I have now ſet the Matters of Fatt in 
a true light ; I have only ſome few Re- 
marks to add on ſome Paſſages in the Sto- 
ry which Dr Zen!y tells of this matter, in 
which either his Memory, or his Sincerity 
fail'd him, 

He begins his Account with a great (and 
I had almoſt {aid a wiltul) Miſtake : He fays, 
L have told the World in my Preta-e, thar: 
I had Collated the King's MS as far as the 4Ot!: 
Epiſtle, and would have done fo throughour, bus 
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that the Library Keeper, &c, Whereas | 
told the World, not that had Collated that 
MS, but that 1 had taken care to get it Col- 
lated : My words arc, Collatas ettam ['vIZ. 
Epiſtolas] crravi cum MS? jn Bibliothecs Re- 
gia, CC. 

The Difference here, as ſlight as it may 
ſeem, is material ; and Dr Bentley, one may 
gueſs, was awarc of it. He ſaw yery well, 
that, unleſs I was repreſented as haying col- 
lated the King's MS my elf, he could not 
well lay the Miſtakes of the Collation upon 
me ; which he was reſolv*d however to do 
to the utmoſt, and therefore gave that con- 
venient Turn to his matter of Fact at the En- 
trance, which might beſt ſerve to counte- 
nance his Criticiſms that follow, 

With this view, he makes an unfair and 
broken citation of my words in the Mar- 
gin ; placing there only thus much out of my 
Preiace, [1S$® iz Bibliotheca Regia, cus mihi 
copiain ulteriorem Bibliothecarins, pro ſingulart 
ſua bumanitate negavit.] and taking no notice 
of the words that introduce theſe, [[Collatas 
C1411 CUYAUL crm | without which the Sen- 
tence 1s impertect, and unintelligible. 

Dr Bentley cou'd not have given us a bet- 
ter Earneſt of his Integrity, at his firſt ſet- 
ting out : The reſt of his Account, we ſhall 
find is wrote with the ſame degree of Truth 
and Fairneſs. The trae Story (ſays he) ts thus : 
A Bookſeller came to me in the name of the Edi- 
tors, to beg (he would ſay, deſire) the uſe of 
the 74S. He knows very well, that Mr Ben- 
net went to him in my name only ; Mr Ben- 
net himſelf is poſitive in the: point - but leaſt 
the 
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the Dr ſhould deny it, I have, by g:-4 luck, 
preſerv'd ſo much of his Leiter by me, #5 re- 
lates to this Particular. There he was 
pleagd to uſe theſe Civil Expreflions : 4- 
Bennet defir'd me to lend him the Manuſcript 
Phalaris, to be Collatcd, becauſe a Torng Gen- 
rleman, Mr Boyle of Chriſt-church, was going 


to publiſh it. 1 told him, that a Gentleman 0; 


that Name and Family, to abich I had ſo many 
Obli gations, and ſhowd always have an honour 
for, might command any Service that lay in my 
Power. But now he ſays, that Mr Bennet 
came to him in the Name of the Editors. 
How came I to be multiply'd at this rate ? 
unleſs he has recolleQted himſelf ſince, and 
remembers the little Circumſtances of this 
Tranſa&tion better at two or three Years 
diſtance, than he did immediately after it 
happend. 

He proceeds in his Tre Story.— It was nt 
then in my Cuſtody , but as ſoon as J had the 
power of it, 1 went voluntarily, and offer'd it 
him. What he means by its nor being in bis 
Cuſtody , whether that he had lent it to 
ſome-body elſe, or that he was not yer .fully 
enter'd on his Office, or that he had it nor 
in his Pocket; mult ve a Secrer, til} he plca- 
ſes to explain himſelf. Whatever his mean- 
ing be, the Reader is defir'd to take notice, 
that there was about Nine Months Sol'citati- 
on us'd to procure it : A longer time than 
he needed to retricve it out of the Hands 
of Thoſe to whom he might have lent ir. 
or than the Ceremony of his Inavgauration 
to his Library-keeper's Place cou d require, 
I'm ſure he was mach nimbler with my Col- 
: GC 92 lator; 
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lator ; for, inſtead of Nine onths, he would 
not allow him Nine Days time to peruſe ir 
in, 
His next words are, bidding him tell the 
Collator not to loſe any time, (which, tranſla- 
ted into Engliſh, is, bidding him let the Colla- 
tor know, that he muſt not loſe any time) for I 
was fhortly to go out of Town for two Months. 
T his, T have reaſon to think, is pure FiQi- 
on ; Mr Bennet remembers nothing of it : 
but he very well remembers, that when the 
Dr came to demand the MS of him agen, 
he then told him, he was to go info the 
Country, and gave that for his reaſon why 
he could allow him no further time to col- 
late it in. It was a mighty Treaſure it 
ſeems, the Credit of. the Kings Library de- 
pended on the Alexand: ian MS, and That; 
and therefore he would not truſt it out of 
thoſe Walls a day longer. Beſides, (which 
is a Circumſtance, that tho* Dr Bentley has, 
yet Dr Kin; has not forgotten) had it been 
collated, it would have been worth nothing- for 
the future. This wes an Objcation not to be 
got over ; eſpecially ſince Mr Berner had no 
Orders from me to take the proper way of 
removing it. 

It follows, twas deliver'd, us'd, and return'd x 
rot a word ſaid by the Bearer, nor the leaſt 
ſuſpicion in me, that they had not finiſh'd the Col- 
lation, This is roundly averr*d ; but the Rea- 
der has Mr Bennet's, and Mr Gibſon's Certifi- 
cates ; and, after comparing 'em with this 
Paſſage, may believe as he thinks fit. 
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Welt, (ſays he, ) che Collation, it ſeems, was 
ſent defettive ro Oxon, and the blame, 1 ſup- 
poſe, laid upon me, Does he only ſuppoſe -It ? 
Did not l poſitively *write him word, that 
it was laid upon him, and fo laid upon him, 
that I was oblig'd *to take notice of it ? 
But he is to be excus'd for forgetting what 
1 wrote to him, when it appears, that 
he has forgot what "He himſelt wrote to 
me, 
After a ſew Months, out comes the new Edj- 
tion, with this Sting in the mouth of it. *I'was a 
Surprize indeed to find there, that our MS was not 
peru?d., Our M) / that is, His Majeity's and 
Mine, I thought indeed by the Price Dr Bent- 
ley ſet up3n the MS, he fanſied himſelf to have 
{ome Interelt in it - He ſpeaks out now, 'tis 
no longer the King's, but Ow 24S, 3. e. 
Dr Bentley's and the King's in common : An 
Expreſſion as much too familiar for a Li- 
brary-keeper, as Ego & Rex Mews was for a 
Cardinal. I will not, for the future, fo 
nicely obſerve his Indecencies, ſince I find 
he is ſo general and undiſtinguiſhing in 
em, 

"Twas a Surprize indeed to find there, that 
our MS was not perusd. Cold they not have 
asRd for it agen then after my Return ? Yes, 
I could, Sir, and have been deny'd it again ; 
which I was not very willing to veature. 
I neither thonght my Self ſo Little, nor 
Dr Bentley ſo Great, nor the MS fo conſi- 
derable, that 1 izould make a ſecond Ap- 
plication for it, after ſuch a Repulſe ; no, 
not tho? I had been ſure of obtaining it . 
much leſs could I ever think of asking it 

C 3 agen, 
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agen, when, by what Mr Benzer had told me 
| had all the reaſon in the World to think, 1 
ſhonld be again deny'd it. 

Bt there is a reaſon for every thing, (ſays the 
Dr) and the Myſtery was ſoon reveal'd | A 
pretty decent Phraſe on fo light an occaſion, 
but this 1s not the only inſtance, where the 
Critick has got the better: of the Divine, 
Wet, but how was the Myſtery reveal'd ? 
why, He had the hard Hap, i Jeems, in ſome 
private Converſation, to ſay, that the Epiſtles 
were ſpurious, and unworthy of a new Edition ; 
Hire Ille Lachryme. If he faid this, as he in- 
timates he did, at Oxford, where the Book was 
then printing, he faid a very uncivil thing ; 
and what, in his Dialet, he terms his Hard 
#1.p, other People would be apt ro call his 
It Breeding. However, I ſeriouſly declare | 
was utterly a ſtranger to this Diſcourſe of 
his, till he told me of ir in Print. 1 might 
hear, perhaps, of his being in Ox/&rd; but 
I had heard too much of his Diſcourſe with 
Mr Ber.net, to be curious in making any En- 
quiries into his private Converſation. 

The Reader will excule this Tedious Ne- 
ſcart on Dr Bentley's Relation of Matter of 
Fact. The true Story of our AM1S was a Point 
of importance: my Honeſty was concern'd 
in this part of the Diſpute, the reſt only 
zonches myg Learning, Having therefore, l 
hope, juſtified my ConduCt where it moſt be- 
came me to do it, the Matters of pure Cri- 
ticiſm will give me no concern, Im ſure, 
tho” they may put me to ſome little Trouble. 
{ ſhall enter upon em with the indifference 
of a Gameſter, who plays but for a trifle, 
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which *tis much the ſanie to him whether he 


wins or loſes. | 

I ſhow'd now fall cloſely to my work, the 
Aythority of Phalariys Epiſtles, but that there 
is an Introdu@tion of Dr Bentley's that lies in 
my way, and muſt firſt have a Reflection or 
two beſtow'd upon ir. 

He begins it with telling ns, that Mr 
Wotton, by the power of a long Friendſhip be- 
rween 'em, engag'd bim to write it. 

I hope Mr Woetrron will let the Publick 
know, that he neither engag'd his Friend to 
write upon this Subje&t in this manner, nor 
approv'd of theſe Diſcourſes, when written : 
which the World will prefame him to have 
d-ne, till the contrary appears; and till he 
has diſclaim'd Dr Bentley's attempt as pub- 
Iickly, as he now ſeems to countenance and 
avow it. *Tisa little ſtrange, that Mr Wortor 
in a ſecond Edition of his Book, which he had 
diſcretly taken care to purge of moiſt things 
that look'd like il manners in himſeif, ſhou'd 
be prevaiPd upon to allow a place to the 11! 
Manners of another man. But | hear, and I 
am not unwilling to think, that Mr Wrerroz 
receiv'd this Preſent at a venture from Dr 
Bentley, and let it be printed, without giving 
himſelf the trouble of reading ir. And I the 
rather fall in with this account, becavf* | find 
Mr Wotton in his Book * zealouſly vinicating 


the Ag: from the Imputation of PedJntry ; & 4:c. 


and aſſuring us, that tho* the Citation of 
Scraps of Latin, and a nauſeous oftentation cf 
Reading were in faſhion Fiſty or Sixty Years 
ago, yet tiiat all that is now in a great mea- 
larediſus'd. Which, 1 ſuppoſe, he would ne- 
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ver have done in ſome of the laſt Pages of 
his Book, if he had then known of the Diſſer- 
tation that immediately follows it. 

A Gentleman of my acquaintance was 03- 
ſerving to mc, what a Motly, Unequal'work, 
theſe two Pieces make, as they now lie to- 
gether. Mr or: (ſaid he) in his RefleCtions 
takes in the whole compaſs of Ancient and 
Modern Learning ; and endeavours to ſhow 
wherein either of ?em has becn defettive, 
and wherein they have excell'd. A Large 
Deſign, fit for the Pen of my Lord' Bacon ! 
and in the well executing of which any one 
Man's Life would be uſefully ſpent ! Dr 
Bentley comes after him with a Diſſertation, 
half as big as his Book, to prove, that 
three or four ſmall Pieces aſcrib'd to ſome 
of the Ancients, are not {ſo ancient as they 
pretend to be : a very inconſiderable point ; 
and which a wiſe man would grudge the 
throwing away a weeks thought upon , if 
he could gain it ! and what then ſhall we 
ſay of Him, that has ſpent two or three 
years of his lite, to loſe it? Mr JJ's Mo- 
tive to write was, he tells us, a piece of 
Publick Service that he hop'd he might do 
the World ; Dr Bentley's plainly a private 
Picque, and ſuch as *rwas utterly unfit for 
him to a@ upon, cither as a Scholar or a 
Chriſtian ; much more, as he was one in 
H-ly Orders, and that had undertaken the 
publick defence of Religion. Mr If, (con- 
tinved he) is modeſt and decent; ſpeaks ge- 
nerally with reſpe& of thoſe he differs from, 
and with a due diſtruſt of his own Opil- 
nions - Dr Bentley is Poſitive, and Pert ; has 
no 
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no regard for what other men have thought 
or ſaid, and no ſuſpicions that he is fallible, 
Mr }'s Book has a Vein of Learning run- 
ning through it, where there is no oftenta- 
tion of it : Dr Bentleys Appendix has all 
the Pomp and Show of Learning, without the 
Reality. In truth (ſaid he) there is ſcarce 
any thing, as the Book now ſtands, in which 
that and the Appendix agree, but in com- 
mending and admiring Dr Bentley ; in which 
they are ſo very much of a Piece, that one 
would think Dr Beztley had writ both the 
one and the other. 

But leaving theſe two Friends to the Plea- 
ſure of thair mutual Civilities, I ſhall go 
on to the reſt of my remarks on Dr Bent- 
leys Introduttion. After telling us then at 
whoſe Inſtance he wrote this famous Piece 
of Criticiſm, he begins to give us a caſt of 
bis skill in the Point, Sir W. Temple had ob- 
ferv'd in favour of the Ancients, that ſome 
of the Oldeſt Books we have are the beſt in 
their kinds, To this Dr Bentley replies, That 
ſome of the Oldeſt Books are the beſt in their kinds, 
the ſame Perſon having the Dovble Glory of In- 
vention and Perfeftion, is a thing obſery'd even by 
ſome of the Ancients, And for this he very 
learnedly quotes D:on Chryſoftome : Bur then 
(ſays he) the Anthors they cave this Honour to, 
are Homer and Archilochvs, one the Father of 
Heroic Porm , and the other of Epode and 
Trochaic, 7. 7, What he mcans by faying 
that this h:4 been obſerv*d cvea by ſome of 
the Ancients, 15 not calic to apprehend, nor 
why he quotes Din Chryſs;{{:me for it, whoſe 
Authority either in this, or any other caſe, is 

y nor 
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not very conſiderable ; and who beſides does 
not ſay that for which he's produc'd : eſpeci- 
ally when there is an approved Writer more 
- ..cient than Dijon, that has direQtly ſaid that 
for vw hich 7618 improperly brought. Dion, 
in tue Qration quoted, after a tedious infipid 
Excruium about the different t:!;nts of prai- 
fing and diſpraiſing, takes occalicn from thence 
10 mention Homer as the famous Parent of 
Panepyrick, as Archilochus was of Satyr ; and 
prefers 'em to all others in their way. But 
he has not a word rhere about the Oldeſt Books 
veirg the beſt in their kind, or of the Double 
Glory of inventing and perfifting ;,, for which 
Dr Bentley gravely prodnces hum. But tho? 
Dima ſays nothing of this, Velteirs Paterculus 
does: Non quengram alt:tm (lays he) cujus operis 
primes Authyy fuerit , in © perfettiſſumum re- 
reriemus preter Homernm © Archilocum. Lib. 
1 Cap. 5. *Tisalittle odd, methinks, that 
Dr Bentley, who profelles in this Piece of his 
to give Battel to Sophiſts and Sophiſtry, and 
to decry %*em as a company of illiterate Scrib- 
Jers, ſhould yet think fit to grace the very 
Entrance of his Work, with vouching the 
Authority of as errant a Sophiſt and De- 
claimer asever was ; and with vouching him 
for what he really did not ſay ; and for what 
had been ſaid by a much better hand, before 
him. But great Scholars have very particular 
ways with 'em. 


Dr Bentley £0es On : But the choice of Pha- 
:aris and Xſop, as they are now extant, for the 
two great and inimitable Originals, 1s a pucce of 
*ritteifm of a Peculiar C ompiexion, ard muſt pro- 
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ceed from a ſingularity of Palate and Tudg- 


ment. 

For eAſop it will be time enough to ac- 
count, when 1 come to the entire Diſſerta- 
tion that concerns him. But as to Phalarss's 
Epiſtles, many learned menof different Ages 
and Countries, have been profeſ9d admirers 
of *erm ; never any man, till the Judicious 
Dr Bentley aroſe, pretended to deſpiſe 'em : 
even thoſe Criticks of late days, who ſuſpe- 
Red their being Genuine, yet allow*d 'em to 
be finiſh'd things in their way, and excel- 
lently well counterfeited. And therefore the 
value which Sir W. Temple profeſles for 'em 
cannot. be faid to proceed from a Singulari- 
ty of Palate and Judgment : at leaſt this ought 
not to be ſaid by him, who but four Pages 
afterwards lets us know, that Srobens eſteen?d 
'em {© highly, as to inſert ſome of %m into 
his Judicious Collections ; and that Suidas 
rerms 'em "'Emmady fauuane: mvrv, moſt admira- 
ble Letters. Sir W. Temple, one would have 
thought, might have been ſecur'd from the 
imputation of Singularity by the concurring 
Judgments of two ſuch men, for whom, we 
may be ſure, Dr Bentley on any other occaſion 
would have had a particular regard; the one 
an eminent Common-placer, and the other a 
no le eminent DiQionary-writer, *j1s a 
pleaſant Reflexion to conſider that Dr Bent- 
ley, at. the ſame time that he is paſſing this free 
Cenſure on Sir W. Temples Palate, is himſelf 
advancing an Opinion contrary to the ſenſe 
of all Mankind that had ever written before 
him. Will not a modeſt Reader, on this oc- 

caſion, 
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caſion, be apt to ſay, that both the Critz- 
tihn and the Critic L090 are of a Peculiar Com- 
[ textom ? 
H2 forgets, I believe, when and where a 
c:r:3i1 Critic of our times maintain'd, that 
Hoid and Mrnilies were the only two Poets 
that had wit among the Ancients. A very 
extraordinary piece of Criticiſm! and which, 
doobileſs, proceeded not from any /ing-larity 
of Palate and Judgment ) ?Tis juſt as if I hould 
fay, that Sir WW Temple and Dr. Bentley are 
the two beſt-bred Writers living ; or, to put 
tt 11to the Dr's more learned and polite way, 
That Nireus and Therfitcs were the only two 
im9c min that repair'd tn the Serge of Ilum, 
Mainilins writes with juſt as much wit as Dr 
Bentley does with 1ndeſty : only the difference 
'3, that Manilings ſubjett world not admit of 
1+; and therefore he might have it, for 
aught we know, tho he did not ſhow it : 
whereas Dr Bentley's ſubject, (which is gene- 
rally Himſelf) does not only admit of m9deſty, 
ur require it. 

The reſt of Dr Bentley's Preamble is taken 
ap in giving us an acconnt how ſpurious Books 
-ame to prevail upon the World, He ſays, 
This was a prattice almnſt as old as Letters ;, but 
*hat ir chiefly prevail'd, when the Kings of Per- 
21mus 2:4 Alexandria, OE one another in 


che Magnificence and Copionſneſs of their Libra- 


ries, gave great Rates for any Treatiſes that car= 
ried the names of Colebrated Authors ;, and this 
4e proves out of Galen upon Hippocrates, de 
Flatnra Mominis, 


There 
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There are other Old Writers that tel! this 
Story, and tell it more truely, than Galen did, 
tho' a Native of Pergamus. He poſitively af- 
firms, in favour of the Point he is proving, 
that till the time of theſe Rival Princes, 
there was no ſuch thing as a ſpurious Book 
in the World; which is neither true, nor a- 
greeable to what Dr Bexley tells us in the cale, 
that rhe Prattice of forging Books was almoſt as 
Old as Letters. Here therefore, as before in 
the caſe of Paterculys, Dr Bentley ſhould have 
contented himſelf with vouching appoſite , 
tho? common Authorities; and not have gone 
out of his way to have fetch'd in a witnefs, 
that after all, ſpeaks againſt him. Bur he 
loves to ſurprize and dazle his Reader - for 
who would expett to ſee a polat of Hiſtory 
ſetI'd out of a Phyſician ? 

I thought indeed Quotation had been the 
Dr's peculiar Province : and that either he 
could manage that to advantage, or nothing. 
But theſe two awkward Proofs out of Dior 
Chryſoſiome and Galen (the very firſt he has 
produc'd) have ſhook my opinion of him even 
in this Reſpet. As we go further, we ſhall 
ſe clearlier what to judge of him, 


I will detain the Reader no longer in thc 
Approaches to our Argument , than till ! 
have deſir'd him to joyn with me in his 
thanks to Dr Bentley, for the Intimation he 
has given us of a certain Supplement to 7-- 
troninus found at Buda; He does nor, 1 fup- 
poſe, mean that from Alba Greca, which any 
of his Dictionaries would have told him was 
Latin, not for Buda, but Belgrade : andthere- 
fore 
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fore I conclude, that this muſt be ſome nevy 
diſcovery, which Dr Bextley has had earlier 
notice of, than the reſt of the learned World; 
and that in time he will oblige us with a fur- 
ther account of it. 


R Bentley having declar'd open War 
againſt Phalaris, and all his Party, and 
having in his own Opinion gain'd the Vito- 
ry, thought that the more Captive Criticks 
there were to follow his Chariot wheels, the 
more glorious would his Triumph be : He 
begins therefore with giving us an account of 
the number and ſtrength of the Enemy he 
engages. He tells us, that the Epiſtles have 
been admitted as Genuine, ever ſince Srobeu,s 
time ; that he has quoted 'em thrice ; that 
Suidas ſpeaks of ?em with honour ; and that 
Tzetzes has made large Extracts out of 'em. 
Theſe three, I think, ſays he, are the only Men 


., among the Ancients that make any mention of "emX*, 


They are perhaps the only Axcients, whoſe 
teſtimonies are to be met with, in any of the 
Prefaces to Phalaris : but Dr Bextley methinks 
ſhould have dug deeper for his materials, and 
conſulted Original Authors. Had he done fo 
he might have found , that they are men- 
tion'd too by (a) Photius in his Epiſtles, that 
they are quoted by Nomns (b) in his Hiſtori- 
cal Comment on St Gregory's 1nvettives, and 
by the (c) Scholzaſt on Ariſtophanes , that very 
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Scholiaſt, whom, one would think, the Dr, 
by his citing him ſo often (e), had through- (e)?. ro, 
ly read. The lateſt of theſe is ſome Cen- 277, us, 
turies older than either. Suidas or Tzetzer, 9» 537+ 
Indeed 7 zerze:, who liv'd bur in the 12th ;-" ay 
Century, deſerves not to be call'd an An- 
cient ; and Dr Bentley himſelf is of this mind 
in another part of his Diſſertation (f), where { / 2. «+, 
he ſtiles him a Later Greek, But it was con- 
venient that he ſhould be an Ancient here, 
and a Modern there, in order to the diffe- 
rent Ends which Dr Bentley had to ſerve by 
him. 

Beſides theſe, there is another remarkable 
Quotation from the Epiſtles in Srobexs, which 
Dr Bentley has overlook'd ; *tis Tir .CCXVIIE. 
where an entire Epiſtle of Phalaris is tran- 
ſcrib'd, as it is again in the Colletion of Az- 
tonins and Maximis the Monks, which accom- 
panies Srobaus, Had Dr Bentley had theſc 
Authorities in his view, he might with bet- 
ter Grounds, tho? not with more Aſſurance, 
have pronounc'd, that * The Epiſtles have the * F. 2 
general IW arrant and Cert ficate for this laſt thou- 
ſand years, before the Reſtoration of Learning. 
And thus far I can agree with him : but 
when he further aſſures us, that + Al! the q p ,. 
Scholars of thoſe Ages receiv'd em for true Ort» & 12. 
2inals;, as willing as I am to hear any thing 
in Phalariss favour , I muſt beg leave to 
diſſent from him ; becavſe I find Gne of 
thoſe I mention'd ( and Him a Scholar, 1 
think if there were any in the Age in which 
he liv'd) ſpeaking of *em with ſomediſtruft : 
"Tis Phorius I mean; who gives 'em indeed an 
extraordinary character, and preters*em to 
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the Epiſtles of Plato, Ariſtotle, and Demoſthe- 
zes : but withal intimates his Suſpicions that - 
they are not Genuine, when he calls *em the 
* Ep.z07. * Epiſtles that are attributed to Phalaris, and 
Tas 65 « joyns 'em with thoſe that (as he ſpeaks ) are 
aaew eve- aſcrib'd to | Brutus. 
gegouerts With theſe Ancients, he tells us, many 
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+ Tb. os Moderns have concurr'd in Opinion ; partti« 


Benroc om: cularly, that Fazelus and Jacobus Capelins two 


» edg:/21- very Learned Men, have aſſerted the credit 


of the Epiſtles ; and that Selden himſelf de- 
pended on *em ſo much, as to determine a 
point of Chronology out of ?em. And now 
what would a Modeſt man expect ſhou'd have 
been Dr Bentley's end in reckoning up all 
theſe great Mens Opinions, but to [trengthen 
and countenance his Own ? whereas he brings 
*<m in, only to ſhew how impoſlible it was 
for them to judge right, who had the miſ- 
fortune to live before him. In ſpight of what 
the Learned men of ſo many Ages and Na- 
tions have thought and ſaid , Dr Bentle 
(4) P. 64. knows ( a), and will demonſtrate (b), Phalaris's 
(6) P.;., Epiſtles ro be ſpurious: Nay, he is very much 
miſtaken, he ſays, in the nature and force of his 
Proofs, if ever any man hereafter, that reads 
*em, perſift in his Old Opinion of making Phalaris 
(c) P. 13, an Author (c). 1 will own to the Reader, that 
had theſe words offer*d themſelves to me be- 
fore I had been acquainted with Dr Bentley's 
Manner, they would have given me ſome un- 
ealineſs. Phalaris was always a Fayourite- 
book with me; from the moment I knew it, 
I wiſl'd it might prove an Original : I had 
now and then indeed ſome ſuſpicions that 
*twas not Genyvine ; but I loy'd him ſo much 
more 
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more than I ſuſpeCted him, that I wov'd not: 
ſuffer my ſelf tro dwell long upon 'em. To 
be ſincere, The Opinion, or Miſtzke if you 
will, was ſo plcafing, that I wes ſomev hat 
afraid of being undeceiv'd, However, 1 ven- 
tur'd to try, whethe: the Dr's Proofs would 
ove bear me with tht weight of d moaltra- 
tion they threatned, I read 'em, | weigh'd 
em; and I found, to my ſatisfaction, that Pha- 
laris might ſtill bean Author, notwithſtanding 
what Dr Beztley had ſaid againſt him. Nay, 
I aſſurethe Reader, that my duubts aþout the 
Authority of the Epiſtles, ſince [ read Dr Ben- 
tley's Diſſertation, are much leſlen'd : and if he 
ſhould write once more upon the Subjec, per 
haps the point would be clear to me. 

His Arguments againſt the Epiſtles (they 
are to go for ſuch, tili 1 have prov'd 'em not 
to be Argur.ients) when taken out of the Con= 
fuſion with which he has deliver'd 'em, may 
be diſtinguiſhd iato ſuch, as affet the whole, 
or touch only thoſe Pa ticular Frifles from 
whence they are drawn, The fi! of theſe 
are of greateſt Conſequence ; for it any One 
of 'em holds, the Authority of the Eniltles is 
in danger - and I ſhall therefore, . with Dr 
Bentley's leave, conſider ea in the firſt place, 
In order to comet ar.y of theſe, | muſt over. 
look a great many of his Pages for the pre- 
ſent ; not withovr intentions of returning to 
'em : for he has advanc'd nothing on this 
Subje&, but what ſhall, in its proper Time 
and Place, have athorough Examination, 

. Fhe Firlt of thele General Prove, ther 1 meet. 

with, (for I ſhall take 'em as they lie) 15 in 

the ;2th. Paragraph, wher< the Dr ovje&s 
[) 
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againſt the Dialef# Phalaris uſes; who reign- 
ing in Sicily, and being, as he tells us (a), born 
there, ſhould have ſpoken Doric, the prevai- 
ling Language of the Iſland ; whereas he 
writes Attic, the beloved Dialett of the Sophiſts, 
in which they affetted to excell one another even to 
Peaantry and Soleciſm (b). 

Tho” it be no very material point, yet I 
cannot grant the Dr that the Language of 
the Letters is properly Attic, There are in- 
deed ſeveral Attic ways of ſpeech in%em ; 
but ſo there are in other Authors, who con- 
feſſedly wrote in the Common Diale&, *'Tis 
one thing to mix Atticiſms in one's ſtyle, and 
another thing ſtrictly to write Attic ; Homep 
did the one, Thucydides and Plato the other : 
however no body will ſay, that Homer wrote 


In the ſame Diale@ with Thucydides and Plato. 


Dr Bentley has abundance of pure Anglici/ms in 
his Latin, and Lariniſmsin his Engliſh; but he 
will not for all that be willing to allew, either 
that his Diſſertation on Malala is in Engliſh, 
or that this on Phalarzs Is in Latin, 

Well, but ſurpoſing the Letters to be in 
Attic, what uſe does he make of this? why, 
he argues from hence, that they were written 
by the Sophiſts ; who, he tells us, afetted ro 
excel! one another 1n writing Attic, even to Pedan- 
try and Soleciſm (c) A very deep Refie- 
ftion ! ſo deep, that I muſt confeſs my felf 
to be a little at a loſs for the Meaning of it, 
The peruſal of a late Author indeed has gi- 
venme a clear Notion what it is to be af- 
fetted even to Pedantry : but the being affected 
evento Soleciſm, and in Attic too, is to Me, 
I confeſs, a very incomprehenſible degree of 
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Aﬀecation, I thonght, the Ather:ians, of all 
the Greeks, ſpoke the moſt Properly, and 
Purely, and were the furtheſt remoy'd from 
any ſuſpicion of Sv/zci/m;, and that therefore 
no one could be guilty of it, while he ſpake 
as They ſpake, any more than a Man can 
ſtick ſtritly to the Language of the Court, 
and yet ſpeak falſe Engliſh, But Dr Bentley's 
Notions of Language differ much from mine ; 
and therefore 'tis no wonder if I do not ap- 
prehend him, 
To let his Flourifh paſs then, and to come 
to his Argument ; 1 will venture to fay, that 
it is a ſilly one : and I make thus free with it, 
becauſe it is zzy Own, and mention'd by Me, 
in my Preface to Phalarss *, as 
one of the Grounds I had to * Neg; cum Siculis Scripts 
ſuſpe& the Authority of the 77% # ns op "__ am 
Epiſtles; tho [ was far, even Ku DOrict, Br igenmmorum 


: - (qui antiquitus Dores erant) 
Then, from having that high 7raens lis uti debuit. p. 2. 


Opinion of it Dr Bexrley has, 

or thinking it to be Nemonſtrative Evidence - 
and the more 1 conſider it, the leſs Weight I 
findin it. 

For Phalaris was by no means oblig'd to 
ſpeak Doric, on the account cf his being a $S:- 
cilian born ;, for two good Reaſons : becauſe 
the Natives of $;cily (aad fo of other places) 
did not always write in the prevailing Dia- 
let of their Country ; and becauſe Phalarrs 
was no Native of Sicily. I ſhall diſpatch this 
Laſt point firſt, becauſe it will give us the 
leaſt Trouble, 

If the Credit of the Letters ſtands good, 
Phalaris, we are ſure, was no Sicilian Dr 
Bent ley indeed ſays he was, and threatens to 

ID 2 prove 
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prove it from Good Anthors-Þ: but threatn'd 
Biſtory, as well as other threatg'd things, 
has the luck ſometimes to live long ; and ſo 
it has happen'd in the preſent point : for the 
Dr, notwithſtanding his Menaces, has not, 
throughout his Diſſertation, ſaid a Syllable to 
ſhake ir. 

I can help the Dr indeed to Nne Author, 
that ſpeaks ſomething to his purpoſe ; and 
Him an Old Schoiiaſt too, which will pleaſe the 
Dr the better : Nome (a) ſays, that Phalaris 
was by birth a S:ci/,a» ; but he gives this, to- 
gether vith ſome other ]mpertinent and Ri- 
diculous Accounts of him, which he there 
contutes, This Is all I canat preſent dofor 
the Dt in the matter ; and as little as it 
Is. it is more than the Dr has done for him- 
ſelf. 

But whether Phalarss were of Sicily, or no; 

the Dr is poſitive (b), that 


(5) Aſtypaler, a City in he was not of Aſtypalea, a 


v4 at ans” 
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i merition d b: fore C: . 
| TH l te, as I have re- 
by aY} Geoprapher, Diflert. ] y n Cre e, 


preſerted him. And upon 


ig.nt Editors made this tanſied miſtake of mine 
very in Geegrapty ; he is very merry and throws 


ot it m_ vor ve learnt any out a great dezl of awkward 
WPU'C Clits 


Didert-P« 58% Drollery; which, had there 
been an Occaſion given for it, would, let me 
te!! him, have bur ill become a Man of his 
Gravity, and a Reader of Old Scholialts : but 
as it is founded purely on a Miſtake of his 
own, is ſomewhat the more unſeaſonable, and 
unbecoming. For, after the Dr*s fit of Mirth 
is over, I wow'd ask him ſeriouſly, how he 
comes to impute the Diſcovery of this new 


City in Crcte to me ? do not the Epiſtles 
thein» 


ww TTY Wy 


>” % —_— ww % ”—— 


= Ho I YU oo a Wo ( (uWT5T Wwe 


Epiſtles of Phalaris, Exarird, 


themſelves plainly ſnppoſe it ? and dnes not 
He himſelf gi'- + wiſe enough, or tincere 
enough, by the 58th Paye, expicfly ry own 
that they do ſo ; and fave me the rrourle of 
proving it ? I have the fame Authority to 
ſay that Phalaris was born at A/typalea in 
Crete, as that he was born at any place of that 
Name. Aid what has the Dr to oppoſe to it ? 
why, he aflures ns, that there was no ſuch 
City in Crete. His he then a Liſt of all the 
Hundred C:tics there ? it he has, tis a com- 
pleater one by far than Pr 24 $3 and a migh- 
tier Diſcovery in G:og1taphy, thin that of 
mine, with which he ſo inzeniouſly diverts 
himſelf, He ſhould huwever have had ſome 
Wiſdom in his Mirth, and have look'd about 
him, before he reſoly'd to be poſitive. Had 
he done ſo, he won'd have found, that both 
Go tzius (a) and Faz:llis (b) 


Rentley has vouchſat'd to call ,;...;,. 
a very Learned Man (c); and 
1] venture to call the Other Cc. 


ſo. Sothat if I did miſtake, ©** Uypp4iid e772, 
I miſtook after Great Names: 
and Dr Be-tley 1s unpardona- 
ble, for not knowing, or not owning what 
One of theſe had ſaid ; for he quores (4) thc .4 Di, 


©) Diilerts Þ. 12. 


very Page in Fazellws, where the Words 1 ** *t 


have produc'd from him re. It he had read 
it, .as well as quoted it, he could not hve 
miſs'd *em ; They itand fo fairly in the Front 
of Fazeltus's ſhort account of Phalaris, that 
they mult nee.ls haye ſtar'd hin in the Face. 
I will not be fo rude as to call the Dr 2 

D 3 Seu 
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made this Diſcovery before -) Hiſt. Sicil. & Maz. 
me : the Laſt of theſe Dr ©" COOL. P. 126 
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Second-hand Critic ; but the Reader may judge 

how far he has given me an occaſion to 

do it. 

But no Geographer, he ſays, has mention'd this 

* Di, City in Crete *, He ſpeaks unwarily ; I will 
7-44 Auppoſe, he means, no O/4 one, No more 
| have they ſeveral of the other Ninay Nine : 
which nevertheleſs were as ſurely there, as if 

half a dozen Geographers had given us the 

Names of them. It is enough for my pur- 

poſe, that the Letters have mention*d this 
Aſtypalaa, If Dr Bentley will diſcard all 

Places, that occurr but once in Ancient Wri- 

ters, hell make mad work in Geography. 

What does he think of Trinacia, the Sicilian 

+ P. 89, Town in Diedorns ? | what of the Raves ;,wcg 
mentiowd by Scylax ? where elſe does he 

meet with *em ? He'll ſay, they are corrupt 
Readings, perhaps : but the MSS agree in 

'em. No matter for that ! while the MSS 

are for Him, he is for Them ; and nolong- 

er. And therefore to ſhorten the Work, 

and fave my ſelf, and the Reader, the trou- 

ble of more Inſtances, I'll put the Dr in 

mind of what the Learned Palmerirs ſays up- 

Zijus Loci ON this paſſage in Scylax : The Name of thi: 
ſeu Regiun- Place, or Region, ſays he, occurs 19 where, that 
-ule alibi I know of,, but here. Nevertheleſs, this is not a 
qued ſcian ſufficient reaſon why we ſhould quit the word * for 


7071 fit __ _ 
—_ how many Places, how many Regions were there, of 


Sed ides Which there 1s but a ſingle, or no mention made in 
fortenon the Anthor's that have come down to #s? Does the 
eſt exter- 

minanda ex hoc loco Vox. Nam quot Loca, quot Regiuncule fuerunt, 
quarum Authores, qui ad nos uſque devenernar, vel ſemel, vel nun- 
quam fecerunt mentionem ? 


Dr 
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Dr think, becauſe Aſtypalea was an Iſland a- 
mong the Cyclades, _ among the Sporades, 
that therefore it could not be a Town any 
where elſe ? Is not this juſt the Caſe of Naxos, 
which was an Ifle among the Cyclades, and 
yet a Town in Crere, and 1n Sicily too ? Stra- 
bo mentions Aſtypalea a Promontory in Attica, 
another Promontory of that name in Caria ; 
a third Aſypalea, the ancient Metropolis of 
the Ifland Cos: and why might there not be 
an Aſtypalea in Crete too ? 

I have dwelt too long on this point ; how- 
ever I cannot yet part with it, till I have 
done right to the Learned Greek Profeſſor of 
Cambridge, whom Dr Bentley takes upon nim 
to correct, without the leaſt Ground or Co- 
lour of Reaſon : to ſhew, I ſuppoſe, that he 
was Impartial ; and refulv'd to beſtow his 
Good Manners, as he had done Himſelf, upon 
Both Univerkities, 

Mr Barne: would have the Iſland Afypalez, 
where he ſuppoles Phalaris born, to be that 
among the Cyclades, Dr Bentley, allowing 
Phalaris to have been born in the Iſland 4/ty- 
palea, yet ſays it muſt be that among the Spo- 
rades ;, for this convincing Reaſon ; becauſe 
this Latter was neareſt to Crete, whither Pha- 
laris's Wife and Son are ſnuppo#®d t9 have fled. Ep. 
LXIX *. Giving the Dr Leave to ſuppoſe 
this Flight from Aſtypalea to Crete, why mult 
it needs be from the 4{ypalea that was near- 
eſt ? Thoſe thar fly are vſvally glad to get as 
far as they can out of the reach of their Pur- 
ivers. But now even the Flight, upon the 
Suppoſition of which this fine Reaſoning 
turns, Is it {elf a Fiction. For neither in that 

D 4 Epiltle 
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Epiſtle which the Dr quotes for this, nor in 
any other Epiftle,isany ſuch Flight mention'd, 
or ſuppos\i, or in the leaſt intimated, Was 
it worth his white to forge this little Picce of 
Hiſtory. only in. order to contradict his Bet=- 
ters ? Is the Pleaſure of inventing a Circum- 
ſtance, meerly to be 1nde with, an Ecaivalent 
to the ſhame of beinz, told cmwr. ? 
But he has found the Proicflor in another 
Miſtake, as Material 2s This, and as well 
made ont, Mr Burnes had call'd the Iſland 
Aſtypala, and not Aſlypalea ; and the Exact 
Dr Bentley therefore 1s ſo kind, as to inform 
him how it ſhonld he ſpelt. A little ſhare of 
Good Nature would have made the Dr ſt- 
ſped an Error of the Preſs in this caſe, if 
there had been any Error ; and a little more 
Reading than he has, won!ld have taught him, 
that there was no Error in it : for the Pro. 
(4) *Asy- feſſor call'd the Iſland but as Scylax (a) had 
Til CalPd it before him. On both theſe accounts, 
the Dr might have ſpar*d his Criticiſm : and 
ſo he would probably, but that Mr Profeſ- 
ſor had been guilty of a Fault not to be for- 
given by Gratuitouſly undertaking to Apologize 
(b) Diſſer. for the Epiſtles of Phalaris (b), in his Elaborate 
7. 44 FEditionot Eurjpies - that 1s, (for I can make 
no other ſenſe of it) by defending the Au- 
thority of the Epiſtles, without having any 
tving for his Pains, This looks as if the Dr 
thought Learncd Men wereto ſet a Price upon 
their Civilities, and never part with a Favour 
till they had their Fee, 
But to return from our Digreſlion ; Let us 
allow the Dr what he contends for, without 


any manner of Proof or Reaſon, that Phala- 
| 71. 
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þjs was A Sicilian born : will he inferr from 
hence, that it was neceſſary for him ta write 
in Doric ? That I can never allow him. For 
we have Inſtances without Number, of Au- 
thors writing in a Dialett different from that 
of their own Ccuntry ; and not a few Inſtan- 
ces of Sicilian Writers, who laid aſide the 
Doric : and why then ſhould Phalaris,a Prince, 
and a very Arbitrary and Lawleſs one, be 
confin®d to it ? Aratbyrſider, the Hiftorian of 
Samos, had he follow'd the Dialect of his 
Country, would have written in Jonic ; 
and Chryſermus of Corinth, in Doric : 
and yet both of 'em writ in the Common 
Diale&, as appears by the Extradts out of 
'em, preſerv'd in Stobeus. $0 did Andronicw, 
the Khodian, who paraphras'd ſome part of 
Ariſtotle, and Djonyſins the Halicarnaſſian; tho' 
both Rhodes and Halicarnaſs were Cities of Do- 
ian Original. Herodotus was of the fame place 
with Dionyſiu:, and yet made the 1.;c Dialect 
his choice; as Hippocrates of Cos, a Dorian 
Town alſo, had done before him. Ryan, 
and Epimenides were both probab'y Crerans : 
that the Firſt of theſe wrote not in the particu. 
lar Diale& of Crete, we are as ſure, as thartthe 
large Fragment aſcrib'd to him is His ; that 
the Latter did not, we haye reaſon to think 
from the ſhort Citation out 


of him in St Panl (a), where (4) Kefreg a L2umr, wy 
we find the Common word »i: # vgie, jacrgis ag2o7. 


imploy'd inſtead of «:;, which 
the Grammarians tell us (b) (4147,4, 06;149 
W:5 PCC 111ar tothe Inhabitants Corintbus, 
of that liland, Alce:s, Sappho, 
and Simenidgs, were born in places where the 
lonic 


_ Sale Dialein 
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Tonic was ſpoken, and yet writ their Lyric 
Poems in Molic, »r Doric, Dr Bentley in- 
deed pretends in ſoine meaſure to account 
for this, by ſaving, that the Lyric (or, as He 
loves to ſpeai., the 2-1i:) Poets choſe the 
Doric Diale& -or the 1 .«c of the Doric Har- 
mony, which was fitted to Tiat. and to the 
Nature of the Ode : but why then did not 
the reſt of the Lyric Writers chuſe it too ? 
It wou'd have become Anacreon's Odes, every 
whit as well as Sappho's and Archilochws's, as 
well as either : and yet both Azacreon and 
Archilochus wrote in lonic. So that no ſure 
Rule can be fix'd, or holding Reaſon given, 
for the Ancient Writers departing from the 
Idiom of their Country : Hiſtorians, Mora- 
liſts, Philoſophers, and Poets of all forts 
practis'd it at pleaſure ; chuſing ſuch a 
DialeR, as either pleas'd their own Ear, or 
the Ears of thoſe for whoſe ſake they wrote, 


(4) This probably was the 
Caſe of Callimachus, in his 
Hymn upon the Baths of Pal- 
izs, compos'd by him in Do- 
ric, to compliment the Ar- 
gizns 4 or Argtvans, as Dr 
Bentley new names 'em, p. 
82): tho the ſame reaſon will 
not hold for his Other Doric 
Hymn, dedicated to the ho- 
29ur olCeres: nor can any rea- 
{on,1T believe, be given tor it, 
but what will equaily prove, 
chat ke ought to have writen 
the reſt of his Hymns in Doric. 


iays 0 


and whom they endeavour'd 
to pleaſe (4); or ſich, as 
they thought ſuited beſt with 
their Subje& : and very often 
they took up with that Dia- 
lect, which was in Faſhion a- 
mong the Polite Writers of 
the Age in which they liv'd. 
For, that there was a Faſhion 
in Dialects.and that the chief 
of %tm had ſeverally their 
Courſe and Period, in which 
they flouriſh'd, may (not to 


mention other Proofs of it) be gather*d from 
a _ in Dionyfius Halicarnaſeus; where he 
the Old Greek Anthors, that rhey 


choſe 
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choſe the Jonic Dialeft to write in, as being 
that which was moſt in Vogre 


: "ſr b)"Orrs mu lai ae1e- 
ir time (c). I ſuppoſe _,\ TY 
_w he Som: ( ) PP A9 java AR A*KTOV Tyy Tols 
oy Tort Yegvois warig avis 
tley would have ſaid it was azv* Dion. Hal. in Thucyd. 


this only as probable, Dr Ben- 


demonſtrable, But no man 

ſhould be Dogmatical in Caſes of this Nature, 
where ſeveral other Circumſtances, beſides 
the valt diſtance of Time, concur to make the 
Subject obſcure ; where all 1s but a Lucky 
Gueſs, and he that is moſt Learned muſt, if he 
be fair, confeſs that he has but a very dim and 
uncertain Light to ſee by. 

It will then be very hard upon our S;cilian 
Prince, to deny him a Liberty, which Wri- 
ters of all ſorts, and of all other Countries 
and Times have taken : and it will be harder 
ſtill, if we conſider, that this is what has been 
done often, even by S:c:iliarns themſelves Djo- 
dorus and Empedocles are famous Inſtances of 
This kind ; the one in Proſe, and the Other 
in Verſe : Archimedes the Syracuſian's Works 
do notall equally partake of the Doric Idiom; 
ſome have more,- and ſome have leſs of it, 
as they were written ſooner or later ; and his 
Treatiſe of the Sphere and Cylinder, the moſt 
remarkable part of his Works, leaſt of all. 

To come yet cloſer to our point : We have 


a Letter writ by Dion of Syracuſe to Dionyſins + p1y.” 
Tyrant of that place, and part of another Þ epi. 7. 
written by Dionyſixs himſelt ; both preſerv'd Dion 
among the Epiſtles of Plato ; where there ©<4"'%+ 


is not. the leaſt ſhadow of Doriciſm : but as 
well the Prince, as the Philoſopher, have wrir- 


ten their Epiſiles 1 fuch A Dialctt, As if (to nſe * Diſler. 
Dr Bentley's Gentleman-like Phraſe) they had# 43+: 


gone to Sckoo! at Athens *, Nay 
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Nay ſome of the Princes and States of $;- 


cily, and other Dorian Countries, have caus?d 


Coins to be truck, whoſe Inſcriptirs are not 
in pure Doric. Abundance of !nſtances of 
this kind are to be met with 1n Gultzius,Paruta, 
and Hardin : I ſhall give tlic lcader a Taſt 


of them in the Margin *, 


Zug py ns 150% & , &rGr, a Cretan mony; in {ome other 
In{criptions it is Zus*p,,&s* Tian, the Inſcription vt a Coin, be- 


longing to Velia, a Town in Magna Gracia. 


"4" Dill. 
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But the moſt rem:rkable Inſtance of all is 
that of Zalc:c:s, King of the Locrians, a {20- 
ric Colony ; the Preface to whoſe Laws is 
preſerv'd in Stobeus, an exact and faithfull 
Copicr of Old Authors, and has plainly no- 
thing of the Doric Dialeft in it.. Diodorys 
Siculus, who does not {o ſtritly tranſcribe, 
but chuſes rather to weave things into the 
Phraſe and Body of his Hiſtory, has the ſame 
Preface, with ſome Alterations ; but none, 
that make it more Doric than 1t is in Srg- 
bens. 

And now, upon a View of theſe Inſtances, 
{and others of this kind, which I could pro- 
duce ; but I ſpare the Reader) I might be- 
ſpcak the Dr in his own pert way of Enqui- 
TY ; Pray, how came Attic (or any other Dia- 
le& but the Doric) to be the Court Language at 
Syracuſe ? How came Zaleucus, and Dionyſius 
the Tyrant, ſo to doat on the Dialeft of a Demo- 
craty (a)? How is it, that thoſe Little Prin- 
ces of Sicily, as Arbitrary and Jealous of their 
Prerogative as the Mightelt Monarch what- 
ever, allow'd of Inſcriptions on their Coins, 
which were not in the Language of their 

| Country 
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Country ? Any clear Solution that he ſhall 
pleaſe to atfo1d us of theſe matters will equal- 
ly ſerve to pgive vs an acconnt, why Phala- 
ris too might be excus'd from writing in 
Doric. 

The Dr indeed has endeavorr?d to prevent 
me inſome part of the Evidence that I have 
brought; and has excepted agatuſt ſach In- 
ſtances as thoſe of E mpedoc es, and Diodorus, 
whoſe Caſe, he ſays, is widely remote fromthat of 
our Tyrant. The former being to write an EPIC 
POEM, fhew'd an excellent judgment in laying 
aſide his Country Dialcett for that of the lonians; 
for the Doric Idiom had not Grace and Majeſty 
enough for the Subjeft he was engag'd in : being pro- 
per zndced for Mimes, Comedies, and Paſtorals, 
where Men of Ordinary Rank are repreſented, &C. 
but not to be w'd in HEROIC, without great aiſ- 
advantage (a). 


Old Scholiaſt, or Manuſcript Author, he has 
met with this Curious account of Empedocles's 
writing an Epic Poem: as much out of the 
way as he loves toread, he'll be hard pur to'r, 
I believe, to find an Authority for it. If he 
can, *tis plain he knows more of Empedocles's 
Works than Laertius did ; who has been {© 
abſurd, as to inform us particularly of ſeve- 
ral leſs conſiderable Pieces of his, and to paſs 
over altogether in ſilence this Epic Poem. 
Dr Bentley will be pleas'd, at his leiſure, to 
produce his Vouchers in this point ; which] 
am apt to believe he willdo, at the ſame time 
that he lets us know where the Buda MS of 
Petronius 1s to be met with. Empedocles wrote 
many things in Hexameters indeed ; but Dr 
Henley 


(a) Diſler. 
I dehre Dr Bentley to inform me, in what? 49: 
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Bentley ſure cannot be ſo wretchedly ignorant 

as to think, that every large Copy of Verſes 
written in Hexameters, Is an Epic Poem. 
Ariſtotle would have inform'd him, that Em- 
pedocles was ſo far from being an Epic Poet, a 
Poet of the firſt Rank, that he ſcarce deſery'd 

the Name of a Poet at large: There is nothing, 

ſays he, that Homer and Empedocles apree mm 

but their Verſe ;, and therefore Homer indeed may 

TY TE TR .— . juſtly becall'd a Poet, but Em- 
= mR—_—_ 5ory Og 44 Ar rather a Natrraliſt, 

P!/9 UTE OLAH TAN Te 14% * . : 

Tear, di 618% we Tomrlu than aPoct F, Or if Ariftetle 

Sirguoy KANGYs & ds UNE: be too good a Book for Dr 

290 442kov uy Thorrinr Poets Bentley to Converſe with , 

=” there is a Writer of leſs ſize, 

Comp.of even his Friend Mr. Wotton, who would have 

arc. 74 taught him the Diſtin&tion between Philoſophi- 

mod. Lear. , . 

p. 322 Ccaland Epical Poems ; that 1s, ſuch as Empe- 
docles and Lucretius wrote on the one ſide, 
and Homer and Virgil on the other, He 
who is ſo nicely ſevere upon Phalaris, for 

(b) Diſſer. confounding wiaG and tazy&o» (b), ſhould 

?- 59+ have taken care not to have given Phala- 
749 Friends an Opportunity of making Re- 
priſals. The Fatal Miſtake 1n this caſe was, 
that £14as, the Dr's Oracle, calls him 2 nous, 
which ſtrictly taken, ſignifies an Epic Poer,but 
in it's looſe ſenſe a Yerſificr only ; and the Dr 
was not at leiſure to take notice of this di- 
ſkinction, 

And if Empedocles \did not write an Epic 
Poem, how did he ſhew his Judgement in laying 
aſide his Country Dialef ? Could not Phyſics 
have becn as Judiciouſly wrotein Doric Verſe, 
by Him, as in Doric Proſe by Ocellus Lucanns, 
and the reſt of the Pzrbagoreans ? His __ 

TIC 
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tiſe of Expiations (a), why would it not have (c) Kafe;- 


born being written in Doric,as well as Theocrs- (9+ 


tus's Pharmaceutria ? eſpecially ſince Laertius 
intimates, that the Subjet of that Treatiſe 
was in great meaſure drawn from the Pytha- 
goreans: would it not properly then haye been 
compos'd in the Diale& thoſz Philoſophers 
ugd ? We have ſeveral ſmall Remains of 
Empedocle:;, but not a Line of his in Doric. 
We have a Large Fragment of his directed 
to the People of Agrigent, his Townſmen : 
did he ſhewhis Judgment in laying aſide his Cons 
try Dialc# there too, when he was direCting 
his Verſes to the very People of his Country ? 
Had the Doric Idiom wot Grace and Maieſty 
enough for the Subjett he was engag'd in, when 
the Subject was no higher than an Account of 
Himſelf to his own Countrymen ? If Doric 
be proper for Mimes, Comedies, and Paſtorals, 
where Men of Ordinary Rank are repreſented, why 
is it not as proper for little Poems, where 
Men of ordinary Rank are addreſ&'d to ? 1 
believe it would puzzle a Man of leſs Sagaci- 
ty than Dr Bentley, to tell us, for what rea- 
ſon Empedocles u&d Ionic, but becauſe he had 
a mind to't ; and may not the ſame reaſon be 
urg*d alſo in 'behalf of the Attic of Pha- 
laris ? 

Dr Bentley has had very ill Luck in bring- 
ing off the Poer, letus ſee whether he has bet- 
ter in what he has to ſay for the Hiſtorian. 
* Diodorns Siculus, he tells us, and the other 
Hiſtorians of Dorian Nations, had great reaſon to 
decline the Uſe of their Vernacular Tongue, as im 
proper for Hiſtory ;, which beſides the affeftation 
of Elequence, aims at Eaſineſs and Perſpicutty, and 

33 


* P. 50. 


P. 70» 
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7s defign'd for General Uſe © but the Doric is Courſe 
and Ruſtic, and always clouded with an Obſcurity, 
The Reader cannot but obſerve in this Paſ- 
ſage the particular Beauty and Happineſs of 
the Dr's Expreſſion : but it matters not much 
how he Writes, let us conlider how he Rea- 
ſons. 

If the Dr's Solution be Juſt, how came 
Archimedes, and the Pythagorean Naturaliſt, 
and Moraliſts, not to decline the uſe of their 
Vernacular Tongue, as well as the Hiſtorians ? 
They all, I dare ſay, aim'd as much at Per- 
pm ; and the Laſt of the Three, doubtleſs, 

elign'd their ) reatiſes as much for General 
Uſe. IT will nct ſay indeed, that they afe&#ed 
Eloquence;, becauſe I do not think that a good 
CharaQter, whatever Dr Bentley may : but, 
which is much better, they were Eloquent, 
very Lofty and Magnificent, and withal very 
Clear in their Expreſſion'y on both which 
accounts they are recommended by Djonyſins 
Halicarnaſſens *, to be read by 


\* Mezaampencs 33 79 all thoſe that deſire to write 
AbZet, 9 RoammKat' nt * well. And his Judgment in 
Racer mpiveiey. 1-2 thie Caſe is the more to be 


| valu'd ; becauſe He wrote ex- 
cellently well himſelf, and with great Per- 
ſpicuity. = 
'Tis truc, as the Doric Diale& grew out 
of Uſe and Requeſt, their Writings grew leſs 
Eafie and Perſpicuous ; and Porphyry had rea- 
ſon therefore to attribute the decay of the 
Pythagorean Sc to the Uſe, or rather to the 
Decay of that Diale& - but without diſpute 
the Doric, in its flouriſhing days, had .the 
fame degree of Clearneſs as the reſt __ - 
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as long as thoſe of the hiltor tans, 
Dr Bentley has aliignd no Reujous for the Hifko- 


rians not writins in Doric, but what 11 ? | ſerve 


as well to prove Others not to have wr 


tho” we are 


tho' he had been 4 Stcrlian bn: 


{ure they did : a Wav cf ar: 


worthy his Adventnrovs Per / and wh' 


all 
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Philoſophers, that writ in it, defign'd their 
Works to be of as General !1ſe, and to laſt 


So that 


n It, 


-ning. 


Cn NJI- 
body, 1 believe, wiil envy ti: the honour of ! 

Hitherto I have cer proving agaialt Dr 
Bentley, (I hope not without ſucces) that F-4- 
laris was under no obligation of writing Doric, 


»: muchlels Was 


he oblig'd to write it, upanthe account of his 


Living z among the Azri igentines, 
over them, as Dr Bentley y Þ a 


r Rei! ung F 
FHle was 4 


Publican (ſays the Dr = Collettor of Taxes, could 


not that Perpetial Nes 1d Com 
Dorians brins hs /——_ to ſpear a lit: le br 


fe ITj1 13 the 


No doubt it could; and perhaps it 4jd ©: but the 
Queſtion is, whether, notwithſtanding his lear- 
ning Doric, he might not retain another Dta- 
Ie& with it; and ſpeak it, and wrire it at h1s 


pleaſure ? But would nor He that ai 
narchy, and for that rea = d: fign a ty oe Pop:'! 
have quitted his Old Dial: for that of the 


and not by every word be es make ti: = = 


Diſcovery of Ins being a Strager * 


forgets that eyery one of 7) 


were written after he was 4 Ty inks, 


might, for ought we knovw, 


adn Xt? 
*d4 at Age 
irs 
place, 
_ 
Dr 
ON 1; Mes Y 
Be 
ſpeak Dori be- 


fore he got into Power ; |: vt atrerwards tho: 
was no need of courting the Perle, for by 
And I think he 
could not have taken a m-re proper way of 


govern'd by bis Blue-coats Þ. 


ſhewing his Tyrannical Temper , 


F. 


tly «11 ' 
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" Dr Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 
throwing off the Language of the . Country, 
aid uling a Foreign Diale& in all his Di- 
ſpatches. The Conqueror is ſuppos'd to have 
done much the ſame thing by Us, when he 
chang'd the Language of our Law; and he 
ſhew'd himſelf in nothing more a Conqueror, 
than by doing it. 

Burt the Dr has urg d, that Phalaris, being 
ſuch a Tyrant, would not probably have been 
fond of the Language of a Democraty, that was 
eminently uinoTuparrC,an hater of Tyrants*, Was 
not Doric to» the | anguage of the Lacedemo- 
nians ? and did not they hate Tyrants, as much 
as the Arheniars themſelves ? At this rate, Pha- 
laris com 10t bave ſpoken any Dialed of the 
Greck Tcongne, for every one of 'em was the 
Langu: .e 9f aDc<mocraty, ſomewhere or other. 
It the Dr's Reaſoning be right indecd, it may 
havy7e; t prove that the Epiitles are not Ge- 
nuli.c, ber-nſe not written inPerfic : but It will 
never prove 'em Spurious, becauſe they ate not 
written in yJoric. After all, what Trifles are 
theie to a.nuive us with ? that Pvalari:, to be 
ſure, would not tpeak Attic, becauſe rhe Athe- 
nians iz bis time drove oue Piliſtratus ? Would 
I zive my ſeli leave to Declaim at this rate, 
m'ght I not with much better cc:lour ſay, that 
Phalaris wrnld, to chuf., make uſe of that 
Diale& ; becauſe it was the Language of P;- 
fiſtratus, his Brother Tyrant ? 1 ſee Dr Fentley 
loves no lefs to argue, than read ont of the 
way ; and it is ſo much cut of the way, that I 
am aſham?'d to follow him. 

\Verel lo very a Critic, as to love Wran- 
elin:; rather than Truth, I might further di- 
ſputc it with the Dr, whether Doric were 
the 
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the Language of Aprigent, or no, and that 
upon no leſs an Authority than Strabo's, 
who expreſly ſays, that Agrigent was a Colo- 


ny of the Joninrs (ar: And 
Monſieur Aterace (b) rely'd 
upon this ſo far, as to ac- 
count from hence for the 
lonic of Empedocles, How- 
ever, I muſt freely own my 
Opinion, that this Paſſage is 
corrupted, and that we ought 
to read Teavwy inſtead of '1g1wy, 


(4) Kouapiica ESTA 
, » 4 % 
Evearsrior, 'Axzadjas os 
I 4 . 
Jorwy* Le. 6. ps. 272. 


(b) Certe ut erat Arigen+ 
wm lonum Colonia gtefte Str a- 
bone, #grigentMni,liczt Sicult, 
(qui quidim Siculi Dores &+ 
rant) Tonico fermone forſai 


urebantur, Notz in Dio. 


according to the account Laert. 1. 8. fe. 60. 


which that moſt ExaQ and 

Faithful Writer Thucydides has given us ; not 
to mention Polyb:zus, and the Scholzaſt on Pijnr- 
dar. And this. ConjeQure is -the more pro- 
bable, becauſe S:raby ſeems to be ſpeaking 
there of Colonies drawn from one part of 
Sicily to another ; ſuch as that from Sy-acnſe 
to Camarina, which he mentiohs in the words 
immediately foregoing. I wonder how this 
eſcap'd- the moſt Learned and Acute Coſar- 
bou?s obſervation, Not to inliſt upon this 
thereſore ; but allowing Dr Bcatley, that 4 
grigent Wasa Dorian Town, as [ believe it was ; 
allowing him, that Phal:ris was even born 
there, if he pleaſes, or in any other Town in 
Sicily that he ſhall pitch upen, as I believe 
he was not: and allowing further, that Pa 
{aris was oblig'd on this account to ſpeak Do- 
Tic as long a3 he liv'd, yet ſtill I have Onc 
Queſtion to ask the Dr ; How can he prove, 
that Phalaris did not write Doric ? "ts true, 
the Epiſtles at preſent are not i: thor Dialcet : 
but they mi»ht have been Oripinaliy in it : 
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and afterwards,upon the diſuſe of that Diale&, 
have been turn d out of it into the Ordinary Lan- 
guage, at the Fancy of ſome Copyer before the Days 
of Stobxus *, ? his the Dr has irrefragably 
prov d, in tie very Article we are upon, to 
have been the caſe of Ocelics Lucanuss Book, 
Epi Ths Te Tiay 5 Quatws & and why may it not 
have been Tore caſe too of Phalaris's Epiſtles ? 
If jome Copyer, ſince Stobens's time, thought 
that Ocellus's Phyſics would look better our of 
Doric, than in it, and therefore tranfdialeted 
*em ; why wight not ſume other Copyer, be- 
fore Stobanss time, think the ſame of our Ty- 
rants Letters, and do the ſame to 'em ? and 
why, after this was done, might not the Ori- 
ginal Phalaris be loſt, as weil as the Origi- 
nal Ocelius ? It 1s certain, Sroberrs thought 
that this might ſo happen, or at leaſt, that 
Phalaris might not have written Doric ori- 
ginally ; for he tranſcribes ſeveral of his Epi- 
ſtles into his.Excellent Work, in the very 
Language we now find *em, without ima- 
gining in the leaſt that they could not be 
Genuine; becauſe they were not in Doric. 
Such a- Conſequence as that never enter'd 
into his i'cad : He had met with ſeveral 
Sicilian Writers, that choſe to write out 
vf the Dialc of their Country ; particularly 
Empedocles, an Author of the ſame Town with 
Phalaris : ( Ne had not indeed met with any 
Eteroic Poem: of his ; that Lucky 'Hit was re- 
ſerv'd for the Inquiſitive Dr Beatlry) and he 
Lad met alſo with ſome Writers, whoſe works 
were at firft in all probability penn'd in Do- 
ric, and yet were In another Diale& in his 
time : for inſtance, the Pieces of Perityone, and 
RE At j- 
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Ariſtoxenus, two Pythagoreans ; and who very 
probably wrote Doric, becavle they were Py- 
thagoreans ;, and yet in Stob+uss tine It 1s 
plain, that ſome part of the Writings of the 
One were in Ionic, and thoſe* of the Other 
(if I remember right ; for I have n2t Srobers 
now by me) in the Conimon Dialect. I et 
Dr Bentley then take which fide he pleaſes ; 
either that Periyone, and Aritoxenus, (and 1 
will add Zaleucus too, who we are ſure was a 


Pythagoean alſo from very good Anthority * } * 79%. 


thors trani{dialeced very early, long before 84+ 


the days of Srobe's; If they did nnt, then here 
is a plain Proof that Avthors (all probably } of 
Doric Countries (to be ſureTw»o of em were) 
might neverthelels not write Doric : and ct- 
ther of theſe being granted me, the Reader 
ſees, there will be no difficulty in juftityiag 
the DialeC&t of Phalaris. Indeed if the Laſt be 
granted me, it will be pretty difficult to juſtt- 
he Dr Bentley's hardy aflerticn, that the Py- 
thagoreans would ſooner have loſt their Livec, 


than have written out of Doric (a); and that, it () Differ. 
they had done it, it 15 moſt certain they would Þ: 47» 
bave been bariſh'd the Society (by. And there- (4) Ibid, 
fore Dr Bentley, 1 ſuppoſe, to make himſelf 2: 48+ 


Conliſtent, (a very ha:d Task !) will chooſe 
rather to grant, that theſe Writers were ori- 
ginally in Doric : and if they were, he will 
pleaſe to conſider, how they got out of ir ; 
and ſhew us, why Phalaris might not get ont 


the vcr y ſame way. 
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And here I ſhould take my leave of this 
tedious Article, but that 1 hear Dr Bentley 
crying out "Eve-za, and calling loudly on the 
Learned Worlt to liſten to a mighty Di/cove- 
7y. He undertakes to prove, that Ocellus 
Lucanus did wut repudiate his Vernacular Taiom, 
mor compoſe his Book [ai is Ts Taiſvs gunes)] 
in the Dreſs that it now wears, but in his own 
Country faſhion * ;, that is, in plain Engliſh, 
that he did not write it in the Common Dia- 
lect, as 'tis now cxtant, but in Doric, Upon 
this the Dr ſpreads his Plumes, and ſwells 
beyond his uſual pitch : 7 dare engage tO »14ke 
out, and, If I nay expett Thanks for the Diſcs+ 
very, are Expreflions -that carry in 'em an 
Extraordinary Air of Satis/action ; and ſeem 
a litutle too Pompous for the Matter they in- 
troduce, were it entirely New, and his Own ; 
but they much leſs become it, conſidering it is 
all taken, Word for Word, out of a Preface 
to an Edition of Ocelizy, as I ſhall now ſhew 
the Reader. 

Vizzanius, above fifty Years ago, put out 


+ Bonciia Ocellus ; and in his Prolegomerna to that Piece, 


1646. 


has ſaid every thing that Dr Bexley has pro- 
duc'd on this Subject, toa Tittle ; and (which 
is a little nnlucky) has ſaid it almoſt in the 
very ſame Words too : only Dr Bentley is in 
Engliſh (I compliment him when I fay ſo) 
and Fizzarins is in Latin, The Dr has 
condeſcended to tranſlate that Honeſt Edi- 
tor's Preface, without making the leaſt Im- 
provement of a ſingle Argument there, but 
not without worſting ſeyeral ; and has the 
Modeſty after that to take it all to Him- 
ſelf, as the Inventor ; and to talk higher of 
this 
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this Petty Larciny of his, than Pizza did 
of the Original Diſcover»; which he thonzhe 
too Obvious to value himſelr upon. Pe: ' ps 
Some, who have not the Opportunity of coin» 
paring this Edicor with Dr Berry, may %e 
glad to have a Particular Account of the Dr's 
Ingenuity in the matter : and therefore I ſhall 
take the trouble of going through all he ſays 
on this point, and plainly ſhew, whence he had 
his Intelligence. 


1 find (fays the Dr *) it was agreed and co- * Dillert. 


venanted among the Scholars of that It-lian Set Þ+ 47+ 


gwvj yerow Th Takas (Jambl. Yit. Pyth.) I can 
tell him, where he found it, it was in YVj=za- 
nius: who ſays the ſame thing, and quotes 
the very ſame Authority for it. . 14 certe aſ- 
fſerendum crediderim Occlitm Dorica Diale&ta 
ſunm Opus conſcripſiſſe, tum quia Pytnago;eos 
quoſtber ilti ſkuduifſe comperin, tum quia 1d Py- 
thagore ſradcant Inftirma, qui ſeriper Tdiomatt 
Grecorum Doricum maxine voluit fectari, tim 
antiquins, tum etiam preſt antins ulind arbitrati!s 
teſte Famblicho, in Vita Pythag. Indeed he 
makes no ſuch Inference as Dr Bextlcy does, 
that the Pythagoreans world ſooner have loſt their 
Lives, than have broken this Agreement ;, aud 
that "tis moſt certain, if ary body tad publifh'd 4 
Book againſt that Injunttion, be would have been 
baniſh'd the Society : becauſe he knew, this was 
not obſerv'd by Empedocles, nor by tne Au» 
thor of the ov(4 t71, nor even by Jamblicin:, 
while heis writing this Account of the Pytha- 
gorea/!s , NO, nor by P3thagoras himſelf, if Dio- 
genes Laertins may be credited, 
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Tis tne, /Vizzanins ſpeaks a little unwart- 
ly ; an +» nnderil tand Lo 11ti nate, that 
the Ic 07 ut: |, **p the Italian Set 
va F: O13 the i iti utu: Ci f Ys PIG: Trre 
ſe!; : 2 Miltake, which, the were in, he was 
proba iy <y wry into by r00 flight a peruſal of 
enbliciir, Dr Pentlev took all he found 
there for his Orz, and this Miſtake among 
the reſt ; and when he had it, to make It 
look the more like his Own, gave It the 
Confident Torn, Immediate]; theſe Injtiruta 
Dythagore grew a folemn Tnjuni?- on of Pyt! 

y.14 * wich the Dr t-!ks as fam Iliarly + of, 
as if hc had ſeen *® C py ot it, But methinis 
he might have infer Fd, that there was no In- 
janCion of this kind, from what he himſelf 
had told vs out of 7. '1:blichucs but Three Lines 
before ; that this Uie of the Dialect proceed- 

cd from a Covenant and Ar; Comment among the 
&lolars | themſelves : For they who know 
what an !mplicit regard was paid to Pythagy- 
ya5's Orders by all his Scholers, will cafily a- 
gree, that there could be no nced of their 
entring into a CompaR, to do any thing that 
He had commanded, Dr Bentley's Adverfarics 
may be as ſevere vpon him, on the account 
of his Criticiſms as they pleaſe : but they 
Nec ds rult allow him to have a Particular 
taient at Reaſnring ; and to have thus much 
at leaſt of a Good diſpntant, that he is ſure 
to wake the moſ? of bis Argument. 

Dr Bentley's next Suggeſtion is this ; I's 
«re afſur'd that the other Pieces of this Author 
were mane 1n Doric, as one of Law <a Nous, Ci- 
ted by Stobevs. Y; JERANIHS too cites this Frag. 
{CH t of Ocellus's Pi ece wer Nour, from Stobens; 


and 
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and makes the ſame Uſe of it : Ocellum ſc. 
Lucanum ſcimns Librum de Legibns ſcripbſſe —— 
bujus fragmentum exbibet Stobeus = Dorica Dias 
letlo exprifſum, &c, 

Dr Bentley goes On : But, which is plain De- 
monſtration , Four Citations are brought the 
ſame Writer ont of this very Book, i} Tys Te 
Tails quotes 5 all which arc in Doric, and not, as 
they are now. extant, in the Common Dialeft.; 
Vizzanins refers us to theſe four very places 
as they lie in Srobas, and obſerves too that 
they arc there in Doric: not,as they are now 
extant in the Common Dialeft. De ceteris 
tandem in hoc Oceiii Opſeult, contentis quis dubi= 
tet ? Si enim primum reſpiciamus Caput, textum 
einſdem ultimum ;, fi ſecundum caput, textum ſex- 
tm; fs tertinm caput, poſtremam rextits quarts 
partem , CO textum wintum & ſextum ; uſdem 
ſervatis woribus, mutata licet Dialetto, ad 
amiſſim veluti Ocelli dogmata deſcribit Stobzus. 

From hence Dr SFentley argues, that rhis 
Tratt of Ocellus now extant 15 to be acknowledg'd 
for a Genuine Work, which HIT HERTO Lear- 
ed Men ave doubted of from this very buſmeſs 
of the Diale#t. So does YVizzanins, in the paſ- 
ſage before quoted ; and agen, Grave Stobei 
Teſtimonium, non perfunttorie, ſed ſummo ſtudio 
weteris monumenta ſapientie ſemper luflrantis illud 
[Opus de Lege] ab Ocello prodirfſe dubitare non ſi- 
att  & tamen Dorico Idiomate videmus conſcris 
ptitm, CHjUS nec minima in hoc | <#t Tis T% mays 
eu7:4s] opere conſpiciuntur veſtigia © ideo), an 
vere Ocellis aureum hoc opus conſcripſerit, jure 
quemcung:” ſuſpicari contingat — hine ramen cer- 
ta potins qi. b:4s ils operi fides conciliatur, erumpunt 
-72umenta, The only difference between Yiz- 
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zanins and Dr Bentley upon this point, 1s, 
that Yizzanins does nor triumph over the 
miſtakes of thoſe that went before him ; nor 
tell us that All the Lezrned Men of Lat- 
ter Ages had doubted wheiiter the Work 
were Genuine, even when he might perhaps 
have ſaid this ſafely and truly : Whereas Dr 
Bentley fays it, fifty Years after wars ; and 
aſſures the Wo:ld, that #77 HERTO Learned 
Men bave doubted of this m=tier, at the very 
time that he 1s Tranſlating a Learned Man, 
who was ſo far from doubting of it, that he 
was giving Reaſons, why No-body ſhould ever 
doubt of it hereafter. 

Dr Bentley concludes his Whole Argument 
thus ; Now We ſee by theſe Fragments, that every 
Word of the True Book is faithfully preſerv?d ;, the 
Doric only being chang*d into the ordinary Lane 
guare, at the Fancy of ſome Copyer, ſince the 
D :ys of Stohzus. Yizzanins does not ſpeak 
quite ſo ſtrongly as the Dr ; but he gives much 
the ſame account of 'it : O45 dubiter de hoc 
Opuſculo, cum viderit coſdem qu25 retulit Stobzus 
zextus iiſdem quidem onnino verbis, at diverss 
Dialefo, Dorica ſcilicit conſeriptos ? indeqie 
tem ac facili immutatione Ocelli Opera ad Arti- 
cam traduita Dialetum ? and in the Words 
before quoted [7 Hinc certa potins, &c.] He an- 
ſwers the Cavils of thoſe who ſuſpected Oce/- 
{us from his Diale&, and handſomely turns 
their own Arguments againſt them, But I 
muſt give Dr Bentley his Due, and own he has 
here made ſome Improvement : for Yizzanius 
never thought of carrying this Argument ſo 
Fir as to prove, that becauſe theſe few Frag- 
ments cited by Srobexs exattly agree with 
Oecl- 
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Ocellus, as we now have him; therefore *tis cey= 
tain, that every Word of the True Book is faith- 
fully preſerv/d. This was a Conſequence re- 
ſery'd for Dr Bentley, which a Common Cri- 
tic, who reaſons but like other Men, would 
never have thought of : and it being the on- 
ly one which he nas produc'd of his Own on 
this Occaſion, I ſhould not be juſt to him, 
unleſs I fairly told the World, that he did zo: 
borrow it. 

And now, why don't the Critics, Great 
and Smal}, riſe up to do him Homage ? How 
many Letters can he produce, from Learned Men 
abroad, who have paid him their acknowledg- 
ments for this Information ? What has he to 
fay for himſelf ? can he pretend not to have 
ſeen this Edition of Ocel/:s ? how came he 
then to hit juſt upon all Yizzanins ſays, and 
no more ? has he not ſeen the Amſterdam 
Edition of Dr Gale neither ? To what pur- 
poſe does he think that Dr Gale ſet thoſe 
Four Paſſages out of Srobeus before his Editi- 
on, but to let People ſee that his Author was 
Genuine, and writ in Doric ? He did not 
indeed make a Stir with that matter in his 
Preface, becauſe he knew that Yizzanins had 
exhauſted the point before Him ; and he 
thought it not fit for him to take the humble 
and diſhonourable Task of tranſcriving ano- 
ther Man's Labours, either with, or without 
naming him. 

| am gladof this Opportunity of mention- 
ing the Worthy Dean of ? ork, and of paying 
my Publick Acknowledgments to him, for 
the particular Kindneſs and Favours I receiy'd 
from him, while I was under his Care. - 

Oun- 
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Foundation of all the little Knowledged I have 
in theſe matters was laid by Him ; with 1 
eratefull; own : for I think my ſe!f ovli2'd 
to let the World knw, whom 1 have been 
beholden to ; tho' Dr Pertley, I find, be of a- 
nother Opinton. 

And now I think I may withont Vanity fay, 


that I have outdone Dr Z-»tley in the way of 


Diſcovery : for Mine, as in-onfiderableas it is, 
isa Diſcovery; and ſuch an one, as proves 
His to be None. 


ROM the particular 1470-2 of Speech 

which Phalaris us'd, Dr Beatley has 5r0v'd 
nothing, but this, that he can Conſtrue a La- 
tin Preface, take a Learned Man's Notions, 
and calmly put 'em off for his own ; and then 
imperiovily ſummon in the Men of 1.ctters to 
do Obeyfſance to Him, as the Diſcoverer : all 
vaich I,, and his Readers would readily have 
allow'd him, without putting him to the trou- 
ble of provingit. Having theretore thus ſtre- 
nuoufly manag*d the Argument of he Dialeft, 
ne now tarns his Formidable Pen to another 
xind of Proof : He has found out, that the 
Greekeven of that Dialett is more 4odern than 
the Times of Phalarz.. 

His Arguments on this Head are fo far 
rrom making any thing to his purpoſe, that 
one would imagine he brought 'em only as 
i» many Inſtances to illuſtrate what he ſaid 
in the 13th Page, that Men have been deceiv'd 
4 their Conjettures of this uature, even to Ridi- 
cle. For, could he make out what he aims 
at, and produce ſome Expreſſions from theſe 
Epi- 
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Epiſtles, that are not us'd by the Ancient 
Greck Writers, what would he infer from 
kence ? that theſe Words were certainly 
coin'd ſince the Age of P»1laris ? how does he 
know but that they m:zht be then in uſe, and 
dropp'd afterwards when the Learned Age 
came 0n ; and reyiv'd 2-10, as that declin'd? 
Horace thought ſuch Changes and Revoluti- 
ons in Speech not unuſual : and it might 
eahily be prov'd, that there have been many 
ſuch, both in the Greek and Latin Tongue ; 
but that Dr Bentley has made the Proof of 
it ſupertlnous here : fr he has not produc'd 
any One Word, that is of that Nzw Stamp he 
pretends. And among all the Marks and 
Moles (a) which he ſays, betray the Epiſtles to 


3 


2) Difcre 


be 4 Thouſand Tears younger than Phalaris (b) \P- 52s 


he has had the Judgement to chuſe out ſuch, 
as betray Him to be as little a Critic in 
the Greek Language, as he is in his 
Own. 

He has fo propos'd his Firſt Inſtance, that 
He and I ſhall have no Diſpute about it in This 
Place : TpoTfeTa, in the _ of accuſing, is, 
he ſays, an Innevation in Language, for which the 
Antients ud mropiprw. I entirely agree with 
him, *tis an Innovation in Language, and a 
very Modern one ; ſo Modern, that I ſuſpect 
*twas firſt broach d by 2 Lirrl: Greek, that writ 
towards the latter end of the 15th Century : 
(whom I fhall not forget to talk with 07 this 
ſcore, when I find his Criticiſm in its Proper 
Place, among the Faults of the Yerſiv..) and 
conſequently I apprehend tle Epiſtles 19 \ 'C 
in no danger from This Word ; bu: the next 
J$*ms ty carry Terior in it. For the Dr Ce- 
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clares, that mp»0Soxi7e, Which in the XVIIth 
Epiſe. muſt ſignifie, having given before, was 
never ſo us'd by the Ancients, but always for ha- 
ving betray d. And this is one of the Inſtan- 
ces that is to bring down the Date of the 
Letters a Thouſand Years lower than their pre- 
tended Author. Let it have its force, to the 
Confuſion of Phalaris, and all his Adherents : 
but what ſhall we do for St Paul? He comes 
far within this Period ; ſo that the Writings 
that carry his Name muſt be Four hundred 
Years Younger than we Chriſtians ſuppoſe 
*em : and the Epiſtle to the Romans conld not 
be the Genuine Work of that Apoſtle, but was 
penn'd ( as Phalaris's Epiſtles were) by ſome 
more Recent Sophiſt, whom Dr Bentley has 
detefted and unmask'd by the word ax3ilwner, 
employ'd to ſignifie, he gave before; [ Rom. 
X1, 35.] but never us'd in this ſenſe, till many 
Ages after our Saviour. What ſhall we ſay 
to this ? Shall we allow Dr Bentley to be a 
Scurvey Critic, or ſhall we in Tenderneſsto 
his Honour, give up our Bibles? Perhaps 
the Dr may, for this once, be miſtaken : 
and Pm the rather inclin'd to think he is, 
becauſe I find axg/iSoprand eeidorr; us'd in the 
very ſame ſenſe by the Beſt Writers of Anti- 
(4K 76y Quity : Xenophon (a), Demoſthenes (b ), and Ari- 
Ts e5(,0 ſtotle (c) ;, It the Occonumicks by his, 
@HACUEr gov 
. fin margine refiis aggprAcuerc) amd Sort, x im plnds meged Wnt 
&SE T9 SAT VLA Toad egbupirepay am Which Leunclauins rightly 
tranſlates, Praterea Cyrus & Stipendium prints its debirum perſolvit, 
WG merſtruum aliud antc tempus numeravit. New. Zellen, 1.1. pe 441+ 
(b) = win (aur & vasras-w of T4 iy deirer pets x, Ted eames 
85 £x35w 153&Av& Orat. grgs Hionunks / 
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Theſe are Great Authorities ; but if they 
ſhould prevail with the Dr to withdraw this 
Argument, we are not yet ſafe; he has ſtill 
a ſtronger Objection againſt the Epiſtles of 
St Paul, and Phalaris, taken from the word 
$:4%, put for following ; which, he ſays, an- 
ciently fignificd to purſue , when that which fled 
fear d and ſhunn'd the Purſuer, What pity 
tis, the Knowing Dr Hody had not lcarnt 
this Secret Piece of Criticiſm ſooner ? how 
eaſily might he have prov'd the Septuagint 
of a much leſs Authority, and Later Date 
than Yoſſius contended for, by that Expreſli- 
on in Ezra (ix. 4+ ) 725 6 diaxov Ayer Ots ? by 
which however the LXX, I ſuppoſe were 
far from meaning , every one that perſecures 
the Word of God. Aww, as I remem- 
ber. is us'd once only by Phalaris in this 
ſence; but I am ſure *tis frequently ſo em- 
ploy'd by St Pal; and Remarkable it is, 
that in one Paſſage of his Epiſtles the Word 
is taken both in Phalari;'s following, and Dr 
Bentley's perſecuting Sence, within the Compal: 
of two Lines: :21f:via Siduorres* *Evaoy are 7%; 
Irgrovlas vuas' Rom. XII. 13, 14. Now let 
Pkalaris ſhift for himſelf ; but I am agen con- 
cern'd to put in one word for our Apoſtle. 
Would Dr Beytley give himſelf Time to con- 
ſider, he wov'd find, that Awe, 3n all its va- 
rious acceptations ſtill implies the Notion of 
Folliwing : ſometimes the Thing /u/9w'4 has 
reaſon to fly and fear t!;c Follower ; and then 
It fignihes to prr/vc tn Dr P.xrlcys ſence : but 
ſometimes the Thing {/r'd is leſs ſhy and 
timorous ; and then it li2nihes hare.ly co follow, 
Theocritus ſays, 
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Now tho' the Kid might Le afraid of the 
Iolf, yet the Cyriſus is not ſo apt to run 
away from the Kid: and Yirgil thereiore, 
who underſtood the force of a Greek Word 
as well as Dr Bentley, tranilates It thus, 


— Lupus ipſe Capellam, 

Florentem Cytiſum ſequitur laſciva Capella. * 
where the Word /equirur, which is of it ſelf 
Indifterent, is, as the Greek Word 4A:z« is 
in Theocritufs Verſe, determin'd to ſignihe 
differently by the ſeveral things to which it 
is apply'd. In much the ſame ſence it is us'd 
by Ariſtotle, throughout his Ethicks, where- 
ever he has occaſion to expreſs a purſuit after 
Honour, Riches, Pleaſure, Virtue, and many 
ſuch Objetts, which are under no feartul ap- 
prehenſtons of the purſuer. If Dr Bentley 
benot yet convinc'd, I refer him for his far- 

ther ſatisfattion to Plato (a), 


(a) Tavre iv, & King, 
( Tis Socrates ſpeaks) 'Eu- 
laws gels Moy EhÞWe$ 41,4)» 4 v 
CWpegvys £145 1whey* dT get 
5 05 Folks, THUECIY" KEAZUEO) 
3" Adlwator Phd. 
( b) Oaiys UStpov 4 Lwnty 
es Ti Taw* Faliulus 
followed Komulus into the 
City, F. CZ, 


and Dionyſius Halicarnaſſens (b); 
and I deſire him particularly 
to confider thoſe Words of 
Xenophon, in the Memoirs of 
Socrates, pn Ths emnatTies geuyars 
x T55 tvyropives Sroxay, WAICH, 
according to the little Skill I 
have in Greek, 1s to be tran- 
{lated thus ; We o:zght ro fly the 


Men of a Troubleſome Teriper , and to court 
the Candid, But if ©0644 here Hignified roperſe- 
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chkte, then g:/y62,whih is opposd to it, would 
figr:fie ro courts, and © indeed we ſhould have 
a recept for Courting Dr Bentley. 

He iaftances avzain in theſe words, T=i {oy 
waz, which in one of the Epiſtles are meant 
to expreſs Lovers of their Children , whercas 
fays he, this of Old wo:1ld have been taken for 4 
Flagitious Love of Boys; and he would argue 
from thence, that this uſe of the word maſt 
be introdnc'd by fome Modern Sophiſt Now 
to Me the Argument ſeems to lie quite the 
other way; and fince the words miſwy :$a54y 
and -rtgsmi were, In latter times, of fuch 
infamous uſage, 'tis not to be imagiun'd, that 
a Sophilt ſhould put2em into Phalaris's Mouth, 
to exprels the Love of Childrin : but 'tis very 
conceivable, that this in Phalar:s's time might 
be an innocent Expreſſion ; tho' afterwards, 
as Greece grew lewder, it had a Double Mean- 
ing, and was therefore not fit to be us'd. Pm 
ſure, I can give a better reaſon for my con- 
jefture than the Dr can for his; and it is 
this : Whene.er Phalzris has occaſion to Cx- 
preſs the Scandalous Love of "ys, he does not 
uſe this word, as Later Authors do ; he calls 
Lycinus ( Ep. IV.) #otvoy ©y mo), but nor 
muScpagls ; wulch if the Word had then born 
as Vile a ſence as it did afterwards, he would 
_—_ have done; for he had a little of 

Bentley in him at that time, and was be- 
ſtowing the very worſt Names he could 
think of upon his Adverſarics, Beſides, 
a Soy teazi, and mud\:pami ſound very difte- 
rently ; and if we take the Whole Sentence 
in Phalaris together, MAMot muddy ures Ecocut 
TINUTE5; mes ur foay &8 Tiara, the Connexion plain- 
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ly ſhews, that {rs $23 cani have no ill 
meaning. Nay, long, fter //4yjrs time,we 
have Inſta-ces whore theſe Words are em- 
ploy 'd in a Vertuovs $£15c% : 7.42 uſes em ſoal- 
moſt every where;zparticularly in his Suuraey 
they recurr often, and under a Chiite mean- 
* Tlefyrue INF, *, if Plato's own word may be taken for it, 
- 6 _ If Dr Bentley thinks otherwiſe, and dares ſay 
—»— Ag 6 ſo, I leave him to be ſcourg d by Mr Norris, 
nary; 21d the reſt of the / Laroniſts. 
welet, 44 T8 Zuyſevis dam £ouer GC, 1avs one of the Perſons in that 
Dialogue —— Who imme{tiately atterwa-s protelles,that he meant 
not thele Words of a Laſcicious Love : uS8 of av $5548 Tir i) n of 
erpod 19) oy gwen dts aeaTTs Wratrigl rhe y aifh Euvar alTys 
ca KEY dAHG Gm ns” aWNA GAN» Tm Benoit k 47604 H vw SAN 
Ts, &c. Þ. 192. Inthe ſame manner m'raid 4, which generally 
had a Scandalous Sence, is by P!:t7 often us' in a Good one : parti- 
cularly in his Phadrus z where Socrates calls! yſis the Orator aifps 
Tm Tux, Phodri D-licie, becauic of Phedrus's aimiring and de- 
lighting in Zyſtas's Orations. Sec. p. 236. 


Till I am at leiſure to look out for more 
Authorities, I hope Plaro may be thought con- 
fiderable enough to ceuntenance Yhalaris in 
the uſe of this Expreſſion : but the Dr has 
ſtill a Proof in reſerve, which he takes to be 
the moſt diſtinguiſhing Mark of a Late Wri- 
ter. Ouyariees (Ep. CXLI ) 1s us d for Mai- 
dens : this, he ſays, is a moſt manifeſt token of 
a Later Greek ;, even 1 7etzes interprets it Otga- 
=»ipa; : that is, ( if | can make any Sence of 
what he ſays) this Uſe of the Word is ſo mo- 
dern, that even Tzetzes's himſelf was aſham'd 
foto employ ir, and therefore put Ozpae ivz 5 
inſtead of it. But if Tzerzes's Judgment may 
go for any thing, he's of my ſide , for he 
cites the Epiſtles as Genuine : and therefore 
to be ſure did not ſubſtitute ©427eive; in the 
room 
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room of 9za7pz,hecauſe he thought this ſence 
of the word Modern, And here again I muſt 
put the Dr in mind of his Bible, For in the 
LXX we find, WAA Buzartecs MTYJ2 70 BASTON 1 
( Prov. XxxXi. 29.) where far: muſt mean 
Women, Or Maidens : But theſe Mzidens Were 
Some-body*s Darghters; =nd fo, I juppoſe, were 
thoſe that Phalari: preſented to his Friend, 
The ſame Expreſſion recurrs t99 in the Evan- 
eelifts, where they tell us what our Sayiour 
ſaid to the Woman that touch'd the Hem of 
his Garment ; St Mathew bas it, $%97 Wyarry, 
i mi515 0% ovowke ov; And St Tar}, boy arty, 1 mans 
ez fi 0%, | need not £o farther for Inſtan- 
ces, ſince *tis probable that chis Criticiſm is al- 
together founded on a miſtake ; and what we 
now rcad 0vza7ieg; in the modern MSS of Fba- 
laris, was in the more ancient ones contracted- 
ly written $5;, which might he read either 
Puzezriegs, Or Feamirg, as the Copyer chanc'd 
to hit upon If, Tzerzc: therefore might truly 
read, and not interprer It $wamivg ; and (as it 
has often end in Other Cates ) ris Truc 
Reading, which is corrupted in the entire MS 


®. 
« * 


of the Author, be preſerv'd in this cited Paſ- 
ſage of him. If our great Dcaler in MSS$ did 
not obſerve this, where is his S20acity ? It he 
obſerv'd it, without owning it, where is his 
Sincerity ? He muſt give me leave now and 
then to ask him an Inſulting Quefion ; He 
has ask'd me a great many. But 1 have One 
Enquiry more to make of him ©; this occaſli- 
on; and that is, Whether h: thin, thar his 
Philoſophical Leftures ſecve 010 16 the ofta- 
bliſhment of Religion, than lis Cr /rici/ane dn 
to overthrow it ? For is he not Pole, het 
the Idioms of the Letters prove them ro ho 
= 4 T 434, 
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a Thouſand Years later than Phalaris ? And are 
not ſome of theſe very Idioms frequently to 
be met with both in the Goſte/s and Epiſtles ? 
Should not ſo Profound a Grzcian and Divine 
as He is have look'd a little into the New 
Teltament, before he had pronounc'd ſuch 
raſh and groundleſs Aﬀertions ? Could Men 
imagine One, who writes at this rate,to have 
any Meaning, they would think he had a very 
ill one: but the whole management of this 
Controverlie clears him from all ſuſpicions of 
Meaning and Dcſign, 

' Theſe are all the Marisof Novelty, which he 
has given himſelt the trouble to take notice 
of ; They that will ſearch, he ſays, may find more 
of this ſort : without queſtion they may ; but 
if they don't find ſome of another ſort, they'll 
have the Diſcretion to keep their Diſcoveries 
to themſelves, and not expoſe *em to be cor- 
re&cd by every one that can turn an Index, 

or a Lexicon (a). By ſuch 


(4a) Nee ſane quiſquam eſt 
tam procil a. copnitione eo- 
rum remotus, ut non Indicem 
certe ex Billiotheca ſumprum 


transfcrre in Libros ſuos poj- 


fit. Quint. Inſtit. /. 10+ 


Co Io 


Helps as theſe, *twould be 
ealic to collect Authorities in 
abundance againſt every In- 
ſtance that Dr Bentley has 
brought on this head : but I 


am ſo far from valuing my 
ſelf upon a multitude of Quotations, that I 
wiſh there had been no occaſion for thoſe few 
I have produc'd ; and think I am oblig?d to 
excuſe my ſelf to the Reader for that mixture 
of Latin and Greek, with which I am ford 
to vary this Odd Work of mine. I can only 
ſay, that I have been as ſparing in this way 
as Dr Bentley would give me leave to be: 
and I have the rather avoided being tedious 
upon the Particular Point in debate between 
us, 
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us, that I might have room to examine the 
General Reflefti;n which he has mzde upon 
the Change and Decay of | anguages. 

It is eafie (ſays the Dr) from the very turn 
and faſhion of the Style to diſiinguiſh a freſh En- 
liſh Congpoſition from another a hindred Tears 
old, Naw there are as real and ſenſible Differen* 
ces in the Greek ; were there as many that could 
diſcern them. But very few are ſo wvers'd and 
prattis'd in that Language, as ever to = at 


that Subtilty of Taſt *. 1 can ealily grant, that * Diſſr. 
the Engliſh Tongue has undergone very confi-P+ 53» 


derable and ſurpriſing Changes, eſpecially in 
this Laft Century ; till about rhe middle of 
which, we did not in good earneſt ſet about 
the Cultivating and Refining it : and then 
carried our Improvements ſo far, that Some 
who wrote at the beginning of this Century 
are not now eaſily nnderſtood. Ar our beſt, 
We are perhaps a l'ttle too fond of adopting 
Foreign Words; and fancying, out of a Mo- 
deſty 'peculiar ro our Nation, that we have 
not ſtock enough of our own, are continually 
borrowing from o:r Neighbours : and this 
brings a great many New Phraſes in upon us, 
and conſequently antiquates a great many 
others. Beſides, we have few things in our 
Toneve writ with any tolerable Degree of 
perfection ; and They therefore who wauld 
write or ſpeak well, have no Patterns to lo- k 
vp to, no ſure Rule, vt the preſent Mode of 
th: Age, to guide themiclves by : and as faſt 
as Thar alters therefore, the Manner of wri- 
ting muſt alter along with it. But now, if 
Dr Bentley pretends to point out as Real and 
Senſible Differences in the ſeveral Ages of the 

F 3 Greek, 


TO 
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Greek, 2s a moderate Critic may in the Ex- 
glijs, Pm afraid his Subrilty of Taft will fail 
him. Docs he take the creek of Lucian to be 
as Cifſerent from that of Plato, as our Engliſh 
New is from that-which was ſpoken ſoon af- 
ter the Conqueſt ? Are not Homer and Oppian 
much nearer one another in their Language 
than Chaucer ard Cowly ;, tho' in Time they 
are far more diſtant ? No body 1s ſo abſurd 
as toſry, thit the Greek Tongue did not ad- 
mit of ſome few Alterations in Every Age : 
but *twas incomparably the moſt fix'd and 
enduring of any that we are generally acquain- 
ted with : and I ſhall offer at Some Reaſons, 
that gave it this remarkable advantage over 
other Languages. Twas early improv'd and 
adorn'd by Men of the greateſt Genius that 
ever appeard in the World ; they poliſh'd 
and pertected it to that degree, that it was 
adrairably fitted to all the Purpoſes of Speech, 
and Ways of Writing imaginable : They 
wrought it up into all the Majeſty and Grace, 
all the Sweetneſs and Smoothneſs that an 
Happy Compoſition of Words, an Harmoni- 
ous mixture of Vowels. Diphthongs, and Con- 
ſonants, or a Juſt Cadency of Syllables could 
giveit. The beſt Greek Writers had generally 
Skill in Muſic; which was infus'd into'em from 
their Infancy, and none were reckon'd well- 
bred that wanted it, This made their Ear 
juft, and fine : and the fineneſs of their Ear ea- 
ſily flid into their Tongue ; modePd their 
Speech, and made it Tuneable, They brought 
all the Learning in the World into their Lan- 
guage; and wrotein the beſt manner, upon all 
the moſt uſefull and pleaſing SubjeRs,that could 
bene- 
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benefit, or entertain Mankind. The Natural 
Perfetion of their. Tonone, and the Jitin- 
guiſhing Excellency of their Authors in all 
Kinds of Knowledge, ani Ways of Writing, 
made *en a Compleat Standard aid Model to 
other Nations, an after -Azes; up3n which 
every one entcrymnrd to form hunſelf ; So 
that what was ture always to be I3k'4, could 
not chufſe bur laſt I»3g. Their &:mnire alſo 
did not a li:tle contribute to the Srability 
and Preyalence of their Language ; They 
overcame 3 gre: part of the Wor'd, and ex- 
tended their Tongue by their Congueſts,2s they 
had done before by tneir Commerce. All Na» 
tions borrow'd trom Them, hat They hadthat 
Contempt of theBarbarity of other Counrries, 
that they were ſhy of ſuffering either tizeir 
Manners, or their Speech to be introduc'd 
among 'em, This Pride they preſerved in a 
great meaſure, even when the Roman Empire 
was at its utmo!t heighth ; and while Rome 
flouriſh'd with the Glory of Arms, the Scz 

of Lerrning ſtill continuv'd at. Athens, This 
kept the Languaze fo far entire and nnmix'd, 
that we have Greet Books writ by Autiiors at 
almoſt Two thouſand Years diſtance, who 
diſagree leſs in their Phraſe and Manner of 
Speech, than the Books of any Two Fre! 
Writers do, who livd but Two hundred 
Years aſnnder. This then was a Peculiar 
Happineſs of the Greek Tongue ; No other 
Langnaze, that has been of knnwa and tani- 
liar uſe in the World, not even the Zet;z ir 
ſelf, enjoy'd any thing like it. An 159 or 
200 Years was the utmoſt Length of Time that 
the Latin Purity continued. And therefore, 
F 4 to 
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to Compare the Greek, the moſt. Holding 
Tongue in the World, with the Engliſh, the 
molt Fickle and Fleeting of any ; and to In- 
ferr from the obſervable difference between 
the ſeveral Ages of Engl:ih, that there was 
a« great a I"ifference between the ſeveralAges 
of Greek ; is a Compariſon and an Inference, 
which N-body, but Dr Bearhky, would have 
all -w d nimſelt to make : that is, (to be plain 
with him) No-body but One, who has no 
true Reliſh, no nice Taſte of the Beauties and 
Proprieties of Either of theſe Languages ; or 
of any Other, that he has yet pretended to 
judge of, or to write in By thoſe Marks 
and Moles of Novity which he has pointed out 
in the Paragraph we are upon, the Reader is 
by this time ſatisfied, how able he is to aſlign 
to every Greek Writer his proper Age and 


Period, meerly by the Thread and Colour of 


his Style. Indced, tho? he has the Vanity to 
declare this to be his Extraordinary Faculty, 
yet he has withal the Modeſty not ro hope that 


' (a) Differ. be ſhall convince any body (a); and in this, I 
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dare ſay, he is not miſtaken. For 'tis ſome« 
what hard to imagine, how a Man ſhould en- 
ter into the Spirit and Delicacy and all the 
Various Niceties of a Dead Tongue, who is fo 
far from having any exquiſite ſenſe of theſe 
things, even in that very Tongue, which he 
was born and bred up in, I ſhall take an oc- 
caſion by and bye to give the Reader ſuch a 
Specimen of his Engliſh Eloquence, as will 
diſcourage any body (if there be any body 
left, who is not yet diſcourag'd) from chuſing 
Him for a Taſter. In the mean time, to ſtay 


the Readei*s Longing, 1 ſhall inſtance in One 


Hap- 
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Happy Phraſe, newly minted by the Dr in 
this very Paragraph : he ſpeaks here of the 
Mienof a Face;, which, as | take It, 1s much 
the ſame thing with the Behaviour of a Look, 
or the Carriage of a Smile : | do not know 
how particular the Dr's Mien or his Face, 
may be ; for, to my knowledge, 1 never ſaw 
him ; but the Afien of the Face of his Scyle 
the Reader muſt allow me, even from this ſin- 
gle inſtance, is ſomewhat extraordinary |! 


H E Uſe of the Artic Diale& was made 

one ſhrewd Objefion againſt Phalarisz 
the Uſe of the Artic Talent, Dr Bentley is 
reſolv'd, ſhall be another. This Way of 
Counting recurrs pretty often in the Epi- 
ſtles; however not ſo often, as that an Ar- 
gument built upon it ſhould deſerve to be 
rank'd among the Genrral Proofs : but 1 am fo 
little ſenſible of the force of ir, that I am 
willing to allow it a place there ; and if 
Dr Bentley can make it out, [ promiſe to 
renounce, not thoſe Particular Epiſtles only 
from whence *tis taken, but the Whole Sett 
of them, 

The Dr, upon this Article, accuſes his 
Mock Phalaris of miſtaking the Sicilian Tas 
lent : and this Miſtake of his, he, with his 
uſual Gaity, calls a Slippery Way of telling 


HMony (a); and therefore cautions. us againit -,1 niger. 
dralrg with him (b) He explat s himſelip. 51. 
this, -- That the Sicilian Talerr was the Lows. (5) Thids 
eſt : t any; that Fhalaris promiſing in his Epi-t: 5+ 


ſties to ſeveral of his Countrymen Talents in 
General, muſt be underitood to mean S:cilian 
1a 
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2015, whereas he means nothing like it; 


FOGTHR (lays he Dr) : ; A Bang Al: TWEYE —_— 
an 1 p73; 5+} 1d C16 Al {. "jt, th Al b; 'C —_ 


Scots V's, © Freach | vresz few, 1 [uppoſe, 
wo;.id carc to ram Dial gs with rim. Ard this 
1 of thiſe Letters F, 
So far from being the Caſe, that the Caſe is 
juſt contrary ! bor it the $il:an T ilegts were 
ſo very Low, and /halaris mult he thought to 
intend them in his Promiſes, and yet paid 
Attic ones; ! hoſe he dealt with had certainly 
no reaſ>n to complain of him, Would a man 
think himſelf il] us'd in Scorland, who ſhould 
have a General Promiſe made him of ſo ma- 
ny Po:mds, which he expeted to be made 
900d In the Found: of "the Country ; and re- 
ceiv'd *emafrerwards i in good Engliſh Sterling ? 
What could poflibly give this Perverſe Turn 
even to Dr Bun!.ys Imagination ? What 
Cloncy Autiior had he been converſing with, 
that conld put him into this State of Perple- 
xity and Confuſion ? We have great hopes 
indecd that the Intricate Accounts of this Pa- 
ragraph ſhould = clear d up, by ſuch an Head 
in iu:h Order ' But, it may be, the Dr did 
not intend this for a Remark that was to 
Edifie his Reader ; bnt for a pure piece of 
barmlcfs Diverfion, Having therefore ſport=- 
ed himſelt a little, he reſumes the Chair, and 
thus authorit: tively dictates to us. 

We are to know, that in SICiIy, as in moſt other 
Countries, the Name and Value of their Coins, 
and the way of reckoning by Summs, was peculiar. 
The Sum Talent, in the Sicilian Accomp, con* 

rain'd no more in Specie than Three Attic Drachms, 
or 
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or Roman Denares ; as plainly appears from Arie 


ſtotle *, in his now loſt Treatiſe of the Sicilian * Pollux. 
Government, And the Words of Feſtus are *ix2 6+ 


moſt expreſs ; Talentorum non unum Genus : 
Atticum ef ſex millium Denaritm, Syracuſa- 
num trium denarium. What an Immenſe Diffe- 
rence 1 One Attic Talent had the real value of 
Two thouſ:nd Sicilian Talents, Now in all theſe 
Epiſtles the very Circumſtances aſſure us, that by 
the word Talent ſimply nam'd, the Attic Talent 
is underſtood. But ſhould not our wiſe Sophiſt 
have known, that a Talent, in that Conntry where 
be had laid the Scene of his Letters, was quite ano= 
ther thing ? Without Oreftion, if the true Pha» 
laris had penn'd them, he would have reckon'd 
theſe ſumms by the Sicilian Talents, encreaſing 
only the Number : Or ſhould he have made uſe of 
the Attic Accompt, hc ſhould always have given 
expreſs notice of it ;, never ſaying T«Mavlev alone, 
without the ad:lition of 'Aft:iv (a). 

Now, in oppoſition to the Dr's Reaſonings 
and Authorities about this matrer of the T7a- 
lents, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, that what the 
Dr ſays we are to know, we are ſtill 79 know, 
after all the Information he has vouchſaf'd to 
give us; and that if wedid know it, we could 
not from ;thence gather, that theſe Epiſtles 
are Spurious. For if there is room to ſuſpe&t 
that the Dr*s Witneſies are corrupted, if their 
Teſtimony is inconliſtent, ifthey tell us things 
demonftratively falſe, if the Dr ſays more 
than his Witneſſes do, if there be ſtronger 
Authority to counterbalance theirs ; if, ad- 
mitting what they ſay, or what the Dr makes 
'em ſay, to betrue, the Letters may be never- 
theleſs Anthentic :; if theſe things can " 
mace 
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made good, the Dr will, I hope, pardon me, 
if I refuſe t- part” with Phalaris, upon any 
Q1:35rel abont the Talents. 
Tix Drs WitnelTs are Pollux, and Feſtus, 
whom | ſhall examine ſeyerally. 457.c in- 
deed is call d in for a Witneſs; but He not 
appearing in Perſon, we have his Teſtimon 
only at ſecond-hand : ſo that its force wilt 
wholly depend on the Authority of Pollex, 
the Relater. To Him we are referr'd in the 
Margin ; but it doth not appear from the 
Book and Chapter there cited, that the Trea- 
tiſe of Ariſtorle which, the Dr ſays, is #ow 
Loft, was ever found, That Ariſtotle wrote 
Teairdes, Or accounts of the State and Policy 
of ſeveral Particular Cities, and of ſeveral 
Sicilian Cities, among the reſt, 


* Tonr6ize ata July js ſufficiently known * - but 
Fei{cuy iiSnori a 5 $44", that he wrote any thing 
Khts Sans oTIgs, SAT 

ey (41, helTheATK YU Ky : Zack 
ara rixa Diog.imVit.Arift a Treatiſe of the Sicilian Go» 


which bore ſuch a Title as 


vernment, We want the Light 
of ſome other Loſt Treatiſe to make plain 
to us. A Treatiſe of Ariſtotle, but not under 
this Name, is cited by Polrx in this Chapter : 
but whether that part of this Chapter which 
concerns the value of Talents be genuine, we 
have Room to douht. Seberrs, in his Notes 
on Pollux, tells us, that from Pag. 435, v. 32, 
of his Edition, to the End of the 6th Chapter, 
(within which ſpace all that is ſaid of Talents 
lies) is wanting in One MS, But allowing it 
to be genuine,} what the Dr fays is plain 
from that place in Pollux, is ſo far from being 
Plain from thence, that Polux muſt be chang'd 
and help'd out from other Authors, before he 
can 
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can be made to ſpeak to the purpoſe. It 
plainly- appears to the Dr from Ariſtorle, as 


there cited by Pollux, that the Summ Talent 
in the Sicilian Accompt contain'd no more in Spe- 
cie than three Attic Drachms, or Roman De- 


ares. But tho? the Sicilian Talent be there 
mention'd, ?*tis neither adjuſted to Arric 


Drachms; nor Koman De- 
nares (a). Two ſorts of S;- 
cilian Talents are there taken 
notice of ; an Ancient, and 
a Later - That equal ro 24 
Aummi, This to 12. And 
the Nummus is faid to be equal 
to three uae So that be- 
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fore the Value of the Sicilian 

Talent can be ſettled from this Paſſage, the 
Value of the Nummys ſhould be firſt agreed 
on, which it will not be very eaſie to fix 
from its given proportion to the 55212, be- 
cauſe that is a Species of Money we are Stran=- 
gers to ; and the Criticks are agreed we owe 
that Coin purely toa Corrupt Reading of the 
Text: ( which, by the bye, is muck ſuch an 
Inſtance of Equivocal Generation, as that which 


the Dr tells us of *, where he makes 27: * Di. 
ſhrooms ro grow out of a Rotten Paſſage in Suldas), *- 3 5 


Some therefore for 6.2.2 read 53aia , others 
near This Latter muſt be own'd to be 
a greater departure from the .Letter of the 
Text than the Former ; (6 that if we admit 
it, in order to our ſettling the value of the 
Nummus, and conſequently of the 7 alrzr, we 
do not owe our Light in this matter to wha!. 
we read in Pollnx; butto what we gather from 

our 
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our own ConjeQures, or from other Authors. | 
When we have put jaar for awan, "tis. 
granted, that the Nammus, which is equal to 
| three half-Obolys?s, or one 0501: and an half, 
| is the ſame with the Nummus Scſtertin: of the 
| Romans: the value of which being known from 
| other Authors, and its proportion to the Ko- 
| | man Denare ;, the proportion of the Sicilian 
Talent to the Roman Denare 1s thereby made 

| out. But thoſe who go this way to work it 
| ſetling the value of the Sicilia» Talent fron, 
this obſcure and corrupted paſlage, ſeem to 

| take it for granted , that the Greek word 
| veun& in Foli:zx means the Roman Namnn, 
| or Seftertius; and then adjuſt the obſcure word 
| 5,544 ( by changing It into j5weCarz ) to the 
_ known value ofthe Seftertins. 
WRT _—_ _ But Follux tells us, that tho' * 
wid Preping (527% raunG may ſeem th be a Romas 

£30 3) iy Irenla 5 Enanig. Nome of Mony, yet it js a 
blen Lao Greck one, and a Term of the 
Dorians in Taly and Sicily. 
And if ſo, *tis more proi:able that the S:cilian 
Talent Is here compar'd to the Por jan or Si- 
cilian Num, Whatever theſe.were, than to 

the Roma? Seſtertit. Had Pulux gIven n5 the 

Value off the Sicilian |! alent in his own Name 

and Words, we might have ſ:ppos'd that 

he adjuſted it to the Roar Monies ; but ris 
abſurd to think that Aviſt 0- 

+ To uw 4pxaiey, ws tle, whoſe words *m are here 
Aetornans Aty ard” vir Cited for the value of the 
pav5, Kec% ut ſupra. Talenr, ſhould give it vs_in 
: Roman Sc:ſtertii, which were 
a Coin not ftamp'd at Rome, till after Ari- 
fotle's 
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Ground upon which the re- 32ccore 
ceiv'd Computition of the $7- 6 
cilian T alcnt ſeems £9 nave ot bers read 48 < 


been made, plainly fails. Bur — 
admitting the Anmmns berero 7 beilnr: 
be the fame with the Ronan 033 NT EBE 


Seſtertins, which we have good WW. 


reaſon not to admit; and tn1t that S241 er1i7 were the 


SurBae is rightly ſutured, cn 
which we have no re:jon to 
"rant: yet after all, Dr / c7l-y 
nas impos'd vpen us in his va- 
luation of the Sicilian Talmne. For the Value 
of the more Ancient 7c/lian Talert, which is 
equal to 24 Num or Seſtertii, will be equi- 
valent not to Three, vut to Srv Poman Denares, 
or Attic Drachms ;, it being agreed on all 
hands, that each Seferr/r-+ is One fourth part 
of a Denare or Drachn: fo that the Dr has 
ſunk the value of the 5:c/lron Talent ( admit- 
ting this Computation) halt in half. The 
Later Sicihan Ta'ent will indeed at this rate 
be, as the Dr purs it ; but the more Ancient 
one will be double its Value, But tho” the 
Dr in his way of + Afoney after Tolux, 
flips the Old Talen: ich it had been fair 
to have taken notice of fince / Lalavi; muſt 
be ſuppovd to reckon by thoſe Talents that 
were moſt ancient) wn vives us the value on- 
ly of the Lacy on. ; ver the difference be- 
tween theſe Two Tzi-nts is not, i own, fo 
great, as to be worth centerdinp for : ſince 
"tis freely acknowleds 4, rhat the Talents 
mention'd in Phalj; mult 52 put at a higher 
rate than even the greiter Sicilian Talent, if 
that 


in w-: MW. 153, 


485, with Cl. 129. 


New 4. Ts C. 525, Fails 


80 


Dy Bentley's Difertation uton the 


that was worth no more than S;x Roman De+ 
nares, Or Attic Drachms, The valve of a 'e- 
ware, Or Drachm, is computed by all Authors, 
and 1 may be provd by the S-ales to be equal 
to 7 4. 0b. ſo that ſix of theſe will amount to 
35. 94. the Price, as 1s pretended, of. the 
Greater Sicilian Talent : and Three of them, 
to half that Sum, 1 5. 10 4. ob. the value of 
Dr Bentley's Talent. But now if Poll»x had 
expreſly told me from Ariſtotle, that theſe 
were the ſeveral Values of the Two. Sicilian 
Talents, I ſhould have made ſome difhculty of 
giving him any Credit in this matter. For 1 
find, that the ſame Pollux, as we now have 
him, cites Ariſtotle for things of this nature, 
which even upon Ariflorle's Authority I can- 
not admit. He tells us from 
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Three are more than Six. 


Ariſtotle (a), that the Sicilians 
reckon'd that Two Braſs Pie- 
ces (2a) were equal to Six 
Litre; and that Six Braſs Pie- 
ces were equal to half a Lirra. 
Now that Two ſhould be 
twelve times as much as Six, 
is not according to the re- 
ceiv'd Rules of Arithmetic : 
To puzzle us ſtill more, Poll:.x 
tells us in another place (6), 
from the ſame Treatiſe of 
Ariſtotle, that Six Talents are 
equal tro Two Braſs Pieces ; 

and that Three Talents are 
equal to Three of the ſame 
Braſs pieces , that is, that 
1 beg to be ex- 


cus'd, if I cannot believe Polux, that Ariſtotle 
counted at this rate: : becauſe I alway j$ thought, 


that 
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that Ariſtotle had ſome little Skill in Mathema+ 

ticks. It would not pet haps be difficult ro of- 

fer ſome Emendations, that might ſer thele ,,, ,,.,, 
things right (a): but till that is done, Pollux's bz roo re 
Calculations are of no great Credit with me. ſ#rv'd with 
Pollux,in the ſame place which the Dr cites for #5 Pr, 7 


his value of the Talents, informs us (b), that as Mer fora 


may [ot Pollux right : and 1 wiſh the Dr himſIf were as capable of E- 
mendation. My Conj:Fuve, for I 43 not pretend 12 D-monſtrate in theſe 
matters, is this, — That £5 raavla, or rather e:amiaayrey,&c. is 418 
Error of th2 Copyiſts for «Zan rp3n $Geand, that th- Compoun4s of Y! Tpa 
with the derivatives of Tp&,and Tvamips5441d 45, were juch Doric words 
as ſignified T8 6.mv, Timprav, 4nd Tei roy Tis AtTeazs ; like the Sextans, 
Quadrans,and Triensof the Romans ; and were nothing but Two,Three, 
and Four *Ouyxiar That the Sicilian Talent was a pic? of Silver,that an- 
ſmwer'd in former days to a Talent-weight, or 60 Litrz w-1ghr of Braſs;and 
that this Quantity of Braſs was then Jivid-d into 2.4 pizces,calFd yguuons 
each yyuuO being equal to rwo prunds and an half of 5rafs, which 1he 
Romans would bave cail:4 Nummus Seſtertius ; as they would Four of 
them, a Decuſſis. That afterwards, Silver falling in Price, compar 4 
with Braſs, it ſunk at laſt ſo low (and we now from the Romans how 
much more it ſunk 2 long time after ) as that the Silver pizce calbd fore 
merly a Talent, was now worth only 1alf what it ww, and grown equi- 
valent but to Tmelve Nummi Seſte-tit, or three Deculles ; and that, 
according to that Valuz th-refor: Feſtus (if the prejent K-44ing of hin 
prevails) expreſ®4d it by Three Roman Denatii. That, by th;s rim?, lit- 
tle Silver Litrz being coin'd, equal, by the Later Value, to a Litrg of 
Braſs, and in Quantity to an A.ginean Obolus, the Vumme Seſtertius 
was conſequently equivalent to iwo and an {af of thoſ: Litrz or Oboli, 
that 15, to 4 Tpi" v nuwoCatoy, t0 be underſtood, as Pollux himſelf will 
dire@ in thatC haptzr ; And 1hit ſo, I ſuppoſe, 1t might bave been ex- 
preſ®d by Ariſtotle, a4 ſhould 52 r244 in Pollux. 

(b) He tells us expr-ſly, that the Mina of each Country is divided into 
100 Drachms of that Country, *H uvd I; ws wp Aﬀ9'wuvars ixardy 
Y %y. = \ ES k- 2 1 
W61d Jet yur: Amt: $1, eur XK D>4 Tots &Mois Tag 7 Xwpt5s $wra- 
pives Tpes Abgor T7 ial) Eager T4hav]e x7 T5 TexIneln,y apzigeory* 
L. 9. C. 6. And if the Drcachmwz of each Country rife 24d fall in pro- 
portion to the Talent, it is e-i4ent, that there are as my Hundreds 
of th:m, that 1s, as mairy Minz, in one Talznt as in another. And ſo 
Brerewood underſtands Pollux : Omne Talentum, ut Suilzs & Pollux 
inquiunt, continet Minas 60, ut Mina Drachmas 100. P:ccinde 6000 
Drachmas continebat Talentum Omne p.oprias ſcil. ezus ie ionis, cu- 
jus Talentum elle dicebatur. D: Nummy, P+ 26. 

Talentum uodvis ſex millia D: achmarum tui generis habet,quz a1 
Atticas reduRtz variant. Groen. d! Pee. Vet. Co 3» 
© the 
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the Artic Talent was divided into Sixty Attic 
Mine,and each of thoſe Mine into an Hundred 
Artic Drachms, ſo the Talent of each Country 
was diyided into the ſame number of Mixz 3 
and each Ana into the ſame number of Dr achms 
proportionably to the value of the ſeveral Ta- 
leats. Sothar the Szc;lian 141na, the Goth part 
of the greater S:il;an T alent, will at this rate 
be juſt Three Fartbings of our Money ; and 
the Sicilian Drachm, the hundredth part of that 
minute Summ, z. e. more than three and thir- 
ty times leſs than our Farthing, Now it can- 
not eafily be imaxin'd, that the Sicilian Drachm, 
which was a Coin current amongſt them, ſhould 
be ſo unconceivably little as it muſt he, if its 
yalue were but the three and thirtieth part of 
our Farthing : and yet we muſt not ſtop here, 
but muſt carry ourImagination further,and ſtill 
' break that Particle of Metal into Two Parts, 
if we would reach the Littleneſs of that other 
Drachm which anſwers to the Leſſer, or Dr 
Bentley's Talent; being not quite the 66th part 
of our Farthing,and that in Silver too: a Spe- 
cies of Mony, not to be counted without the 
help of Microſcopes. $9 that when we have oc- 
caſion hereafter toexpreſs theVaJue, or rather 
worthleſneſs,of any contemptiblePerformance, 
we ſhall in compliment to the Dr's Criticiſm 
ſay, it is not worth a Szcilian Drachm. 
| I beg the Reader's Patience, while I take a 
Review of what has been ſaid in anſwer to the 
Dr's Firſt Authority. The Value of the $:- 
cilian Talent appears clearly to him from a Loſt 
Treatiſe, which he owns has long ſince diſap- 
pear'd, and which | think never did appear. 
That part of Polax, where he finds the Re- 
mains of this Loſt Treatiſe, is of tuſpe&ed 
Cre- 
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Credit. If it is Genuine, it is Imperfe&, and 
to be ſupply'd by Gueſs. The Supplies which 
have been made to it ſeem to have been built 
upon a Wrong Suppolition, that the rw in 
Pollnx was a Roman Word, W hen theſe Supple- 
ments are admitted, they do not fink the Ta- 
lent in diſpute quite ſo low as the Dr doth. 
Pollax,whole Authority we muſt depend upon 
for this Citation from Arj/orle, cites things of 
this nature from him, which, as they there 
ſtand, are demonſtrably falſe. In his Diviſion 
of the Talent, he breaks it into pieces, which, 
admitting the Dr's Rate of the lalent, are of 
no Value and of no Uſe. 

If this Plea (for the Length of which I beg 
the Reader's Pardon | is ſufficient to invalidate 
the Authority of Pollux, the Teſtimony of Fe- 
ſtxs will admit of an eaſier Diſpatch. For not 
toinſiſt on any of thoſe Exceptions againſt Pol- 
lux, which affe& Feſtus equally with Him, it is 
obſervable that the Book which we now have 
under the Name of Feſ/:s, is not the Work of 
Feſtus, but compogd out of ſome Fragments of 
Feſtus, and an Epitome of Feſt:1s, which Parlss 
Diaconus, a mean Writer *, 
whoſe Picture Scaliger has fo 


* Paulus I mpobardus, forte 
confidenti(ſumusac meptifſumss 


drawn, as if an Acquaintance jþ;1 Fefty prus poruts acca- 
of mine had fate for it; made dere, quam quod in bujus Pate 
in Charles the Great's time. The /# mms inciderir. Jol. Scal. 
Original Feſtus, if we had him 7" £2;P<4 ad Caſtizationes 


k : in Feſtum. 
entire, was but an Epitome of 


Verrius Flaccus;, and Scaliger thinks it a Juſt 

Judgmentupon Feſtxs,for having abridgd Flac- 

cus, that his Epitome was Epitomiz'd by ſo Ig- 

. norant a Creature as Paulus. But, what is molt 

£0 our Purpoſe,thoſe that give us theſe —_— 
2 0 
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of Feſtus, (f they be His) which the Dr ſays 
are expreſs to his point, take care to warn us, 
that for Syracuſanum tri::m Denarinm, we ought 
to read, Syacuſanum trium millium Denarium. 
Which Error may be ſuppos'd eaſily to have 
crept into the Copies of Feſtus, by leaving out 
rhe Capital Letter M, between the Words Tri- 
»m and Denarium. 
I have conſulted all the Editions of Feſtus 1 
"I could meet with, and find none * which doth 
er x7) f not take notice of this Emendation ; and This 
Nets a4 the Dr conld not be a Stranger to: and had 
S-h-das He therefore been a Fair Deal:y in this matter, 
Feſti fr2g- Feſtus had not been quoted at ſuch a Looſe 
__ Rate, to prove Phalaris a fou/ one. 
814 | - 

Cee-the [me Cotbofredus's Notes upon Feſtus, p. 182 1. 

See St Ardrean's Edition of Feſtus, where, in the Text, 'tis tr4um 
Denwiun, but in the Margin, !7/um Millium. 

See Antonins Auguſt inus's Notes upon Feſtus, at the word Talent 
where he ſavs, Mendoſus hic Locus eſt,& qui non patitur Emendationem. 
tio wiim cerium eſt, [alentoriim non unum eſſe Genus, & Atticun eſſe 
Sex Milltum Denarium : Catera incerta ſunt. 

Sce Dr Bernard, de Ponderib»s © Merſuris, who ſuppoſes the Talent 
of Syr2:4/e to be of 3000 Denares, and quotes Feſtus tor it. 

See Dacicr's Notes upon Feſtus. 


The Opinion which the Dr would have us 
entertain of his Great Reading would have 
been better confirmd, had he ſupported his 
Notion of the Low Value of the Sicil:an Talent 
by good Authorities taken from approv'd Sicj- 
lian Writers, or others that purpoſely treat of 
Sicilian Aﬀairs. Bur, whether the Dr knows it 
or not, he had good reaſon to decline the teſt1- 
mony of thoſe, who ſo plainly declare againſt 
him. For they give us better Grounds for ſet- 
ting an higher Price on the Taknt, by which 

Sje 


 _w—_ OO > mo 
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S$:cilian Authors us'd to reckon,thin Tollax and 
Feſtus could give us for placing it ſo low ; tho? 
they had been more expreſs to the Dr's pur- 
poſe than they are. 

Diodorus a Sicilian,writing of Sicilian Aﬀairs, 
frequently uſes the word Talent, withoat any 
Addition ; which therefore, xcc rding ta the 
Dr, muſt mean the *jcil'an; and which yer,by 
the Circumſtance; muſt have as greit a Yrice 
put upon It as the Talents menti zn d »y Phalaris 
require. He tells ns, that Az-chocles being poſ- 
ſeſs'd of a Garriſon of the M1 fates in 5c ty, 
offer'd to ſurrender it t1 'em for thirty Ta- 
lents (a). Here a $:cil: an Wri- REP Pe 
ter ſpeaking of a Contradt 'e- Db. For mo he. 
tween the Prince of one Sici- Prov FJ Newwiay 5 iy y ar 
l; an Town, and People of ano- azro a2 ov Te! p a may T pic” 
ther, mentions Taſcnts, which tym TmAarTe Weg Sow 
mult be the Sirilian, according Tre, 
to Dr Pentley's Reaſoning; but DT OFT 
muſt not be Szc:tian, according to his Compu- 
tation. For by his Reckoning, a G-rriſon, np- 
on 2 fair bargain, was ty be parred with for 
leſs than Three pounds : which, if it be true, 
*tiS probable gathoucles POL leſs bY ſelling tits 
Garriſns, than his Pots. 

Agen "odorus tells us, that Gorgias the {a- 
mous Rhetorician of Leontiam (by,had One hune (5) Trepoms 
dred Mine a-piece from kis Scholars, ( S/c:47an * "#749 
Mine they muſt be, according to the Dr) for pr” 
teaching 'em his Art. * his, tho? taken notice _—_ _— 
of by tic Hiſtorian as an Extraordinary Price, wit)oy F 
was V<r7 inconſiderabe Pay (c) for ſo great a x4! tr 

TW ETSY 
X; Tv 4 enT"pizas afro7 2-8 fre, Pp uT! Thi? MS 64 TorTal 75 
dns \ageelanrey Sr with hy Aauli vey WRg F u2alurar pid; rare 
L. 12. (c) Itamountsto 3 4. 1 d. 0b, oft our Money 


3 Maſter 


$6 
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Maſter; unleſs we may ſuppoſe, that he taught 
at diffcrent Prices, in proportion to the Im- 
provements of his Scholars; and then I canal- 
low the Dr that there 1s.a ſort of Eloquence, 
which had been too dear a Purchaſe eyen at 
that rate. 

| From the ſame Author we 


(4) Mem 3 # udylwe; learn (4) that the Syracuſians, 
Super.snece _ v wy 6a after a ſignal Victory, gave One 
—ode dns, Mina to each of their SubjeQs, 

IS n : avs 
egeia diyres apyugis w1ey that had behav'd themſelves 


a5 


rP% well in the Fight, TheRelater 


of this is a Sicilian; thoſe who 
give, and thoſe who receive the Reward are 
Sicilians of Syracuſe, the very place from 
whence the Dr's Low Talent had its Denomi- 
nation : The Perſons honour'd with this Gra- 
tuity are ſuch as had diſtinguiſh'd themſelves 
by their Bravery ; and for their Exemplary 
Courage,and eminent Service to their Country 
they are crown'd,and each of themreceives,ac- 
cording to the Dr's Eſtimation, the moiety of 
Three Farthings. A noble Donative ! for which 
no doubt the States were often remember'd by 
the Soldiery in the beſt Wine of Syracuſe ! 
Theocritus, another Sicilian Writer, in one 
of his Iadylizzims , mentions both M4ine and 
Drachme. The Perſons he introduces ſpeak- 
ing (b)are two Syracuſcan Ladies ; they talk 
Doric, 


(6) 


Teegs p 


Tlegfivias Ad TH T3 12, TaHVNES LUMP 1AG! 


TiTo pint Ai wor, @hxw 44TH 4 TU tg 5K ; 


TT29Etvan” 


M3 uvd 015, Toy? env apppio ravucy * wiey 
”"H d/o" Idyll. 1s 


* Stephens in the margin reals uydc- 
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admires the Others fine Habit, which ſhe had 
put on upon a Great Feſtival, to appear at 
Court in, and asks the Price of it : The O- 
ther anſwers her, that it coſt ſomewhat more 
than a ina or two ; and ſeems to make an 
Excuſe for her Extravagance : which, if ſhe 
paid for it in the Dr's Mony, ſhe need not 
have done, conlidering they were her Holi- 
day-clothes, 

In the ſame Jldyllizm we have an account of 
FiveFleeces (*) b:ught for Seven D-achms Itis 
true, we are told it was had ware : but the 
Woman had no great Reaſon to rail at her 
Husband as a Spendthrift, and an ill Market- 
man (as we find ſhe doth) it the Whole Pur- 
chaſe fell ſhort of the Eighth part of a Far- 
thing, 

It would be eafie, if pardonable, to multi- 
ply Inſtances of this Nature from Stc:lia7 
Writers, or ſuch as treat of things trauſated 
in Sicily. A Neighbouring 
State (a) is by a Bribe of 15 (4) Diod., Sic. &. 12. 
Talents (b) prevail'd with to (#) Leſs rhanzo Shillings. 
forſake the Azrigentines, their ? 7. V 
Allies. Sixty Talents (c) are 67 EET 
ofter'd by the Egeſtani of Sici- . ( m_ "_ ws FI yo" 
ly for a Months pay (4d) for ag" Plut- in Vita Time 
60 Ships, which they had oc- 1,,;i;. 
caſion to borrow. T7 imoleon (e) 
the Reſtorer of Syracsſe to its Liberties and 

G 4 Rights 


(*) Xouts monly” Eye gfe} apyryie: Atckaee;” Z 
*ETix 522 way xindls, yediav um: AUTH TWPA7» 
Tliprs m3tws FAQS) tx (85, & my pug  —— 
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Rights, was magnificently buried by the 
State, which he had deliver'd, at the Charge 
of (a) 200 Mine, A vaſt 
(4) 65. 3 4. Fund of (b) a Thouſand Ta- 
(6) Leſs than 100 ponds. *Jents is rais'd by letting out 
Ground and Houſes to 60000 
men, for the Recruit of Syra- 
cuſe, after it had been ruin.d 
(c) Plut. ibid, by a War (c). Dior's Eſtate, 
d) which lay at Syracuſe, 1s 
(6) Flory 09s Fo Fane a Great one my 
« Its full valve ſaid to be an 
(e) Leſs than 1o pounds. Hundred (t) Talents, Two 
(f) Poly. p- 249+ Sicilian Princes (f) ſend 75 
(8) Leſs than 7 pounds. Talents to the Rhodiars (o) 
for their Relief, after they 
had been ruin'd by an Earthquake ; but could 
not raiſe ſo great a Sum at once, and there- 
ſore ſent it by Parcels. In ſhort, after 
ſome ſearch into this matter, I am perſwa- 
ded no one inſtance can be produc'd of Ta- 
lents, or other Moneys mention'd by any Sici- 
lian Writer, or any one that writes of Sici- 
ly, which will countenance or admit of the 
Low Valuation of the S;cilian Talent, that 
Dr Pentley eſpouſes. 
But becauſe 1 find the Modern Dealers in 
ancient Monies go into the Opinion of a Sici- 
{ir Talent of Low Value, without any other 
Authority, as I can find, but tlic obſcure and 
interpolated Paſſages of Pollux and Feſtze, 1 
ſhall lay no ſtreſs upon the Exceptions that 
have been made againſt that Opinion : ſince 
we may freely admit ſuch a Low Value of this 
Talent, and yet think theſe Letters Genuine. 
For there might be a low Value of the Sjciliar; 
| Ta- 
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Talent in ſome other Age, and yet the Talent 
of Phalaris s time might be higher. Or there 
might be a Talent of this Low Value in other 
parts of Sjcily,and yet theTalent of /grigentumn, 
a diſt;n@ State, might be higher. Or there 
might be a Low Talent (4) of 
baſer Metal, ſuppoſe Braſs, e- being compar 410 yeaxci,and 
qual ro a Litra; and yer the b.ivg according to the preſens 
Silver Talents, which Phalariys _— of why, ern a 
are exprcſly ſaid to be (b alus 1121 ibey, ſeem ro be 
might be higher. Or a ws n m_ m _—_— 
might be a Low Vilne usd A bict torres 
by the atives, and ancieat Inhabitants of $;- 
cily, and the Talent us'd by the Greet Colonies 
that plac'd themſelves there, might be higher. 
Or if in Phalaris's time there was a Silver Ta- 
lent of this Low Va ve, of uſe among the Greek 
Colonies, at Agrigent, andelſewhere, as poſ- 
fibly there might have beena piece of Silver ſo 
call'd, becauſe Equivalent to a Talent weight 
of Braſs ; and ſuch Litra's there were we 
know : yet could it not be properly term'd a 
Talent of Silver Money, when a Talent was 
ſimply mentiorn'd, and without ſpecification. 
For then it muſt mean the Common Talent, 
not that conliſting of little Obolary Litre, re- 
preſen.ing Braſs Pounds, but That every 
where us'd, made of Litre, or Mine of the 
ſame Metal, and thoſe divided, each into an 
100 Drachme, and theſe into Obo!; : How ever, 
if this is not to be admitted, yer ſtil] the 
P.2aſons that may be offer'd for Phalaric's uſing 
the Attic Diale&t (to ſpeak looſely) tho” a 
$:-ilian, will juſtifie his reckoning the Talents, 
a$ the Athenians did. Or it theſe Letters 
might by a Later hand be chanz'd ont of the 

Doric 


(a) The Talents in Pollux, 
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Doric Diale& into the Artic, the ſame hand 
might make 'em ſpeak Artic, in the valuation 
of the Monics. All theſe Suppoſitions muſt 
be ſhewn impoſſible, before any convincing 
Ar2nment can be drawn from hence, to prove 
th:ſe Letters Spurious. Or Laſtly, tho? none 
of theſe Reafonings ſhould hold, *ris agreed 


Yo 


(4) Talentum fine aJeai- 
one Scriptoribus antiquis 
paſſim pro Attico. Gronev. 
de P.c. Vet. c. 2. 

Talentum Atticum pro- 
pric Te4Azv7To in icriptis 
Grzcis Latiniſque. Bernard. 
m Ep. a1 Pocock. 

Semper in AuRoribus 
4 . - 
(p:rter Sacros) ubi Nomen 
#al-7t1 occurit, hoc iplum 
CAincum, booo D:rachma-r 
an Arirum) intelligen- 
dum of, & Nomen Talenti 
zblolute poſfitum fir, neq; 
tiftinctionis causa aliqui4 
adficiatur. 


b, thoſe, who treat of cheſe 
matters (a), and give us this 
low Value of the Sicilian Ta- 
lent, that whereever theWord 
Talent is ud by Greek Wri- 
ters, without any addition, 
the AerticTaleat muſt be under- 
ſtood. So farare the Learned 
from thinking, as the Dr doth, 
that Phalaris, had he made 
uſe of the Attic Accompt, ſhould 
always have given expreſs no- 
tice of it 5 and acver have ſaid 
T:aavrev alone, without the aa- 


dition of *Afmir, For They, 


who were converſant in ©6- 
ther Books belide Dictiona- 
ries were ſenſible, that Sicilian Writers fre- 
quently us'd theWordT alert in theAttic ſence 
of it, without any ſuch expreſs Limitation, 
And if Other Sicilian Authors might expreſs 
themſelves in this manner, without being ſu- 
{pected as Spurious, Phalarzs Is unjuſtly ſuſpe- 
&ed by the Dr on this account. As to this 
head, he ſtands or falls, with the reſt of his 
Countrymen : and I doubt not but the Rea- 
der, upon a fair and impartial View of what 
has been ſ9id to This Article of Dr Bentley's 
Indictment againſt Phalaris, will pronounce 
him Nor Giulty, H I. 


Brerewoaod de Num. þ. 27+ 


od. aa i. AE AG _ 


Epiſtles of Phalaris, Examir'd, 


Itherto Dr Bertly has kept himſelf pret- 
| ty well within his Province, and criti- 
cis'd chiefly'upon Words, and Phraſes, and 
DialeQs ; in his next General Proof he ven- 
tures to criticiſe upon Things, and to ſhew 
the Letters an Impoſture, Gow the Matter 


gr 


and Bufineſs of *'em *. They are a Fardle of * Diſſert. 
Common Place, ( he ſays) without any Life or p. 55+ 


Spirit from Attion and Circumſtance : When Tou 
come to *em, YOU FIND BY THE EMPTI- 
NESS AND DEADNESS OF THEM, THAT 
YOU CONVERSE WITH A DREAMING 
PEDANT, WITH HIS ELBOW ON HIS 
DESK ; not with an attive ambitions Tyrant, 
with his Hand on his Sword, &c, All that 
takes or affetts Tou is a Stiffneſs, and Statelineſs, 
and Opereſeneſs of Style, &c. which us quite aliene 
from the Charafter of Phalaris, a Man of Buſi- 


ſineſs and Diſpatch *Þ. 


* Dillert. 


Stiffneſs, and Statelineſs , and Oreroſeneſs of ® as 


Style, is indeed quite aliene from the Charatter of 
a Man of Buſineſs and Diſpatch : for which 
reaſon, any body that reads Dr Bentley would 
eaſily gueſs, that he is not + Man of buſineſs. 
And not being a Man of Buſineſs, but a Lj- 
brary-keeper, it is not over modeſtly done of 
him, to oppoſe his Judgment and Taſte in 
this caſe to that of Sir Wiliiam Temp.e , who 
is cert-ialy a Man of Buſineſs, and knows 
more of theſe things, than Dr Bentley does 
of FHelychius and Suidas, For, as his Friend 
Mr Wotron has with Great Sagacity obſery d, 
It is Univerſally acknowledg'd, that he who has 
ſtudied any Subjef js a better Tudge of that Subs 

jet, 
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jet, than another Man who did never purpoſely 
bend his Thoughts that way ;, provided they be 
*Refle&. both Men of Equal Parts*. Sir William Temple 
upon an- has ſpent a good part of his Life in tranſ-- 
cient and jnp Affairs of State z He has written to  iags, 


—— and They to him : and this has qualified him 
©? . . . P , 
>. 20 tojudge how Kings ſhould write, much bet- 


ter than all Dr Berntleys Corieſpondence 
with Foreign Prof: fſors ;, eſpecially if they be 
Auch Profeſſors, as have the Jud zm-nt to ad- 
mire Him, and His Humanity. | ſhall not ther e- 
fore offzr a Word on the General Part of this 
Head, in Juſtification of the Epiſtles : I fhall 
barely ſet d':wn the Paſſage in which Sir W:l- 
liam Temple expreſſes his Sence of this mat- 
ter ; and ſhall then leaye it to the Reader, 
whoſe Opinioa hell think fit to take, cither 
His, or the Library keeper's at St James, 
Sir William $s admira'le Words are, I think be 
muſt have but little skill in Fainting, that cannot 
find out this to be an Original. Such Diverſity 
of. Paſſions upon ſuch Varitty of Attions, and Þaſ- 
ſages of Life and Government ;, ſuch fre dom of 
Thou ht, ſuch Boldneſs of Expreſſion ;, ſuch Boun- 
ty to Gs Friends, ſuch Scorn of his Enemies ;, ſuch 
Honour of Learned Men, ſuch Eſteem of Good ; 
ſuch Knowledge of Life, ſuch Contempt of Death, 
with ſuch Fierceneſs of Nature, and Cruclry of Re- 
venge, could never be repreſented but by Him that 
pofſeſOd 'em. And I eſteem Lucian to have been 
9 more Capable of Writing than of Alling as 
Phalaris did. In all One writ You find the Scho- 
lar, or the Sophiſt; and in all the other writ, 
the Tyrant, and the Commander. It is plain, 
Sir William Temple does not write like a Dream- 
ing Pedant, with his Elbow 6n his Desk;, and 
there- 
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therefore. the Readcr perhaps will be apt to 
take his Judyment, when he tells him, that 
Fhalari, does not write like one neither. 
I canrot but obſerve that Dr Bentky is here 
and cl{ewhere(a) very Liberal 
in diſtributing the Reproach , (4) Thoſe Little Pedants, 
of Pedantry; which is to Me, 1 7,9 eaon /oalir atour inthe 
confeſs, a plain Proof that he m— ha a 
has no juſt Notions of it: for try in the matter, p. 65. * 
if he had, it is ſo high an Of- affeted 19 excel each 
fence againſt Good Manners, _ _  —— 
and Good Senſe,that methinks *** © 
he ſhould impute it more ſparingly. I will en- 
deavour therefore to ſet him right;which per: 
haps I ſhall be the Letter able to do, becauſe 
having convers'd much a late with ſome Wri- 
tings,where this Beauty of Style prevails, I have 
very ſtrong and ſenlible Impreſſions of it, 
PEDANTRY is a Word of a yery various 
and mix*d meaning, and therefore hard to be 
Defind : but I will Deſcribe it to the Dr as 
well as I can, by pointing out ſome of the 
Chief Marks and 2oles of it.- 
The firſt and ſureſt Mark of a Pedant is, to 
write without obſerving the recetv'd Rules of 
Civility, and Common Decency : and without 
diſtinguiſhing the Charafters of Thoſe he 
writes to, or againſt : For Pedantry in the 
Pen, is what Clowniſhneſs is in Conyerſation ; 
tis Writren Ili-breeding. 
It is Fedantry, to affect the uſe of an Hard 
Word, where there is an Ealie one; or of a 
Greek or Latin Word, where there 1s an 
Engliſh one, thyt ſignifies the very ſaTe 
thing, And theſe Two Meanings of the Word 


my 
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my Lord Roſcommm ſeems to have hinted in 
thoſe fine Verſes of his ; which are worth at 
leaſt half a dozen Pages of Dr Bentley's Scraps 
of Callimachus, Notes and all. 


The Soil intended for Pierian Seeds 

Huſt be well purg'd from rank Pedantic Weeds. 

Apollo ſtarts, and all Parnaſſus ſhakes 

At the rude Rumbling Baralipton makes. 

For none were &er with Admiration read, 

But Ii ho, beſide their Learning, were well bred. 
Eſſay on Tranſl. Verſ. 


How Dr Bentley will, on theſe Articles, ex- 

cuſe his Familiar Treatment of Sir Wjliam 
(a) Could Temple (a), and his Courſe Compliments to 
neither diſ- Me (b) ; how he will bring off his Greek and 
—_— Latin Proverbs (c), his aliene, and negoce, and 
—_— ; concede,and repudiating a Vernacular Idiom, with 
Value of an Hundred other ſuch Elegances of Speech, 


bis Au- Lleave him to conſider at his Leiſure, 
t hors. p. 6. 
—Critiſm of 4 Peculiar Complexion , and muſt proceed from a Sin- 
gularity of Palate and Fudgment, P. 7. 
(b) Sorry Critic, Bungling Tinker, Luctian's Aſs, ©. 
(c) ToAnd eguvd T4 Tokius, Alinus ad Lyram, Gr. 


To over-rate the Price of Knowledge, and 
to make as great ado about the true Rendring 
of a Phraſe, or Accenting of a Word, as if an 
Article of Faith, or the Fortune of a King- 
dom depended upon it, is Pedantry. And fo 
is an Aſſuming and Poſitive way of deliver- 
ing ones ſelf, upon Points eſpecially not worth 
our Concern, and not capable of being per- 
fetly clear'd. And whether Dr Bentley be 
guilty in this reſpect or no, the Reader will 
be 
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be able to judge, when he has caſt his Eye 
on the Margin, and conlider d, how many 
times the Dr in his Diſſertation, has frecly 
usd the Word Demonſtrate of his own Per- 
formances (a) : and withal, how fond he is of 


a (4) —- TER 
Negatives, (a very dangerous way of Speech!) n.,,,... 


and that in Caſes oftentimes where the Con Rated, 
trary Affmative is moſt certainly true 5 as tha: the | 
it is, and ſhall be prov'd to be, in all thoſe £25 f 


4p: 
Inſtances, which this Mark + reterrs to, po 50 
pu ICH 


FP. Yo 

— that Demonſtrate Anaxilaus to have liv'd -— P. 26. ; 
— Demonſtrate the Doric Dialect to have been, &c. P. 42. 
— Eut which is plain Demonſtration, P. 48. 
— ll Demonſtrate 'em by and by to be an Impoſiure. P. 116. 
— 1 ſhall Demonſtrate ours ro be of 2 modern date. P. 128. 
—75 4 Demonſtrative Proof P. 141. : 
+ There was no ſuch thing as Trazedy while be ty anniz'd at Agrt- 
gentum. P. 40. 

ard owrore never us'd by the Ancients in that ſovc?, P, $2. 

By that time 1 have done with 'em, it will 62 no mG61e 42 Contre- 
verſie, whether they are Spurious. P. $9. 

There is No MS above CCC Tears 6Id, that has the F ables acror- 
ding 10 that Copy. V. 146- 

In all that Tra of Time, not one Single Author, thi; has given ns 
the Leaſt Hint that Xſop was Ugly. Þ. 149, 

Aſtypalza, a City in Crete, never mention d by zz) Geogr apher. 


» 49 . F 

A Diſcovery in Geography, that could not 5» 1-4r7t any where 
elſe. P. 58, : 

Euſtathius, who appears never 10 have ſeen the rru2 Athenxys, 
P. 20. 


To depart from the Common Ways of 
Writing or Speaking, and ſuch as ha.e beea 
us'd by the beſt Pens, on purpoſe to ſhew 
ones ſelf more Exact and Knowins than the 
Reſt of the World, is a Piece of Aﬀectartion, 
that ſavours of Pedantry. Tamomeniium is the 
word that is generally us'd by both Ancient 
and 
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* RefleR. 
upon anc. 
2nd mod. 

Learning 5 
Pe 59+ 


(a) P.269, 
263» 
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and Modern Writers. Dr Pemtlcy has re- 
form'd our Spelling, and will have it 7 anromi- 
nium; becauſe Pliny, and Sol:nus, (and perhaps 
ſomebody elſe) have happend to call it fo. 
And herel muſt beg the Reader s Excuſe, if 
I goa little out of the Way, to do right to 
Sir William: Temple, in a Caſe of the Like na- 
ture : Mr IWorton tells him, with great Plain- 
neſs of Speech, that He, of all men, ought not 
to have arraiond the Modern ignorance in Grams 
mar, who puts Delphos for Delphi, every where 
in his Eſſays * : A Capital Miſtake, an1 wor- 
thy to be chaſtiz'd by the Acute Pen of 
Mr Wotton! But is he ſure that putting De/l- 
phos for Delphi 18an Offence againſt Grammar? 
{ thought always, that what was according to 
Propriety, and the receiv'd uſe of a Tongue, 
could not be againſt Grammar, It may .in- 
deed he againſt ſome General Rule of Gram- 
mar : but ſo wiſe a Man as Mr Worron is, 
ſhould have known, that Grammar has not 
only General Rules, but Particular Exceptions 
too ; and that the Common Cuſtom and Uſage 
of a Tonpue is capable of creating an Exce- 
ption at any time ; and is as good a Rule as 
any in the Grammar, Now Delphos, for the 
Latin word Delphi, is us'd by all the fineſt 
Writers of our Tongue, and beſt Judges of 
it : particularly, by Mr Waller twice, in ſome 
of his Laſt Copies (a) ; which, tho* they are 
worſe Poetry than the reſt, yet are in Cor- 
reter Engliſh : by Mr Dryden, four or five 


(5) P. 6, 33 41, 46, 48, times, in his Life of Ply- 
(c) Þ. 4, 20,22, 36,42,59. tarch (b); by Mr Duke (c), 
(4) P. 280, 288, 310. and Mr Creech (d) often in 


their ſeveral Lives of Theſt:s, and Solo: and 
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{ becauſe perhaps One Old Divine may weigh 
more with Mr W|orton than all theſe Modern 
Witneſſes ) by the Reverend and Learned 
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Dr Jackſon, in his Volumes on the Creed (a), (4 T: 2. 


Mr Wotton might have ſaid indeed, that Del- ** 


phos, in the Singular Number, is not Good 
Latin, or Good Greek : but when he ſays, 'tis 
bad Engliſh, he only ſhews, that he doesnot 
converſe with ſo Good Authors as he ought 
to do. This Digreſſion might have been 
ſpar'd , but that Mr Worroz, when he was 
purging his Book of ſore unbecoming Paſ- 
ſages in the ſecond Edition of it, thought fir 
ſtill to retain this Grammatical RefleQtion 
there : perhaps in a third Edition, hell rake 
care that This too ſhall bear the reſt Com- 
pany. 

Dr Bentley will forgive me this ſhort Viſit 
to his Friend, now I return to him. 

Pedantry conſiſts alſo in Low and Mean ways 
of Speech, whichare a Vicious Aﬀecation of 
what is Natural and Ealie, as Hard Words 
are of Learning and Scholarſhip. And whe- 
ther Dr Bentley has not. offended this way, by 
thoſe Familiar Expreſſions of Mother Clito the 
Herb-woman, and Going to Por, and ſetting Hor - 
ſes together, and Roaſting the Old Woman, and 
by his apt Simily drawn trom Bungling Tinkers 
mending old Kettles; any-body, but Pedants, 
can tell. 

An Itch of contradicting Great Men, or 
Eſtabliſh'd Opinions upon very ſlight Grounds, 
is another Inſtance of Pedantry : and (not to 
mention any thing that relates to the Preſent 
Diſpute) ſomething of this kind there was 


Fi afraid, in Dr Bentley's brisk Cenſure of 
H Gro- 


36 4+ 
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Grotius and _ for not knowing the mea- 
ure of an Anapeſtic Verſe 
(4) Bentl. Ep. ad Millium (4), when *tis plain (as I ſhall 


an 1} nov ng © 1g i the ſhew before | lay down my 
Thericlean Cups. Pen (b), ) that the Dr wovld 


(c) Modeſt & circumſpe- never have cenſur'd *em. if he 
Ae de tanris Viris pronun- had known it himſelf ( c ). 
ciandum eſt, ne forte (quod Caftelvrtro, an Italian Pedant 
_ 1 neines. Gnies wa famous for f ch a Snar- 

ling Faculty as this; He was 

(4) Ceſtoit une Enemie (as Balzac ſays very well of 
| amy [non pouvoitſout- him (4) ) 4 Public Enemy, that 
- wg" \ pane vioa * y 54 , could not endure any-body ſhould 
Len, 5, have Merit, or Reputation, but 

himſelf. 

The Subjet is fruitful ; but I will confine 
my ſelfto one Particular more of the Pedant's 
CharaQter ; and that is, a Love of Quoting 
Books or Paſlages not extant, or neyer ſeen 
by him, in order to amazeand confound his 
poor Reader, and make himſelf Terrible in 
the way of Learning, As Ariſtotle ſays in 
bis loſt Treatiſe of the Sicilian Government,ſays 

(+) Differ. the Dr * ; tho' that Treatiſe be ſo far loft, 
p-55- that Ar;forledid really never write it. And 
agen he tells us, what Monſieur de Mexiriac 
(e) P.135- bas done in his Life of «A/op (e), and yet owns 
in the very next Line, that he ever met with 
this Book, but only gue/s'd what was in it. He 
(f)P- 26. produces ( f ) the Unknown Arthors Diodorus 
(4) P. 62. and Lucian ( & ) tranſcriÞa, as ſo many Wit- 
(6) P. 28. neſſes on his fide : and, in another place (þ), 
he gives a yery particular account of what A. 
Geliizs ſaid in a Loſt Chapter ;, not from any 
other Writer that had quoted it, but meerly 

by dint of ConjeQuure, 
Thele 
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Theſe are all the Marks and Moles of Pedan- 
try that I can now ſtay to point out to the 
Dr : if he be ſtill at a loſs to know what 
the Pedants CharaQter is, and where to 
apply it ; I referr him to a Paſſage in 
Bruyere (a), where I think 
this matter 1s very ſuccin{tly 


(4) Les Charat. ou les 


and fully handPd. There are Mceeurs de ce Siecle. Chap. 


lays he, in Learning, as in War, 
a ſort of Inferiour and Subaltern Officers; Men,who 
ſeem made only for Regiſters and Magazines to 
ſtore up the Produttions of better Writers. Col- 
lettors they are, Tranſcribers, Plagiaries ;, They 
never think themſelves ;, they tell Tou only what 
Others bave thought before them. They heap to- 
gether Matter in abundance, without Choice or 
Diſtinttion ;, and care not how Worthleſs it is, ſo 
there be but Enough on't. They Know nothing, 
but juſt as they learn it from their Books , and 
Learn nothing but what every-body elſe deſires to 
be Ignorant of. They have a Vain, Dry, Infipid 
fort of Knowledge ;, that is Diſagreeable, and Uſe- 
leſs ; can neither enliven Converſation, nor oonduce 
to Buſineſs. We are ſometimes ſurpriz'd at their 
Reading, but always tid with their Diſcourſe,or 
their Writings. Theſe are They, who among All 
the Little Men, and Some Great Ones,go for Scho- 
lars ;, but among the Wiſe and Senſible part of 
Mankind, for Pedants. | 

This Account of Pedantry has drawn me a 
little out of my Way ; 1 ſhall now return a- 
gain into it, and conſider the Particular In- 
ſtances Dr Bentley has brought to juſtifie his 
General Aſſertion, that the Marrer and Buſt- 
neſs of the Letters betrays '*em nyt to be Ge- 
nuine. . 
H 2 The 


des Ouvrages qt Eſprit. 


I 00 
* P.56. 


(4) Le 15: 
C. 20. 


(5) Le 1. 
P. 2. 


(ec) Conv. 
S2P-P-162e 


(4) Dif. 
P- 57+ 
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The firſt is an Improbable ard Abſurd Story * 
(as he thinks) about Sreſichorus 5 who dying at 
Catana , the Himereans deſir'd to have his 
Aſhes brought back into his Native City Hi- 
mera ;, but the Cataneans would not part with 
them. This occaſion'd a fierce Conteſt be- 


tween the two Towns, whichPhalaris appeas'd, 


by prevailing with the Himereans tolet Steſi- 
chorus's Aſhes ſleep in Peace at Catana,and build 
a Temple to the Honour of him, at Home, 
Now what is therein this Story either Abſurd, 
or Improbable ? that the Himereans ſhould be ſo 
concern'd to get the Aſhes of Sreſichoras, and 
the Cataneans to keep them ? This very thing 
happen'd afterwards in the caſe of Euripides ; 
whoſe Bones the Athenians ſent a ſolemn Em- 
baſly to Macedonia, to retrieve, as A. Gellirs 
informs us (a); and that, not in a Loſt Chap- 
ter. And after the Denial of this Requeft,we 
learn from Panſanias (b), that the Athenians 
built a Noble Monument to the Memory of 
Euripides, which continu'd even to his Time. 
Somewhat of the ſame Honour was paid to He- 
ſod's Remains ; which being buried, where 
Hefiod was murder'd.a great way off Aſcra,the 
Orchomenians, Plutarch tells us (c) by the Ad- 
vice of the Oracle, endeavour'd all they could 
to get ?em into their poſſeſſion; but They that 
had *em, would not be prevail d upon to part 
with 'em. And if Evnripides and Heſiod were 
honour'd with ſuch Contentions as theſe,after 

their Deaths, why might not Sreſichorus ? 
Ay, but ſays the Dr, a Temple, and Deifica- 
tion, were a little too Extravagant an Honour to 
be paid to a Poet's Memory (d), I thought ſuch 
things as theſe could not have ſurpriz'd a 
man 
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man of the Dr's Polymathy : but, I find, he 

knows nothing of the ſeveral Temples erected 

to Homer at Smyrna, and in other places ; as 

Strabo (a), and e/El.an (b) expreſly affirm : nor 

ſo much as remembers that Known Paſlage in Homeruny 
Tulys Oration pro Archi Poeta, which 1s no Smyrnzi 
Secret even to the Firſt Beginners in Learning, {*vm eſſe 
Homer (ſays he) the Smyrnzans claim as a Nas _ 
tive of theirs, and therefore they have ereft- jraque 

ed a Temple ro him, From whence alſo Dr etiam De- 
Bentley may pleaſe to learn the reaſon why lubra E- 
Phalaris would have the Himereans content /%5 i Op” 
themſelves with erecting a Temple toSreſicho- fr 
745, becauſe That would declare to Poſterity, (c) S$117nz 


that ne was Born there (c). Flomerium 
Vatem {bi 


vendicabat z Sepulcrum , Templum , & Statuas ipfins oftentans. 
Varro. 


Nay, it happens a little urluckily, that an 
Ancient Marble 1s preſerv'd to this Day, 
( which pernaps belong'd ro ſome Temple 
erefted to the Honour of Homer, in ſome of 
the places that contended for his Birth) where 
the Aporheoſis, or Deification of that Poet is 
deſcrib'd ; and a Learned Man, Cuperus, has 
writ a Large Comment upon it : which me- 
thinks the Dr ſhonld have been acquainted 
with, tho” he be not 4 Foreign Profeſſor. 

Pre [ quit this Particular, I mult obſerve 
a Little Slip of the Dr's, in telling us, that 
Himera 1n Tully's time was call'd Therme *. 1 * Dilſert. 
belicve it was not; becauſe Twly himſelf at-!* 37* 
ſures ns, that Himera and Therme were two 
Different Towns ; and the Latter built ar 
ſome Diſtance from the Ruines of the For- 

H 3 mer 
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mer (a). And, without this 


(a) Himeri deleti, quos Liſlintion between Himera 
Cives belli Calamitas reli- and Therme 'tis impoſſible to 


quos fecerat, iiſele Thermys 
collocarant, in ejuidem agri 


underſtand Diodorus , where 


Enibus, neg; longe ab Oppi- ÞE ſays, that after Himera was 
do mc -— op inVerr. fack*d anc ras'd by the Cars 


(T7; mohews \iad Kat: 
Ul 
a view Xxeigwleims, » 


thaginians,, It continu'd alto- 
gether uninhabited, even to 
His Days (b): which could 


,, raozepdostuery cor NOE be True, if Himera and 
x7 wine F xaf pas Therme were the ſame ; for, 
Xetipaye Ls 11- po 38+ that Therme was well inhabi- 


* ÞP. $7. 


ted in Diodoris's time, is paſt 

Diſpute. I will not deny, but that ſome care- 
leſs Paſſages may perhaps have dropp'd from 
the Pens of Old Authors, where theſe Two 
are not nicely diſtinguiſhd : but it is not in 
Works, where they ſet up for being ſevere 
upon other Mens Miſtakes; and Their want 
of Exa@tneſs therefore may be forgiven 
them. But Dr. Bentley, who profeſles to give 
no Quarter, ſhould rake care not to want 
any. 
His Laſt Obje&ion happily aroſe from 
contemplating the Matter of One Single E- 
piſtle ; the Dr will now compare the Epiſtles 
rogether, and confute One by another. 
There is an Jnconſiſtency, he ſays, between the 
LIF and the LXIX*'. berayſe in the LIE Phalaris”: 
Wife is Dead, and in the LXIX"t» She & Alive 
again *, As if it were neceſſary that theſe 
piſtles ſhould have been written juſt in the 
ſame Order that they ſtand ; which is diffe- 
rent in the Printed Copies from what it is 
in the MSS, and different in one MS from 


what 


—_ — ——— 
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what is in another. Upon ſuch an unrea- 
ſonable Suppolition as this, huw many 1acon- 
ſiſtencies might be found in T: ys Epiſtles ? 
or even in thoſe of St Paul? And yet, if 
this Suppoſition do not take place, there is 
no manner of /nc9/4;!- ucy berween thoſe Two 
Epiſtles of Phalaris, The Penecrating Dr 
Bentley ſeems to have had ſome Suſpicions, 
that this Argument was of it ſelf a little too 
weak to ſtand its Ground ; and therefore has 
back'd it with a ſtrong Reſerve of Four 
Other Suppoſitions : and if All Thefe hold 
good, he will ſtill prove the Epiſtles Spuri- 
ous, Firſt he ſuppoſes, that Erythia was Pot- 
ſon'd by Python, not long after Phalaris's Ba- 


niſhment ;, becauſe otherwiſe, he ſuppoſe;, Me. 


could not want Opportunities to follow bum :, then 
he ſuppoſes, Erythia was poiſon'd in the Iſtand 
Aſtypalz2, where he ſuppoſes, that ber Priſoner 
dwelt, Here are more Poft :latiims than Excliid 
requir'd to build the Whole Body of. his Ele- 
ments upon ; and yet he muſt be very kind 
to Dr Bentley, that will grant him any One 
of them ; ſince there is nothing either inthe 
Epiſtles themſelves, or in any Other Hiſtory 
[ have had the Luck to meet with, that can 
give *em the lexſt Countei.ance, At preſent 
therefore I take the ſame Liberty to deny 
every one of theſe Suppoſitions,as He has taken 
to aſſume them : If hereafter he can prove 
them in another Langnage, 'twill thea be 
ti.nc enough to ſhew, that they are Nothing ro 
Fe Purpoſe. 


[n ſome Other Epiſtles, the Dr has diſco- 


IOJ 


ver'd a Scene of Putid and Senſele{s Forma'ity * * Diiſe-t, 
A Man of Quality in Syrac»ſe, whoſe Wite?- 53. 
H 4 


was 
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was lately Dead, ſends his Brother to Phala- 
ris, with a Requeſt, that he would endeavour 
to prevail with Sreſichorus to write an Elegy 
vpn Fer; Phalaris tiys, and prevails : but 
is not ſo ſucceſsful in a ſecond Attempt of 
the ſame Nature, that he makes at the In- 
ſtance of another Sicilian Gentleman. I pro- 
teſt, I can ſee no Harm in all this: there 
may indeed, for ovght 1 know, be Prid For- 
ality in it, becauſe I can't well tei} what thoſe 
Hard Words mean ; but I ſee nothing Unna- 
tural there, or Misbecoming the CharaQter of 
Phalaris. No ! fays the Dr, what ? can any 
One believe that ſuch Stuff as this buſied the Head 
of the Tyrant * ? As Low thoughts as the 
Dr has of the Epiſtles, I ind he has very 
high ones of Phalaris : he ſeems to have re- 
preſented him to himſelf, as ſome Mighty 
Monarch that had Vaſt Dominions, and was 
tco Great, and too Buſie, to attend ſuch Tri- 
fles : whereas He was only a Petty Prince of 
One Town in Sicily; and, as iuch, I hope, 
the Office here given him was no ways be- 
low him. Indeed the Dr has, for the Ho- 
nour of Phalaris, repreſented that Town as 
exceeding Poprulow ; for Diodorrs, he ſays, 
counts 200: 60 Souls in Aprigent, and Others 
8o000co +. Dioaorws | grant, in the place 
cited, ſays, there were ſuch Numbers in 
it, when the Carthaginians took it, Olymp. 
LXXXXIII. 3; when (as he tells us in the 
ſame place) it was in its moſt proſperous and 
flouriſhing Eſtate : but muſt there needs be 
as many Inhabitantsin it, 150 Years before, 
in the Reign of Pha/aris,? As for his Other 
Witneſs Lacrtjus, his Ecceco are given up by 

| the 
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the Learned, as a Groſs Miſtake ; which Byo- 
chart ſuppoſes to have riſen from the change 
of a Numeral K intoa nj: or, however that 
ntay be, the Account, he ſays, 
IS incredible and utterly falſe F, * Cum resplane ſuperat 
Incredible as it is, the Dr fem, adeoque fr falliſnnz. 
youchſafes'to take up with PIP 553: 
it; and it grows under his 
Hands : for by that time we are got to the 
End of this Article, theſe 800000 are 4 11- 
lion of Subjefts +: the 200000 are thrown in +Diſfrt. 
careleſ(ly to make it a Round Number. Let?- 5+: 
it he a Million ; yet there have been Tyrants, 
with many Millions of Subjetts at their Com- 
mand, who have thought fit to employ and 
entertain themſelves much after this manner, 
Has the Dr, who deals ſo much in Fragments, 
never ſcen thoſe of Avguſtus's Letters to Ho- 
race ? has he never heard, that we owe the 
Fourth Book of Horace*s Odes, and the fineſt 
of all his Epi/#les, to that Prince's Importuni- 
ty ; who preſs'd, and oblig'd him to write, 
and to make mention of him in his Poems ? 
And ſuch Stuff, I preſume, may yery well be 
allow'd to buſie Phalarifs Head, which found 
room in the Thoughts of Avguſtas. 

But why ſo much ado ? ſays Our Keen Ob- 
ſerver ; could not the Syracsſian have written 
to Steſichorus, and at the price of ſome Preſent 
mt with Succeſs * ? I] agree with the Dr * Diſſect, 
that a Preſent is ſometimes an ExpeditiousP: $9- 
Merhod of doing Buſineſs; I have known ſe- 
veral things in my Life-time ſtick for want 
of it. However here it was Improper : for 
Sre/ichorus was not only the Greateſt Poet, but 
oac of the Greateſt Men in S;cily. His Bro- 

ther 
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ther Helianax was a Law-giver [Now%ns] 
Suidas tells us; and He bimſel: probably in 
the Government of Himera ; or at leaſt con- 
fulted by %m in Extraordinary Caſes, as ap- 
pears by his Apologue in Arforl,”s Rhetoric : 
And the true way of prevailing with ſuch a 
man to employ his exce!leat Pen was to of- 
fer him not Money, bt « Subjct that de- 
ſerv'd it, Some of his B. other Pocts indeed 
were to be temrted this way : but they 
were men of Mean Bi-th, and Education ; 
and were to make their Fortunes by their 
Pen; and no wonder therefore that they were 
Mercenary. 

It 1s objected, that if theſe Letters about 
the Elegy were Phalaris's, he would have ex- 


preſsd himſelf properly, and not have cal'd 
the ſame Copy of Verſes piaers, and taeyGor, which 
 _ are as different from one another as Theognis :s 
(a) Diff. from Pindar (a) : an Egregious Piece of Dulneſs ! 
P 59+ 


fays the Dr, and which proves him to be + 
meer Aſinus ad Lyram\! Now to ſee the 
different Caſt of Mens Heads, allowing the 
Error in this caſe, ſo Epregiouſly Dull am I, 
that I ſhould have reaſon'd juſt the other way 
from it ; that if a Sophift had writ theſe Ler- 
ters, he would never have confounded theſe 
Two Words, the diſtinft Sence of which 
was ſo well ſettI'd before his Time by the 
Grammarians. But in Phalaris's time the 
meaning of theſe Terms of Art might not be 
ſo ſtriftly mark'd out ; or a Prince might not 
think himſelf oblig'd to take notice of it, 
and to write with all the ExaCtneſs of a Scho- 
lar. So that from this very Miſtake, if it 
were one, I ſhould have inferr'd ſomething 

In 
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in favor of the Letters: but,to our Misfortune, 
here is no Miſtake. Phalaris did but as a Nicer 
Man than He might have done; he calls the 


Poem Eae1.4y (4), when he asks it of Steſs- 
chorrs, and did not know in what Verſe it 
would be compos'd by him ; and he calls it 
waG afterwards (b), when he had it, and 
found it was in Lyric Meaſures. 

"Eazy @ and Exzy@ow originally ſignified only a 
Mournful or Funeral Song (c); 
an Elegy, as we ſay in Engliſh : 
referring to the Subje& of the 
Song , and not to the Mea- 
ſure, But Elegies being gene- 
rally writ in Hexameters and 
Pentameters, the Word came 
afterwards to beapply'd pure- 
iy to the Meaſure , without 
any Regard to the Subjett. 
However, this Second Sence 
of the Word did not fo far prevyail, as ab- 
ſolutely to extinguiſh the Firſt ; ſtill *Ea+y@& 
and 'Eazy&oy were now and then employ?d in 
a Looſer Meaning than what the Grammari- 
ans put upon %em : and of this I will give the 
Dr one plain Inſtance, from a Darling Au- 
thor of his, Dion Chryſoſtome, who in his 4th 
Book de Regno Calls the Heroic Verſes written 
on Sardanapalus's Tomb, *Eazy&uy : And Ari- 
/tophanes ſpeaking of the Nightizgale, has this 
Pallage : 


(c)- Elegeia, fleb 


nomen babes ! 


pany, nd\vto. 


avaic Evuſt.in 


$035 & arowy 79%; 3345 SA&Yols 


"Avndanu: In Opn. 


Where 7aizo can lignific nothing, but a Xe- 
_ laneholy 


(4) Ep. 
144» 


(b) Ep. 79, 


ile Carmen : 


Ab ! nimi« ex vero nunc tibt 


Orid. 


e *7T* . y 
Kei of Eanluinct 5 As” 
prS 0 629 IbLZotz 08 Us aAUAY) 


ih ®r 


3 iv T0 axare, qa9iv, 6 


Hom. Il. N. 


paulo ante fhnem-» 
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lancholy Tune , or Mournful 


| (a) Accordingly the Scko- Song (4); unleſs our Gram- 
tiaſt thus interprets it. Tois marian can prove , that the 
Gtls EAL)®i5> &avN F Tos Nightingales in that part of 


Dpivorgs. "ErpyTau 9 ame Th 
% »% / 
£35% ASY EV» 


6) Differ. 
f+ 140+ 


(>) Tbid. 


b. 60. 


the World ſung in Elegiac 
Meaſure, And the Misfor- 
tune of it is, that theſe very *Ea+y: are call'd 
ay but a few Verſes before, 


Tev +y3v x, 00 mauyPexpuy "Im 
, ” Ly 
"EaeaiZoutrn ttggis pA 


And I hope Ariſtophanes underſtood Greek, 
and was no Aſins ad Lyram, As ſtrong Proofs 
as theſe may ſeem, I have ſtill behind One 
Authority more, which will go farther with 
Dr Bentley than any I have yet brought : *tis 
his Own, He, p. 139, of his Diſſertation, 
tells us, that Some-body made an Eaition of 
Xfop's Fables in Elegiac Verſe; and,after giving 
us ſeveral Inſtances of the kind, he adds, that 
Some of them (i. e. of the Elegiac Fables) were 
all in Hexameters (b). I'd adviſe him there- 
fore to call in this Criticiſm, and his Dirty 
Proverb along with it, for fear it ſhou'd ſtick 
where he has not a mind it ſhould. 

He has ſtill One way left »f diſproving 
this Piece of Putid Formality ;, and that is, by 
denying that Sreſichorus and Phalaris were ac- 
quainted (b); *Tis a Negative, and therefore 
pretty hard to be made ont ; let us ſee how 
he ſets about it, He obſerves, that Lucian 
ſays nothing of this Acquaintance, Luciar 
mentions it not by Name indeed ; but he 
ſpeaks in General of Phalaris/s Converſation 
with Learned Men, and their great Eſteem of 

him ; 


_ —  .. 1 Ai 
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him; and then gives an Inſtance in Pytha- 

oras , the moſt celebrated Scholar of his 
Time (a): and after Him, 
there needed no other Inftan= (4) *x4,v 42 & Kerirm- 
ces. Had a Leſs Skilful Hand &*; poiTwN Bag £142 6} Top 
been employ'd in making this 74) 7 "EMivar, g * gev- 
Oration, he would probably —_ _ OO "= 
have heap'd up all he knew Cote Ti we". | ang” 
of Phalaris, and overatted his $25, &c. 
part by too Great and Cir- Luc. Phal. 1+ 
cumſtantial a Nicety, But Lu- 
cian had more Art; he knew when to leave off, 
that the Piece might not look ſtiffand unnatu- 
ral. Beſides if Luciars Silence be an Excepti- 
on to Sreſichorusg?s acquaintance with Phalarzs,it 
is to Abaris's too; which yet Our Critic has 
before, for the ſake of Ariſtorle and Jambli- 
chus *, been graciouſly pleas'd to allow. * Diller- 

But Plato is filent, as well as Lucian, in this ?- 5: 
matter ; and that in an Epiſtle written to a 
Tyrant of Sicily, where he is reckoning up the 
Friendſhips of Learned Men with Tyrants and 
Magiſtrates F. Neither has Plato mention?d + Ibil., 
any thing in that Epiſtle of the acquaintance P- $*- 
between Phalaris and Pythagoras ;, which had 
been as Proper, and as Domeſtic an Inſtance 
as the other. And yet the Pythagoreans, all 
agree that their Maſter and Phalaris were ac- 
quainted z and Dr Bentley grants it : why 
ſhould Plato's Ill Memory be a proof againſt 
the one, and no Proof againſt the other ? But 
I rather think, it was his Good Judgment, 
than his Ill Memory, that occaſion'd this O- 
mifftion + Phalaris's Name was deteſted and in- 
famous in Sjc:ly; and to have brought him in 
therefore among his other Inſtances, would 
have 


x16 


(a) Diſſer, 
Þ« Gs 


(6) Tbid. 
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haye ſpoil'd the Complement to Djonyſins,who 
might like well enough to have the Parallel 
drawn between Him and Hjero, or Pericles, 
or Periander, or Creſus ; but would not have 
thought it a Givility, 1 believe, to have been 
compar'd with Phalaris: whoſe Charatter, 
when taken at the beſt, and as drawn in theſe 
Epiſtles, is not ſo Amiable, as that any man 
ſhould be pleaſed with reſembling him ; eſpe- 
cially One, who could not but be conſcious to 
himſelf, that he had made uſe of His Me- 
thods, and had reaſon to expe His Fate. 
Plato wasa Great Maſter of Decency ; and he 
never fhew'd it more than in this dextrous 
management ; which I am not ſurpriz'd to 
_ that our Library-keeper has no Reliſh 
of, 

His laſt Argument is from Pindar, who 
ſpeaks of Phalaris's Cruelty with Deteſtation, 
And what follows from thence ? that he ne- 
ver, heard of his Extraordinary Dearneſs with 
Steſichorus ;, for the ſake of which, Pindar, 
had he known it, would certainly have for- 
born giving him ſo Vile a Charatter (a). This 
indeed is Demonftration, and not to be with- 
ſtood ! I will not Attempt to anſwer it ; only 
I will put the Dr in mind of One falſe Co- 
lour, that he has given to his Argument : for 
it does not appear from any Expreſſion in this 
Ode, that Pindar is there exhorting Hiero robe 
kind to Poets and Men of Letters (b), There is 
not a Word of being kind to Poers and Men of 
Letters mention'd in the Verſes themſelves, 
whatever Gueſs his Commentators (who per- 
haps knew as little of P;ndar's Intentions, as I 
or Dr Bentley do.) may make at. their Remote 
Mean- 
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Meaning. Pindar only praiſes Hhero for his 
Himanity and Hoſpitality, at large; and tells 
him, Creſus was renown'd for theſe Virtues, 
and }halaris infamous for the want of %m. 
Which 1 would have obſerv'd ; becauſe if 
he be not ſpeaking here of Beneficence ro 
Poets and Men of Letters, Dr Bentley might as 
well have undertaken to prove his point from 
dpi wer Ylwgs as from the pallage he has pro- 
duc'd. He has lam'd it in his Quotation ; I 
will give it the Reader en- 


tire (a): Creſus, fays he,will ,(*) Ov give Kpeios 21- 


always be renown'd for his Hu- 
manity and Berevolence ;, but the 
Memory of the Savage and In- Ty gan 
buman Phalaris is every where 

deteſted. Could a better Panegyric be made 
upon #iero, in fewer Words ? Could any 
thing bemoreartful, than the pitching upon 
theſe Two Oppolite Inſtances, to ſet out his 
CharaQer by ? Were a Man to Compliment 
ſome Perſon in Dr Bentley's Station, could he 
do it more effe&tually, than by ſaying of him, 
that he had all the Humanity and Good Na- 


, » ' 
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ture of the Library-keeper at Cambridge *,and * Mr. 
none of the [iſobliging Rude Qualities of *#8*'* 


Him at St Fame.?s ? 

After all, the Dr's Opinion and Mine up- 
on this point are not ſo very diſtant as he 
may imagine : for I agree with him, that 
there was no Extraordinary Dearneſs between 
Steſichorus and Phalaris;, nor do- the Letters 
themſelves imply that there was. They ſay 
indeed, that Phalaris oblig?d and courted Sreſi- 
chorus, out of Vanity, or a Real Eſteem of 
his Merit. And Steſichors could not bu pay 
ome 
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ſome Regard to Phalaris on this account? 
tho' he could never Love Him, or his Cha- 
racer: nor is there any Proof from the Epi« 
{tles, that he did. Phalaris, after he had gi- 
yen him his Life, defir'd only his Friendſhip 
in return ; and Sreſichorus was oblig'd both in 
Gratitude and Prudence, not to ſtand off; 
but to be in as Good Terms as he could with 
a Man that was able to do him ſo much Miſ- 
chief, We hayea Lively Account of juſt ſuch 
a management as this betwen Julius Ceſar 
and Tully, in the Epiſtles of the Latter, 
When Ceſar had got the better of Pompey, 
whoſe Side Tally took, either out of a true 
Eſteem for Tally's Vertues, or out of Deſign, 
he took all Methods of making him his Own ; 
pay'd him a great many Civilities, and did 
him a great many Services, Tully could ne- 
yer from his Heart love aTyrant : but we may 
imagine how he behav'd himſelf in this caſe ; 
he accepted Ceſar's proffer'd Friendſhip, 
wrote Civilly to him, and lay ſtill; No 
more than this, that I can ſee, ever paſs'd 
between Sreſichorusand Phalaris, to ſpeak upon 
the Foot of the Letters: and if ſo, what be- 
comes of Dr Bentley's Harangue about the Si- 
lence of Authors, in relation to this fanſied 
{ntimacy and Dearneſs ? Good Writers muſt 
needs ſay nothing of that which never hap- 
perd. Sreſichorus's Love for Phalaris could no 
more be the Subject of any of the Pens that 
went before us,than Dr Bentley's Humanity will 
be of any of the Pens that ſhall come after us, 
'Tis Eaſe then to anſwer for the S;lenceof Au 
thors upon This Head ; whether it can be juſti- 


fied as well upon the Next, I ſhall now m__ 
I N- 
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N my Preface to Phalaris, airong the Oh- 
jeftions that m_ be rais'd againſt the E- 
iſtles, I mention'd this for One, that they 
ad, for ought we knew, lain 4 | bouſard Loars 
without being taken notice of. Dr Bentl:y has 
been pleas'd to reſume this ſlight Argnment 
of mine, as he did that of the Dzalet, and give 
it a place among his Irrefragable Demonſtra- 
tions ; an Honour which, I muſt own, it no 
ways deſerves. For, tho* he has taken this 
occaſion of ſhewing his Extraordinary Talent 
in Wit and Raillery, and tells us, the Epi- 
ſtles were preſer#/d in the Parchments of Jove, 
and buried in ſome Secret Cave under Grotnd, 
or elſe they had certainly gone to Por * : yet [ * Diſſer: 
ſuppoſe he does not in good Earneſt think p- 63+ 
it any great Wonder, that Mortal Vellum 
ſhould endure a Thouſand Years; or tiat a 
ſmall Parcel of Letters ſhonld Jie ſo many 
Ages without being mention d by any Author 
now extant : a Thing not altogether Incredi- 
ble, becauſe it has aQtually happen'd to other 
Books beſides Phalaris. 

Velleius Paterculns, an Elegant Writer, and 
one that tells us ſeveral Particulars, not to 
be met with in other Roman Hiſtorians, might 
with more reaſon expe& to be taken notice 
of than our Author: yet perhaps Dr Bent- 
ley won't meet with any plain mention of 
his Writings for Five Centuries after he writ, 
till Priſcian quotes him, and that only in a 
point of Grammar. After this time, he'll be 
as much at a loſs to find any Footſteps of 
him for Nine Hundred Tears more, down to 
the Age of Aventinus : oa yet the o—_—_ 

ave 
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have received him without being fo nice as 


* to examine, what Secret Cave he was conceal'd 


in. Phedrus, as far as I can find, was never 
mention'd by any Author fince Avienus, till 
his Fables were in this Age brought to light 
by Pitheus, after they had been loſt above a 
Thouſand Tears, Lattantius de Mortibus Perſe= 
citorum, Was a Book not ſpoken of by any- 
body 1ince St Jerome, till, after a Thou- 
fand Years, Baluze diſcover'd it in the fa- 
mous Library of Colbert, and made it pub- 
lick. Now, as our Diſlertator learnedly 
argues ; if theſe Books lay untonchd and un- 
ſtir” d,they muſt have moulder'd away ; it they 
were usd during theſe Ten Centuries, Some- 
body would ſurely have ſpoken of *em. Either 
the Dr muſt give vp theſe Authors as 
Spurious, or theſe ObjeRions as Slight 
and Frivolous; and own, that the S:lence 
of the Ancients is not a Dijre&, but ( as 
any - body elſe would have thought , and 
call'd it) a very Jndirett Argument againſt 
'em : tho” ſtill not quite ſo indire& as ano- 
ther ; that he founds upon a Diſagreement 
between Lucian, and the Epiſtles, in their 
Accounts of Thalaris, This does not come 
properly under the head I am now ſpeaking 
to : however, becauſe he has thr2wn toge- 
ther here Two or Three Paultry Proofs, that 
won'd make no Figure by themſelves, I ſhall 
take *em as they lie before me. The Diffe- 
rent Relations concerning Phalaris given by 


* Preface Lucian, and the Epiſ{lcs, I nrg'd formerly, * as 
to my E- a Proof that Lucian could not write them. 


dition of 


Phalars. 


But as He his manag?d it, at ſecond hand, to 
ſhew, that Luc;an does as good as expreſly declare 
he 


F 
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he never ſaw *m, it cither proves nothing, or 
proves too much ; even that Lacian never 
faw Timens, as Learned as he was, and as of- 
ten as he mentions him... For T;mess relates, 
that the Aprigentines threw the Brazen Bull 
into the Sea ; but Lucian ſays, Phalaris ſent it 
to Delphos, What I ſhould gather from hence 
would be, that Z»cian overlook'd that and 
many other Authorities, and did not confine 
himſelf to ſtrict Hiſtory in a Declamation : 
but, according to Dr Betley's - manner of 
drawing Conſequences it mult follow, that 
Timers no more writ his Biſtory, than Pha- 
laris did his Letters ; for L:cian equally con- 
tradiats Both ; and for that reaſon is a Bad 
Evidence azainſt either of them. Now if l- 
cian himſelf ix of no Auth: rity in - his point, _ 
much leſs are thoſe Authors he folloy'd *, which * _ | 
Dr Bentley ſummons up as ſo many Witneſſes dpi 
againſt the, Epiſtles.. . I would ask him how 
many Witneſſes theſe are ? where they liv?d ? 
what are their Names, and the Names of the 
Books they wrote ? *Tis very hard to orge 
ſuch Teſtimonies againſt us, as are not now, 
and probably never were in being : For L- 
cian, inthis Harangue, ſeems to tye himſelf up 
to no Authors, nor to be guided by any thing 
but his own Invention : and this the Dr kim- 
ſelf confeſſes in another place Þ ; where he + n;.., 
fays, Lucian feirns an Embaſſy from Phalaris top, 62. 
Delphi. . And if the Ground of this whole 
Diſcourſe were a Fifjon, why docs the Dr 
here argue from it as ſerioully as if it were 
copy'd from the moſt Authentic Hiſtories 
then extant ? how can he allow himſelf to 
put ſuch an Air of Gravity vpon wh he 
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knows -to be a Trifle ? We ſhall have 
him, at. this rate, in his next Diſſertation, 
ſolemnly quoting Lucian's Vera Hiſtoria too, 
and the unknown Authors which he follow'd. 
But I ſuppoſe he reſolv'd to make the beſt 
advantage he could of theſe Poor Colours, 
for want of Better Authorities : For the Two 
Hiſtorians he brings to ſtrengthen his Proof, 
ſay nothing that is inconſiſtent with the Epi- 
ſtles. Jamblichns, he ſays, brings in Abaris 
in ompary with Pythagoras to Phalaris ; but in 
the Epiſtles Abaris refuſes ro come, Who would 
not haye refus'd an Invitation from Phalaris, 
till he had good aſſurances that he might come 
with Safety ? Report had told him very 
diſral Stories of the Tyrant, and dreſsd him 
up in frightfol Colours ; Abari. per haps did not 
know at firſt, but that Phatari: might Live 
upon Phijoſ»phers Fleſh; or might have a 
Faiicy to try, which made his Bull Roar beſt, 
a Scythian, Or a Swilian, Theſe were very 
Important matters, and 1i he ſhould not 
have: taken care to be fully fatisfizd in *em 
before he ventur'd his Perſ5:1, he had not been 
quite ſo /Fiſe a man as he was thought to be ; 
for one part of Wiſdom is-to he Cartions. 
Pythagoras therefore manag d at the very ſame 
rate - he often refus'd ro come (a), and yet 
came at laſt : why might not this be the caſe 
of Abarjs? This is a very eafie way of re- 
conciling Phalaris with Jamblichus ; and he 


does nct differ ſo widely trom Heraclides nei- 


ther, but that "They, too may be brought 
(with Dr Benticy's Leave, and in his Carriers 
Phraſe) to fer Horſes together. Phalaris ſays, 
he was an Orphan, before he came to Axrigent; 
an 
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and yet Heraclides ſays, his Mother was burnt 
there, Dr Bentley has given a Clear Soluti- 
on of this Difficulty himſelf; and frankly 
owns, that his Mother might be burnt, tho” 
his Father dy'd long before. But how, ſays 
he, came the Old Woman to be roafted at Agri- 
gent, zf Phalaris fled alone from Aſtypalza, 
neither Wife nor Child, nor any Relation following 


him, according to the Epiſtles (a) ? I do not re- (4) Diſſer. 
member any ſuch Epiſtle in My Edition of?: ©5* 


Phalaris ;, bpt if there ſhould be ſuch an one 
in. the King's MS, I'll anſwer this ObjeQion 
to it, when the Library-keeper is in ſo good 
an Humor, as to favour me with a Sight of 
it : Till then, I may be excugd from proſecu- 
ting this Point any forther, Only I muſt ob- 
ſerve to the Dr, that either he uſes ſome Co- 
py of Heraclides that I have not ſeen; or 
elſe cites him for what he does not ſay. 
Both Here, and in the 3oth Page of his Diſ- 
ſertation, he tells us, from Heraclides, that 
Phalaris was burnt by the Agrigentine. ;,, where- 
as Heraclides only ſays, o 5 Jus 2Tapr(aro* 
"Tis true, it's all one to his purpoſe, whether 
he was burnt, or any other way put to Death: 
but he has ſuch a Faciiiry of Mifunderſtand- 
ing or Miſrepreſenting Authors, to ſerve a 
Turn ; that he does it, even when it is of no 
ſervice to him, 
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Hope I have now ſo thoroughly examin'd 
Dr Bentley's General Arguments, that none 
of *'em can he thought to affect the whole 

Body of the Epiſtles : it his ObjeQions againſt - 
ſome Particular Letters have no more Weight 
in *em, he's the beſt Patron Phalarzs has yet 
met with ; for the next Happineſs ro be- 
ing very well Defended, is that of being 
very weakly Oppogd. All his Attacks of 
this kind are grounded upon Chroz9logy : and 
therefore, before he could make any Approa- 
ches, he was oblig'd to ſettle ths Time of 
Phelaris, And firſt he gives us the account of 
Enfebius thus. ** Ol. XXXI. 2, Phalaris apud 
*© AgrigentinosTyrannidemexercet. Ol. XXXVII. 
*2. Phalaridis Tyranni: deſtrutta : by which 
* reckoning he govern'd 28 Years *. In- 
ſtead of Ol, XXXVII, he means, I ſuppoſe, 
Ol. XXXVIII as *tis in Exſebizs ; or elſe his 
Reckoning of 28 Years (which he could bring 
in here, for no other Reaſon, but to ſhew his 
Skill in Counting J-is falſe, However, he is 
willing to allow, that ( according to St FHic- 
rome, and Suidas ) Phalaris's Government coms» 
»menOd Ol, LI. 3. and expird OL LVIL 3. 
This account, ſays he, I allow of for the ſake of 
Ariſtotle and Jamblichus, who make him Cn- 
temporary with Steſichorns and Pythagoras Þ. 
But by his Niceneſs in Computation he con- 
futes himſelf in the ſame Breath, and ſays, 
Pythagoras was mor rahen notice of in Greece till 
80 Tears after Ol. XX X VIII. 2. (for I'll ſuppoſe 
KXXVII a falſe Print) 5. e. Three Years af- 
ter 
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ter Phalaris dy'd. And yet Pythagoras had a 
great Name in Greece many Years before he 
came into Sicily. So that Dr Bentley has ma- 
nag'd this Point with a particular Dexteri- 
ty ; and prov'd that Pythagoras and Phalarzs 
could not be ccouainizd, by that very ac- 


. Count which he accepted of meerly to coun- 


tenance their acquaintance. A moſt auſpici- 
ous Entrance upon his Chronological Proofs ! 
doubtleſs all the reſt will be made out with 
Equal Force and Clearneſs ! Here's a Page 
ſpent to give us his Opinion about the Age 
of Phalaris, where he has ſo contriy'd to ſay 
one thing, and prove another, that we are 
ſtill at a loG to know what his Opinion 1s. 
If Cr Bentley be fo Quarrelſome, that he 
cannot agree with himſelf, how is it poſ- 
ſible for other People to agree with him ? 
I would willingly allow of any Date of 
Phalaris that he is inclind to admit : but 
ſince he has expreſs'd himſelt fo intricate- 
ly, that *tis hard to know which way he is 
determin'd, I'll take the moſt receiv'd Ac- 
count ; and go on to ſhew, that, notwithſtan- 
ding any of His Diſcoveries, the Epiſtles 
might have been written before the 58th 
Olympiad. 

He begins his Chronological Obſervations 
with the e#ra's of ſome Cities mention'd in 
the Epiſtles; a very Slippery Foundation to 
build an Argument upon / for all theſe Ci- 
ties are ſo very ancient, that it would puz- 
zle one of a Greater Reach in Chronology 
than Dr Bentley, to trace their Originals. 
The Oldeſt Hiſtorians now extant had but 
very Slender Memoirs of thoſe times z and 
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accordingly we had their Accounts ſo con« 
tus d and contradictory, that No-body but a 
Man ct Dr Be ky's Jadzment would pre» 
tend to &1aw Demonttrations from 'em, I 
hear the Famovs -Mr : odwell (who ſurpaſſes 
Dr Bcley in Learning as much as he does 
in Candour and Modelty ) is now printing 
ſome Lectures at Oxford, in which he ſhews, 
how very obſcure and uncertain the Hiſto- 
ries of thoſe Ages are ; and that from the 
Concurrence of thoſe Rude Accounts he 
micets with, he has made it probable that 
Pkalaris muſt be brought much lower that 
even St Hierome places him. This perhaps 
would cut off moſt of the Drs Arguments 
at one Blow : but for want of this aſſiſtance, 
I muſt encounter *em ſingly ; and be content 
to wander with him thro' thoſe Woods and 
Mazes in which he often loſes both Himſelf 
and his Reader. But before I follow him in- 
to this Dark Scene, I will confider a little 
the Tendency of this way of arguing in Ge- 
neral. He would prove that Phalaris coult 
not poſlibly be the Author of theſe Letters, 
becauſe ſome Places are mention'd there un- 
der ſuch Names as he thinks were given 'em 
ſince the Age of Phalariss Does he know 
Whoſe this ſort of Proof is, and to what 
IllPurpoſes it has been employ'd ? it is famous 
for being made uſe of by Spinoſa,and others, to 
ruine the Authority of /9/es's Writings ; 
which they would prove not to be His (juſt 
as our Chronologer here does ) from Places 
being mention d in *em, more Modern than 
He. Ought the Dr in a Doubting Age ta 
have employ'd ſuch an Argument, without 
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the utmoſt Caution and Guard ? Ovught he 
to have propos'd it ſo Generally and Crude- 
ly, without informing his Reader, how far 
it held, and where it faild ? what Excepti- 
ons were neceſſary to be made to it, and 
of what Solutions it was capable ? Is he ſo 
Eager to prove Phalaris Spurious, that he - 
cares not wheth.r the Authority of the Sa- 
cred Writinys fink with him ? But 1 hope 
he does not think there's any more Weight 
in Spinoſa*s, than I think there is in His Ar- 
guments, One of the Anſwers I have heard 
given upon this occaſion is, that theſe Names 
were changed ſince Hoſes writ, to make his 
Hiſtory more intelligible to thoſe, to whom 
the ancient Names of theſe Towns and Coun- 
tries were no longer known. And this Plea 
therefore I might fairly lay hold of for Pha- 
laris, if there were any need of it; and pre- 
ſume that the Copyers of theſe Letters might 
alter ſome of the Old Names to ſuch as were 
of more known and familiar Uſe in their 
Time. But I have no occaſion to ſay this, 
till Dr Berztley has clearly prov'd ſome of 
the Names of Cities mention'd there to be 
later than Phalaris z; which, I thipk, with all 
his little Skill in | Accounts, he has 
not been able to do. 

For Methods ſake, he begins at the Laſt 
Epiſtle ; from whence he cites theſe words; 
"YBador t; $1wriey, and ſays, the Sophiſt was care- 
fol to mention ſuch Cities (he means, People) as 
he knew were in Sicily (a). Which is un- (@)P. 15. 
luckily faid juſt in this Place, becauſe the 
Sophiſt (if he be one) happens to mention a 
People that were not in Sicily; for in - 

the 


122 _. Dr Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 


the Copies of Phalaris "tis Taadu, Indeed I 
gueſs'd it ſhould be *TCazes,, and am there- 
fore oblig'd not to bear hard upon him for 
making uſe of my Conjecture. G1 nting it 
therefore to be *T1Caa%, whether any of the 
Sicilian Hybla's be here meant is dubious, aad 
therefore he ſays nothing to it: brt when he 
comes to Phintia, which every body owns to 
be in S:cily, he brings abundance of needleſs 
Authorities to prove 'tis there, One of 
theſe, Diodorns, ſays, that Phintia was bullt 
by Phintias of Agrigent, long enough after the 
Time of Phalaris;, upon which Dr Bentley 
begins to triumph a little too haſtily ; ima-= 
gining, he has certainly prov'd this to be 
the Phintia mention'd by the Mock-Phalaris. 
Whereas he ought to have conſider'd, that 
Dimdorus, in the very place he cites, ſays, that 
the Fhintia built by Phjintias was a Maritime 
4 voy : but there's another *P— which 
22, WW both Ptolemy (b), and Pliny (c) tell us is a 
7 ow oe kms A, I n. Now if Phalaris's 
(c) Nat. Friends ſhould be as Poſitive as Dr Bentley 
Hiſt. 3 ſometimes is with leſs reaſon, that *tis the 
Ge B, Mediterranean F hintia that's mention'd in this 
Epiſtle, how would he diſprove '*em ? This 
has certainly as good a Title to be there as 
his Maritime Phintia has ; nay, according to 
his way of arguing in the next Paragraph 
from the Company that Towns keep, the 
caſe is evident in its favour; for Hybla, which 
It" is here joyn'd with, is Mediterranean. 
Perhaps the Dr will bravely ſtand to what 
he has here inconſiderately ſaid, that all theſe 
Authors mean the ſame place : if ſo, (which 


Iam far from Granting) why may not Djo- 
dorus 
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dorus be miſtaken as much in the Dare of this 
Town, as two Good Witneſſes prove him to 
be in the S:r»ation of it ? unleſs this Phintia 
be ſuch another Place as Agrigent, a Sea-port _ 
Town in the middle of Sicily *. * Difſert. . 
' From Phintia the Dr marches on viRori-?' 5* 
ouſly to Aleſa ; where he finds Sreſichorus in 
danger of being /napr +, in his intended Jour- + Ibit. 
ney from thence to Hiwera. And here agen + 16+ 
he appeals to Diodorrs, whether there was 
any fu h place as Meſa in the Days of Phala- 
ris. ' Did» us gives him a leſs fatisfatory an- 
ſwer than ie did in the Caſe of Phintia ; and 
tells him, that there was indeed one Aleſa 
built by Archonides in the ggth Olymp, (which, 
according to the Dr's Arithmetick, is above 
120; another man would have ſaid, above 
149 Years after the laſt Period of Phalaris ) 
but that there were ſeveral other Alz/a's in 
Sicily ;, and therefore Archonides gave this Ci- 
ty the Appellation of Archonidium. So that 
we are at liberty to chuſe any other of thoſe 
Aleſa's for Phalaris ;, unleſs Dr Bentky by his 
Arbitrary Power can confine vs to Archori- 
dium. He ſays he can, and by this Stratagem : 
Alzſa is here joyn'd with Himera and Alunti- 
um; and the Alz/a of Archorides is upon the 
ſame Coaſt with theſe Two Ciries : therefore 
ys evident from the Situation that this Alzſa of 
Archonides js meant in the Epiſiles. A Surpri- 
zing Argument ! and I verily be ieve kis 
Own ! if he be not roo unreaſonably fond 
of it, I deſire to b»rrow it for One Moment, 
to prove juſt the contrary to what He has 
prov'd ; that this Alzſa 7s not upon the ſame 
Coaſt with Aluntium, Tully ſays; Haleſin, 
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dent therciore that Aleſa is upon the ſame 
Coaſt with Catana; that is upon the Coaſt 
diretly oppoiite to Alwtium. I could con- 
found all the Geographers in the World with 
this Argument, but mnſt detain it no longer; 
x retnrn it t+© the Dr with Thanks, and with 
a Promiſe never to uſe it again. If any-body 
be of ſo ſlow a Judgment, as not to be affetted 
with the evidence of this proof, the Dr,who 
Is a man that guards againſt all poſſible Cavils 
and Exceptions, has another ready to ſupport 
it ; which plainly ſhews, that the Alzſa of Ar- 
chonides xwft be meant 1m the Epiſtles, becauſe 
there was no other Town of that name in the days 
of the Sophiſt |. The Queſtion is, whether 
theſe Epiſtles could be written by Phalaris? 
No, ſays Dr Bentley; becauſe the Aleſa of 
Archonides is mention'd there. But how does 
it appear, that, among the ſeveral Alz/a's in 
Sicily, this of Archonides muſt needs be meant 
there? That, ſays he, is plain; becauſe 
there was no other Town of that name in the days 
of the Sophiſt : i, e. If a Sophiſt writ theſe Let- 
ters, he muſt needs mean the Ale/a of Archo-» 
nides, becauſe there was no other then ſtand. 
ing. But the Dr forgets that he is diſpu- 
ting with a ſtrange ſort of People who wor't 
allow that a Sophiſt writ theſe Letters; and 
if he could prove that a Sophiſt writ em, 
they would ſtill deny his Conſequence : for 
might not a Sophiſt mention a Town he had 
read of, tho? *twas not ſtanding in his time ? 
If he might not, *twill follow, thar a Sophiſt 
could not write theſe Epiſtles; where -= 
ind 
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find the names of 4/ypalea, Himera,Zancle,&c. 
Towns out of Date long before the days of 
the Sophiſt, It has been the Dr's fortune in 
this Seftion, to vſe ſuch perverſe arguments, 
as will ſooner ſerve to any purpoſe than to 
what he applies *em. Inſtead of proving the 
Epiſtles Spurious, he has prov'd 'em Genuine; 
inſtead of ſertling the true place of one City, 
he has unſetled all the Geography that ever 
was writ. 

However he is not diſconra?z'd with this ill 
Succeſs at Alz/a, but proceeds to give Battle 
to the Zancleans, upon the ſtrength of an old 


ſaying and a true, 72) Ag. vaure TY TT AG48 (8), (4) Diſſer. 
Phalaris in the 85th Epiſtle ſays, Tovooueycras?* 3% 


& Zayragice is Tia verizue and inſcribes the 
21ſt Epiſtle Mextwia; ; upon which Dr Bent- 
ley makes this Remark * Here we have mention 
made of Zancleans and Meſſenians, 4: if Zancle 


and Meſſana were two different Towns (b) : and (5) Tbi& 
agen, the Zancleans, by the reckoning of Pauſa- 7+ 2+: 


Nias, had been an obſolete forgotten Word 100 
Tears before the date of theſe pretended Epi- 


files (c). If the Author had mention'd Zan- (a) Diller. 
cle and Meſſana too, Dr Bentley might haveP- 27+ 


faid with ſome Grounds that be miſtook 'em 
for two different Towns :- but to ſay, he did ſo, 
- from his mentioning the Zancleans and Meſia- 
nians, Is a Conſequence too nearly related to 
ſome we have lately parted with, For from 
the Meſſanians taking Zancle, and calling it 
after their own Name, does it follow , that 
there were no Zancleans left in the World ? 
Were theſe poor people annihilated upon the 
Loſs of their City? A man leſs raſh in pro- 
nouncing their Name forgotten and obſolers 
might 
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might have Suſpe&ed, and a man better ac« 

quainted with Hiſtory might have Known, 

that they continued many Ages in a Diſtin&t 

Body.” and under the ſame Name. Payſa- 

..” #jas (a), where he obſerves, that during the 
(4)Eliace a3 

p. 346 Meſſenians abſence from Peloponneſe, but Two 

of their Nation won the Prize at the Olym- 

picks, adds, that the Sjcilians ſay theſe were 

not Meſſenians, but deſcended 

*O, $2 Smenedru i rire, from the old Zancleans *, This 

F edpyaiov Zayundiov us implies, that the Zancleans 

Mezwlwiss gar” were not ſwallow'd up by 

the Meſſenians, but kept their 

Families unmix'd with their new Conque= 

| rors. And this appears. more clearly from 

+ Lib. 11+ Djodorus, Who tells us |, that in the q9th 

Olympiad the Zarncleans recovered their City 

out of theſe Strangers hands, that, had poſ- 

ſeſs'd it fo many Years. , Nay, ſo far were 

the Zancleans from being obſolete 100 Tears 

before . Phalaris, that we are ſure they pre- 

{erv'd themſelves in a Separate Body even 

* L.3-c. 8.till * Plinys time, who expreſly diſtinguiſhes 

'em from the Mefſanians; and tells us, Meſſa- 

24 was a Free City, but the . Zancleans were 

| Meſſana Tributaries þ: Theſe Teſtimonies will ſaffi- 

Jomeno- Ciently juſtifie Phalaris for. mentioning the 

rum qui Zancleans ;, and if we can bring him off as 

Mamerti- well for mentioning the A/eſſanians, that i1:= 

niv0- excuſable Ignorance inthis matter, which Dr 

ed. + Bentley preſſes ſo hard upon the Sophilt, 

Jditionis mult lie at his' own Door, till he can remove 

Zanclzi- It. But this, the Dr ſays, Thucydides wilt 

not ſuffer, who relates that, at the time of Kerxes's 

Expedition , Anaxilaus King of Rhegiuma be- 

fieg'd Zancle, and took it ; and call'd it Meſſana, 

Thus 
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Thucydides * ſays indeed that Anaxilaus beat * L+ $ 5- 


out the Samians from Zancle, and calld it 
Mefſana ;, but fixes the time of this ation no 
otherwiſe than only by ſaying, *twas not long 
after the Samians, flying from the Medes, poſſeſs'd 
it, Dr Bentley calls this Xerxes's Expedition ; 
as if the Medes had neyer made an Incurſion, 
upon Greece, till the time of Xerxes. I don't 
know how he will excuſe himſelf for miſre- 
preſenting that excellent Author, but only 
by pleading that he has dealt as freely with 
others. For, after the Words laſt quoted 
from Thucydides, he adds ; the ſame ſays He- 


rodotus ; whereas what Herodotus Þ+ ſays, iS +L. 7, 


ſo far from being rhe ſame, that it contra- 
dias both the Story which Thucydides him- 
ſelf tells, and that which Dr Bentley makes 
for him. For Herodotus ſays, not that Anaxilaus 
expelld the Samians from Zancle, but that he 
aſſiſted *'em to take it; not that this was 
done at the time of Xerxes's Expedition, but 
in the Reign of Darizs: A Common Reader 
would be ſurpriz d to hear him profeſs, im- 
mediately after theſe Two fair Citations, 
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that he loves to deal ingennouſly (a) : but I be- (4) Diller: 

gin now to underſtand his Figurative Ex- #- *5- 

preſlions ; whea he offers an argument, that. 

has no Conſequence, or Meaning in it, ther 

his Phraſe is, *ris Evrdent 5 When he has tran- 

ſcrib'd two or three Pages together from 

another man, then he crys out a Diſcovery ; 

and when he would put a falſe Colour up- 

on any thing, then he loves ro deal ingenuonſly. 

But to deal a little more ingenuovſly than 

He does, I will give his Authorities - the 
Orce 
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force that they will bear, tho? not all that 
he lays upon em; and then conſider how 
far the Poſitive Teſtimony of Pauſanias may 
prevail againſt 'em. That Anaxilaus chang'd 
the Name of Zancle into Meſſana is agreed 
between Dr Bentley and Me, the only queſti- 
on is abont the Date of this Change. Thu- 
eydides fixes upon no date : Diodorus places 
the Death of One Anaxilaxs in the y6th 
Olympiad ; but does not ſay, this was the .4- 
naxilaus that nam'd Meſſana. Herodotus , in 
the place cited, ſays nothing about the 
Change of the Names, but tells a Story of 
the Samians ſeizing Zancle, a little after Aj- 
letus was taken ; that is, about the yoth O- 
iympiad : and all the Ground we have, from 
this Paſſage of Herodotus, to conclude the 
Change of the Name Zancle into HMeſſana to 
have happened after this time, is, his calling 
the City Zancle, and not Mana, throughout 
this Story : which I think, proves nothing 
more, than that the Old Name was not yet 
ſo utterly aboliſhd , but that it was call'd 
indifferently either Zancle or Meſſana ftill : 
and this I take to be the moſt Natural In- 
terpretation of another Paſ- 
fage in Herodorws (*, (which I 
4.279 oh Eoncatl'lrda 23 ſhall produce in Terms becauſe 
4 tn 4% Tr x xarolun Dr Bentley has not ) where, 
ov miaw Ziiyralw, tw &s having occaſion to mention 
Mewlulu p7Berst, Twoue' Zancle, after the Samians had 
L. 7- 164 poſſes it, he calls it Zarxcle 
ſtill; only letting us know, 
that it had alſo a New Name, Meſſana. So 
that hitherto we have had no dire& and poſi- 
tive Teſtimony about the Time of Zancle's 
changing 
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changing its Namie. . Pauſanias is the only Au- 
thor, that ſpeaks fully up to the point ; and 
He expreſly affirms this to have happen'd in 
the 29th Olympiad, and tel!s the Story with 
a great deal of Solemnity and Circum- 
ſtance. He ſays, the Flight of thoſe Meſe- 
»ians [who nam'd !eſſana] was after the ta- 
king of /ra by the Lacedemonians, in the 
28th Olympiad , when Chionis the Spartan 
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carried the Prize the firſt time (a): that, (4) P.259, 
upon their Flight, Anaxilaus Prince of Rhe. *** 


gium, who had War with the Zancleans, in- 
vited *em to joyn with him ; that they did 
ſo, and together with his Forces took Zan- 
cle; and had it given *%em to inhabit, and 
new nam'd it Meſſana,in the 29th Olympiad ; 
when the ſame Chisnis won the Prize the Se- 


rond time (b). That this Anaxilaus was the © 
Great Grandſon of Alcidamidas, who fled 


with his Family from Mcſene to Rhegium, af- 
ter the taking of Jrh»me, and the Death of 


b) P.260, 
3 


Ariſtedemus (c); which happend ( he tells us (c) P.260, 
in another place * ) the firſt Year of the 14th * Þ- 251 


Olympiad, that is about Threeſcore Tears be- 
fore ; ſo that all the little particulars of Pau- 
ſanias's whole Story are adjaſted with the ut- 
moſt exaQneſs : He ſpeaks home to the point; 
ſo, as to leave? no poſſible room for interpret- 
ing his Words to any other Senſe ; and we 
have as much reaſon to depend upon him in 
This, as in Any Xra of Chronology what- 
ever that. he has laid down throughout his 
Writings. And that Pax/anias, who gives us 


this account, was not unacquainted with what 
K Her o- 


130 


Dr Bentley's Diſſertation «pon the 
Herodotus had ſaid, appears 


* Toy 389» Ewhofer Ts from his quoting Herodotus *, 
Tor HeydorO 01 « Tois Jn relation to Micythns, the 
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(2)L. I. 
Pe. 18. 


(b) P. 27. 


Servant of Azaxilaus : ſo that 
Eliac. p. 340. this cannot be . thought an 

Error of his, owing to his 
want of Memory , or ſufficient Light ; but 
his fix'd and ſettled Judgment after the 
Matter had been by him throughly conſi- 
der'd : And doubtleſs, when he Jaid down 
this Account ſo peremptorily and with fo 
much ExaQtneſs, he had ſuch Authorities in 
his View, as he judg'd ſufficient to bear him 
out in it; and to be more than a Coun- 
terpoiſe to the Teſtimony of Herodotus ; 
which he rejeas, not only as to the Ape of 
Anaxilazs, but as to the Circumſtances of his 
Life al; giving us a very different relation 
of them. The moſt Eminent Chronologers, 
and Men beſt vers'd in theſe things, (having 
never ſcen that whole Tenor of Hiſtory confirm'd 
by fo many Synchroxiſms and Conc rences,which, 
I ſuppoſe, Dr Bentley keeps by him in re- 
ſerve) fall in with this account of Pay/anias. 
Ubbo Emmirs follows it, in his Hiſtory of An- 
cient Greece (a) ; Lydiat, in his Notes on the 
Chromcon Marmoreum , joſeph Scaliger, 1n his 
Animadverſions upon Euſebins (b); and in his 
"Avazzzpn OauumdSoy T 1 90 


+ Ir was compos'd by Sea does F:tavins too(c), who ne- 


ned Nen have quoted it ſince, 
4 an Ancient Piece, 


he can help ir ; and Mernrfins 


(c] Rat, Temp. fr. 1. (d),who has a diſtinct Chapter 


on this Sv jet, To ſum up 


» 38. 
(4) Let. Att. þ 2-023» qnrEvidence then; againſt an 


Indire& and Dublous Proof, 
built 
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built chiefly on a Diſputab!e Paſſage in Hero- 
dotus, we have the expreſs, and full, and 
undoubted Authority of Parſarins ; and the 
Opinions of Ubbo Emmins, Lydiat, Scaliger, 
Petavins, and Meurſius, to counterpoiſe Dr 
Bentley's : and if theſe are not Enough to do 
it, I promiſe the Dr to throw half a dozen 
more into the Scale, the next time he and 1 
talk together, 


In the ſame Epiſtle, from whence Dr Benr/cy 
took an occaſion of giving us this large an4 
ingenuous account of Zancle and M4: ſſuna, the 
Tatromenites were mention'd with the Zan- 
Cleans,| Tavgricyaruy t; Za, x ts, 74 | verinne | 
upon which 1 expected, that, wha he had 
diſpatch'd the Zancltars, le would nave fallen 
npon the Tauromenites : but to ſhew his Aver- 
ſion to any thing that looxs like Order or 
Method, he popones *em, to int2rmix ſme 
Proofs of a different N.. ire. Ihave alread; 
excusd my ſelf trom following him in his 
Rambles, and ſhall conſider Tauromeninm here 
in its proper place. The only Authority he 
has brougkt to Prove T attromenium 10 narma'd 
fince the time of Phalarzs, is that of Diodorms, 
which I mention'd in my Preface ; and own'd 
to be a clear Proof againlt Phalaris, if it 
might be rely*'d on. But Diodozr: 1s in two 
Stories, which, as Dr Bentley (after his way 
of citing Authors) has put'em together, look 
plauſibly enough ; bur as Diodors himſelf 
tells *em, are utrerly inconſiſtent. In his 
14th Book he ſays, that tome S:cil/ans plan- 
ted themſelves upon Tazrs, and from their 
Settlement there calPd the place they built, 

K 2 T at:» 
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Tanromeninm : In the 16th Book, he ſays, that 
about 40 Years after this, Andromachus plans 
ted ſome of the Old Naxians upon Tawns ; 
and from his Jong ſtay there call'd the place 
where he planted 'em, 7arwromenium. Thus 
Djodorus plainly gives vs Two different ac- 
counts of the Time when the Place was 
nam'd ;, either of which , I confeſs, would 
ſerve Dr Pentleys purpoſe : but fince they 
contradi@ one another, neither of them is to 
be depended on. If Dr Bentley pleads, that 
they do not contradi&t one-another, becauſe 
the Place might be twice calPd ſo, for One 
and the ſame Reaſon ; why will not the Same 
Reaſon equally hold for its being call d ſo, 
long before Phalaris liy'd ? Doubtleſs the 
Sicil:anz had often before his time reſorted to 
the Strong Holds of that Mountain. Nay, 
Thucydides expreſly tells us (a), that. there 
were -f old Peop'e that inhabited the Hil- 
ly parts about Naxos : and *tis not improba- 
ble, that Theſe miz;ht be calPd Tauren 
before they were form'd into any Politick 
Bedy ; and afterwards, when they were col- 
lefed together, and a City was built (tho? 
we dont know when that was) that City 
might be call'd T auromenium. *Tis obſerva- 
ble that Phalaris, tho* he has very often oc- 
caſion to mention theſe People, yet never 
names any ſuch Town as Tauremenium ; ne- 
ver calls %em Citizens, nor uſes any ſuch Ex- 
preſſion as implies, they elong'd to any City. 
This could ſcarce have happen'd, if a Sophiſt 
had writ theſe Letters : but *tis no wonder 
that Phalaris ſhould write ſo ; becauſe there 
might be Taxromenites, as there wasa River 
' Taxro* 
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T auromenius (if YVibius Sequeſter be to be cre= 
dited, who ſays the Town had its name from 
thence) before there was a Tauromeni::m. $0 
that Dr Bentley would have no reaſon to tri- 
umph over the Defenders of Phalaris, if he 
could prove Ta4omenium of a Later Date; 
much leſs, fince he cannot prove it, ought 
he ſo inſultingly to call upon 'em, Where 
are thoſe that cry up Phalaris for the florid 
Author of theſe Letters, who was burnt in 
his Own Bull above 150 Tears before Tauro- 
menium was ever thought of (a)? E're 1 an« (4) Diller. 
{wer this Queſtion, 1 deſire to ask Him one : + 3% 
Where does he find that Phalaris was burnt 
in his Bu ? Does this Great Hiſtorian take 
up with the Trifling Auther of the Verſes 
upon bis ; when {> many Grave Writers 
have given.us a different account of Pha- 
laris's Death ? In another place indeed he 
cites Heraclides for this Story ; but, as I have 
already obſerv'd, falſly. However, Phalari:'s 
being burnt in his Bull before Tauromenium 
was thought on, was ſo refrefhing a Quidble, 
that he would rather venture upon Falfe 
Hiſtory, than loſe it. The Witticiſm is 
ſomething remote, as it ſtands here ; bur 
when he is at leiſure to put this Diſſer- 
tation into Latin, *twill receive a Great Ad- 
vantage. 
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2 Was not to be hop'd, that theſe Ob- 
ſcure Poiats conceraing the Building 

" and Feopling Ancient Towns ſhould be 

ſo far clear'd and ſettl'd, as to make 'em a- 
movnt to a Plain and Di: ect Proot: againſt 
the Epiſtles : However it was a piece of 
+ Learning not unworthy of a Scholars Pains; 
and by a Skilful Hand might have been made 
uſefn] to ſome Other purpoſe. I would not 
therefore be thought to diſparage Dr Bentley 
for enquiring into this matter. tho' he has 
happen'd to leave it more obſcure than he 
found it ; His Attempt was Commendable, 
whatever his Succeſs has been: but Now, 
methinks, he fto-ps very low ; from the 
Riſe and eA74's of Cirics, -t@ the Chronolo- 
gy of Old Sayings. and Proverbs, This would 
make a much more ſuitable. Appendix to a 
V ocabulary, than to an Hiſtory ot, Ancient and 
Modern Learning. ?*Tis fo dry and fruitleſs, 
ard ſo little to the Purpoſe, that I am al- 
moſt tempted to break my promiſe, and 
leave this part of his Diſſertation unexa- 
min'd, While Men of Different Times have 
a Like Frame of Sonl, and ' meet with Like 
Accidents of Lite, z. e.. while they have the 
ſame Faculties, and the ſame Occaſions of 
thinking, what Wonder is it, that they ſhould 
happen upon the ſame RefleQtion ? or that 
Authors, who write the ſame Language, 
and up-n the ſame Subje&, ſhould put the 
fame Two Words together ? Yet this is 
what aſtoniifes Dr Bentley ; he cannot be- 
lieve, that there ſhould be ſo ſtrange a 


Jump- 


Epiſtles of Phalaris, Examin'a, 135 


Jumping of Good Wits, without ſome filching *: * Diller. 
and therefore concludes, theſe Letters muſt ** 33* 
be writ, not by Phalaris himſelf, but by a Se- 
cretary (a) of his; who is not ſo Dutiful as () Ibid. 
a Secretary ſhould bein attending his Maſter, # 3*- 
for he comes a Thouſand Years after him 

The Dr takes this Secretary rripping (6) In (5) Ibid, 
his uſe of the Proverb z/7v:s Sixn, of which 7+ *7- 
the Dr can prove Creſus to be the Author 5 
becauſe, when be ſent a Meſſage ro the Lam- 
pſacent, that if they did nor ſet Miltiades 
free, he would extirpate *em +3ruxs »p; nov, the anen 
of Lampſacus underſtood not the meaning of that 
E-epreſſion , The Phraſe, he ſays, puzz/'d the 
whole City (c) : What if it did ? muſt an Ex- (1 n1za, 
preſſion needs be New and Unheard of, be- 
cauſe the Mayor and Aldermen of [ ampſacaz, 
and perhaps the Recorder too, did not ap- 
prehend it? But how does he prove, # 
puzzPd the WHOLE City? plainly ! be- 
cauſe One of the Eldeſt Citizens bit #pon'r, aud 
told the meaning of it. This is very Nice 
Reaſoning +: bnt he goes on to refine upon it; 
and ſvſpects - that Herodotus bimfelf was rhe 
firſt Broacher of that Expreſſion : for (ſays he) 
thoſe firſt Hiſtorians made every-bogies, Speeches 
for *%m. - Therefore Herod-tus made this , 
which is no Speech, but only a Acſſage ! 
However, let Herodotus have worded this 
Meſſge ;; does the ſame Herodotes tell vs, 
that the Lempſacenes were puzzl'd with an Ex- 
preſſion inyented by Herodo us * Were the 
Men of 7 ampſacns in Crefus's time at a Los 
to underſtand a Phraſe, that was not thought 
of, till Jer9dorus an Hundred Years afterwards 
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coin'd it ? *Tis wonderful to Me, how ſuch 
a Piece of Reaſoning as this could ever enter 
into an Head that has Brains in :t ! All 
the Dr hs to countenance it, 1s the Title 
of a Loſt Chapter in- Gellins ;, from whence 
he rakes occation to gueſs at what's Loſt 
there, and to give us a wrong Tranſlation 
of what's Left : Ceſam, which in Herodotus's 
Greek is #zzoraCa, he renders Lop'd, inſtead 
of Cut down: Now, that a Pine-tree pe- 
riſhes by Lepping, is, I believe, News to the 
Narturaliſts. I could not avoid taking notice 
of this litrle Miſtake becauſe he repeats it 
over and over again ; and endeavours, in his 
awkward way, to ſqueeze Mirth out of it. 
Gellius indeed, remembring a Paſſage in Hero- 
dotus, where it was affirm'd, that the Pine 
was the only Tree, which would not ſhoot 
out after it was cut down, might ſay, Cod 
parim vere dixerit Herodotus, &c. becauſe he 
did not nicely examin upon what Nccaſion 
this was brought in by Herodotus ; or what 
was ſaid in Herodotus, he mightin a Quota- 
on ſay well enough, was faid by him - but 
to tell us the Story of the Lampſacexes being at 
a Loſs to underſtand the Meſſage of Creſus 
and yet to think this Expreſſion firſt broach' 
by Herodatns, is ſuch an Inſtance of Oſcira- 
;@,P. 119-tion (a), as | could not eafily imagine, that 
even Our Diflertator could be guilty of. He 
tells us of Dreaming Pedants, with their Elbows 
on their Desks ;, but ſurely the Man that writ 
this muſt have been faſt aſleep ; or elſe his 
[magination could never have rambled at this 


rate, If Herodotus is to be believ'd, Craſn; 
us d 
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uvs'd this Expreſſion ; if he is not to be be- 
liev'd, why is he brought to proveany thing? 
Herodotus is ſo far from aſſerting that Crajes 
was the Author of this Proverbial Saying,that 
from this very Story we may gather, that he 
was not the Author of it ; For when he ſent 
a Meſſage to the Lampſacenes, which he ex- 
pected ſhould immediately be obey'd, would 
he put it into ſuch a Phraſe as they were not 
likely to apprehend ? Ir ſtands to reaſon, 
that he thought the Expreſſion Common 
enough ; or elſe he would not have us'd it 
on this occaſion, All that we certainly leara 
from Herodotus Is, that this Saying muſt be as 
Old, at leaſt, as Cr&ſus; from whence one | 
would be apt to conclude it to be probably 
as Old as Phalaris, wha is plag'd bur very few 
Years above him. 

When the Dr's head ran upon Old Say . 
ings, how came MVihil eſt diftum quod non diftum 
prins , to eſcape him ? This One, well ap- 
ply'd, would have done him more ſervice 
than all the Greek, Latin, and Engliſh Pro- 
verbs with which he embelliſhes his Diſſer- 
tation z; it would have ſhew'd him, how vain 
it is to pretend to trace the Originals of 
Words and Phraſes ; and that eyen the «/£74's 
of Cities may be fix'd much ſooner than 
They. However the Dr launches ſtill ont 
into further Diſcoveries of this kind ; he has 
met with a Sentence of Moral *, xiy©& try: oxid: * Diller. 
which notable Saying, he te'ls us, had nor Pha-P* 33: 
laris modeſtly hinted that Others had ſaid it bes 
fore him, we might have taken for his Own, He 
ſ{:ems here to blame Phalaris for being modeſt, 
and for hinting that he borrow'd this Ex- 

preſſion 
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preſſion from orhevs, when he might as well 
have put it upon us for his ors : the Dr I 
believe will never be bland upon either of 
theſe accounts. But would he rea'ly have ta- 
ken this £-ying for P.alaris's Own, it there 
had bcen no hint of his borrowing it ?7 and 
yet when Thalars fays, 'tis Older than him- 
ſelf, will he take it to be Yonn*ser ? He 
reckons up ſeveral Aut'tors thit pretend to 
it, Democritus, Simoniaes , and tlic Laccdemo- 
mans ;, and decides in favonr of Democritas, 
for a very good reafon ; becauſe otherwiſe 
It would be of no uſe to him in the preſent 
Debate. But I am io far from yielding it vp 
to Democritus, that | ſay Democritns lays no 
claim to it Plutarch ſay, AY 5 TIL out v7 
Anuixptrev 5 Perhaps he had met with this in 
ſome Paſſage in Democritss's Works : but It 
will not follow from hence, that Democritus 
was the Author of it. Many Proverbtal 
Gnome , in all Languages, are to be met 
with in the Dr's Diſſertation ; but No body 
will atlow this Way of Arguing from 'em : 
Either theſe Gnome are Dr Benticy's own, or 
elſe he 1s a Sorry Plag:/ary. Laertius, the other 
Witneſs produc'd be Democritus, is as far 
from making Democritus the Author of this 
Sentence, as Plutarch is, In his Life of De- 
mocritus we find, Tirs 7 y, 73, Niy© tx ox 


© Tafe of But in another place he tells us (a), Solon us'd 


to ſay, Ayer ES wav #9) F Teyer ; SO that Demo- 
eritus, according to Laertins's account, and 
Dr Bentley's Reaſoning, muſt ſtil] have filch*d 
this Saying. And from the Variety of Opini- 
ons concerning the Original of it, I have 
more reaſon to ſuppoſe it older than Phala- 
FI, 
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ris, than Dr Bentley has to preſume it Later. 
Here are Four Authors that have an Equal 
Pretencc to it; and if it be given to any of 
the Four, except Democritus, Phalaris might 
have us it after *em : but I rather think that 
none of *em have any Title to it, It is notan 
Obſervation of ſo. deep a Reach, but that it 
might have been-hit upon a hundred times, 
by Men no wiſer than Dr Bertley, or my ſelf, 
before the Pens of ' halaris or Democritus made 
it famous, | 

Dr Bentley goes on deteaing Phalaris's 
Thefts ; but for Ornaments ſake, the Phraſe 
is varied, He finds him in the next Paras 
graph, filching a Moral Sentence * ; in the Laſt, * Difſert. 
it was a Sentexce of Moral : which is the Only Þ+ 35: 
Change of Style, that I have obſerv'd in 
Dr Bentley's Diſſertation for the better ; and 
therefore 1 ought to give him the Praiſe of 
it. The Moral Sentence is this, ©vn3s 38 
ovTag ed Stvaroy ipla Eyes ws gas lives 5 magnet © 
which is ſtollen, he ſays, from an /ambic Verſe 
cited in Ariſtotle's Rhetorick, 'ASuverov oylu) ui 
guacne Ornrhs ov. But why might not this 
lambic Verſe be as well ſtollen from Phalaris ? 
or why might not both the Poet anc the 
Prince be equally beholden to a Moral Sen- 
tence more ancient than either of them ? 
Were there no Moral Sentences before the 
Days of Phalaris ? Or, ſuppoſing the Letter- 
writer had this Iambic Verſe in his Eye, how 
does it appear, that this Verſe was not Older 
than Phalaris? Ariſtotle, who cites it without a 
Name, leaves vs in the dark, as to the Time of 
it. And how will the Dr's ConjeCfturing Facul. 
ty help him out here ? will he pretend by rhe 

Thread 
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Thread and Colour of its Style to jadge to what 

Centu: y it i elongs ? Ay, but it is a Proverbial 

Gnox:e, he fays, and therefore PROBABLY 
borron'd from the *tage;, and CONSE QUENT- 

LI muſt be later than Phalaris, let ir belong to 

(4) Dil. what Poet You pleaſe, Tragic or Comic (a). Why 
Þ 35- more probably borrow'd from the Stage, than 
from Archilochu.?s\amhicks ? the Fragments 

of which are full of thoſe Wiſe Sayings, 

which Dr Bentley calls Proverbis' Gnome ; 

and which do not, I think, look a whir the 

Wiſer, for having that Hard Name given 

'em. But ſhuu!d I grant him his Probably, yet 

his Conſequently 1 can never allow ; becauſe I 

am very well ſatisfied, that there were both 

Tragic and Comic Poets before the Days of 
Phalaris, I ſhall talk with the Dr abaut the 

Ape of Tragedy in another Article ; here [ 

ſhall conſider Comedy only. The Chronicon 
Marmoreum informs us, that it was brought 

into Athens by Suſarion ;, or 

END _ _ a * Stage for the 

" aQting of Comedies was b 
ay oy wont wy rn firſt” eretted in ben. 
Þ» 40+ &# Capt 7 CG 2 

S:eng Tabulatd. the Date 1s indeed worn out 
of the Marble ; but it muſt 

be before the Tyranny of Piſtratus, with 

which the next Epoch begins - and the Ty- 

(6) Differ. ranny of Piſiftratus Dr Bentley owns (b) to 
* 41 have been ſomething before that of Phalari.. 
Thoſe Learned Men, who have taken pains 

to illuſtrate this Chronicle, have by the Con- 
currence of Other Hiſtories plainly fhown, 

that the time of S»ſar:o muſt fall between the 

610th and 58gth Year before Chriſt. Take 

fairly the Middle of this account ; and it falls 


out 
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out before the Reign of Phalaris, Mr Selder 
indeed, and ſome others, would have Suſario 
the ſame with Sannyrio, which would bring 
him down to Ariſftophanes's tinie ; but the Ex- 
cellent Biſhop Pear/on, in his YVimdicie Ipna- 
tianz (a), has prov d beyord all Controrverſie, (4) p. :, 
that S»ſario Is a diſtin Poet from Saynyrio, 10, 11 
and older by ahove 140 Years. But Comedy 
was yet Older th:n Suſario himſelf ; for it 
was Older than the Word by which it was 
call'd in Syſario's time, and had the ſame 
Common Name with Tragedy, long before 
the Diviſion of Dramatic Poe:ry into thoſe 
Twodiſtin@ Branches was form'd ; as I ſhall 
prove from Atheneus, and Others, hereafter, 
in my Enquiry into the Origin of Tragedy. 
Suſario was only the Improver of Comedy,as 1 
ſha!! ſhew Theſpis to have been of Tragedy: He 
poliſh'd it firſt perhaps, and gave it ſomething 
of a Regular Caſt ; which was handle enough 
for Diomedes Grammaticus (b). the Scholiaſt on (65) L. z. 
Ariſftophanes (c), and Clemens .Jlexandrinus (d), (©) In Pre- 
to attribute the Invention of it to him, But _ 
that he was not the Inventor of it, the Mar- ; " PIO 
ble it ſelf does more than intimate ; when 
it ſays only of him, that he firſt erefted a 
Stage in Athens, to a& Comedies upon. In- 
deed the Cities were beholden to the Villages 
for the Uſe of both Tragedy and Comedy; 
as we learn from Ariſtorle (c) : In the Coun- (e) Poet. 
try they began, and continu'd ſome time 1+ 
rude and vnform'd, till the City took %em 
out of the Pexſants hands, and poliſh d *em, 
Allowing then Dr Bentliy all his unreaſona- 
ble Demands : that Phalaris had a regard to 
the Iambick Verſe cited by Aritorle, and = 

at 
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That Verſe belong'd to the Stage ? yet we ſee, 
it might belong to the Stage, and be more an- 
cient than Phalaris. 

Our Critic himſelf ſeems but ill ſatisfied 
with this Proof, (a Thing which rarely hap- 
pens to him !) and therefore caſts about for 
Another ; and will find this Saying ſome- 
where elſe. I fee the Charge of Theft be- 
gins to clear up ; we ſhall eaſily Quaſh an In- 
ditment, that is thus laid in Two Places. 
Well ! but who 1s this Second Author, that 
Phalaris has purlnin'd ? why, Euripides, m 
his Philottetes, And, fays Dr Bentley *, from 
Ariſtophanes the famocs Grammarian (who 
(after Ariſtotle, Callimachus, and Others) writ 
the NdaTxanias, a Wink (were it nowextant ) moſt 
uſeful ro Ancient Hiſtory) we know, that this 
very Fable PhiloQtetes was written Olymp. 87 ; 
which 435 CXX Tears after the Tyrant”s deſtruftion, 
Was ever Scholiaſt urg?d toclear a moreKnot- 
ty Point ? or urg'd more Knottily ? He might 
as well from the Chronicon Marmoreum, com- 
par'd with Langbain'sFafti have undertaken to 
prove, that Theſpis was before Dryden, Eurie 
pides's his Words are, 


"Navvp 5 Oonnty x; 73 8&1 Tov, 
"Oure @g979k4 wid's Tha wil Ex ev 
"AdauvaToy 


Now (ſays the Dr) to him that compares 


theſe with the Words of the Epiſtle, "twill be 


EVIDENT, that the Author had this very Paſ- 
ſage before his Pen © there is #;,#%9 and eexnvre 7; 
zot only a Sameneſs of Senſe, but even of Words, 
and thoſe not neceſſary to the Sentence : which 
could not fall out by Accident. All that is Evi- 

dent 
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dent, 1 think is, that there is a Sameneſs of 
Reaſoning runs throughout the Dr's whole 
Diſſertation : let / halaris ſhift for himſelf; 1 
am reſoly'd not to anſwer this Argument. 
Inſtead on't, I ſhall he .zold to make an Ob- 
jeQtion to the Dr, which 1 defire him to an- 
ſwer; and that is, whether it were proper 
and prudent in him, to accuſe Phalaris of a 
Thett, ty a Pair of Quotat ons pillagd from 
my poor Notes on this Epiſtle ? and whether, 
among his other Proverbial Gnome, he ſhould 
not. have conlider?d T hat about the 0/4 Womar 
in the Oven ? 


Hitherto Phalaris has ſtollen diſcreetly, and 
borrow'd Expreſſions proper for him to uſe; 
but now, it ſeems, he ſteals without Decency 
or Diſtin&ti.n, out of Callimachus, and Pin- 
dar. For wc find Two Words cloſe to.:ether 
in Him, that are f.und as near one another 
in each of thvſe Authors. Fhalaris has in: 
S&wov. Piridar has Swwa i7p&, and Callimacius 
«Tige Iowy : the Dr is In a Qrandary here to 
determine, which of theſe Phalaris made bold 
with ; Pindar be ſhould be inclin'd to gueſs, but 
that he is more inclin'd to gueſs *tis Callima- 
chus. Indeed Callmachus , Dorizing in this 
point, is One Letter farther off from him 
than Pindar : but then azen 10 Anc. her place, 
which has nothing to do with 1 5 place, 
Callimachushas Two Or! er W orcs cxottly the 
ſame. So that between / inmaa, and Callima- 
chus, and Callimackhur *ri Findar., the Dr iS, 
as I obſerv'd, ina Great vwondary To re- 
heve him in this Streigbr, ! ta c leave to 
give him my. Opinion, that /halar;s might 

rob 
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rob neither : for I can ſee nothing ſo Extra- 
ordinary in theſe Words, but that a much leſs 
Man than Phalaris might have hit upon %m. 
The Dr fancies, he ſees a Quaintneſs ſomething 
Poetical in the Expreſſion ;, a Man, that dealt 
leſs Tenderly with Him than I, would beapt 
to fanſie, he ſaw a Quaintneſs ſomething Pe- 
dantical in the Obſervation. Which of the 
Words is Poetical , ireg& or fz/yor ? Freeys 
has no other Senſe here +, 
+ + Phalaris's Words are, than it has whereever 'tis us'd 
-w vg ute Li m"—_ in any Proſe Author : for the 
$99; Fo 1710y TUG Dr may refine UPOR IT, 88 he 
BE Ep. 12. pleaſes; it fignifies here nel- 
ther more nor leſs than Ano- 
ther ; tho? being oppos'd to turvyvrmy, this 
Other Fortune muſt, by conſtruttion, be un- 
derſtood to mean 7/! Fortune. Is f&/uwy then 
Poetical ? *tis taken here for wx»; in what 
Author almoſt is it not taken fo ? 1 could be 
very Learned here in my Citations; and, if I 
follow'd Great Examples, *twould be a pro- 
per occaſion, for there's no Need of %m : 
I will only in the Margin point out to the 
Dr a Place or two from Dionyſius Halicarnaſ- 
(4) 73 uo Sex? (4), and eAſcbines,, and put him in mind 
3lpe ei + Of thoſe words of Euſtathins, Tov wiowy Be" v6 
x) piper F Spur, 1 1 TUM x4 dpupiiremes ty umy dt Xtters apds 
dewrls Huyorny dyadhv Þ x) wi Tees Tl, Kc. 
Ha word 
mnetrly* Pe 172. — FiawTi; 18 tee Saluuoya tarodvgy dy. pe 180. 
—— Tr Saipore, f mu Tg Ti eugene, T6 ery dau 
$1A&Za% In Cteſiph. p. 94: Ed. Ot- 
Tully, in his Third Philippic, has theſe Two 


Expreſſions, Fatum extremum Reipublice, and 
Magna Vis eſt, magnum Numen wnm & idem 


fen- 
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ſentientis Senathi. Fatum extrenum, and Numen 
here have, in my Judgment, ſomething more 
of the Air of Poetry in *em, than -7#p © SYper; 
and accordingl7 we find the fir of em 2nce, 
and the Laſt often us'd in thut Senſe by YVir- 
gil. But I ſuppoſe N- 9ody will be fo wild 
as tO inferr any thing from thence ro te dif- 
advantage of that Phi{,ppic. The tam< is to 
be ſaid for the Words *Oaz*or £ves 144 che. 
122d Epiſtle, which: with great $:gaciry he 
finds in Caltimachus. The Latin of rhatGreek, 
Invenere Tormentum,ls in Ho. ace. will he reject 
at Random any Proſe writer, in whom I can 
find theſe Two Words together ? if he will, 
I'll engage, at a venture, to find *em. Burt till 
I know his Mind, I deſire to be cxcn. d from 
the Trouble: for, begging the Dr's »ardon, 1 
take Index-hbunting after Words and rhraſes, 
to be, next Anagrams and Acr»/tick , the lowelt 
Diverſion a Man can betake himſelf to. 

As trifling as theſe Two Criticiſins are, yct 
Dr Bentley 1s ſo fond of 'em, thit, to make 
'em immortal; he has lately rep;imted 'em, 
with his Fragments of Callimachus, *Tis the on- 
ly part of his Diſſertation which, notwith- 
ſtanding his Threatnings, he has yet thov» hr 
fit to put into Latin; and, if 1 ruels right,'tis 


- the only part that he ever will, 


HE Laſt Sort of Proof the Dr has em- 
ploy d to ſhew the Epiſties Younger than 


Phalaris, is the uſe of ſome Terms, or Wo: PP f 


Art,which were invented. be /ays,after Pho/... 15's 
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time : he inſtances in theſe Three, 7! riclean (f 3 —y 


Cups (4), Philejophy (b), and Tragedy (c). 5 : xl. 
L In 
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In the 7oth Epiſtle, among other things 
with which Phalarzs preſents his Phyſician, men- 
tion is made of Ter Couple of the Cups of Therj- 
cles , whom our Critic thinks he can prove to 
be a Corinthian Porter, that liv'd an CXX Years 
after Phalaris. Before he proves it, I beg leave 
to interpoſe a Gueſs, about the true Reading of 
this Paſſage; which, if accepted, may ſave both 
Him and Us the trouble of his Learned Argu- 
ment. The Text of Phalarjs,as it ſtands now, 
IS, Ke Tlorypiwv Opt: Acov (ev) n Sixa; what if it 
ſhould heretofore have been INorypior 8 Hog xaciav 
&c? *Tis a very inconſiderable Alteration, 
and yet it falves all : for that there was ſuch a 
Cup, nam'd from Hercales, and therefore. Old 
enough for Phalaris to uſe, Athenens, and Tully 
will inform us; the firſt of which, in his Ca- 
talogue of Cups, mentions the *Hpzracey as a dis 


&) P.469. ſtin& ſort, in one place (a), and ozv3G joar acw- 


* Vide C2fſaub. Anim, 


m3; in another * : and the 
Latter reckons up Two Hee 


+ Dicitur habere cum per- Yatlean Cups F among the 
binaToreumataz in his pocu- Wealth of Verres, which he 
{a duo quzdam quz#eraclez had amaſs'd together out of 
nominantur. Act. 6, i Very, Sicily , the very place where 


the Scene of theſe Letters lay. 

This ſmall Alteration, which I take the Li- 
berty to ſuggeſt, might eaſily creep into the 
Old MSS, that were in Cap:rals,without any di- 
ſtintion of Words : There the OriginalJRead- 
ing might have been FOTHYIQN @HYUAKAEIQN, 
and afterwards, by a ſlight Change of an A 
into an I, it might be corrupted into what it 
is Now by ſome Tranſcriber, whoſe Head was 
fall of the Thericlean Cup; and who liv'd when 
the Heraclean Cup was diſus'd and ty” 

n 
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And this is not the Only Inſtance we have of 
One »of theſe Names being miſtaken for the 
Other ; the Archon in the 61ſt Oly-1piad, whoſe 


Name in Djonyſins Halicarnaſ- 
ſens (a) is H-onkls, in Diodo- 
rus (b) is call'd Onan; : and 
ſach a Change, I hope, migit 
happen in theſe Epiitles,as has 
certainly happer'd in One of 
thoſe Authors, Nay, Salma- 
ſues (c) will not allow the Pre- 
ſent Reading, of Heraclea Poc::- 
la, in the Oration againſt Yer- 


(h 


(4) "ApgurrÞ "Al;pany 
c # ; 6 *'Y J ws P. 
He KAt&5s» OAavur v4 


. 


"Aeyorlze "\ $wparr ©4- 


FizA*86 xt Thy, C4 AUT 
Excer':.c UL. '049, ".2.41s 


(c) Plin. Exerc. Þ. 725. 
t2 vue T pitur, fol vix mi- 
be db oft, quia leg-1; dot 
ef I 


res ; but, likea true Critic, withoutany Autho- 
rity, ſubſtitutes Thericlea,in the room of it; and 
ſays, it muſt be receiv'd as an wndowbred altera- 
tion : not remembring, 1 ſuppoſe, Then, that 
Athenens had ſaid any thing of a Cup nam'd 
from Hercules, tho' but Two Pages afterwards 
he quores the very Place in him where'tis men. 
tion'd. A Candid Reader then,that conliders 
whatado there is made about the OvcimauÞ wait 
in Philologers, and how r.rely the *Hed42.ce is 
mention'd, will perhaps think this Conjecture 
of mine not Improbable, and grant me the be- 
nefit of it. But Dr Bentley, I believe, will enter 
his Proteſt: I remember a Saying of his, with 
relation to a Word in Tully, which O:intiliaz 
read othcrwiſe than He would have had him : 


But I, ſays he, would not believe 


E; 0 Vi , C tc F 07: i? 


Cicero to have ſaid ſo, tho? Ci- feripſitye ne Cic:ront qutl-m 


cero himſelf ſhould affirm it : and 
deſpairing therefore to get this 


ipf: athirmantt credileri n, F.pe 
ad Miil. in fin. Malal. ft. $0. 


Poor Gueſs of mine to paſs with him, I muſt 
een take the Term as | find it in Phalaris, and 
fee how far it afteQs our preſent Argument. 


*- 


S. 


- 
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(4) Sape 
Atbenaium 
: peccare 
grauier, 
dum ſuo- 


rum Excer- 


prorum fi- 
dem [equt- 


turneq; ad 


fontes ipls 
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To fix the Age of Thericles,from whom theſe 
Cyps are preſum'd to have their Name,theDr 
cites Athenew:; One Witneſs indeed,but as GOOD 
as a Multitude,he ſays,in a matter of thisnature* ; 
he might as well, I think, have ſaid as Many : 
for why ſhould One Witneſs be as Good as a 
Mulritude in Caſes of this Nature ? in Other 
Caſes, I am ſure, it 1snot: He may attaint Pha- 
Larss indeed upon a Single Evidence, but he can 
never in the c-:mmon Courſe of Juſtice convict 
him; and yet the Dr promis'd us to give him 
a Fair and Inpartial Tryal . If now there are 
ſeveral material Circomſtances that diſparage 
this One Witneſs's Teſtimony ; ithe liy'd at a 
ore t diſtance from the Time he writes cf; if 
he ſpeaks by Report and Hearſay only,without 
vouching any Authcrity ; if hz expreſſes him- 
{clf to, that we have roovm to doubt « hether 
we kno'y his min. ; or, ſhould we know his 
mind, yet if he contradicts himſelf imn-ediate- 
iy afterward : I ſay, if theſe things appear 
azainſt him.then tis One Witneſs is ſo far from 
being as good as a Multitnde, that he is as good 
a5 nworve, And I believe That will appear to 
be the Cafe, after I have examin'd him, 

Had Arh:r:£21; given us an account of the Au- 
thor of an Invention in his Own Time, or alittle 
before him, we could eaſily havecyedired him up. 
on his Word: but when ne ſpeaks. of an Inven- 
tion of 60 Years ſtanding, and pretends nicely 
ro fix the Date of it, without reling us from what 
Author he drew his Account, we may beallow'd 
to ſuſpe& his ExaCtneſs. His Miſtakes, where 
he depends upon his Memory,or even upon his 
Conmon-place-book (a), without conſulting the 


3 


elit, multzs locys probatum nobjs ſatis ſuperque. Anim» pe 377% 


very 


Epiſtles of Phalaris, Examin'd, 149 


very Authors themſe'ves, are frequ-ntly taken 
notice of by his Learned Editor; and he could 
not miſtake in a point that leſs deſerv'd to be 
remember'd than this. Had he known, himſelf, 
from what Author he drew this account, he 
would without fail have told us; for he treads 
not a ſingle ſtep without an Authority, if he 
can have one: and we may therefore conclude, 
that he had none; and that the only reaſon, 
which determin'd him to fix the Age of Thers- 
cles about Ariſtophanes's time was, that he had! 
not ſet down in his Adverſaria, nor did at pre- 
ſent call to mind a mention of the Thericlean 
Cap in any Writer more ancient than He. For 
obſervable it is, that among the Several Quo- 
tations in which he abounds on this head there 
is none that runs higher than the Age of that 
Poet. One there is, and but One, brought from 
a Loſt Play of his, Philonides, where the Theyi- 
clean Cup is mention'd at large; but not a word 
ſaid, by which we can make any Guels at the 
Age of Thericles. Our Critic indeed is of opi- 
nion, that 12 all probability Athenzus had this In- 
dication Cabout the Age of Thericles] from ſome 
Playof Ariſtophanes nowLoſt,where tat Corin- 
thian was mention?d as one then a'tve ( a). But in (4) Differ, 
all probability, Athenexs had not this Indicati- #* 35+ 
on from any ſuch paſſage; becauſe Then, in all 
Probability,he would have been fo Communi- 
cative as to have let his Readers have it too. 
Had Ariſtophanes nam'd Ther'cles as Living, in 
any of his Plays, and had this been Arhene::'s 
reaſon for making 'em Cotemporary, Is it cre- 
dible, that among ſo many other vallages he 
produces, relating to Teri. les, he would have 
omitted This, that was wprthall the reſt, and 
L 3 let» 
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C2) Ejvs Ego quidem Di- 
Iizentiam do 
cium in multis requiro. dicious and Careleſs to ſuch a 
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ſettI'd that very point of Chr-nology paſt di- 
ſpute, which he was then laying down ? eſpe- 
clally, fince he had not overloaded us on this 
Head, with Ariſtophaness Verſes; having cited 
him but .Oxce ; whcreas Alexis, a Writer of 
much leis CharaQter,is produc'd four timesto it, 
withi:i the compaſs of twenty Citations ? 
Could he be f, Laviſh, where there was no 
need of it? and ſo ſparing where the very 
Streſs of the Point lay ? I have no great Opi- 
nion either of Athenersds Judgment or Exat- 
neſs, (and when I ſay fo, I ſpeak but the 
Words of Caſaubon (a) ; how- 
m 1*- ever, I cannot think him Inju- 
in nonnullis, Judi- 
Aninadv. p. 215, Degree as this : and rherefore 
| I conclude, that he brought 
no Quotation of this kind out, of Arztophanes, 
becauſe he had none to bring. 

Indeed, as he quotes No-body for this ac- 
count of the Age of Thericles, ſo he ſpeaks of 
it himſelf with diſtruſt, Dr Bentley, *tis true, 
in his Tranſlation, has put him into thePoſerive 
S:yle ;, and made him roundly affirm, that the 
Cup WAS invented by Thericles, a Corinthian 
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1 Paſſagesin him, before and after this, that 
He himſelf Was not a - the _ = 

is Report : for he immediately g1VesS US 
—_ #coontsofthe Original of the Word *, * Þ. 471 
without the leaft Intimation which he pre- 
ferrts I allow, that theſe Derivations are 
forc d oes, and to be given up : for thatthe 
Name of the Cup came from the Name of a 
Man, is not to be doubted, Ithink ; at leaſt, 
it was not to be doubted, till Dr Bentley At- 
tempted to prove it, Let us ſtep out of our 
way ſo far as to hear his Extraordinary Ar- 
gument. Does not Co11m0n Analogy ſhew, ſays 
he, that as from "Hgarans comes "HydrActog, Am, 
as from Sopor.nis Comes Soporacns 5 J0 Jr071 OnctxAKs 
(not only may, but) MUST come Onptraege F? + P. 21 
Wonderful ! Who would have thought that 
isch Certain Concluſions could be built oa 
the Rules of Analogy ? or that there was {o 
near an Affinity between Logic and Gram= 
mar? Let us try it in another inſtance : as 
from *Amaxis COMES *Amiaacus, fo Irom axis the 
Philoſpher ſt come faxes Firens : Here 3s 
the ſame Analogy , and yet the Inference 
from it is ſtark naught, The Dr then was 


Potter, in Ariſtophanes's time : but Arhenens ex- | too raſh in aſſerting, that Onpixaccc muſt gag 

preſſes himſelt with greater Reſerve. His from Onpixa3s, Þy the Rule of Alogy - IT 
+ duredCar 8 xive) Words are *, One Thericles, does come from It, I grant 3 but _ = . ay 
oi x/2tye Tar On 8 Corinthian Petter [who livd are very different Things. & £Ng 
wATe 6 KopiyIrrs neegurs z about the Time of Ariſtophanes Rhime goes a Truer and Surer Way TD 
Jy ovws Tols XPoyors wart the Comenian] IS SAID, or IS work ; 
T Apiropame Þ. 470+ REPORTED to have made this | 

Sort of Cup : and FAM A EST a Corinthio As from Gooſe comes Goſling, 

FiguloT hericle fafos, ſays the Honeſt LatinTran- | So from Sir Pof. comes Sir Poſeun. 

ſlator. Which manner of ſpeaking is the more | B 

to be obſerv'd, becapſe it appears from ſeve- L 4 = 

ral | 
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, retnrn to our Serious and Weighty 

it; Atwencus, I ſay, propoſes ſome other 
.<rivations of Oyn-ixzawes beſides that from 
Onge,2.05 , and tho' DT Zentley and I are pretty 
well agreed, that they are frivolous ones, yet 
it es not appear any way, that He under- 
vaiu'd 'em ; *or determin'd which had the 
better claim to Ompiraces, They, or Thericles, 
which is a Sign, I think that He himſelf was 
not fully ſatisfied ;n the matter. And ano- 
ther Shrewd Sign it is, that but a few Lines 
before this famous Paſſage, he cites a Frag- 
ment from a Play of Alexis, where, as he in- 


(a) Kat punmore *Aaetis 
(ſays he)Ongnacia 1H Tov 
"Hegrntc mverla ; and does 
not Alexis introduce Hercu- 
les drinking out of a Theri- 
clean Cup ? In the Paſſage 
from Alexls , as it now 
ftands in Arbenaus,Thericles 
is not mention'd : but *tis 
plain Atheneusthought,trom 
ſome Expreſſions in it, that 
this Cup might be intended; 
or elſe he would not have 
ask'd a Queſtion about it. 


terprets it (a), Hercules 18 
brought in, drinking out of 
a Thericlean Cup: and this he 
does without taxing the Ab- 
ſurdity of the Poet; which 
he could hardly have omit- 
ted to do, if he had believ'd 
the Invention no Older than 
Ariſtophanes: for, at this rate, 
the bringing Hercules, and a 
Thericlean Cup upon the Stage 
together, would have been as 
ridiculous, as if one of Our 


Dramatic Poets ſhould repreſent William the 
Conqueror drinking in Dmwights Ware, Alexis, 
one would think, could not have committed 
ſuch an Abſurdity, who liv'd but Threeſcore 
Years after Ariſtophanes ; at leaſt Atheneus 
conld not have paſs'd it by uncenſur'd, if that 
Report about the Aze of the Therjiclean Cup had 
ſtuck with him, 


But 
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leave the Merits of the Cauſe to be decided by 
clearer Teſtimonies. 


And now what becomes of the Pompous 
Character with which Dr Bentley introduces 
this Single Evidence ? One indegd, but as good 
as a Multitude! I agree with the Dr, it he 
means a Multitude of ſuch Suborn'd Witneſ- 
ſes as he has brought to blaſt the Credit of 
Phalaris ;, One good Honeſt Downright Wir- 
neſs were worth 'em all : but Such, I think, 
I have prov'd Arheneus not to be in the Pre- 
ſent Debate, However, if after what has 
been offer'd, the Reader ſhould ſtill be in- 
clind to believe this one Hearſay Witneſs, 
I deſire him to remember, that his Evidence 
lies within a Narrow Compaſs, and that he 
affe&s but One Epiſtle : Sothat ſhould That, 
where the Thcriclean Cup Is mention'd, prove 
Spurious, yet the other 147 may, to our 
Comfort, be Genuine ſtill. And this Conſi- 
deration | hope the Reader has carried along 
with him thro? all the Particular Proofs, that 
they touch only thoſe Farticular Epiſtles from 
whence they are taken, but do not affe& the 
whole Body of *em ; for a Paſſage, or Part of a 
Book m1y be Spurious, and yet the Book it ſelf 
not be Spurious : eſpecially whea it is a Col- 
leion of Pieces, that have no Dependance 
upon one another, as Epiſtles, Epigrams, Fa- 
ble: ; the firſt Number of which may have 
been encreas'd by the Wantonneſs, or Va- 
nity of Imitators in after-times, and yet 
the Book be Authentic in the main, and an 
Original ſtill, 


There 
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There are ſome Other Important Contro- 
verſies whica Dr "extlcy 6 i3 occaſionally han. 
dled in this Paragraph ; as whether Thericles 

waS@ Turner, Or a Potter X? 

*Dif. p. 18.Th great Point whether Buls and Cows may 

was ſtarted, ſolemnly argu'd, he properly call'd 87ps, as 

ant determin'd by Salmaſius, q d T: "> 

in bis Exercitations 3 and well as Lyons ang 1 ygers |? 

from thence Dr B. has taken But theſe things making net- 

every word he has aid upon it: ther for, nor againſt our Ar- 

ty Og Fly a gument, I am not at leiſure 

+ Þ14 ſid it before im, $2 diſpute 'em with him, 

" 4 Ibid, þ+ 20, The Misfortune of it 1s, that 

the Great Variety of Read- 

" ing which the Dr has produc'd on a very 

Trifling Head, may perhaps miſchief him 

in the opinion of an Intelligent Reader ; 

and make him thought a Man, who, with 

ml Judgment, employs moſt of his Time 

on thoſe things that deſerve it leaſt. To 

take off thoſe ſuſpicions, and to do his Cha- 

racer right, I aſſure the Reader, that he went 

no further for almoſt all the Learning he diſ- 

*) Zeſych. plays on this Article than his Dictionaries,and 

n voce what One of thoſe (a) reter'd him to, Caſar- 

Pngt%)" bon's Notes on Atheneus. However, ſince he was 
c, and the aq 

Notes up- To much oblig'd to that Great Man, I wonder 

enit»> that Common Gratitude, and Common Senſe 

fhould not hinder him from falling upon Him, 

as he does, at the very time he is tranſcribing 

him. Caſaubon, ina Paſſage of Atheners relating 


to this Controverſie, was willing to read aw: 


Hoya, inſtead of wiv$orz ; and gayehis Reaſon 
for it, that he found it ſo in the ancient Epito- 
mizer of Atheneus:to which ourDifſertator,with 
an Airof Superiority, replys, One may be CER- 

TAIN 


= 
+ oo A. ti. Bm. BE. 23 
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TAIN *twas a fault ONLY in that Copy of him 

that Caſapbon «44 : for Euſtathins, W H © 
APPEARS MN EVER t have ſeen the true 
Athenzus, but o»ly that Epitome, read it in his 

Book eivd\ovie. &, *, Which is ſaid with an 

Equal Degree of Truth, Decency, and Rea- 

ſon, For, 1n the firſt place, it is certain that 
Euftathius had ſeen, and does ſometimes quote 
Athenesus himielf, tho? he generally goes no fur- 

ther than the Epirome of him : and thereſore 
Caſaubon ſays only of Euſtathizs, that he did /a) 

OFT EN uſetheEpitome,without 

conſulting Athenzus bimſelf; and (a) SEPE uti Epitome in 
that he did NOT SELDOM *egro Arhenai Codice ne ** 
make uſe of the h eading gwhich was afoot poet 
: m—_ ” ſequilecttionem quz in Er- 
in the Excerpta, negletting that cerptis, tpreti ei que in 
in the Text, which was Trier and Contextu ; longe interdum 
Better : And, Ill tell the Rea- melior ac verior. Animad. 
der One Reaſon among an #* *: 

hundred, why hc ſhould ſoon- 

er in this caſe truſt Caſaubon than Dr Bentley ; 

tis, that Caſaxbor had the Excerpra of Arherews 

entire, and could compare 'em therefore with 
Athenews himſelf, and with Ext athius : where- 

as Dr Bentley will not pretend, I ſuppoſe, ever 

to have ſeen the Excerpta 5 for : 
they are unprinted (b) to this (*) 41, bur ſomucb of on 
day : and when therefore he */"?P""** bo y. 27d Hor 
pronounces it to be apparent, þiuz1f, 

that Exſtathins never ſaw the 

true 4thenexs,he talks of a thing that he knows 

' nothing of,and can in all probability know no- 

thing of, but from Caſauboy ; and yet ventures 

to contraditt him. Had 1 not reaſon to make 

the Itch of oppoſing Great Names upon very 

{light or no Grounds, a Chief and Dillinguiſh- 

ing Mark of Pcdantry ? But 


x58 
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But what if Euſtathizs had ſeen only the 
Epitome of Athena; ? and His Copy of the 
Epitome had differ*d from Caſaubor's ? does 
it follow, that all the Reſt did ſo too ? This 
is our Critic's admirable Inference ; becauſe 
in Euftathins's Copy *twas eryfoyr, and not 
anyre , therefore one may be certain it was 
ſo in all the Copies, but that which Caſaubor 
us'd. Ican eaſily bear his Contempt of Me 
and my Knowledge, when I find him oppo- 
ſing one of the Greateſt Men that ever the 
Commonwealth of Learning produc'd, with- 
out ſo much as the Shadow of an argument to 
back him in it. 

The Reader, I hope, will pardon me, if I 
wander a moment or two from my Snbje&, 
to give him a Like Inſtance of the Unreaſona=- 
ble Freedom Dr Beztley takes in reprehend- 
ing Learned Men, even where there is no 
manner of Ground for it. In his Epiſtle to 
Dr Aill Þ, upon mentioning an Arapeſtic 
Verſe of Grotius, [Priſca domos dedit Indigena] 
he takes occaſion to reprove Him, and with 
Him, Joſeph Scaliger, and All the Moderns, that 
haye written in this ſort of Verſe, for not 
knowing the True Meaſure of it ; which, he 
ſays, will never admit of a Trockee, or 
a Tribrach in the End of it, but when there is 


ſome kind of Stop and Reſt there : and for 


this reaſon Seneca the Tragadian, he aſſures 
us, has not Imploy'd a Trochee in that place 
above once or twice throughout all his Plays, 
and then only when there was a Ful! Cloſe 
of the Senſe : and concludes, that if Scahger, 
Grotius,and the reſt had liv'd in Athens,or Old 
Rome, and taken this Liberty in their Plays, 


they | 
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they would have been hiſs'd off the Stage with 
Infamy for it (a). One would think that Dr 


Bentley, with all his Stock of 
Self ſufficiency could not have 
allow'd himſelf to uſe ſuch in- 
ſulting Language towards 
ſuch Eminent Men, but when 
he was perfetly ſure of his 
point: ard yet nothing can 
be falſer and fuller of miſtake 
than what he has here aſſerted. 
It is Uival among the Greek 
Tragedians to end their Ana- 
pzſtic Verſes with a Trochce 
or a Tribrach, even where 
there is No Pauſe ;, of which 
I will give him ſeveral lnſtan- 
ces out of One Play of «A/chy- 
lus (b) : and Seneca is fo far 
from having done this not 
above once or twice, and where 
there was a ful Cloſe of the 
Senſe, that I believe he has 
done it at leaſt forty or fifty 


(a) Tribrachys eft Loco #- 
napeſti ; quod vitium com- 
mule eſt Grorio cumFoſ. Sce- 
ligero, Flor.Chriſtiano, Alu ie; 
opinor Omnibus qui Secul» 
hoc & ſuperiore vel Tragc: 
dias Grxcas Latine werte- 
runt, vel iplt {cripſermat no- 
vas: quibus folenne eſt Ana- 
pxſtos ſuos paſſim, ubi nu!lz 
Clauſula eſt, nec intervun- 
aum, Tribrachi, vel rw 
chxo, vel Cretico terminarc 
Nz iſti, 6 olim ſtantcReGrwe- 
ci vel Romani {uas Fabulas 
edidiſlent,Sibilis & 1.2.09 Y pats 
e Scena exploſi tuiflent p. 26. 
Quin & Seneca Travicus, vt 
icias eum de Induſtria tzm- 
peraville, ſemel tantum arque 
tterum Trochzo Anapzſtcs 
clauſit, nec nift finita [eanrat- 
ria : qui fcilicet Parcemiacs 
Locus eiiet, nifi is Scriptor, 
nelcio cur, verſum ilkumn re- 
pu-liatlet. 1614, 


times, where there is either no Cloſe at all, 


or none beyond a Comma, 


[ ſhall give the Dr 


as many Inſtances out of Seneca *, as I have 


{b) ” SS & DV VW b, . *% . omi( ot 
'Tiy A193 auvany dmry reds Thee As 
Aid F Xia 014 mile BegT wve V. 122: 
Nuzd” aibltgiov xivvyju 6 Taha 
"ExOpots 6H ,apra minrle. V. 156. 
Eis 4pI}udy twolt 2 prabrule 
Emvdor—V. 191. 
Tay 8 yams &y mrrpivar 
Xetuwa Copugyey = V 565, 

—SPouBot ft xoviy 
FjA{a1utm—e/, 108 4, 


Nubelq; iplas. 
Nos Cadmzis Orgia terre 
Tecum tolitx. 


done 


*Trucibus monſtris ſt2tit impoſits 
Pelion Olla 


=" Hgitte V. 337» 
- Svargeret aſt; 3 
Med. Fo 3 3} 4o 


Oct. /. 594+ 


Nec Parrhahia lentior arce 
Sxya ceflit —— Oct. /.1282. 


—— Nunc Corybantes 


Arma Idea quaſſata manu. 


Oct. 7. 1877. 
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done out of eA/chylus; and then ask hin, 
how he durſt oppoſe men of Gretius and Sca- 
liger's CharaQter, with ſuch groundleſs Aſeer- 
tions, as it was in every-body's power to 
diſprove, that did but caſt their Eye on Se- 
neca, and the Greek Tragadians ? 

But to return to our i-uſineſs —— I haye 
now examin'd, 1 think, all that is material 
in Dr Bentley's Objection about the T hericlean 
Cups, as far as the Authority of the Letters is 


. cConcern'd in it: his Exception againſt My way 


* Diſlert- 
p. 33. 


of Tranſlating the Word ſhall not be forgot- 
ten in its proper place; when I come to con- 
ſider the Faults he has found with my Edition 
and Verſion. 


This has, 1 confeſs, been a Long Article, 
but the next will make us amends; for I 
can hardly perſwade my ſelf to ſay any thing 
to it, He finds fault with the Letters for 
making Phalars, in his Addreſs to Pythagoras, 
call his Doftrine Philoſophy; and Him, in ano- 
ther place, Philoſopher * : why ? becauſe 
Pythagoras himſelf invented theſe Words *, 
Could Phalaris therefore pay him a greater 
Compliment, than by uſing *em ? Queen E- 
lizabeth firſt coin'd the Word Faxminilis in 
a Speech of Hers, as I remember, to One of 
the Uniyerſities ; could that Body have 
ſhew'd her an handſomer piece of Reſpect, 
than by uſing that very Word to Her after- 
wards as freely, as if it had been of the beſt 
Age of Latin ? Pythagoras affe&ed to be 
calPd Philoſopher, and fram'd the Term to 
that very End and Purpoſe : Would Dr 
Bentley have had Phalaris, when he —_ 

um 


w 19 as 


Qa'1 
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ed. my 
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him an Honour, rob him of the Title he 
was moſt fond of ? He knew hctter how 
to Pleaſe the Man he was to Pr fit by : 
as little Good Natme as he had lefr, yet 
he had ſome Civility, and a great deal of 
Senſe ; and, by the help of theſe, eſcap'd 
that Abſurd Management, which Dr Beztley, 
I find, had he been advied with, would have 
put him upon. 

But how came the Fame of ſo ſmall a Buſineſs 
[as Pythagoras's alluming this Name] ro reach 
Phalaris's Ear ? He may as well ask, how he 
came to hear his Name was Pythagoras ? Fame, 
that told him the One, muſt tell him the 
Other too, after once Pythagoras had ſet up 
his Pretenſions : and I defire Lr Bentley to 
prove that our Letter-writer nam'd him fo be- 
tore: and tiil he does I hat, the Epiſtles are ſafe 
from any Harm that This ſinall Objetion can 
do *em. | 

Betore I go. further, I muſt obſerve to the 
Reader an Initance of Dr Bent!:y's great 
Goodneſs; which deſerves to be taken notice 
of : I conld ſhew (ſays he) from a whole Crowd 
of Authors, tkat Pythagoras firſt invented the 
word : but 1 content my felf with Two, To 
content himſelf with Two Quotations, when 
he could produce ſo Many ;- and that upon 
ſo Clear and Maniteſt a point, that he need 
not haye produc'd Any, (in which Caſes He 
1s uſually moſt Liberal of his Learning) is no 
Common Favour ; and I ought therefore (as | 
do) thankfully to own it. It almoſt cemprs 
me to dropa Queſtion or two that | had to 
ask him here ; az what he means by {:ying. 

M that 
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that Pythagoras firſt nan'd Philoſophy ? whe- 
ther. that he firſt nam'd That Philoſopy, 
which before was calld Wiſdom ? and why, 
if he meant ſo, he did not ſay 
o kia fare Loe ſo (a)? And what again he 
147%; TlvIaypa, _— : 
tius, whom be rranſlares; buy Would be at, when he tells 
follows preſently, barloy US, that Pythagoras mnvented 
S; 2499.4'9 Sepia: which the word fiſt ? and who it 
makes the __ not y was that Invented it Laft ? 
improper tn Laertius £ Greet, : ! 
as Dr Bentley's Engliſh. Something, too [ had to ſay 
61 Tore. n. 2 to him about Nurſes talking 
CO i It. Þ. 3 9. : 
Philoſophy (6b): But he has 
been very merciful in this Paragraph; and I 
forgive in my Turn, 


(1Þ1no{o% tar par wv 


There 1s ſtill behind One Exception to the 
Credit of the Epiſtles, taken from the Names 
of ſome Tragcdians, there, and no where 
elſe ty be found ;, an4 from the Ave and Date 
of Tragey 1t lelf, The Seftion in which this 
Argument 15 m2uag?d 1s a ſhort one, but very 
fruitful in Miſtakes, and thoſe of the Firſt 
Rate; for which reaſon, and becauſe it is the 
L aſt troable of th» kind 1 am likely to give 
the Reader, 1 ſhall inſiſt upon it ſomewhat 
largely. 


Ariſtolochus and Lyſizus, he ſays are Two 

* P. 29. Tregic Poets that No-body ever heard of * ; and 
in another place, with great Humor, he calls 

+ Þ. 120, em Two Fairy Tragwaians T2 tho* methinks 
One of *cm at leaſt ſeems not -to be of the 

Race of thoſe Little Beings ; one would gueſs 
Ariſtolochrs, by his Name, to be rather a 

Gyant than a Fairy, But to let that _— 

$ 
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Is he ſure, t;:1t Neither of theſe Pnets can 


be trac'd in Old Writers ? 
think of the Naumerus Ar:/ v 
lochiss (a) in the Namelels 
Piece uſually printed wich 
Cenſorinus ? does It not come 
from A-i/tol»ch:ts, a Poet ;, as 
the Nemo Aviſtephanini In 
the ſame Chapter 5 ww from 
Ariſt opnanes ? But becauſe the 
MSS differ io this pallage, | 
will pot infift vpon it. 1 will 
allow him , for the preſent, 
that No-body eyer heard of 


what does he 


2) In theText, us it [tins 
am, tis Archcho: 
lion ; upon which Ludovicus 
Carrio bas 1515s Not: , Vul '0 
' lock "YM, Memb: 111P yp” 
=. 
tions (from [ome NSs, 1 [up- 
pale) bave it Ariftolochivm ; 
0” I} the F ittors jitke its 
change without the autFority 
of MSS, "twas bectuj* they 
new more of this Ariftolo- 
chus than I own | 11. 


Drtiit -1 


r7iitodoli.n : lothatt 


either of theſe Tragedians 
but in Phalaris;, and | will give him a good 
reaſon for it : neither their Works, nor their 
Names were worth preſerving. Phalari: has 
drawn their Characters in ſhort ; the One of 
'm he calls 2 very fooliſh 
Fellyw 'b), and the other 2 
Sorry Poet, and an Imjoter'r Ad- 
werfary (c): and the Writings [ BRAS q a” 
of ſuch Men can never laſt ; YT” Mo 
nor even their Names, but by 
the Help of better Writers : and by the way 
therefore I would adviſe Dr Zeorly not to 
be too Vain upon his Performances, Buvius 
and Mevins had a Scorntul Verſe beftor?d 
upon 'em by Virgil ;, and ! hat ir ſelf would 
have made em Scandaloully-weil known to 
Poſterity, tho* No one cilc i} on!d ever have 
nan'd *em. If Sir iFjliam Temple ſhonld make 
fach a Slighting Mention of Dr Bentley in 
any of his Future Writings, ze too will Live 
M 2 by 


[4 . a F * 
(9) Auatminr: Avon. 
Fr 
. 


T:1TY, 
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Ly that means, and not otherwiſe. Will the 
Dr expunge out of the Catalogue of Mankind, 
( as his Terrible Words are Þ) all Poets that 
have the Ill Luck to be mention'd but Once in 
Old Authors ? I thonght, asa Critic, and a 
Philologer, he woull have had more Regard 
for an 6 mE A )% Wh yore W hat, at this rate, will 
become of Poor NXenocles and Pythangelus ? 
( Two Trage&ilians, juſt of the ſame ſize 
with our Two Fairy ones ) whom Ariſtopha- 
nes once mention'd with contempt, as Phala- 
ris does Theſe; and Whom ( at leaſt the 
Firſt of 'em) Dr Bentley will be hard put 
to't to find mention d by any-body behdes 
him. But not having conſider'd This Piece 
of Hiſtory ſvfficiently, I will not be poſitive 
in It: there is Anether, in which I have 
ſomewhat better Gronnds to go upon; *tis 
the inſtar. e of Chlonrthachonthlus. He was no 
Poet indeed, but prett;/ near akin to one; a 
Lye-maker by Profeſſion, and a famous Miſre- 
preſenter, Perhips the Dr has never heard 
of him to this day; and perhaps he'll know 
as little of him two »or three Vears hence, as 
he does now : and yet I aſſure him, Hes to be 
met with in a Cel-brated Greek Author, in 
Whom he lies buried, and unknown to many 
of the Great I :ghts of the Commonwealth of 
Learning, becavſe that Good Author has the 
Misfortvne to be pnt out without a Good 
Index. No+ Pl] undertake to trace Ari/tolo- 
chus, or Lyſians, as ſoon as Dr Bentley ſhall 
Chlonthachonthlus : and when he lights upon 
him, he'll find , that the Author, whete he 
is, is confeſſedly Genuine, notwithſtanding he 

men- 
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mentions this unheard of Monſter of a Man, 
whom no-body ever mention fince or be- 
fore him. 

But Dr Bentley has a better Objeftion than 
the Silence of Authors againſt theſe ] rag@- 
dians; he fays, they conld not have a being 
inih.laztvs t me, becaule there waz then no 
ſuch thing as Tragedy it ſeif : neither the Word 
nor Thing being known , while Phalaris ryran- 
nizd at Agrigentum, But T hcipis was the 
firſt Inventor of it, who atted bis firſt Tragzay 
twelve Tears afte- the Death of Phalaris : and 
both the Name and the Th.ng were then ( and 
not till then ) bo-x r102cther #, In Oppolition On Fert. 
to this, I ſhall endeavour to mike out theſe* 
Three "things: firſt, that granting The/pss 
to have bcen the Invent ir of Tragedy, yct 
he found it out early enough for Phalaris 
to have the uſe of the Word from him : in 
the next place, that Tragedy was much 
Older tha, Theſpis ; and that He was only 
the Improver, but not the Inventor of 1t : 
and yet further, that the Word Tragedy was 
more ancient than the This /o, Which we now 
underſtand by it. 1 think theſe ! hree Points 
to be clear heyond diſpute : it the Reader, 
after | have produc'd my Proof<, thinks ſo 
too, he will, 1 ſuppoſe, have a Icis Opinion 
of Ir Þ. wins Learring and Modeſl'y than 
even he has already, and be ſomething | 
nearer toward tiinking theſe Epiſtles Gc- 
nuine, 

i et us ſuppoſe for the preſent, that Theſps: 
was t:1e Inventor, (or as Dr Bentley Emphati- 
cally ſpeaks ) the firſt Inventor of Tragedy 1 

M 3 'tis 
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) Vit, 
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lon:. 


(c } Neque Theſnis 24 Jt 


*tis plain, Phalaris might have the uſe of the 
word from him. That Theſpis was Cotempo- 
rary with Srlon,Plutarch (a), and Diogenes Laer- 
tis (b) exprelly 2ffirm ; telling ns very parti- 


bs * 5,. cular! what paſs'd betweenSolon andTheſpre,in 


relation to the Plays of the Latter. And this 
account of Theſp:rs age Our Lillert2tor hiun- 
ſelf, in his Sotr Epiſtle to 
Dr Mill (c) allows. Now 


rent! tewpeſtare wixtt - nam Solon was Archcn Olympiad 
—_— fuit. P. _ XLVI. 3. (4) [hataris began 

[) Sofecr 720; ; V / . x 

(a) Secs "res, quote? ÞY his Reign Ol L111.3, andend 
Diogen's :4a*rius in Solon, mp V % , 

. . . -> % : co 
Euſebius, in his Chronicon, ed os OJ. L, Il, Z, a cording 
puts it a Year later. to the account which Dr 

(*) Difert. þ. 15+ Bentley 'e) allows, So that 


between the Beginning of $9- 

lon's and the End of Phalar:s's Government 
there are full 44 Years: Time enough in 
Conſcience, for the Word Tragedy to come 
from Athens to Agrigent ! And Erſebizes's Chro- 
nicon allows near as much Room for it, pla- 
cing the Riſe of Tragedy at the 47th Olym. 
piad, a little after Soloz's Archonſhip. But 
to take our account at.the very lowelt ; let us 
ſuppoſe that Theſpis's firſt Plays were thoſe 
that Solon ſaw, towards the Latter End of his 
Life : Sol/oz dy*d at the End of the LIIId, or 
the beginning of the LIVthOlympiad,accord- 
ing to the account whichPlutarch eſpoulſes(/); 
that is, a Year or two after Phataris took the 
Tyranny upon him, Take Two or Three 
Years before Solon's death, when Theſpis is 
ſuppos'd by this Low account firſt to have 
written ; and from thence to the End of Fha- 
/aris's Reign, there is a ſpace of about 17 
Years, 
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Years, for Phalari; to hear of Theſpi.**Trage- 
dies : for it does not appear, but that thoſe 
Letters, where the Word Tz2y/iz occurs, 
might have been written at the very End 
of his Iyranny. However, let 'em have 
been written in the middle, or at the very 
beginning of it, yet ſtill there will be time 
enough for Phaiars to learn this new word 


in, That P:iſiſtratzs ſeiz'd the Government of 


Athens fome Years before Solon's death, Dr 
Bentley, 1 dare ſay, will grant me : that he 
was turn'd out in, or rather before Phalaris's 
Reign, he will not, | hupe, deny me ; becauſe 
he has own'd it in Terms, p. 41, of his Difſer- 
tation. Allowing then that Solo and Theſp:s 
were Cotemporary, there can be no doubt, 
whether Phalaris might hear of Theſps;*s Tra- 
ecdies. 

All that can ſtartle us in the caſe is the 
Authority of the Arundel Marble,which ems 
to fix the atting of Alce/tis, one of Theſpss's 
Plays,about the 6othOlympiad. But that all 
the -fra's of that Marble are not rightly ad- 
juited, is certain. and Learned Men have 
prov'd beyond diſpute : and if there be mi- 
ſtzkes in it, why may not this be one ot em ? 
when what 1s ſaid there is contradicted by 
ſuch an Univerſal Concurrence of almoſt all 
tie Hiſtory of thoſe times, which we have 
lefr ? Dr Bextley, | am ſure, onght nat to 
inſiſt on the Authority of the Marble in this 
cafe, becauſe He himſelf has quitred it in an 
[n{tance of the like Nature. The Arandelian 
Marble indeed (ſys he) differs from all theſe in 
tne periods of Gelo and Hiero ; which would 

M 4 quite 
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quite conſound all this argumentation fro Notes of 
Time. But either that Chronologer is quite ont ;; 
or we can ſafely believe nothing in Hiſtory. Dil- 
ſert. p. 85. The Miſtake of the Marble 
may be in putting Theſp;)'s name inſtead of 
Phrynichus his Scholar : and Alceſtss, the name 
of the Play, would make one think ſo, which 
Suidas expteſly mentions as one of Phrynj- 
chws's ;, but 1s no where, that I can find, 1ec- 
kor'd among, Thiſpis's, And ſuch a Miſtake 
might eakily, I ſuppoſe, ariſe from the N. gli- 
gence of the Graver, who, when he had gone 
aS far as 42" £ Otemc 5 Heoamras, might throw his 
Eye upon a Lower Line, where there was an 
account of Phrynichw's Age ; and finding the 
Word Neri; there exactly in the ſame Si» 
tuation, might think himſelt right, and go 
on with the relt that folow'd it : whichis a 
Caſe that is known often to have happen'd in 
che Copying of MSS ; and may the rather be 
ſappos'd to have happen'd Here, becavie the 
next eArain the Marble falls as low as O- 
lympiad 67; before which time it is not to 
be doubted but the Alceſtis of Ph7y»1chus (that 
Phrynichus, who was Theſp:s's Scholar) was 
ated. 

But, without the help of this Conjecture, 
and withour laying aſide the Authority of the 
Marble ; what is ſaid there may poſſibly be 
true, and yet Plitarcl's and 1 aertins's aC- 
counts be true too, and the Epiſtles Ge- 
nuine, For ſome of Theſpi”s Plays might be 
acted in Solox's time, that 1s, about the 53d 
Olympiad ; and yet his Alccſtis be ſhown not 
till about the 6oth : which being a Play writ- 

ren 
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ten afrer great Experience, and when he 
was in his Matureſt Judgment, might be the 
Belt of his Works, for ought I, or Dr Bent- 
ley, can tell, avd Thar by which he carried 
the Prize from his Rivals; and the fitteſt 
therefore to he taken notice of to Poſterity. 
The Dr indeed ſays, it was his Firſt ; and 
ſays it in ſach a manner, as if the Marble had 
ſaid i: before him - bnt that is only accord- 
ing to his Uſval Way of putting Hiſtory 
vp:n us. All the Inconvenience that ariſes 
from hence, is, that The/pis muſt then be ſup- 
pogd to have written Plays at the diſtance of 
at leaſt Seven whole Olympiads : and what if 
he be ? there was yet a greater diſtance be- 
tween Ariſtophanes's Firit and his] at Play ; 
even the Interval of Nine entire Olympiads, 
or 36 Years. And [| believe, 'tis much about 
the ſame time, ſince Mr Dryden: wrote his 
Firſt Play ; and the World has lately had a 
very convincing Inſtance, that he is not yet 
diſabl'd. Should Dr Bentley pretend tis im- 
probable, that if Alceſiis were Theſpis's Beſt 
Play, it ſhould not be mention'd by Saidas ; 
my anſwer is, that I think it isas improba- 
ble, that Suidas ſhould not mention it, if it 
were his Firſt : and therefore | have told him 
my Opiuton before, that it was neither his 
Fir!t, nor Laſt ; but Phrynichs's Play erro- 
neouſly applyd to him by the Marble- 

Graver. 
| have not mention'd Saidas's Teſtimony 
ahout the Age of The/pi:r, becauſe 1 think it 
of no manner of Conſequence ; he being ſo 
o'ten and ſo cgregiouſly out in things of this 
nature, by the faultinels of the MSS we now 
have 
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have of him, or the Errors of thoſe hors 
wi + he at a venture tranſcribe” ! .on- 
fei>, ' he ſtunds now, þ- © > bring 

Thejpu v1 mother V: 1 the Mer- 

ble may be Ju; for he lay<, 1e 
flouriſh'd & i 15 6 £' Oavurs "2, 10 the 61ſt 
Olympiad : but ?rtis obſervable, thet ific i2e- 
cads in this Number are not expreiv'd 'y a 
Word, but a Numeral Letter, which ts 
more liable to alteration ; and as = thereiore 
might eaſily creep into the place of a N : the 
reſtoring of which would make his account 
conſiſtent with better Autho- 

(a) Iraque, ut re* monuit TItICs (a). However that may 
Meurhus 77 Solone, g7aviter he, Dr Bemutley muſt remem- 
——_ Suidas, qur #2 Oar, her, that He himfelf has pro- 
Iymp. 61. eum fabulas pri- ; a ; . ; 
mum docuiſÞ ſcribit. Menaz, duc'd (6) this account 1n bis 
Comm. in Solon. © Letter after Malala, as Con- 
(6) Þ. 46. ſiſtent. with Plutarch's Story, 
which makes Theſpis contem- 

porary with S9{-z; and 1s oblig'd therefore 

to reconcile the One with the Other, as much 

asI am : and he muſt remember too, that Sui- 
das in the ſame place tells us, that 7heſpis was 

the Sixteenth Tragadian from Epigenes Sicyo- 

114 ;, and it he admits This part of his ac- 
count, he'll loſe as much by it, as he gains by 

the Other. 

For whether Theſpi: was as ancient as S9- 
{on it matters not much, if Tragedy was yet 

more ancient than He : and that it was fo, 

there are ſuch Plain and Pregnant Teſtimo- 

Ries as are not to be withſtood, Plato's words 

on this occaſion are very remarkable and ful!. 
Tragedy, ſays he, is of ancient Uſage in thi: 
Country, nor did it take its Riſe from Theſpis 


Az 
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and Phrynichus, as Some Imagine ( it ſeems, 
for Dr Bentley s comfort, there were Men 
Ignorant enovgh, even in Plaro's Time, to 
think ſo ) but if Ton conſider the thing well, Tou 
will find, that it 1s extremely 
ancient (a): and the Reaſon 1) AN Tomubierd” 
of his introducing this Re- _ ',, 2 l405 cnc bor}, 
fleti -n fhews, that he thought 7-3 {a3 0 dofauivns 
it almoſt as ancient as Afinns, ud d73 bpurige: dhe 6 
I was aware of this Objeftion biaes errorlar, mvu mr 
from the Date of Tragedy, *"#"% ym may es 
when I put out Phalaris; and 
thought therefore that I had 
prevented it by a ſhort Note on the 97th 
Epiſtle, where I referr'd the Reader to this 
Paſſage in Plato, Dr Bentley, who has made 
ſo free an uſe of many Hints in my Book, 
againſt Phalaris, ſhould not in Juſtice have 
over-look'd this Note, which made ſo ſtrong- 
lv for him : but I find he has the Secret of 
ſeeingnothing in an Anthor, hut what ſerves 
£o countenance his Own Opinions. 

Plato's Teſtimony needs no Support with 
any man that juſtly eſteems him ; which for 
fear Dr Bentley ſhould not, I will produce 
another Witneſs, whoſe CharaQter and Works, 
I believe, are better known to him: It 1s Djo- 
genes Laertius; who in the Life of Plato has 
theſe Words, ANTIENT LY (ſays he) 
the Chorus did alone ſuſtain the Tragedy, A F+ 
TERW ARDS Theſpis fourdow One Afr, wh v1 me 
and rave the Chorus time to breathe (b): to whom a3» iy 

Th Teayew 
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eſchylus, he tells u* 'added a Second ; and 
Sophecles, a Vhird, & 2+ Cragaedy, accor- 
diag t2 his Cpinion », a$1.:re ancient 
than Theſpis ; and He only an Improver 
of It. 

Laertius's acconnt falls in exattiy with what 
Ariſtstle has ſaid on the fare fuuject, as far 
as Ariftotle goes; only it is more particular 
and full. Ariſtotle *, reckoning up the Gra- 
dual Advances that had heen made towards 
the perfection of Tragedy , after its [irit 
Eſtabliſhment, tells us, juſt as Laerti:s does, 
that eA/chylus improv'd it mightily, by bring- 
ing a Second Actor on the Stage , and that 
Sophocles perfected it by the addition of a 
Third. Theſpifs Invention of a Firſt Actor 
is here imply'd alto, tho' it be not expreſs'd : 
and indeed it was not to Ari/orle's purpoſe 
to mention it, when he was confidering the 
Improvements of Tragedy, as an Artificial 
Poem, which had a Fable, and an Action di- 
ſtint from that of the Chorus ; that is in- 
deed, as it came out of the Hands of Theſpis, 
who in this reſpe& muſt be owr'd to have 
been the Founder rather than the Improver of 
it, The not conſidering theſe T wo different 
States and Conditions of Tragedy 15 what has 
bred great Confulion in the Writings of the 
Criticks, and led I'r Bentley into all his 
Numerous Errors in this point. If he will 
ſuffer himſelf to be taught by ſo inconſide- 
rable a Writer as I am, I will endeavour to 
ſet him right, and to give him a clearer Ac» 
count of ir, 


Tras 
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Tragzdy at firſt was nothing but an Hymn 
to the honour of F accu, ſung by a Num- 
ber of Peaſants, after then Vintage was over, 
whilſt the Goat lay bleeding upon the Altar. 
The Company that perform'd this Sacred 
Song, either alternately, or all together, 
as it happer'd, were what in Succeeding 
Times was calPd the Chorus; in which there- 
fore it muſt be remember'd that the Founda- 
tion of Tragedy was laid. Afterwards the 
Subject of Tragedy was much alter'd and va- 
ry'd : for the Compoſers of thoſe Songs toge- 
ther with the Praiſes of Bacc/.z. jovn'd the En- 
comiums of Great and Famous Perſons, and $Sa- 
tyrical Reproofs + alſo of the Vitious Ven, T 141 
and Manners of their Times, But'ſtill All this 
was perform'd by the Chorus; and (as L aertirs 
obſerves) continu'd ſo to be till 7, 54s 
tin'e, He. to pleaſe the Audience, ard re- 
lieve the Chorus , brought a ſingle Aﬀor 
upon the Stage; who, at fit Intervals, came 
out from the Reſt, and imitated the Attions 
of ſome Illuſtrious Perſon, and retird avgen, 
when the Chorus had taken breath ; which 
was ſtill the moſt Conſiderable Part of the 
Entertainment, However by this Invention 
a new Turn was given to Tragedy, the Buli- 
neſs of the Chorus was lIcfſen'd, and part of 
it brought into the hands of a ſingle Ator, 
and ſomething like a Po, or Fable was intro- 
duc'd. eAſchylus improv'd upon this Model, 
and grew ſtil] more upon the i 
Chorus, by addinga Second * _ * _— = peg ajeuns- 
Ator, and diverſifying the 5,77 OY 199 Oh 
Fable z and Syphocles at laſt 
compleated the Poem, by the addition of a 

Third, 
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Third. And by this time the Chorus, which 
was at firſt Eſſential to Tragedy, and did all 
in it, was grown only an Acceſſory Orna- 
ment of it; and employ'd to relieve the 
AQors, in the ſame manner that the Afors 
were at firſt found out to relieve Thar, 
Nay, to ſee the fate of things, the Chorus, 
which was anciently the Play it ſelf , now 
ferv*d chiefly to repreſent the Spectators, and 
to ſuggeſt ſuch Refle&ions as They, obſerving 
whar paſg'd upon the Stage,might be ſuppos'd 
to make, 

Tragedy being now a thing fo very diffe- 
rent from what it was before, and Theſp.s ha- 
ving made the firſt Step towards this great 
Change, it. is no Wonder that he ſhould be 
calld ſometimes the Author of it; that is, 
the Author of that Sort of Tragedy, which 
conſiſted in Imitation, and a Fable, ex- 
cluſive to the Neceſſity of a Chorus, and 
which had now, among the Men of Art, who 
ſpake nicely, and. reaſon'd ſubtilly about 
things, almoſt engroſs'd the Name. I ſay, ex- 
cluſive of the Neceſlity of a Chorus: for tho?, 
in remembrance of the firſt Riſe of Tragedy, 
and in compliance with the Ceremonies of 
Religion, the Chorus was ſtill retain'd ; yer 
it came in only by the bye as it were, and the 
Action, upon which the Play turn'd, was En- 
tire and Perfe& without It. 

What was ſaid of Tragedy then in the 
Second and more Confin'd Senſe of the word, 
Dr Bentley in his great Wiſdom and Learning 
took as ſaid of 1t at large; and pronounc'd 
at a venture that there was no ſuch Thing as 


Tragedy before The/pis's time, becauſe there 
Was 
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was no ſuch thing as that Sort of Trage1y 
which Theſpis invented: which isas if I ſhould 
ſay, the 1ralians firſt found out Opera's, a Ba- 
ſtard Sort of Tragedy, in theſe Latter Days; 
and therefore the /ralians firſt found out Tra- 
gedy. There is no difference in the caſe but 
this, that what the Jcalians did was a Debaſe- 
ment of Tragedy, whereas Theſp:is's Inventi- 
on was an Improvement of it : but ſtill Tra- 
gedy it ſelf was equally before the Improve- 
ment of the One, and the Debaſement of the 
Other. 

Our Critic was not contented to make but 
One Miſtake on this Point ; He has doubled 
it, by urging alſo a miſtaken Authority for 
it : for thoſe Verſes of Horace, which He, 
out of the Depth of his Reading, produces on 
this occaſion, are far trom countenancing his 
Raſh Aſertions. Ar firſt ſight indeed he 
might think they did ; but a Second Thought 
(and ſuch Thovghts,one of his Greek Proverbs 
ſays, are the Beſt) would have inform'd him, 
that Horace had expreſs'd himſelf with the 
utmoſt Caution in this matter ; and diſtin- 
guiſhd Critically between that Sort of Tra- 
gedy, which was before Theſpis's time, and 
That which Theſpis himſelf introduc'd, 


Ignotim Tragice Genus inveniſſe Camone 
Dicitur, & Plauſtris vexiſſe Poemata Theſpls. 


It was Ignotum Genus Tragice Camene, an Un- 
known Kind of Tragic Poetry, which Theſprs 
found out; and that implys I thirk, that 
there was Another Kind of Tr pic Poetry in 
nſe before him. And that thi ' co New 


In- 
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Interpretation of the Words, madeto ſerve 
a Turn, the Dr may be ſatisfied, if he plea- 
ſes to conſult the Commentators on the place : 
they are not in Greek indeed, but they ſpeak 
as Good Senſe, as if they were ; and ſome of 
the Belt of 'em give this very account of ir, 
Upon this Bottom we can anſwer for all 
the unwary Expreſſions, that may have dropt 
at any time from the Pens of ()1d Writers, 
T in relation to Theſpis; particularly for that 
In ts Paſſage in- Plutarch *, where he repreſe; 
Life of So- a age in utarco *, wh re CEPCS Ents 
ton. Theſpis, and thoſe of his time as 4pxzuerer xway 
Ts Tay efiav, What he means by that Am- 
biguous Phraſe, may be diſputed ; whether it 
be not, that They firſt gave Life azd Motion 
to Tragedy as they certainly did, by taking 
it in ſome meaſure out of the Hands of the 
Chorus, and making it an /mitartive, Or Dra- 
matic Poem : bur whatever he means, I think 
| have prov'd, that he could not mean, con- 
{iſtently with Hiſtory, that there was no ſuch 
thing as Tragedy of any kind before the 
days of Theſpis. I add, that neither could 
he mean this, and be conſiſtent with Him- 
ſelf : for he expreſly tells us in another 
& fe the place T, that the Acting of Tragcdies was 
Life of One part of the Funcral Solemnities which 
Theſcus. the Athenians perform'd at the Tomb of 
Theſens, 

The Reader may remember a RefleQtion 
quoted from Yelleins Patercul:s towards the 
beginning of this Diſcourſe, where Homer is 
repreſented as the Author of Epic Poetry, 
and Archilochz; of Iambicks, or the Epode : 
not that they were either of them ſo, ſtritly 
ſpeaking ; for Ariorle ſeems to ſay, tl.at there 

wee 
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were many Epic Poems before Homer, tho' 
they happen'd to he loſt ; and that Homer's 


Margites was written, is.cerchangably in He- 
Toic and I:mbi- Verſe, long before .4rchilochs. 
Paterculus's meaning was, or ſhould have been, 
that they each of 'em brought the ſeveral 
Sorts of Poetry they praQtig?d, and which be- 
fore them were rough and unfiniſh'd, to ſuch 
a degree of perfeQion, as that they juſtly de- 
ſerv'd to be call'd the Fathers of *em. And 
in This Senſe it is that we muſt underſtand 
thoſe Authors, who make Theſpis the Inven- 
ter of Tragedy ; or allow, that they ſpake 
inconſiderately, and againſt the Clear Truth 
of Hiſtory. I queſtion not, but ſome Hun- 
dreds of Years hence, Butler will be thought 
the Author of Engliſh Burleſque ;, tho? there 
were many Little things written in that way, 
before His Hu«dibras: but He having ſo far 
outſtripp'd thoſe that wrote before him, and 
carried that Sort of Verſe up to ſuch a pitch 
of Excellence, will probably be eſteem'd and 
calPd the Inventer of it ; and his Predeceſſiors 
not be thought worth mentioning, or remem- 
bring, 

By this time I hope the Reader is ſatisfied, 
thatT wo of the Three points, which Dr Bene - 
ley has advanc'd on this head, are altogether 
miſtaken ; that, a! awing Theſis to have been 
the Author of Tragedy , yet he might have 
invented it time enough for Phalzris to hear 
of it ; and that The/p:s was not the fir{t, brit 
( to comply with the Dr's manner ot fpeak- 
ing) the Second Inventer of it, Eis ©: hird 
Aſſertioa 1s yet more extravagant, and fur- 
ther from all Colour of Truth, than cither - 

N the 
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the former : it will beeafie to confute it, if 
we can but underſtand it. 

Neither was the Name of Tragedy (ſays he *) 
more ancient than the Thing — What does he 
mean? Names I thought were invented to 
ſignifie Things ; and that the Things them- 
ſelves therefore muſt be before the Names by 
which they are call'd : but he opens himſelf, 
— as ſometimes it happens when an Old Word is 
borrow'd and applyd to a New Notion. Right ! 
it ſometimes happens that a Word is Older 


_ than the Thing to which it is apply*d ; but 


Names can never be before the Things they 
belong to, But to forgive him This want of 
Exactneſs, among a Thouſand ; I agree per- 
fetly with him, that the Word Tragedy was 
not more ancient than theThing ; they were, 
as he ſays, born together, or at leaſt pretty 
near one another : bur for that very reaſon [ 
inferr, that the W::-4 Tragedy was long be- 
fore Theſpis, becauſe I have prov'd that the 
Thing it {elf was: and he could not therefore 
favour my pretenſions more, than by allow- 
ing that they were born together. However, 
this Twin-Birch muſt be underſtood of Tra- 
gaedy in its firſt Infant State, as it took its 
riſe from the Dithyrambicks of Bacchuz ;, for 
the Name of Tragedy was undoubtedly more 
ancient than the Thing, that is now, or has 
gencrally becn for Two thouſand Years un- 
derſtood by it. It cannot reaſonably be que- 
ſtion'd, but that thoſe Bacchic Hymns they ſung 
in Chorus round their Altars (from whence 
the Regular Tragedy came) were call'd by 
this Name; the Etymology of the word ſhews 
that it belong 'd to 'em ; for whether it be _ 
Tiv 


Epiſtles of Phalaris, Examir'd. 17 


rived from "0v1 [ vindemia |] or from Tea) & 
[hircus],joyn'd with of, (in which the Gram- 

marians are divided *) either 

way It very naturally expreſ= , WTR 
ſes ſome of the Great Cir- ley of the word from 7p 
cumſtances of that Solemni- vb» Jes of wine and 644 
ty : according to its Firſt bur the &y. : of it falls in 
Derivation, it points out the 7% cha fo e ſoſt. 
Time of it, Which was upon 

the Gathering i in of their Yar. age P  accord- + evpe9n 
ing to its Second, the Sacrifice Ir ſelf, ar the #7 PI 
Offering of which theſe Odes were ſuns, Tus Tio" 


ns e9up0v, 
dg £3 &,7pvy@dia T9 arwToY AND h xo) ia Exc. Athen. ['. 4Ge 
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But as to This we are in the datk, and 
have only probabilities to guide us; it may 
with more aſſurance be ſaid, that under the 
word Tragedy both T ravgeedy and Comcaely 
were at firlt comprehendet : which double 
Uſe of the Word continu'd alſo, after theſe 
Two Sorrs of Dramatic Poetry were ſuffici- 
ently diltinguiſh'd ; as we may learn from () 42's 
Atheneus (a), from Ariſtoph, mes, anc! his Sci = & Tu" 
liaſt (b), and from Heſychizs (c). It This be " } wig Sc 


- a5 above. 
(0) In his Notes on this V erie in AXAPNHS, AF.2.3c.5. Marc 
Fei Ths TAs TRY GTi WU v Kong tay" Tal wy cm _— ? 
ACUBaAVE TT 667 ve bavor' in dz 72, wn vT&y Fe+0WT HEY TW APY, 
Tpu) 8 Y Y PIES 24 T&; ox e4s* \nd azain in his Notes on This Veric n 


\ 3\ 
EOHKEE, _ Tearts:5 9 F9 panls x, wet ov h 6H TFUY 47 is 1437; Th-mea2 0 


pO i n xTl Thus Kougd lay, CCC P.476. And u the 12th Book of 
Athenzus,c.1 3 there is a Frazm cit of Ariſtephanes's THPT 1 AANS 
prelery 'd,w here Tpe @5 * WW (3+ nihes a C & Eee -=""T Pc Mt paey cl wy 
= Az 5 Toxyuf ay. The fam od Taopudia nifics 7 190 $ 
properly {o call'd, in this Pa'lag: vil ARCS, eres f trop wrar 
Badluw TH - Tpuyrſtoy. AX \PN 5 » 2o To _ 1< {10- 
ken of 7 uripides. Behiides I he Abc: © 1 wo other Paltazesin the 
Prol. "B07 iCc,:4 TO Ar; Ipr _ + ks C1 Tu), i's (ieCo # @ 14 24: 'r ] x, I gf 
yeTtas g £47, _= 70, &: Prel, a1 Aritt. as Bog) - fs TT lay 
ATE " Tea; wo; 29, 02914 a nedin NY w yeo79 Tpvgt'h * V4 bus al od 
Eau Ii (c) iejrin. in Voce 7ovy rnIay. 
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and Comedy was more ancient than Theſpis, 
as 1 have prov'd before (a) in theſe Papers ; 
it is clear that the Word Tragedy was be- 
fore Theſpis too, I will detain the Reader no 
longer upon ſo plain and known a point, and 
which I did not think any man, that had the 
leaſt Skill in theſe matters, would have put 
me to the trouble of proving. 

I have mention'd once or twice the Early 
Mixture of Satyr and Ridicule that crept into 
this Serious Poem ; It certainly did fo, and 
continu'd very long in it, even after Con:e- 
dy ſet upfor a diſtin ſort ; and, it is to be 
thought, even to the days of T beſpis himſelf , 
ifnot afterwards. His moveable Stage, a Cart, 
was not probably free from that Scurrility and 
Buffoonery which were ſo oſually utter'd from 

that place, that audter, 


(a"Bogs ule £ ts 50" and (b) 2 44.1; Azy fly R be- 
us oy Cary i} duals — Came Proverbial Expreflions 
Demoſth.contra &ſch-$.37- for Satyr and Jeering. I de- 


lire this may be obſerv'd, be- 
cauſe it gives us an caſie and natural account 
of that expreſſion in Phalaris [rar tw Tpayedi as 
x4] which Dr Bentley has made fuch his 
deovs work with : for the meaning of that is 
no more than this, that they wrote Lampoons, 
or Satyrical Verſes upon him ; with which 
the Trazadies before 2nd about his time 
(I have ſaid) were uſua!!, twiſted. So that 
tho? Phalaris could nor be the argi:ment of Trage- 
ay while he lisd, (as our Critic !earnedly ob- 
jets) yet he might -e the argument of that 
Sort of Satyr which »ſually accompanied Tra- 
gedy: and the Dr may perhaps, before he 
dics, have a convincing Proof, that a Man 
may 
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may be the Subje& of ſuch Tragedies, while 
he is Living, | 

And now, upon the whole, 15 not Dr .'-»t- 
ley a moſt Diſcreet Writer ? who has choizn 
out ſuch an argument to prove Phalaris Spu- 
rious, as his beit Friends would have pitchd 
upon to prove him Genuine? 1or 7ea54V in 
the days of Phalaris took into its ſignification 
ſomewhat of a Lampoon, or Abuſive Copy of 
Verſes, according to the Uſe of it in the Epi- 
ſtles: but it had nothing of that Sence in the 
Sophiſt's time, let the Dr place him as high as 
he can, 

I have nothing more to ſay to the Dr upon 
any of his Arguments againſt the Autho- 
rity of Phalaris; I have conſider'd 'em All, 
with great Fairneſs, I am ſure; and, 1 fear, 
with more Exa&neſs than they will be thought 
to deſerve. I will not follow his Pattern fo 
far, as to ſhut up theſe RefleQtions by ſaying, 
that 1 have had too much Regard to him in giving 
him the Honour and Patience of ſo long an Exa- 


mination * ; the Regard I had was to my Self, + 
and to thoſe Excellent Perſons, who were in- 7. 55. 


jar?d on my account; and, to do right to 
Them, averſe as I am to Employments of this 
nature, I could think no Trouble too great, 
no Task too mean, 

If | am capable of judging either of Dr 
Bentky's Performances, or my Own, the Caſe 
ſtands thus between us : Of the Five General 
Arguments he has produc'd, the Four firſt are 
Evidently againſt him ; neither the Dialett, 
nor the Age of the Greek, nor the way of Count= 
ing by Talents, nor the Matter and Buſineſs of the 
Leters, can in the leaſt ſhock a Conſidering 

N 3 Rea» 
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Reader; the Only Point that can poſlibly 
prejudice him, is that of their Lying hid for a 
Thouſand Years : and how far I have taken off 
the Force of this Objection the World muſt 
judze, 

Among his Particular Proofs, T hat which re- 
lates to rhe Towns is ſo involv'd in Obſcurity, 
that I muſt own ?tis perfeCtly clear'd on neti- 
ther Side: that Three of *em, notwithſtanding 
what He has ſaid, may he as Old as Phalaric, 
I think I have made out ; and for the Fourth, 
T auromeni::m, 1 have ſhewn, that the Single 
Author he depends upon, gives inconſiſtent 
Accounts of it : and ſhould cither of thoſe 
accounts be admitted, I have furtier ſhewn, 
that the Epiſtles no where neceſſarily imply, 
that there was ſuch a Town when They were 
written, 

The Proverbs and Expreſſions found in I ater 
Authors, are ſuch Slight and Inlignificant Ob- 
jctions, that *tis-no piece of Vanity to ſay, 
[ have efteCtually remov'd em. 

And as to his Words of Art ; the Firſt of 
'em, about the Thericlean Cups, has indeed a 
Shew of Proof, but no Proof at the bottom ; 


the Next, taken from the Term Philoſophy, * 


has not ſo much as the Shew of a Proof : and 
the Laſt, from Tragedy, is indeed a Proof, and 
a Good One; but it makes directly againſt 
him, 

There are then in his Whole Diſſertation 
but Three Pojnts, that can be thought to affect 
the Epiſtles even by a Carcleſs Reader; That 
of their Lying hid for a Thoyſand Tears, that of 
Tauromenium, and that of Thericles: Ot theic 

| the 
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the Two firſt he borrow'd from Me (4), with-,,,__c... 
out acknowledging the Debt, or making the :- us; 
leaſt Improvement of Either ; the Zaft lic was rw 2» 
probably ſo happy as to light upon in turning #*: ataris 
a DiQtionary - all that Glitter of Quotations, // he 
with which he ſhines upon this Article, was xz,,"n; 
drawn from Honeſt Heſychiz, one of the great f:-i!; p2- 
Storehouſes of his Alphabetical Learning, #411 (t 


fer CQO a 
Viro tam inſigni ſcriptz, © in ſuo genere abſolutz, ultra mille anno3 
1gnotz penitus [dfer0 ome 
Qund þ vera refert Diodorus Siculus, Tauromenium, ad cujs 1242s 
bis Auttor ſcribir, & conditam fuiſſe, & eo nomine donatam poſt Naxzun 
a Dionyſio Funiore dirutam, atum eſt de Phalaridis Titulo, 5 Yuit ome 
mw male ſuſtentara Conj:turis Authoritas. Pret. Phalar. 


The only thing in his Piece, that is clearly 
made out, and may ſeem material, is his Proot 
of Ocelins Lucanus's being Genuine : but tis 
{uch an one, as proves at the ſame time, that 
Phalaris too may be Genuine, and deſtroys the 
force of all he has ſaid upon the Article of rhe 
Diale# ; and is fo far from being New and 
his Own, (as he has the Modeſty to pretend) 
that 'tis taken Word for Word out of an Au- 
thor (6) that writ above fifty Years ago ; the (5) 7722+ 
Scarcity of whoſe Book, and the Probability 
of not being trac'd, encourag'd him to ſet up 
for a Diſcoverer, 

This is a Short and True Account of Dr 
Bentlcy's Whole Performance : if he be of Opi- 
nion, that I have undzrvalu'd any of his Arga- 
ments, lam willing, Weary as I am, totry em 
upon Another Subjzt ; to propoſe %em in their 
Natural Light and Force, and ſee whether he 
will admit the Concluſion, 


N 4 If 


1%, Dr Bentley's Diſertation upon the 


F Dr Bertley's Diſſertations ſhould ontlive 
| ſome Centuries, which I am far from 
chinking they will ; and ſhould be read, which 
T am ſtill farther from ſuſpefting: and ſhould 
the Criticks of ſucceeding Ages ſtart an im- 
pertinent Diſpute, whether they be Genuine 
or not ; 1 am of opinion as Strong and Con- 
cluding Arguments may be brought to prove 
'em Spurious and falſly aſcrib'd to Dr Bentley, 
as any the Dr has us'd to ſhew the Letters 
now in Debate to be a Thouſand Years Later 
than Phalariss They may carry the Dr's 
Name in the Front of 'em, as the Letters da 
that of the Tyrant ; but 1 hoſe whoexamine 
'em cloſely, and try ?em by the Rules of Cri- 
ticiſm, which the Dr has here eſtabliſh'd, will 
eaſily Diſcover the Impoſture. For we will 
ſuppoſe, that after thoſe Papers have lain hid 
and negleced for ſome Ages, they may un- 
luckily fall into the hands of a Critic, who 
has Leiſure and III Nature enough to trouble 
Himſelf and the World with a Nice Enquiry, 
whether they are Genuine, or not : I think 
he would, or might, in Dr Bentleys Way 
and Manner,and for the moſt part in his very 
Words too, argue againſt their being truly 

* The lines His to whom they are aſcrib'd *, © The 
#2r have « Sophiſt, whoever he was,: that wrote theſe 
Comms « 1 gofe Diſſertations in the Name and Cha- 
0n the fide ,, X 
are in Dr © TaQter of Dr Bentley, (give me leave to 
Bentley's ' * ſay this now which I ſhall prove by and 
own Lan» © hy) had not ſo bad an Hand at humoring 
£745 # and perſonating, but that Some = be- 
ieve 
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&« lieve it is the Librarian himſelf who talks 
© ſo big; and may not diſcover the Aſs un- 
* der the Skin of that Lyon (a) in Criticiſm (4) piger, 
and Philology. © Bur I ſhall examine Dr p. 
* Bentley's Title to theſe Diſſertations, and 
ſhall not go to diſpoſſeſs him by an Arbi- 
trary Sentence in his own Dogmatical Way, 
but proceed with him upon a Lawful Evi- 
dence, and a fair Impartial Tryal. And 1 
am very much miſtaken ia the Nature and 
Force of my Proofs, if ever any man here- 
after, that reads them, perſiſt in his Opi- 
nion of making Dr Bentley the Author of 
© theſe Criticiims (6). RE (6) Ibid: 
* Had al] other ways fail'd us of detecting # *3* 
this Impoſtor, yet his very \peech had he- 
tray*d him, for it is neither that of a Scho- 
lar, nor an Engliſhman ; neither Greek, 
Latin, nor Engliſh, but a Medley of all 
Three : He had forgot that the Scene of 
theſe Writings was London, where the En- 
gliſh Tongue was generally ſpoken and 
written z as, beſides other Teſtimonies , 
the very thing ſpeaks ir ſelf in the Re- 
mains of London Authors, as the Gazetrs, 
the Caſes written by Lendon Divines, and 
others. How comes it to paſs then that 
our Dr writes notin Engliſh, but in a Lan- 
guage farther remov'd from the true En- 
& gliſh [diom than the Doric Greek was from 
* the Attic (a)? Why does Dr Bentley, an (c) Tbid- 
Engliſhman, write a New Language, which f- 49:41 
no Engliſhman before ever wrote, or ſpoke ? 
How comes his Speech neither to be that 
of the Learned, nor that of his Country ? but 
a mix*d particolour'd Diale&, form'd out a 
| both 
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both ? © Pray, how came that Idiom to be 
*© the Court-language at St James's * ? 

But ſhould we allow, that in ſome PaſtAge 
ſuch a Manner of Speech might have pre- 
vaiPd among Engliſhmen ; yet there will ſtill 
* lie another Inditment 92--inſt the Credit 
* of theſe Diſſertations, on the account of 
** the Engliſh of the True Age of Dr Bentley 
not being there repreſcated ; but a more 
Recent Idiom and Style, that by the whcie 
Thread and Colour of it betrays it ſelf to 
be written inan Ape yery diltant from His. 
Every Living Langnage, like the Perſpiring 
Bodies of Living Creatures, is in perpetual 
& Motion and Alteration ; which in Tract of 
time makes as obſervable a Change in the 
Air and Features of a Language, as Age 
makes in the Lines and Mien of a Face. All 
are ſenſible of this in their own Native 
Tongnes,where continual Uſe makes every 
man a Critic - ſo that there is no Engliſh- 
man but thinks himſelf able from the very 
* Turn and Faſhion of the Style to diſtin- 
* guiſh a freſh Compoſition from another an 
* hundred Years old +, Now, when we 
compare theſe Diſſertations with the Writings 
of Archbiſhop Tillorſon, Biſhop Sprat, Sir W;- 
liam Temple, and Others, we find the Style of 
that Age had a quite different Turn and Fa- 
ſhion from that of aur Diſſertator. ** Should [ 
<< affirm that I know the Novity of theſe DiCſ- 
ſertations from the whole Body and Form 
of the Work ; none perhaps would be con- 
& yinc'd by it, bat thoſe that, without my 
Indication, could diſcover it by themſelves. 
** 1 ſhall et that alone then, and point out 

| * only 
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& only a few Marks and Moles in %m, 

«© which every one that pleaſes may know 

* them by *, In the 14th Page, the moſt * Differ. 
timid; for which the Ancients would have ?/ 52+ 
ſaid, the moſt doubrful, or ſcrupulous : in the 

46th, Negoce ;, for which they would have 

ſaid Dealing, Commerce, Or Intercourſe : in the 

47th, repudiated their V:rnacular Idiom ;, for 

which they would have faid, /aid aſide their 
Mother-Tongue: 1n the 16th Page, a ſinall Doſe 

of Sagacity; for which they perhaps would 

have ſaid a ſmall Share : in the 59th, Manufas 

ure, for the forging of a Story; never usd 

by the Ancients in that Sence, but always for 

the work of the Hand, not that of the Brain. 

They that will make the ſearch, may find _. 
more of this ſort, as brittle Compliments (a) 74) ag 
incurable Botches (b), broaching of expreſſions (c), (cp, 18. * 
lopping off branches of Evidence (4), a Scene of (d)P. 29. 
Putid Formality (e);, Mw ſpringing up like Mus (©) P. 58. 
ſhrooms out of Rotten Paſſages of Authors (f ), and J)P. 118. 
many others of the ſame Strain : © but 1 ſup- 
{© poſe Theſe are ſuſficient to unmask the Re- 
* cent Sophiſt under the Perſon of the Old 
* Librarian (g). 

But were it poſſible to produce an Author, 
of the ſame Country and Age with Dr Bent- 
ley, who wrote in the Language of this Diſſer- 
tation; yet ſtill it is abſurd to think that one 
of his Education , Character , and Station 
ſhould be the Author of it. For Dr Bentlcy 
is known to have appertaind to the Family 
of a Right Reverend Prelate, who was the 
Great Ornament of that Age; to have had 
an Untverſity-Kducation,and to have convers'd 
much in the City, and at Court ;z and with 

theſe 
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theſe advantages, he could not b': be more 
rci::4 than the Writc: of this pic. © of Cri- 
ticiſm , who by his manner of expreiling him- 
ſelf ſhews, that he was taken up with quite 
other thoughts and different lmages tron 
thoſe that uſe to fill the Heads of ſuch as 
have had a Learned and Liberal Education, 
For this Sophiſt is a perfeft Dc: in! 
Language, i: his Thoughts, and in . | 
ing, | he familiar expreſſions, Cf 14 
tripping (a), coming off with a whole Ski. 
minding his hits (c), a friend at apinch (, 
going to blows (e), ſetting horſes to0cther ( f I, alic 
going to pot (g); with others bo!;ow'd from 
the Sports and Employments of the Country, 
fhew our Author to have been accuſtom'd to 
another ſort of Exerciſe, than that of the 
Schools. 

* Some Perſons perhaps may Gratuitouſly 
© undertake ro Apologize for Dr Zentley a- 
© bout this matter of the Diale&t *: they may 
plead in his behalf, that he was born in ſome 
Village remote from Towg, and bred among 
the Peaſantry while Young ; and for that rea- 
ſon © might ever after have a Twang of the 
* Country Dialet. Now it any one knew 
* an Expreſs Teſtimony that he was bred in 
*< the Country, he can teach me more than I 
*© at preſent remember, This 1 know in ge- 
& neral-F from Anthony Wood,and others, that 
many have come from the Employments of 
the Country to be DoQtors in the Univerſity ; 
* and ſo He may come in among the reſt. 
© But then muſt his Language be ever after- 
* wards Doric, becauſe he had once Footing 
© ina Country Town *? The ſame —_ 
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tells us of ſeveral born and bred in the Coun- 
try, who yet in Proceſs of Time have learnt 
to ſpeak a different Dialet from that of 
their Mother-Village. © Why then muſt 
* Dr Bentleys Diale& ſtill needs be Doric ? 
* and that ſo tenacioully, that twenty Years 
« living in the Univerſities and City could 
« notatall alter it inone of that Education Þ? Þ P- 46+ 
He was part of that time a Library-keeper to 
a Learned Dean, and afterwards to His Maje- 
ſty; a Member of one Univerſity, and a So- 
journer in the other ; a Chaplain in Ordinary 
to the King, and a Tutor in extraordinary to 
a Young Gentleman : ** and could not that 
« Perpetual Negoce and Converſe with Gen- 
* tlemen and Scholars bring his Mouth by 
* degrees to ſpeak a little finer ? Would 
* not he that aim'd at the Reputation of a 
« Polite Scholar, and for that reaſon had ap- 
© ply'd himſelf in a particular manner to the 
& belles Lettres, have quitted his Old Country 
© Diale&, for that of a Londozer, a Gentle- 
© man, and a Scholar ? and nor, by every 
* word he ſpake, make the Ridiculous Diſcos» 
« yery of his being a Perfe& Stranger * to « p, 6. 
all Polite Learning, and Gentleman-likc Con- 
verſation ? 

* But let us hear a Second Apology that 
© may be made for the Dori/m of Dr Bent- 
& ley: He way perhaps be defended from 
« the like Practiſe of others, whe bing, Lox= 
* doners born or bred, have repudiated the 
© Vernacular Idiom ct the City for that of 
** the Country, 2s ©'r K»ger L' Fiirange in his 
= e/Eſ07's Fables, Sir To: Sackliny in his Bal- 
* (ad, and Mr /:vdy in his Ha veſt Popes 
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&* So that tho* Dr Bentley be ſuppos'd to be 4 
& Native of London, or bred Liberally, yet 
© here is an Excuſe for his quitting the City 
* Language. Bur I conceive, with ſubmiſſi- 
<* on, that this argument is built upon ſuch 
© Inſtances as are quite aliene from the calc 
* of our Diſſertator. For Doric might in- 
* deed be proper for Fables, or Ballads, 
* where Brutes, or Peaſants are brought in 
* ſpeaking ; or for Scotch Songs, and the 
* Chorus of a Comedy, on the account of 
* the Doric Muſic : but it has not Grace and 
© Majeſty enough for the Subje&t Dr Bentley 
*< is engag'd in, What affinity then is there 
© between Dr Bentley's caſe, and that of Wri- 
&© ters of Fables, Ballads, and Comedies ? 
* what mighty Motives can here be for aſlu- 
© ming a Foreign Diale& ? His Pieces are 
© dated in the midſt of London, direfted to 
© the very next Street, addreſsgd to a Scho- 
© lar, about a Controvyerlie in Criticiſm, de- 
&* fign'd for the view of men of Literature 
© and not written to expreſs the humor of 
* the Country, or to entertain men of Low 
* Rank and Charafler. If any will ſtill ex- 
* cuſe the Dr for Dorizing in theſe Circum- 
& ſtances, *tis hard to deny them the glory of 
<© being the humbleſt of his Admirers and 
& Vaſſals (a). 

The ſame Apology that is made for the 
Doric way of ſpeaking, may perhaps be urg'd 
alſo in favour of that A:x'd Language which 
runs throughout theſe Diſſertations. The 
Speech of Alexander Bendo by the Earl of Ro- 
cheſter, the Pedaut in Ben Johnſon, and other 
Writers of Comcdies, do ſhew, that the -_" 
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thor of thoſe Refleftions, tho? he carries this 

way of ſpeaking farther than any ever before 

him did, is not Singular in the Uſe of it : but 

this Plea alſo will admit of a Ready Anſwer ; 

that tho* this manner of ſpeaking may be pro- 

per for Mountebanks and Pedants, whoſe bu- 

lineſs it is to appear Learned to the Ignorant; 

yet that does not juſtifiy the uſe of it by One, 

who was reckowd a Scholar in a Diſcourſe 

addreſs'd only to Scholars. ** Tis very 

*© ſtrange, that a Critic, and ſucha Critic as 

* Dr Bentley, ſhould ſo doat on the Diale& 

© peculiar to Pedantry, who was ſo eminent- 

© ly wm — the hater of Pedants (a) ; and (4 Dire: 

ſo well known to be ſo, that even our So- ”* *** 

phiſt in theſe very Diſſertations repreſents 

him as One whoſe Aim, Profeſſion, and Im- 

ployment It was 70 pull off the Diſgriſe from thoſe 

little Peaants, that have ſtalkt ſo long about, in the 

Apparel of Heroes (*). (*) Thids 

© Butl love to deal Ingenuouſly ; and will? 2*: 

*© not conceal One Argument, which tho' it 

* will not do the work, let it go however as 

*© far aSIt can (6b), 1n tavour of their Opi- (5 P. z- 

nion who may aſcribe theſe Diſſertations to 

Dr Bentley. Thereis ſtill extant a Lerrer of Dr 

Bentley's to the Reverend and Learned Dra7;/! 

which is confeſs'd to beGenuinezin which there 

are frequent Scraps of Greek intermix'd with 

Latin ; which might give occafion to our So- 

phiſt to think that a Cerro of Different Lan- 

guages was a Characteriſtic of this Author. 

but the caſe of this Epiſtle is widely different 

from that of theſe Diſſertations. For the 

Author of the F7i/#le writing to One who 

had a particular Value for the Greek Tongue, 
ſhew?d 
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ſhew d an Excellent JnJgment in paſſing ſuch 
a Compliment on that Language, as to uſe it 
inſtead of Latin,even where Latin would have 
done as weli. But beſides, he had occaſion to 
expreſs himſelf in Terms of Archneſs and 
Waggery, which the Latin Tongue would 
not come up to, For Johann:le was not in uſe; 
and therefore 'Ioeyiy, or Little Jacky, was 
the only word that could ſerve to expreſs 
that in ſhort, which the Latins cannot ſay 
but by a Periphraſis : Whereas theſe Diſer- 
tations were deſign'd for the benefit of En- 
gliſh Readers, who had as great an Eſteem 
for their own Tongue, as either for Greek, 
or Latin ; and the Uncouth Words here in- 
terſpers'd do not add any Beauty to the Style, 
nor do they convey the Author's thoughts to 
our Underſtanding with more Diſpatch, or 
Clearneſs than plain Engliſh would do, 

I doubt not but our Sophiſt had that Letter 
of Dr Bentley, to Dr Mill before his Pen (a), 
when he counterfeited theſe Diſſertations in 
the Name of that Reverend Do@or. For *tis 
very obſervable that the Preface of this Let- 
ter to Mr Wotton is borrow'd from the Pre- 
face of that to Dr Mitt ; which begins with 
the Author's remembring a Diſcourſe be- 

tween Him anc Dr Millabout 


(4) Or Malelas, or Mala- Malela (b), and a Promiſe 
la , or Malalas: for that tht mr Bentley had upon that 


weightyControverſis about rhe 
rigot Spelling this Word 1s 
201 yer fully decided. 


occaſion made to his Friend, 
of which he was to acquit 
himſelf in that Letter : this 
our Sophift tranſcribes, changing only the 
Names, and aſcribes it to the ſame Dr Bent- 
ly. Had that Dr really wrote theſe Diſſer- 
tations, 
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tations, his Invention was not ſo narrow and 
ſtinted, that he ſhould be forc'd to borrow 
from Himſelf ; eſpecially having fo large an 
Acquaintance, as he appears to have had, 
with Works of the ſame Stamp and CharaQeer 
with the Epiſtle he was writing ; as Prefaces, 
Prolegomena, Apparatus, Introduttions, &c, but 
it was Natural Enough for a Sophiſt, in his 
Mock-Bentley, to filch an Exordium trom the 
Undiſputed Writings of the true Dr Bent- 
ley. * 

The ſame Letter fo Dr Mit, which has 
furniſh'd us already with one DeteQion of the 
Impoſture, will, if ſtritly examin'd, make a 
Second Confeſſion from theſe 
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Words; I had this, ſweeteſtSir, Hzc habui, Milli ſucun- 


to ſay of Alcmzon, and Alc- diflime, quz de Alcmzone 8 
mzonides, which 1 preſime no A'cm<onide, ore, ut opinor, 
alio indita dicerem : non 


Man ever ſaid before me 3 for 7 cnim placet corum ratio,qui, 
do mot like therr Ways, who, being cum merx Cornicul» fint, 
pitiful Jackdaws, by begging emendicatis hinc inde Plumis 


here and there a Feather, pretend 


to ſet themſelves off for right Ge- 
nuine Peacocks. © Now here 
« agen am 1 concern'd for our Sophiſt, that he 


& is taken tripping. For he values himſelf 
« highly, and expelts gre.'t Thanks for a Diſco- 


centur. FP. 20. 


germanos Payones te polli- 


cc very * about Ocellus Lucanis, which had * Þ. 47 


been long before made and publiſh'd by Yiz- 
zanins, in his Edition of that Author ; and 
whence 'tis evident-it was tranſcrib'd by oor 
Sophiſt into his Diſſertation. Now would 
Dr Bentley, who profeſſes himſelf ſach an E- 
nemy to borrowing, have thus plum'd him« 
felf in borrow'd Feathers? © Ir is a yery 


« Notable Diſcovery, and we are much 
oO «® oblig d 


194 , Dr Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 


* oblig'd tothe Author of it : but thenthere 

« was ceither a ſtrange Jumping of Good 

« Wits, or the Diſſertator 1s a Sorry Plagia- 

© ry. What ſhall we ſay to this matter ? 

& Dr Bentley had the Charafter of a man of 

« Probity and Parts, who had neither In» 

: « clination nor Need to filch the Sayings of 
(4) V33- « Others (a). Thoſe muſt be unacquainted 
with his Charatter, who think he would ſay 

in his Own Name what he found ſaid to his 

Hands. In the Letter to Dr 4: he omits 

ſeveral things very proper to bis purpoſe, Leaſt 

es '  perchance (ſays he) thoſe, who 

Ne _ wp Me Pome" are not ſo well acquainted with 
Cs atices extfiimont. me, ſhould think,I bad plunder'd 
Ep. Ps 4- the Eſcritnire of PanlusLeopar- 
dus. Would he hc |: here fo 

afraid of being thought to tranſcribe Leopar- 

dz ? and would he Here value himſelf upon 
Diſcovering firſt what he plainly copies from 

| Vizzan't ? Muſt thoſe, who think he could 
borrow. be ſuch as did nor know him? and 
| can we, hen we know him upon his Own 
Declaration to be ſo averſe hom borrow- 

| ing, imagine he would borrow That from 
| another, for . which he ſolemnly beſpeaks 
Thanks from the Learned World ? *©* This 
* bears hard upon the Author ofthe Diſſer- || 
& tations : but how can we help it ? he ſhould 
© have minded his Hits better, when he was 
&« minded to a&t the Doctor, | 
But that Letter to Dr Al will afford us 
ſill greater Conviction, that this Diſſertation 
could not be the Genuine Work of Dr Bent- 
ley. For that Letter, in the Page above men- 
tion'd, repreſents Dr Bentley proving, that 
he 
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he could not eaſily be deceiv'd in knowing 
whether a Greek verſe were aſcrib'd to its 
proper Author * For in ſuch 
things as theſe, {jy te, I dont WM 1 Ee 
7 , cis ys « Ay x miki dari havd tacitc patior; 
eaſuy ſuffer my feij to ve 141p05 qu, ut .cis, F:a-menta om- 
upon ; who, as you &row, had onee 'nium Poctarum Grzxcorum 


Nam in his Rebus verba 


E a defien to publiſh the Fragments cum Ewendationibus, ac No- 
3 of all the Greek Poets,with Emen» 5, Grande Opus, edere con- 


; ſe itucram : nunc, ut ajunt 
dations,and Notes, a grand works , OCs EO? 
& dA Bit, d'aan dig]: 


but now,as they ſay,another fort of x Þ. Þ« 20. 
Life,another ſort of Diet, Now 

isIit probable, that One who had colleed the 
Fragments of all the Greek Poets, amended 
them, and wrote Notes upon then, could mi- 
ſtake Empedocles for an Epic Poer ? But I (all 
not inſiſt upon this ; ſince the Paſſage pro- 
duc'd carries in it a more Dire& and Expreſ* 
Proof that Dr Pent/ry could not write theſe 
Difſertations. He had deſign'd once,it ſeems, 
to publiſh his Grand Work, the Fragments 
of the Greek Poets : but he was now, he tells 
us, engag?d in another way of Life, and muſt 
therefore apply himſelf to another {ort of 


BY Studies : for that I take to be the Import ot 
_— the Greek Proverb. Now the Diflertations 
w 1 in diſpute bear date after this Declaration ; 
-— they pretend to be written by Richard Bentley 
[- Dr of Divinity, and Chaplzin in Ordinary 
d to His Majeſty ; they would be thought to 
_ come into the world ſome time after his Le- 

tures were printed in detence of Religion, 
_ He was now therefore cnga2'd in another 
ml Profeflion ; and would not, we may be ſure, 
Fay meddle with a Snbje&t ſo foreign tothe bulineſs 
n- | of a Divine, nor handle it in a manner ſo ill 
at } becoming that CharaGter. He, who ſcrupTc 
he | O >» pub- 
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publiſhing thoſe Fragments, which might have 
been of good Uſe to the Learned, and might 


ſome of them have fallen in with Divinity, - 


would much leſs have taken up with ſuch 
Thin Diet, and miſpent ſo much of his pre- 
ctous Time upon ſo fruitleſs Enquiriesas thoſe 
are which are purſu'd in theſe ſeveral Diſler- 
tations. © There is another thing, beſides a 
« pretty Invention, uſeful for a Lyar, and 
© that is a Good Memory. We will ſuppoſe 
* our Author to have once known ſomething 
* of this Declaration of Dr Bezeley ; but he 
* had, ir ſeems, unhappily forgot it, when 
© he aſcrib'd theſe Pieces to him *, 

The Sophilt is not more happy in perſona- 
ting Dr Bentley, when thro' the whole Courſe 
of theſe Diſſertations he repreſents him as a 
Fierce and Angry Writer; and One, who 
when he thinks he has an advantage over 
another Man, gives him no Quarter, For the 
Writerof the Epiſtle to Dr Mill, when he 
had juſt occaſion to be very Severe on ſome, 
who had taken wrong meaſures in deqducing 
the Etymology ot a Greek Word, thus repreſ- 

ſes his Indignation : But I will 


| nal want fancle. : » 
Sed Noo aliquid imcie ny; lay any thing ſeverely of em 5 
menter dicere ;non notrum | 
CU A641 E741 au Ely » 


it is n0t 1n my nature to trample 
upon the Proſtrate. This ſhews 
him to have been a Man of 
Temper, and Good Nzture : But our Sophiſt 
repreſents him as one that has no Mercy upon 
his Adyerfary, when he thinks he has him in 
his-power. The ſuppogd Editors of Phalaris 
for an imagin'd miſtake ina point of Criticiſm 
are expos'd as Nonſenſical Blunderers, Perſons 
who had neither Skilt nor Induſtry, neither 

Knows 
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Knowledge nor Ingenuity ;, to be like Lencon's 
Aſſes, a degree below Sorry Cyiticks, to write dj- 
rettly againſt Grammar 1114 Common Sence ;, and 
are fet out to the worid under this Low and 
Rude Similitude : Here are Torr Workmen, t9 
mend an Author, 4s bungling Tinkers do Old Ket- 
tles ! What a difference is there between the 
Two Letter-writers ? Mr Bentley is calm and 
forgiving, but Dr Bentley 1s furious and un» 
relenting : Dr Mails Friend ſcorns to inſult 
over the Proſtrate ; but Mr Worron's Friend 
purſues his Blow : © and don't You yet begin 


©* to ſuſpet the Credit of the Dilſ-rtations * ? * Diſſert, 
Dr Bentley was celebrated amongſt the ?- **- 


Learned Men of his own and other Countries 
for one, who was much vers'd in the Learned 
Languages: and, as it appzars by his Ler- 
ter to Dr Mill, he was very converſant in 
Suidas, Heſychins, and other Greek YVocabula- 
ries, Onomaſticons, Erymologicons, Lexicons, Gis/+ 
aries, Nomenclators, and Scholia 5, fo that he 
muſt at leaſt have been acquainted with the 
Significations of Greek Words: but it appears 
from what this Sophiſt offers about the Sence 


of ſome Greek words +. which he finds in +*#r9n rhe 


Phalaris, that he was not only a perfet Stran- 624 


ger to the beſt Claſſic Authors, but that he 68th page 


of uns 


wanted that Light which any Ordinary 3x. 


Dictionary would have afforded him. The 
Librarian was ſo well read in One of theſe 
Inſtruftive Writers, Heſychins, as to afſure 
Dr Mili, between Verſe and Proſe, that, 
whenever a New Edition of that Book came 
forth, he conld, if he would, corrett five thouſand 


faults init, more or leſs, that had till that time 
© N 


3 At * 


(4) 

Yuinque plus minus millia mendorum Me corre&tvrum efſe,fi libuerit, 

quz aliorum £50 jay & laborioſam dilizentiam haRenas illuſerunt, 
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defeated the Sagacions Conjeftures, and Laboriom 
Diligence of other Criticks (|). Now could any 
thing that actually is in Heſychius, eſcape his 
knowledge, who had ſuch a Deep Inſight 
into what 7s or, but ought to be there ? 
could He,who had diſcoyer'd what had eſcap'd 
the Utmoſt Diligence of Others, miſs what 
was obvious to every one that look'd into 
Flefychins? Would Dr Bentley have given 
ns ſuch a Caſt of his Skill in conſtruing Greek 
Words, as totell us, that Ji«'zew anciently ſrgn1- 
fica to purſue, when that which fled fear d and 
Shunw?d the purſuer ; and that it never ſignified to 
follow,in any other Sence ; when Heſychins gives 
nsnoother words for fioz:, but Za, emrid:y:, 
which are far froma Perſecuting Sence ? 

Dr Beztley is known to have liv'd in the 
fame Age, and at the ſame Time, that the 
Edition of PLala;is, with which this Sophiſt 
is ſo angry, came out : it appears, from the 
Editor's Preface, that the Dr, being then Li- 
brary-keeper at St James, deny'd a Common 
iavour to the Editor, which is complain of 
in that Preface : This doubtleſs gave occaſion 
to our Sophilt to forge theſe Diſſertations in 
the Dr's name, to ſhow his pretended refent- 
ments of that Complaint. Now the Dr him- 
ſelf could not be ignorant, that this Edition 
was put forth by Mr Boyle, whoſe Name it 
ſtill bears. But Our Sophiſt, who liv'd at a 
greater diſtance from thoſe Times, ſuppoſes 
it the Joynit-Work of ſeveral : he talks of or 


Id Tibi de plano poſſum promittere, Mz11;, 
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Late Editors, of thoſe Great Genius's, with whom 
Learning, that is leaving the World, has taken zp 
her Laſt Reſidence 5 of theſe Ann) ors, of our 
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Ingenious Tranſlators (a) : whereas theſe Eqdj- (4) =—_ 
tors, Geninss, Annotators, 1 7+ 1tors, guid not Þ+ 66, 71- 


but be known to one that ti:en liv'd, and 
were known to Dr Bentley (as appears by a 
MS Letter of his to Mr Boyle, now in being) 
to be one and the ſame Perſon. Iris true, 
that in the Preface to the Edition there are 
theſe Expreſſions, Quantum ſcimns, and Noſtro 
Labore ; and in the Dedication, T4 ope adjutas. 
which might lead our Sophilt into a miltake, 
that this Edition was the Work of More than 
One; and that the Perſon, to whorty 1t is de- 
dicated, had aſſiſted in it : as it it were un- 
uſual for the Plural Number to be put tor the 
Singular ; or as if a Perſon in that Station 
could no otherwiſe aſſiſt a Young Gentleman 
of his College in the Edition of a Book, than 
by collating Manuſcripts, tranilating the Text, 
and writing Comments. 

Dr Bentley is known to have enjoy'd the 
advantage of a Public LeQure, inſtituted by 
the Honourable Mr Robert Boyle, and by reaſon 
of that Poſt muſt be ſuppos'd to have had adue 
reſpe& for his Name and Family ; ſo that it 
cannot rationally be preſur?d, he would treat 
a Gentleman, who had the Honour to be near- 
ly related to that Noble Perſon, with ſ» much 
Contempt and Indignity, as is plainly expreſvd 
in ſeveral parts of that Diſſertation, 

Dr Bentley did alſo flouriſh during the Lye 
of Sir William Temple, whilſt that Eminent 
Perſon was in great Reputation for the Signal 
and Extraordinary Services = had doae for 

4 Te 
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(4) Dif. 
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the Proteſtant Intereſt, to the Engliſh Nation, 
and tothe King who then reign'd ; as alſo 
for his Learned Writings, which were then 
in very great Eſteem amongſt all thoſe who 
had a tae reliſh for Sound Sence, and Noble 
Thovghts, expreſs'd with all the Beavty and 
Force of proper and ſignificant Language. 
Now,tho? the Dr might, without any offence, 
differ in his Sentiments from that Worthy 
Gentleman ; yet it is not credible that a Scho- 
lar, a Courtier, and a Divine wovld fo far 
break in upon all the Rules of Modeſty, De- 
cency, and Civility, as to inſult over a Per- 
ſon of Sir IW:i/;an's Chara@er and Merit, as 
an Ignorant and Illiterate Pretender to Lear- 
ning ; who could neither diſcover the true Time, 
nor the trme Value of his Authors, and whoſe 
Choice of Phalaris aud Fſop, as then extant, 
for two great inimitable Originals, was a piece of 
Criticiſm of a peculiar Complexion, and miſt pro 
ceed from a Singularity of Palate and Judgment, 
& It muſt needs be a greatWonder to thoſe 
© who think theſe Diſſertations Genuine, 
* how or where they have been conceal'd ; 
«© and in what Secret Shop, or unknown Cor- 
« ner of the World they have lain hid, fo 
*© that no one has ever taken notice of *em 
* for ſo many Ages. Had theſe Diſſertations 
© been ſeenand read, ſomebody ſure would 
* have quoted ſomewhat out of *em ; eſpe- 
* cially ſince ſo many have had occaſion to 
«© doſo(a): for all thoſe who have written 
concerning Sophiſms, and 1Il Conſequences in 
arguing, might have furniſh'd themſelves from 
hence with all Kindsof Looſe and Incoheregt 
Thinking, And thoſe that have publiſn'd 
their 
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their Cenſures upon the Incongruities of Lan- 

guage and Innovations in Speech, might from 

every Page of this Author have fetch'd pro- 

per Inſtances of the Groſleſt improprieties. 

*© So that, by their Silence and Prztermiſſion, 

© they do as good as declare expreſlly, that (4) Diller 

* they never ſaw opr Diſſertation (a). th - 
But that which ought to weigh moſt with 

thoſe who have any Honour for Dr Bentley, 

toward clearing him from any ſuſpicion of 

having written theſe Pizces, is this Conlidera- 

tion ; that That Learned DoQor was choſen 

out by the then Fathers of the Church, as a 

fit perſon to vindicate the Truth of Religion 

againſt Atheiſts, Deiſts, and all other Oppo- 

ſers of Divine Revelation: whereas this Sq- 

phiſt is found to make uſe of ſuch Argu® 

ments (b) to diſprove the Epiſtles of Phalaris, (5) Vid 

asareof Equal weight to prove the Writings}: "Jock of 

of Moſes and the New Teſtament to be of * 

much Later date, than they can be, conſiſtegt- 

ly with the Pretences of the Jewiſh and 

Chriſtian Religion, © So little regard had 

* this Bold Writer to fit his Diſcourſesto 

* the Character of that Reverend and Lear- 

** ned Perſon; and I have had too much Re- 

* gard to Him, in giving him the Honour and 


© Patience of ſo long an Examination (c). (c) Difſer 
þ- 65. 
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Ince I have given my ie!f the trouble to exa- 
mine all the tedious Proofs Dr Bentley has 
heap'd together againſt theEp;/les,vhich I was 
not in the leaſt concern'd to vindicate ; 1am 
oblig'd to ſay ſomething to his Criticiſms 
upon the Edition that relate entirely to my 
Self. I ſhall conſider %em with the ſame In- 
difference that I did his Arguments : for as 
I never profeſs'd my ſelf a Patron of Phalar-: 

ſo neither was it ever in my Thousel: 
ſet vp for ExaQneſs in that Dry Sort of 
Learning. I cnter'd upon the Work meerly 
as an Exerciſe of my Pen; I ſaw that Life 
and Smartneſs, which I ſtill reliſh in theſe 
Epiſtles, quite loſt in the Looſe Periphraſes, 
and plain Country Latin (as the Dr calls it) 
of the former Interpreters. This put me 
apon trying, whether I could expreſs the 
Seyle,as well as the Sence, of the Original in 
another Language ; and repreſent it with 
ſuch advantage, that They, who are no Ma- 
ſters of Greek, might ſee ſome faint reſem- 
blance of the Anthor's Spirit and Genius, in 
a Tranſlation : in which, whether I have been 
ſucceſsful, and to what degree, muſt be left 
to the different Humors, and Opinions of 
Readers. I abhor Vanity, and the more, 
ance 1 have read Dr Bertlcy's Book, where 
I ſee it makes ſo unbecoming a Figure - yet 
This I will be bold to fay ; that even in thoſe 
Tranſlations of the Greek Authors, which 
arc eſteem'd the Beſt, would a man of ſome 
know - 
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knowledge in Criticiſm exerciſe all the ſpite 
and $kill he has that way to hind out Miſtakes, 
he might be able to mrfter np ſuch a Pentifu] 
Number of 'em, as would keep my Poor Ver- 
ſion and Notes in Countenance. I queſtion 
not but there are Errors and Overſights enow 
in my Trantlation : I was very young whenl 
did'it; and, to confeſs the Truth, after I 
had got a little way into it, and made my 
firſt Eſſays, went thro” the Reſt of it without 
any Great Guſt; and 'tis no wonder therefore 
if I ſhould not be awake fometimes in a Work 
that | was not very fond of. However, as 
Many, and as Eafie to be found as my Faults 
are, Dr Bentley has yet had the II] Luck to 
miſs *em ; and to except againſt ſuch Paſſages 
as can, [I think, to any Unprejudic'd Man, be 
fairly accounted for, The Town, I own, is 
Weak and Defenceleſs enough in conſcience ; 
but he has had the Judgment to attack it on 
that ſide, where perhaps it lies leaſt expos'd. 
Upon Scouring the firſt Epiſtle (as he Cleanlily 
expreſſes himſelf) he finds theſe Words there, 
Suyis 8 veC,ov latpds ita Iavar®, o evim;y bird) oy 
& eegodixs. Which in my Latin , runs, 
[ Animi autem Morbum Medica ſanat Mors, 
quam quidem nulii gravem, &c expetta]. He is 
pleas'd to render it thus, [For a Di/caſe of the 
Soul the only Phyſician is Death * do Tou there= 
fore expett a moſt painful one] and ſays, My 
Tranſlation of ay:rexbid)ow by [li graver] 


produces a flat and far-fetch'd. Sence Þ. I muſt + Diſſerts 
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own, I do not yet ſee why it is more flat ta? 96+ 


ſay, a Villain ſhall die an Unlamented Death, 
than that he ſhall die a Painful one: and I as 
little apprehend, why he calls this a far-ferch'd 

S2NCe ; 
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Sence ; I ſuppoſe he cannot mean, by a far- 
ferch'd Sence, a Sence that the Word 4erax8, 
is not commonly us'd in ; becauſe I never 
could meet with it us'd in any other Sence, 
till Now he has thought fit to tranſlate it moſt 
painful. All the Criticks before him render it 
by on gravis, non invidioſus, Or by ſome word 
Equivalent to theſe : and Herwogenes thought 
this a proper ſence of the word, when he in- 
titul'd a Chapter T#pi Ts averex bas tavriy emuyey ; 
which I would adviſe the Dr to read, not on- 
ly to geta better acquaintance with theWord 
in queſtion, but to learn too the modeſty and 
diſcretion not to commend himſelf fo often, 
with ſo very ill a Grace. I am ſure he wants 
to be taught this ; and ſince he has juſt naw 
taught me what I knew nothing of before, I 
could do no lefs than make him this Grateful 
Return, 

He goes on to inſtrudt me. The Greek, ſays 
ne, :s in the Superlative degree ;, let *emput it then, 
nulli graviſſimam, and *twilt ſhew em the Error 

+ Diſſert» gf eheir Verſion Þ+ ;, that is, let Me tranſhte it * 
?*7 for '%em, and Tl undertake to make neither * 
Grammar, nor Sence of it. But if he will 

vive me leave to tranſlate it my ſelf, ſince it 

mult be in the Superlative degree, inſtead of 

null; gravem, 1 would put minime invidioſam ;, 

and then 1 do not yet ſee any Error in the 
Verſion : and I am the more inclin'd to think 

there's none, becauſe the Dr ſlides off, and takes 

Refuge in his ſtrong and ſecret Hold, the MSS. 

The MS, he ſays, reads it % av *my8isdo; and 

They (as he calls Me) might bave embrac'd this 
Reading, when they ſaw it there, What MS is 

this ? None of the Bedley-/1SS read it fo ; 

Aor 
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nor the Arundel, a Collation of which the 
Learned Deas of Tork ſent me, after my Edi- 
tion was finiſh'd, Sure the Dr cannot mean 
the King's MS ; he knows I never ſaw That 
my felt ; and 1 hope 1 am not anſwerable for 
my Collator*s Eyes. And, ſince No-body can 
ſee it but Dr Bentley, I have no great Reaſon 
to depend upon His Ingenuity. However, if 
this be the Reading of the King's MS, 'tis tri- 
yolous and fit to be neglefted : for to Me the 
Common Reading ſeems to have rather a 
Quicker Sence, and (having ſhewn Dr Bentley 
to be no great Maſter in Propriety of Speech) 
I may venture to ſay, as much Propriety. Per- 
haps the Dr might have thought ſo too, but 
that he has a Peculiar Fondneſs for the Para- 
pleromatick Particle «v, which he takes to be 


a rare and quaint uſage (a) : and having met (4 n;x.., 
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with it Here therefore, is reſolv'd not to part p. 70. 


with it. To diminiſh his tondneſs for it, 1 
promiſe to furniſh him, upon demand, with3o 
or 40 Inſtances from Hemer, and the Greek 
Teſtament (to go no further), where the Par- 
ticle avis us'd as Parapleromatically every whit 
as it would be here, ſhould his Reading pre- 
vall, 

But, to wave entring into a Controverſie 
with him about Particles ; let us ſee, whether 
he be not as Exquiſite a Judge in Latiz, as he 
iS in Greek, He charges me with Barbari/m , 
Nonſenſe,and New Diſcoveries in Language, for 
tranſlating ed 1xnudTuy ix ayoudiwv, Sctlera non 1- 
vita: for he is very poſitive, that Invitus, al- 
ways means the Agent, is always ſpoken of the 
Perſon, never of the Thing, &c. But I hope 
Propertius, who liv'd in the Purelt Age of La- 

tin, 
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tin, may be preſum'd to underſtand his own 
Tongue as well as Dr Bentley : He ( EL. 16. 
L. 1.) expoſtulating with an Unkind Miſtreſs, 
ſays, that tho' ſhe was Cruel and Unrelenting, 
yet if ſhe did but hear his Complainr, 


Non — ipſa ſuos poterit compeſcere Ocellos 
Surget & invitis ſpiritus in Lachrymis. 


Is Invitis here joyn'd with the Perſon or the 
Thing ? if Propertins had ſaid, as he does in 
other places, that Tears would flow ab Irv 
tis Oculis ;, tho* an Eye be improperly call'd 
a Perſoz., yet in that caſe I might allow it to be 
taken Perſonally: or, had he attributed any 
Attion to Tears ; as if he had ſaid, invite ſur- 


gent Lacryme ; Lacryme might be conſider'd as 


an Agent - but, asit ſtands here, Invite Lacry- 
-e muſt be render'd InvoluntaryTears ; and, to 
explain it otherwiſe, is, I think, contrary to 
Good Senſe and Good Language too, Were 
Dr Bentley as well acquainted with the Latin 
of the Great Men in Augſtus's Age, as with 
that of the Pedants in This ; he would have 
another Taſt, and another Style. To know 
the Grammar of a Tongue, and to have a juft 
ſence of the Proprieties and Elegancies of it 
are two different things; as different almoſt 
as Conſtruing Euclid's Words, and being 
Maſter of his Demonſtrations. Any bedy, 
that will take the pains may be Critically, 
exat in the Signification and Syntax of 
Words ; but to enter into the Spirit and 
Beauty of good writing, is an Happineſs, that 
None have, but thoſe who are Born with it ; 
nor allof them neither : for a Long Conver- 

fation 
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fation with Bad Books may deſtroy a good 
Natural Taſt. I dowt fay thisis Dr Bentley's 
caſe ; for I am not a Judge, whether he e- 
ver had any. 

To come a little nearer to Hi Ages of La- 
tin, I will give him a Couple of Inſtances of 
the ſame kind out of Sratizs : One of them 
from the gth Thebazs : where Young Dryas, 
after he was mortally wounded, ſends this 
Meſſage to his Mother, 


——— Merui, Genetrix, panas 5, invita capeſſens 
Arms Puer rapui, nec Te retinente quievi. V.8gr1. 


Invita is here apply'd not to the Perſon his 
Mother, but to the Thing Arms taken up a- 
gainſt her Will. In the 7th Thebazs the Gre- 
cians are encourag'd by Jupiter to make a furi- 
ous aſſault upon Thebes; and Bacchus in his 
Speech to Jupiter on this occaſton, ſays, 


Eſto olim invitum jaculatus nubibus igners ; 
- Credimus * eniterum atra refers incendia terris, 
1; Nec Styge juratns, nec Pellicis Arte rogatus ? 
VF. 158. 


Jupiter, by his Vow to Semele, was oblig'd, 
againſt his own Inclination, to grant what 
ſhe askK'd : and therefore the deſtruction he 
brought upon her was /nvolunrary: 1 think 1n- 
vitum can bear no other ſence here, and 1 
therefore leave theſe Paſlages with Dr Pentle 
to conſider at his Leiſure ; Let him try his 
Skill upon %*em, next time the angry fit of Cri- 
ticiſm returns, 
I ſee there is no way of pleaſing an In- 
cens'd 
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cens'd Diſſertator ; I have juſt clear'd my ſelf 
from the Impuration of uſing a Word in 4 
different ſence from other Writers ; and now 
he accuſes me for uſing a Word in the ſamt 
ſence with all the Authors that ever writ. 
I tranſlate ee7pires Hortaris, which | inter- 
pret by Provocas, as Buders does ; who, in his 
Learned Commentary, has theſe words, exgpi- 
my, provocant, cient 5 & uſus eft ſatis frequens : 
and I tranſlate it ſo, becauſe I cotld find no 
other Signification of it in any Greek Wri- 
ter ; and Dr Bentley himſelf owns as 1fiuch, 
that it is no otherwiſe u&d by any of the An- 
cients, Now I, never defigning to make a 
Noiſe with the Corref&ions and Improve- 
ment of Old Vocabularies, was contented to 
uſe words in the ſame Sence that every-body 
had us'd 'em before me; and for this Error of 
mine, my Indi&ment runs, that I am an 7lire- 
rate Fatherey of an abſurd, rilicnlous, and incon- 
gruous Sence upon my Author. My Plea is, that 
it ſeems to Me no more abſurd, or ridiculous, 
thatPhalaris ſhould ſay to one of his Enemies, 
You provoke me to be Cruel, than that he ſhould 
ſay (as Dr Bentley would have him) Tou up- 
braid me with Cruelty. And, I believe, his Cavil 
againſt theSynrax of 4 #0? meyTpimes, IS NO bet- 
ter grounded than that againſt the Sence, He 
won't indeed find axyreino in his Grammar 
with a DativeCaſe, but he may pleaſe to enlarge * 
it from this viryplace * ; and as for his & @, 
or ##” 4, we have no occaſion for either of 
'em : in the days of Sophocles, Tav)s o» mporpime, 
was no more abſurd and incongruous, "than, 
ae me hortaris, was in Tully'ss But Dr Beut- 
ley thinks he has ſhewn already, that aegrjime i < 
nificy 
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nifies to reproach *;, where has he ſhewa it ? * Diſſert; 
he has no where ſai-1 21y thiag of it, but in * 7*: 


the 52d page ; and chere he only ſays, that 
TyorgiTe, tO Accuſe, 1s un Inuovation in I angrage, 
for which the Ancients 1d Teogeray : {o that po» 
fitively to averr, and aſſume the thing in que- 
ſtion, 1s in his Language to ſherr, and prove it, 
Let us ſee now, whether his Second Thcughts 
furniſh him with any better proof of wgorgnay 
lignifying to accuſe. One would expect that 
he ſhould produce the Authority of ſome 
Greek Author, that uſes egorgerav in this 
ſence : but he has given this argument quite 
another turn, and proves, that "tis ug&d fo 
here, becauſe *tis never usd ſo by any ancient 


Author before the Sophiſt +; he might have ad- +164. 
ded too, nor by any Modern Author ſince, p. 7: 


This is a ſurprizing way of arguing, but [I 
find it familiar to Dr Bentley; he has ano- 
ther juſt of this ſtrain, in the 115th page : he 
ſays there, One may know Sabirius Pollo ro be a 
Roman ; how fo ? does he find any ſuch Fami- 
Iy among the Romans ? no, that's too Obvi- 
ousa Way of arguing for a man of his Parts : 
he knows him to be a Romay, becauſe he does 
not find ſuch a Fam.ly as the Sabirii, or ſuch 4 
Sirname as Pollo : and he improves this Ac- 
quaintance with Sabirius ſo far, that within 
Three pages he calls him his Fricnd Sabirizs 
Pollo. Such are the New Ways of Reaſoning 
made uſe of by this Incomprehenlible Author: 
He has furniſh'd us with ſeveral ; and,to ſhew 
that he is not yet exhauſted, he brings This 
argument to prove that exrpiray ſignifies to 
reproach : =pogigey, and vitio vertere fignifie to re- 
proach ;, therefore wpor;inay does io too + and 
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in the ſame Paragraph, he after the ſame man- 
ner makes it out, that Jrarcvo Isto perſevere; 
iS not Srerewo exattly the ſame with pertendo ? 
(meaning, I ſappole, that ds is per, andrev,, 
tendo) and is not pertendo ro a ? I al- 
ways thought,that Uſe was the only Rule and 
meaſure of the Signification of words ; but 
Dr Bentley, a great Adventurer in new ways 
of thinking, will determine it by dint of Ar- 
gument. Would he allow Others to argue 
as He does, from One Compound Word to 
Another, and from One Language to Ano- 
ther, we might enlarge ow Diftionaries with- 
out End ; and ſoon produce not only (what 
he pretends to *, five thouſand, but five Mil- 
lions of Emendations and Additions to Heſy- 
chius ;, tho* not ſuch as are worthy to keep 
Company with the Admirable Biſhop Pear- 
ſors Obſervations on that Author : and there- 
fore ſhould they hereafter come together (as 
tis ſaid they will); and ſhould the Biſhop's 
Name not happen to be ſet to his part ( as 
"tis poſſivle ir may rot) ; it will be nodifficult 
matter tc ..i;tinguiſh between *em, According 
to the Dr's Rule ( not to go far from the 
words he plays with) becauſe Jrapicer ſignifies 
to differ, thereiore by a Like Metaphor, and 
Analogy, we may uſe Srargiray tO expreſs the ſame 
notion + : And thus agen I can prove, that 
preverto 1S tO exhort ;, tor 1s not preverto Exatt- 
ly the ſame as BOOT TW ? and is not BpoTprrw 
to exhort ? or that Cuiryur is to perſevere ;, for 
is not Sic exatly the ſame with perſifto ? 
and is not perfiſto, to perſevere ? So that for 
ought 1 can ſee, it muſt be allow'd, either 
that all words may be us'd c'en as we pleaſe, 


or 
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or elſe that ayore:7» muſt ſfignifte, as 1t has 
done for above 14.0 thouſand years, hortart ; 
that is, not always'to Ex/97r, (a Word he 
makes ſuch wretched Mirth with) bur to ex- 
cite by any other meth»ds : u.lefs when Y:r- 
gil ſays, Jam Vitulos burtare ;, and Ovid, Horta- 
turq; Canes , they mean, that Dogs and Bullocks 
are to be made traCtable by good Adviccand 
Exhortation. 

If our Critic is unalterably determin'd, thar 
the Sence of this Paſſage muſt be [the Crimes 
which Tox upbraid me with} why ſhoul4 he not 
chuſe rather to read axo5447as than n:o75t mg; 7 
for tho' I no more know an Initance of 
Tprremw than of teorpirw's being vs'd for 
wedbiZo, yer the Formation of the Word will 
more eaſily and naturally allow of this ule : 
ov wat Trerghres May well enough fignifie, cine 
mihi vitio vertis ; but Tporpira5s, 1N that fence. 
is, I think, a very proper and unnatural 1;- 
novation in Language. 

One would wonder, that Dr B-»tley ſhould 
be ſo eager in imputing chis Miſtake to my 
Tranſlation, which he is fo little capable of 
making out ; but he had a double End in it : 
My Explication of the Word offended him 
fo much the more, becauſe it ſpoi't in Argu- 
ment that he urges, to prove the Epiſtles 
Spurious : I ſhall draw it up in ſhort, but in 
its full force and ſtren:th; and leave it to 
the Conlideration of the Reader. ITlporet rw 
was never ud for oweie in any ancient Author 
before the Epiſtles, nor by any modern Author ſince 
the Epiſtles; nor in the Epiſtics themſelves : 
therefore the Epiſtles are Spuriows, This 
Weighty Point is ſhut up with a Piece of Hi- 

T3 ſtory, 
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ſtory, that is worſe founded than his Criti- 
ciſm ; and proceeds from Something which 


(a) Ditler. 
P<73: 


(a) Vite 


was always thought a greater Blemiſhto a 
Divine, than want of Judgment. He ſays, 
The Edition afcrib'd to Cujacius, and another of 
Aldus ; tho' the Two Principal of All, and Both 
of 'em in the Public Library at Oxon, had yet 
the Odd Fortune to lie all the while conceaÞd from 
our Late Editors that liv'd there(a). TIamata 
Loſs how to deal with a man of this Extraor- 
dinary Conhdence, that can ſo boldly aſſert 
what 'tis impofſible he ſhould know, What 
ſhall I ſay to One, who will face me down, 
that 1 never ſaw, what I know my ſelf to have 
often ſeen and us'd ? Nay, and will prove 
this to me ont of my own Preface ? the place 
he quotes is this, Codices Impreſſos quatuor pre 
manibus habui qui eodem: plane Textu utintur ;, 
apud quos Verfiones ſunt dues, altera a Naogeor- 
£0, altera /n Uſum Schol. Soc. Jef. edira (b). 


Przt-P-3- Two of the Four Books I here particularly 


mention'd ; how does he know but thoſe he 
mentions are the Other Two I mean ? as In- 
deed they are. I had no occaſion to name 
'em, becauſe 1 found little Difference in *em 
from thoſe which I had in my Own Study : 
the Veriton aſcrib'd to Cryacius, is exattly the 
ſais with That, put out for the Schools of the 
Jeſuits, which 1 have expreſly ſaid I made 
uſe of, A man of any Candour and Fairneſs, 
or indeed of any Common Modeſty, would 
not have preſum'd upon fſo ſlight Grounds, 
ſo poſitively to afſert, that I had overlook'd 
what lay ſo plainly in my way : but I am the 
leſs ſurpriz?d to hear this from Dr Bentley, 
who would fain perſwade me that I neyer ſaw 
my Own Edition. In 
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In thz Body of this Diſſertation there are 
Two other Miſtakes, which the Dr has found 
in my Verſion: I took no notice of ?em where 
they lay ; but, to avoid Confuſion, reſerv'd 
*'em for this place. The Firſtys, my rendring 
mTH1pivy Onpreadar, porculorum Vitreorum, aSSndar, 
Etymologicon Magnum, and Favorinus had done 
before me. Theſe are Eminent Names in thzt 
Sort of Learning, which Dr Bexley ſeems beſt 
acquainted with, and moſt to value himſelt 
upon ; and therefore, one would think, ſhould 
be able to excuſe me with him: but his Maxim 
15, to value nothing any furtFer than it 13 to 
his purpoſe, When S«/4as is brought in for 
preſerving ſome few Fragments of Babrius *, 
then he is a man that converſes with }7zer- 
of Size and uality: but when he is produc'd 
for that, which wil! leave us nut the leaſt Foorſtep 
of our Corinthian Potter (a), and nh:reby tbe () Ibid. 
Argument about Thericles wo:1ld waniſh into no» 4 CO 
thing (b); then he is a trifling Scribler, his '*/ —__ 
Lexicon conliſts of Excerprta from Scholiaſts and c1h6d. 
Gloſſaries (c). If once he begins to Quarrel 
thus with his Good Friends, the Lexicogra- 
phers, I can expect no mercy from him : But 
| would ask him, why he ſays, that, in the par- 
ticular paſſage before us, neither the Uſe of Lan- 
guaze, nor Good Sence will alluw Onginacie man; in, 
to be tranſlated Glſes ? When Fhalari-is ſaid 
to ſend Cups of Gold and Sily-r,and belidesÞF 7 ,, 

> . l . ſat Tf Aman 
Couple O1:1xa6ov TTHgi@y, CO MENT ſeems agree- id lus d 
able to Good Sence, that theſ? Cups, which , 7:22.60 
are hzre diſtinguiſh'd from Cups of Gold and ; pac 
Pugs, ty 
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Silver, ſhovld not be, as Dr Bentley concezves, 
Silver at leaſt, if not of a more precious Metal ; 
unleſs there be ſome other Metal, beſides Gold, 
more precious than Silver, He may be as mer- 
ry npon theſe Glaſſes as he pleaſes, and call 
*em Odd nd Stingy Preſents, Cheap and Brittle 
Comp! ments ;, 1am not. anſwerable for Phala- 
115 $ Generolity. Beſides, I frecly own my ſelf 
Ignorant how cheap Glaſles were in S;cily two 
thouſand Years 3go ; for ought | know, they 
mizhkL Ye Great Rarities, and fit to bear the 
Reſt oi his Preſents Company ; cſpccially be- 
ing of fo Vaſt a Size, as they appear to have 
been, and ſent in ſo much greater Number 
than the Other Preſents were : for the Epiſtle 
tells vs, thcre were butT wo Cupsof Silver,and 
Four of Gold ;, and Ten Corple of thoſe of 
Thericles, From whence one would be apt to 
conclude, that they were of 2 Baſer, and nc 
of a mere precious Metal than Sulucr awd Gold, 
as the Dr imagines. I can bear all. his Rail- 
jiery upon Phalaris here for a_ Stingy Preſent : 
but why is he offended with Me too for aPre- 
fent I never defign'd him ? He ſays I have 
preſented him with an Emendation of Poculo- 
rum Vitreorum, whereas the former Interpre- 
ters honeſtly tranſlated it, Thericlean Cups. 
But I muſt put the Dr in mind to quote thoſe 
Honeſt Tranſlators honeſtly : he knows One of 
the Two tranſlates it Poculorum Vitreorum, as 
I do ; I mean Cyjacius (or whoever elſe be 
the Author of that Verſion aſcrib'd to him) 
whom the Dr 1s pleasd to ſay, I neyer 
ta, 

With the ſame Sincerity he tells me, that, 
77hereas I have render'd ziv'F Gilw, in morem 
ar ue 
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arundinis (a); the Tranſlation in the former 


Editions was, inſtar rinis (b). 
have follow'd the Verſion, which he adviſes (5)Dilert. 


Here again l (.)Ev.92, 


me to conſult in my nexc Ffdition (c), the? 


Verſion of Cujacins, which has it, # 


moren 


Arundinis : and this 1 did, becauſe 1 thought 
it would be a greater plece of juſtice to my 
Author, to make the Paſſage in him Clear 
and Intelligible, than to rranflate a Greek 
Proverb Literally, which would have been 


no Proverb in Latin. 


Dr Be«tley would pro- 


bably have interpreted it Literally, on pur- 
poſe to have had an occalion of explaining 
it; I could have done ſo too, and have 
cramm'd a Page of Eraſmus into my Notes, 
as He has here into his Diſſertation : bur l 
am glad I rranſlated ir as I did ; for 'tis pity 
the Dr ſhould have wanted an Opportunity 
of ſhewing how exceſſively Witty he could 
be npon this Proverb, 'E.rgiLo ary; irvF Fin, 
ſays Phalaris, I will extirpate them like 3 Pine= 


Tree ; 


and this Tree ( according to the 


Dr's Natural Hiſtory) periſhes by Lopping. He 
takes this Hint to tell me, that 1 have /opp'd 


off a Branch of his Evidence *, that I have *P-29+ 36 


executed this Proverb upon it elf, and extirpa- 
ted the Pine-Tree out of my New Verſion ;, that 
| have rooted wp the Pine-Tree, and tranſplanted 
Reeds * thither : which he confeſſes 3s above 


his Small Underſtanding in Gardening *, 


What 


a Deluge of Wir is here ! all theſe fine things 
are {aid within the Compaſs of half a Page : 
who can reſiſt a W1iter, that thus takes care, 
that hjs Fancy fhall ſti!] keep pace with his 
Judgment ; and that the One ſhall not In- 
ſkrutt You more than the Other Entertains 
You 
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You ? However, after he has refreſh'd him+ 
ſelfa little, he muſt give me leave to tell him, 
that his Crderſtarding in Gardening i$ indeed 
very Small (as ſmall as his Knowledge in Na- 
tural Hiſtory) if he thinks that it has any 
thing to d5> either with Reeds, or Pines ;, 
which, I take it, grow as rarely in Gardens, 
as Muſhrooms arile out of Rotten Paſſages in 
Authors, Dr Bentley muſt indeed be allow'd 
to underſtand Some part of Gardening very 
vell ; particularly Tranſplanting and Heeding: 
The firſt of theſe he has-prov'd his Skill 1n 
by thoſe Few Netions that are worth any 
thing in his Piece ; for they are trarſplarted 
from Other Mens Prefaces, the Nurſerics of 
all his Critical Learning : His Skill in the 
Second is made out by all the Reſt of his 
Appendix ; which is nothing elſe but a Col- 
lection of III IWceds, pulFd up out of Good 
Writers, There is, 1 remember, a Paſſage in 
Athirenr, where this Happy Talent of Weed- 
ing Aitl.crs is very well expreſs'd : I ſhall 
give it the Learned Rcader, together with 
three or four Lines that introduce it ; be- 
cauſe it is, all together, one of the Shorteſt 
and Livelieſt Accounts I have met with of a 
Man poſleſs'd with the Spirit of Ctiticiſm, 
(The E- Over dro ov 1a, Tays Cyriulcus to Ulpian, 
pitomizer &# AG) us 14%gNtxovs amer, tk Inela wr nm, u T1; 0s 
of Athen.e- avyois 14417 dmgfacta! mort: anAd Ye1 a Tale ae 
N5, at the Tad7e rareTpiBns (nror, xa), t xa); (+) pn J.tr cn) ; 
very entrance, tel!s us, this Ulpiimm was ſuch an in{ufferable Pedant, 
that he would nei:her Eat nor Drink any thing till be had ask'd the 
Queſtions ua), £xa)? and ſatisfhed himielt in what Greek Author 
the Word, by which it was call'd, was to be found ; trom whence, he 
fays, he got the Name of Ke74z&7@ : which, I defire Dr Bentley, 
may be added to Chlontkachanthius, as a Like Inſtance of the Nam 
of 2 man but once mention'd in 6}d Authors, = 

| *2ovy” 
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tEorvyiger Ts my 4 Tn Orem iMerTa Tos Gund rang ut 
vols Tas ak vVius ud av, 
"Ns av Eyiwinidas, ward Tpycay "Ovary. 

des SraTpiBur, Avdiov of fdigey thty guanipoiCor: 
L. 3. C. 17. ACharatcter, which will fit the 
Ulpians of Our Time, as well as thoſe of 
Athenengs; tor the Race of *em is not yet ex- 
tinguiſh'd, | 

| have follow'd our Diſſertator thro” a long 
Scene of Impertinence ; andam come at laſt 
to That Part, where he Places his greateſ 
Strength ; that is indeed, the. moſt Trivial 
Part ofall, the MSS. I told the Reader in 
my Preface, that I only made uſe of ſach dif- 
ferent Readings in the MSS, as conduCOd to 
' the better underſtanding the Text ; for | al- 
ways thought it a Ridiculous piece of Pedan- 
try to load a Book with various LeQticns to 
no purpoſe : but this | find Dr Bentley calls 
Skill in uſing MSS. He and I differ in ovr 
Notions about theſe matters; and 1 hope we 
always ſhall. 

In the 64th Epiſtle , the Printed Copies 
read, #30 I tyStisrpoy nn geUyu miilas dvOgures* 
I ſaw the MSS here had a Various Reading, 
» & for 11, which I paſs'd over with that 
Contempt it deſerv'd, and gueſs'd it ſhould 
be {xringy; a Reading; thar, with a very 
ſmall Alteration,made my Author ſpeak Sence: 
Let us ſee, what Dr Bentley, and his MSS 
mike of it. Phalaris ſays, rus 85s Tot; avaſyer 
7:15 40m ty.0 $8 iyT4i2e9v nin get meyras avbar 
Tas © mg urs Ta) dels mY, 7 © piaors BeBatay 
*©&y* Which I would render thus, I am not 
ſo mich as ſeen by my Neareſt Fclations ; and I 
now 
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now the more carefully avoid mankind, becauſe I 
have found no Faith wor Truſt , not only 
among Other Perſons, but even among my 
Friends themſelves. Dr Bentley ſays, we muſt 
take 14 here ſor a certain Corrcion. But 
lince the Tyrant is giving a reaſon for his 
preſent Recluſe way of Living in oppoktion 
to his former freedom and openneſs, methinks 
"1 can't well be ſpar'd here, Beſides [// avoid 
all mankind leſs than I ought to do ] ſeems to 
Me a very improper expreſſion ; eſpecially 
after a Man has ſaid, that he avoided all man- 
kind to ſuch a Degree as not to be ſeen by his 
Neareſt Relations, would he add immediately, 
that he avoided Company leſs than he ought 
to do ? What would Dr Bentley have him 
do more ? or how can a Man be more re- 
tir'd than by ſeeing no-body ? 1 deſire the 
Dr to have {me Regard to Senſe, as well as 
to MSS. 

This *rd:5epe returns agen in the 68th Ep- 
Rle, iuavrdy erSeirzpoy fvpioko nin yeussTum mwd'dg 
warnpereiy. Now here too, he ſays, Every one of the 
AMSS have it 3 46, As for the King's MS, no 
body knows what it has, or has not ; and this 
Epiſtle is wanting in one of the Bodley MSS: fo 
that ail theſe MSS, that I have overlook'd, 
prove at laſt to be, but One ; in which per- 
kaps I might not obſerve this Various Read- 
ing, But if I had obſervd it, I think I 
fhould ſcarce have made uſe of it ; for if we 
put 3 #4 in the room of #44, #/:iceg2 muſt be 
an Adverb, and referr*d to anger: and the 
Rules of good Language will hardly allow, 
<2at the Adverb ſhould be joyr'd In Place to 

one 


= 


—— 
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one Verb, and in Sence to another, at ſuch a 
diſtance : not to init on the Ambiguity that 
ariſes from its Neighbourhood to $wavrty, to 
which it ſezms ro be naturaily joyn'd asan 
Adjettive ; and *tis with Gme difficulty, that 
we bring our ſelves to underſtand it other- 
wiſe, even after the CorreQion of #1 into i 4a 
is allow'd to prevail. Had the Author jn- 
tended #r/+457or for an Adverb, he would pro- 
bably have pur it after «4i:zw, and not before 
it. I am {> usd to Dr Bexrley's Language, 
that I can cafily bear his telling me here, that 
I make meer Nonſence of the Context : whether I 
do or no, muſt be left to thoſe who will take 
the tronble of conſidering it. Indeed ſuch a 
fair and ingenuous Tranſlator as Dr Bentley, 
that renders 1 OY TS mtTeOs air us than I want 
Money to give, may make Nonſence of any 
thing. 

There is yet one Inſtance more of Unskil- 
fulneſs,that he charges upecn me, d:aravwy tv oi; 
*w, I tranſlate, perpendens ſuam Conditionem, 
conſidering the Circumſtances be « in, as 
Naogeorgus had tranſlated it before me ; the 
Dr renders it, perſiſtens in propoſico, proceeding in 
his preſent ways, according to Cujacius : nel- 
ther of vs produce any Inſtance of our Uſe of 
the word Jarero, nor pretend to do it ; we 
are mecrly upon the Gueſs, what ic muſt fig- 
nifie, by its relation to the Sentence : and 
which of us gueſſes beſt, is to be derermin'd 
by our Readers, Had I been never ſo much 
out, hz might have taken a more Courtly 
way of letting me know it, than by ſaying, 
that Lencon carries one thing, and his Aſs ano- 
they ; that is, the Writer of the Greek Epiſtle 

mecags 
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means differently from the 4% his Editor : 
This is ſuch a Compliment as there is but one 
Proper way of Returning ; Gentlemen do 
not uſe to reſent ſuch Language with their 
Pens only, But I forgive him ; *tis a Mode 
of Speech familiar to him, I find, and which 
he beſtows on every one he has to deal with. | 
In the 1 1th page, the Sophiſt is an Aſs under ; 
the Shin of a Lyon ; in the 59th, Phalaris min» 
ſelf is a mcer Aſinus ad Lyram. Since he is {© 
fond of Aſfinize Proverbs, I will throw himin 
One out of Ariffophanes, to Compleat his Col- 
Ietion. It is, "Orv tywy wire ; upon which 
Eraſmns has this Remarkadvle Gloſs ; Aftnns 
portans Myſteria, in eos dicebatur qui preter dig- 
nitatem in Aunere quopiamwverſantur ; velut ſiquts 
ignarus literarum Bibliothece praficerctur : 1n 
Engliſh thus, The Proverb of an Aſs carrying 
Myſteries, was apply'd to Thoſe who were preferr*d 
#0 ſome Place they did not deſerve, as when a Dunce 
was made a Library-keeper. And if that Library- © 
keeper ſhould ſo far miſtake his (?ffice, as to © 
think he was put there not to ſhew Books 
to Gentlemen that came to ſee 'em, but to 
keep the Door ſhut, he would be ſtill more 
unfit for the Place. Lhave had Worſe Treat- 
ment than this from Dr Bentley : for he has 
not only deny'd my Collator the uſe of the 
King's MS, but dealt with me all-along, as 
if I had ſeen it, and ugd it my ſelf ; once 
before, in the caſe of {rigor 3 Sa, and here 
agen in relation to Jars, Having no Au- 
thorities to countenance my Verſion of 9:27«/- 
wy by expendens, 1 laid hold of a different 
Reading in the King's MS, ſent me by my 
Collatos, where he aſſur'd me it was by. 

r 
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Dr Bentley puts on his Critical SpeCtacles, and 

finds, that tho” it be J@ Troy now, it was Ori- 

ginally 4:276v«»; and that the , has been eras'd 

by a modern hand, as appears by a Void Space : 

and upon this he triumphs over my Skill in 
peruſing the MS, when he knows it was fifty 

| Miles off ot me, all the Time of the Edition. 

* What Yojd Spaces now appear in that MS, how 

many Era(ings there are, or by what Hand, 

it matters not much to diſpute, or enquire. 

I own I overlook'd the fa/ſe accenting of theſe 

words, which he charges me with : but to ſet 

down my tranſlation of 4:4 Toy, oþ ea, andat 

the ſame time to ſay, I make it an Izterroga- 

tive, is according to Dr Bentley's way of re- 
preſenting things : he ſhoald either have been 

leſs ſevere with Me (a) on the 
account of My miſtakes of (*) Nos Phatarin Gram- 
this kind, or have taken more 22ficum habemus, ©1c. we 


Fiſ. i. e. qui perperam !cripta 


care to prevent his Own ; 
Some of which, ſince he 
condeſcends to theſes Trifles, I ſhall fo far 
comply with him, as to giye the Reader an 
account of, ; 

P. 8. rivag ev for nivag av. DP. 19. Ergy7s for 
vTEUEEs P. 18. und" ay for und" dv» Þ. 21. 
viTe Tas for dire» DÞ. 35« w5gdm mv; for os pan! mwis* 
P. 45+ "Iayas for lay, DÞ. 48. {on tor Cod. Ibid. 
ETe” for mal d'. DÞ. Gt. mivra for raylg. Þ. 70. 
2y for dy» DP. 94+ ounizentli Ss for gwen d'* 
P. 129. xTAimiuty for x7 AdTousr. Þ. 138. imatulw 
for ymwjulw. Þ. 139 tAdlaig for txxlars Ibid. Oo Ss 
0; for 5s is. Ibid. 4s for ds, Þ. 146, i72p 
for $ralgey. 


etiam capite punit. 
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The Reader will think the Controverſie runs 
low,when we begin thus to diſpute aboutAc- 
cents and Encliticks; and indeed l think ſo too; 
but how can [ help it ? My Excuſe muſt be, 
that I was obligd to engage the Dr in what 
way he lik'd beſt, and had not the Choice of 
my Own Weapons, 

And now are not Theſe, which I have gone 
thro', Mighty Blemiſhes to my Edition ? and 
fit to be inſiſted on by the Dr, in order to 
Humble Me and my Teachers? He takes care 
to tell me, that he can produce more Inſtan- 
ces of this kind ; I queſtion not but he may : 
but if he can find out no more Conſiderable 
Miſtakes than theſe, 1 think he may leave off 
Criticizing upon this SubjeQ. 

For my part I am not much concern'd , 
what the Men of Letters think of my Skill 
in Languages or Manuſcripts : but it concerns 
Dr Bentley to conſider, what the Men of Sin- 
cerity will think of his falſe and difingenu- 
ous Dealing ; what the Men of Modeſty and 
Humility will think of his Lofty inſulting 
Language ; what the Men of Good Nature 
and Candor will think of his Fierce and Vin- 
dictive Temper ; how the Men of Taſte and 
Breeding will reliſh his Scurrilous Language, 
his Frigid Jeſts, his Low and Clowniſh Ex- 
preſſions ; how the Men of Reaſon and Judg- 
ment will approve his Weak and Inconclu- 
five Ways of Arguing : It is a mighty Impu- 
tation upon Him, to have any of theſe Bad 
Qualities, or to want any of theſe Goed ones : 
bur it is no Great Blot upon Me, if I ſhould 
appear not to be exaRly well skilPd in the 
Learned Languages. , 

Was 
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I was ſatisfied from ſome Books lately writ- 
ten, what a wide difference there is between 
a Man of Cloſe Arguing, and Rambling Lear- 
ning ; ant how unnatural a Step it is for an 
Amanzuenſis to ſtart up a Profeſſor of Divini- 
ty. This indeed made me not expe&t much 
from Dr Bentley in the Reaſoning Way: but 
when he came to Matters of Pure Criticiſm, 
I thought One,who had bent all his Thoughts 
and Reading that way, One who has now the 
ſole Uſe and Power of the Kings Library, 
and had for many Years attended upon one of 
the Greateſt Scholars in Europe ; One that ſet 
out with all theſe Advantages, I thought, 
might eaſily have confounded a Young Wri- 
ter, that never aim'd at being a Critic in the 
Greek Tongue, or made the Niceties of it 
his peculiar Study and Buſineſs, But, to con- 
ſult the ſeveral Editions, to collate the Ma- 
nuſcripts, to turn over Dictionaries, nay, and 
to make *em ; and all this ado, only to find 
a falſe Accent, and an Eſcape in peruſing a 
Manuſcript ( which I haye ſhewn to be the 
utmoſt of the Dr's Atchievement on this Ar- 
ticle) ſeems to Me to ſavour too much of the 
CharaQter of thoſe men, who, as he himſelf 
makes the Obſervation, without conſidering 
whom it hits, loye to make a Noiſe about 
Trifles ; or (not to wrong him of his Own 
mote Elevated Expreſſions) ro 2nake a Tide and 
a Flood in a Baſin of Water. 

Nothing has done Learning morediſſervice 
among the Senſible part of Mankind, than 
that indiſcreet Value, which Men of Letters 
oftentimes put upon the moſt trifling parts 
of Knowledge ; that ,wuugopiaonuic in the way 
O 
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of Scholarſhip, of which Theophraſtus has gi- 
ven us a CharaQer, as it relates to Humane 
Life and Aﬀeairs. *Tis this that hg brought 
ſo ill a Report upon Criticks and Criticiſm, 
and ſunk extreamly the value of that Sort of 
knowledge, which has been of ſuch Excel- 
lent -m to the World, when wiſely em- 
loy'd. 

F A Good Critic, is aName that deſerves Ho- 
nour ; for it carries in it Probity, Learning, 
Reliſh, Good Nature, and Good Sence, with 
a great many Other very deſirable Qualities : 
but, as theWord is now generally employ'd, to 
ſignifie a Captious, Vain, Opinionative, Half- 
learn'd, Ill-naturd Cenſurer of other Mens 
Labours, I muſt confeſs, I think nothing can 
be more deſpicable. Let us ſtop a while, &er 
we take onr Leave of this argument, to con- 
{der their ſeveral CharaQters, 

A Good Critick diſtinguiſheshimſelf always 
by the Choice of his Subje&; it is ſome Point 
of Importance, and worth determining : an 
11] One is ever buſied in things of no manner 
of Uſe nor Conſequence ; and yet is as full of 
Himſelf, and his Performances, as if the 
Commonwealth could not ſubſiſt without %em. 

A Good Critic is modeſt and Decent in his 
Cenſures, Candid and Impartial ; he treads 
warily, uſes his Judgment much, but diſtruſts 
it more : ſpeaks with Reſpe of thoſe he dif- 
fers from ; never takes a pleaſure in inſulting 
over their Miſtakes, or leſſening their Repu- 
tations. Iſaac Caſaubon, Ger. Voſſins, and Gro- 
tins, were all men of this Caſt; and ſo was 
Menage too, till Baillet, toward the Latter 
End of his Life, provok'd him, The Cha» 

racter 
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racer which our Excellent Pearſon * givesof , , ,. 
him, is very remarkable, and fit to be conſi- ;;,;., 7» 
der'd by Dr E-atl:y 'efore he zppears agen Menage 
in the way of Crit! ':19, Cura anim! modera- 9fure 
tio! quantus Candy . veram Critice-n um nullius OE 
fame diſpendio exercere ,, nillins Exijrimationem © 
ledere, nullins Erroribrus inſultare, nuſquam ex 
HMuſtaceo Laureolam querere ;, per quos profeceris 
aperte profitert ;, a Vris Dottiſſunis non nſt ſalvo 
torum honore, apert- diſſentire * ut exclamare cogar, 
O TJecur vere Criticum fine Splene / IN which 
alſo he drew his Own, as well as Menage's 
Character. | 

Salmaſins and Scaliger had nothing of this 
in *em, they were all Gall, and Pride, and 
Pedantry ; which made the Vaſt Learning 
they were Maſters of fit ſo il] upo!: em, that 
the World hated and deſpis\l *em, at the 
ſame time that it was profiting by 'em : 
Mr iYatton tells us, There are ſome now alive 
whoſe Fame will on: day equal that of the Scali- 
ger's (of, as It 1+ in his laſt Edition, the 
Salmaſins'S) and Crotiu9s of other Nations |, + Refi: 
If he had put Salmaſins into Grotiz: s, and not 49 
. _— : and Mod. 
into Scalige's Reom, I would fo far have7,,,,;,, 
agreed with him, that there are ſom» now p. 335 
alive, who will inherit Their Fame, as to 
One great part of their Charater ; for they 
have All their 11 Qualities in Perfc&ion--- 
with but a ſlight Mixture of any of their 
Good ones. For my part, were Dr Bentley 
as great a Scholar, as Some ſay he is, or even 
as He thinks himſelf to be + 4-t 1 had rather 
pot know the Greek Alp-+-* rhan have his 
Knowledge, and his Manners r. :2ther : for :s 

(> much 
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much as I value Learning, I valueGood Sence, 
3nd Common Civility more. 

A Good Critic is rich in his own Store ; 
he has a ſure Fund of Good Judgment and 
True Knowledge, which he can truſt to up- 
on all Occaſions, without needing to rifle his 
Neighbours : but an Ill Critic, who ſets up 
the Trade without a Stock to manage ir, 
muſt be perpetually upon the Plunder : the 
great Employment of his Sagecity is, to find 
out Hints in Odd Corners «f Books, where, 
*tis probable, no-body elſe will look for 'em - 
the chicf Excrciſe of his J»ydging Talent lies 
in diſtinguiſhing, what Borrow?d Notions he 
may moſt ſafely put off for his Own, and with 
the leaſt danger of being Diſcover'd. 

A man of a ſound and well weigh'd Judg- 
ment is afraid always of ſtanding by himſelf 
in a New Opinion ; but a Swatterer inCriti- 
ciſm is bold, and f-rward; loves to maintain 
Paradoxes, and to defie the World, *'Tis 
enough to make him think a thing true or 
falſe, that every-body elſe has thought the 
contrary : for he has no way of Diſtinguiſh- 
ing bimſelf, but by being Singular. 

A Critic Really ſuch, always proportions 
his pains to the difficulty of the matter he is 
engag'd in, and dwells upen things more or 
leſs, as they want more or leſs to be dwelt 
on : buta Pretender js conſtantly improper 
and impertinent in his Learning ; where the 
Knot of a Diſpute is, there You find him 
very reſerv'd and filent ; but he lets looſe all 
his Criticiſms upon You in plain points, that 
No-body is in danger of miſunderſtanding. 

50 
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So have I ſeen the loſt Clouds pour 

Into the Seas an Uſcleſs Shower ; 
Whilſt the vex'd Sailors curs'd the Rain, 
For which Poor Shepherds pray'd in vam. 


To compleat the Charatter of a Critic, it 

is requiſite, that he ſhould write well in that 
Way he pretends to cenſure ; and be a Good 
Pattern, in order to be thought a Good Judge, 
The Ancient Criticks were generally ſo, as 
Ariſtotle, and Longinus, Tully, and Quintilian : 
but Some now alive have ventur'd to Criticize 
upon the Performances of very fine Pens, while 
they themſelves had the worſt in the World 
and have ſet up for Judges of Good Writing 
byÞ Taſt form'd upon the Opiniens, and in 
a Stile drawn from the Expreſſions of Modern 
Prefaces and Comments. 

"T were endleſs to reckon up all the Parti- 
culars that diſtingviſh their Characters ; 6n- 
ſtead ont, take a Refleftion or two which 
Monſieur Se Exremont *, (a Fine Writer, and « 1yy;cs 
a Good Judge) has made on this Subject. melecs, 

Troilemte 

1 have ſeen ( ſays he )) of Late Tears, Great 19"* 
Criticks in abundance, but few Good Judges." * 
That Learned Tribe is my Averſion, who are per- 
petually buſie in reſtoring corrupted Paſſages, that 
when reſtor'd are at laſt worth nothing. They ſer 
the higheſt Price on ſuch Knowledge, as one would 
chuſe to be without ;, and know leaft of thoſe things 
which moſt deſerve to be known. Having no fine 
way of thinking and ſpeaking themſelves, they car 
never enter into the Delicacy of another M1 ns 
Thought or Expreſſion. They would ſncceed very 
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, well tn explaining ard commenting upon a Gram- 
marian; for His mind is thrown unto much the 
ſame Mould with Theirs, and his Studies have 
lain zne fame way: but when they come to one of 
ehe Senſible and IWellbred Writers of Antiquity, 
they neither reliſh, nor underſtand him. Fs Sence , 
and way of Thinking, muſt necas be lock'd up to'en: ;, 
"tis ſo very differext fromtheir Own. In Hiftory, 
they know nothing of Men, or Afﬀairs, they turn 
all to Chronology ;, and ſo they be but able to tell 
Tou, what Tear Such an One was Conſul, they 
care not whether they are acquainted with his Cha» 
ratter, or the great Events that happen'd in his 
Time. Cicero with them goes only for a Maker of 
Orations,Czſar for a Writer of Commentaries; 
the Conſul, and the General, are loft to em. The 
Genius that animates their admrable Wr:ti-gy is 
210t felt +, the Remarkab.e and Inſtrufive r$. 
there are not obſerv'd, | 


I beg the Dr's Pardon for leading him into 
ſuch Writers as Brryere, and Se Euvremont, 
who think well, and ſpeak Juſtly, and quote 
little ; 1 know, upon all theſe Accounts, they 
are not for his Taſt : to oblige him therefore, 
1 will throw in a Little Latin here from the 
Preface of a Modern Critic ;, and I hope it will 
eo down with him the better for the ſake of 
the Place where 1 find it. Hc Criticum, ſays 
iy Author, v2 Pedagogico Faſtu t::mentem, aut 
Farragine quadem Trjune Eruditiois onuſtum for- 
mare aggreſſus ſum, ſed non minus F:dici9 quam 
Memoria ſua mentem ;, & qui probe calleat, quam 
pauca penitus in Veterum Monuments intelligamus, 
:deoq, Modeſte de aliis judicet, & ab Ommibus di- 
feere fit paratus. Volo tim ante onnia nits intelt;« 

gere 
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gere qd Vereres velint 5, & fibi diligenter eavere, 
ne Opinetny fe Scire quod Nejciat *®, Which » LeCler. 
Good Meaſures had Dr Bexrlcy, in his Criti- Przt. 24. 
cal Strdies and Attempts, vouckfaf'd to ob Art oi 
ſerve. he had f:v'd himſelf and Me the trou- 
ble of this Public Difpute about Phalari: : He 
hac not taſhly enter'd the Liſts upon an Ar- 
gument which he 1s by no means a Maſter of ; 
nor begun aa Indiſcreet Controverfie, without 
coniidering where it might End. 

He threatens me and the World with ſome 
f1.ther Remarks of this kind in Lat: ] ain 
nor. 1 conteſs, very apprehenſive of that; be- 
cauſe, if he had intended to write in that 
]onegve, it had been proper to have done it 
at firſt : for in that Tongue the Reflection, 
that has given him all this Uneafineſs, ws 
written; and in that Tongve therefore one 
would think it ſhould have been anſwer d, and 
this whole Controverſie ranag'd, But what- 
ever He may do, | cannot promiſe him that 
No other Language will be einploy'd againſt 
lim; nor that the Enquiries of Some, whom 
he has affronted, will not bc extended a little 
farther than theſe I iſſertations. 

| was indeed in hopes, when [I firſt put Pen 
to Paper, that the Diſpute would have Jain 
purely between Us Two, and have been dect- - 
ded by an Appeal to the Learned Men of our 
Own Nation : but I find the matter is not 
likely to reſt here ; Dr Bentley's Boaſts of his 
Correſpondence abroad, and of the Compli- 
ments that from thence have been paid him, 
have made it neceſſary to ſet Him and his Per- 
formances in as true a Light towards Forcign- 
ers,as they do, or will appear in here at Home: 

y 
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particularly to let Monſieur Spanheim, and 
Monſieur Grevics know, how miſtaken they 
have been in placing their Civilities upon One 
that does not deſerve em ; and can never be 
valwd, but where he is not known. 

If therefore I have not made uſe of all the 
Advantages againſt Dr Bentley, which he has 
given me, nor diſplay'd Him fully in all his 
Colours ; thoſe DefeRts, I hope will ſoon be 
ſupply'd by a Better Hand, that intends to do 
right to the Subjet, and to the Dr's Cha- 
racer, in a Tongue that will laſt longer, and 
go further : for, ſince Dr Bentley has appeal'dro 
Foreign Univer ſities, to Foreign Unjverſities BC 


mult go. 
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Fables of #}S O P, 
EXAMIND.- 


Had laid together fome Short Remarks 
upon the Reſt of the Dr's Appendix, 
which were intended to accom 
Theſe : but I ſhall be oblig'd to leave 
England before I can put %em into Or- 

der, However, I cannot part with the Dr, 
till 1 have given him my Thoughts of his 
Performance on eAſop ; and examin'd, whe- 
ther he has any better Grounds for oppoſing 
his Judgment to Sir Wiliam Temple's, in the 
caſe of the Fables, than in that of the Epiſtles. 
I cannor ſtay long enough on the SubjeR ro 
doright to it ; but what I hail be ale ro 
ſay, will, 1 hope, ſufficiently prove, that the 
Reaſonings and Diſcoveries in this latter part 
of his Work are perfe*ly of a piece with 
thoſe we have already had to do with ; and, 
let him diſpute againſt Phalars, or e/E/op, or 
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what elſe he pleaſes, that Dr Bentlcy will be 
Dr Bentley fill. 

He ſets out well - 1 am glad, ſays he, ro 
find a good part of the Work done ready toy my 
hand. For Monſieur Bachet, Szeur de Meziriac, 

* Dtfſert. has writ the Life of A\op in French F, Which 
P-35- Lifeth:® Reader now ſuppoſes that Dr Bexrley 
has real, and found to agree exactly with his 
own Sentiments ; but to his ſurprizc twill ap- 
pear, that the Dr has neither read it, nor ſeen 
it : for in the Next Line he confeſles that lic 
end never meet wit) it. SO that he hads his 
Work done to his hands in a Book thar he 
has not yet found - Booxs Loſt, and Books 
not yet come to his View, are as inſtructive 
to Him as any Books in his Stnay. 1lhere 1s 
no dealing with ſuch a Protound Scholar as 
this, who is as well read 1n what he has not 
ſecn, as in what hc has. But perhaps here, 
as. in Other caſes, he has his accounts at Se« 
cond Hand : not fo neither, he is purely up- 
on the Conjecture . and car eneſs from the 
great Learning of the Author known to him by bt, 
Other Works, that he has in a marner exhauſted 
the Subjett. That is, by his Mathematical 
Notes upon Diophantus he can gueſs what he 
ſays upon &f/op's Fables. But, methinks, *tis 
4 little nicely gueſs'd, that Mez1iac has in a 
manner exhau{cd the Subject : why ſhould not 
4 Man, that had written ſo well upon Djophan- 
ers, have quite exhauſted it f I begin now to 
gueſs ſomething too; and may be able to make 
out my Gueſs, e're 1 am a Month Older : 1 
am going into a Country, where A/eziriac is, 
I ſuppoſe, ro be had ; and, when 1 have ſen 
bim, perbaps I ſhall find, rhat Dr ” 
Ws | cn 
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ſeen him too tho? he forgotten it, 
For he pretends to preſent us here only with 
ſuch Things as have ejcapd the Obſervation of 
Others, and I now know him fo well, thatl 
ſuſpect him a Courſe whenever he ſers up fog 
Diloverics. The Bulineſs of Ocelus has given 
us One Remarkable Inſtance of this kind ; and 
this ſmall Piece we are upon will preſently, 
even without the help of AMeziriac, afford us 
Another. | 

The firſt of his few looſe Things which he ſan- 
c.es bave eſcap'd the Obſervation of Others, 15, that 
"tis very uncertain if (he would ſay whether) 
Aſop himſelf left any Fables behind him in VW-1- 
twig, This Hint has 1 believe cſcap'd the-Oh- 
ſervation of Others : for they that have ob- 
ſerv'd any thing about ir, have obſerv'd the 
contrary. | he Phraſe of Antiquity is the 
ſane, when they mention any thing ofe/op's, 
5$ it would have been, had they thought 
A.ſap really to have wroxe it ; the Ancients 
quote him juſt as they do Other Authors : 
whenPlato, Ariſtotle, Ariſtophanes,Plutarch,G alen, 
Themiſtius, Geliius cite any thing from him, *tis 
£5 Yong @'s tearuss Gs XV, x7 F "Alowmor kT F Argue 
us9o, inquit, &c. And how would they have 
expreſs'd themſelves otherwiſe, if-&/op'sWri- 
tings had confelledly lain before them? Dr 
Bent!ty fare will not be fo Captians as to ſay, 
that theſe Forms of Speech are not expreſs 
enough ; among all Authors that quote from 
others, «; t» and «s e2za{ey, arc Equivalent, 
and us'd indifferently. Biſhop Pearſon has 
lar2sly prov'd this in his Findicie Ignatia- 
1e ©, againſt Dailice who laid hold of this * Par. 1 
Cayil, to diſparage the Epiſtles of Jgnatins - $2. 
bt An 
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And I the rather referr the Dr to that Income 

parable Work, becauſe he confeſſes, with ſome 
ame, that he had either never read it, or utterly 

+ Diſſert. fqrg9t it *, A good account of his Acquain- 
#- 113- tance with one of the Firſt Books in the 
World, in the Way of his Profeſſion ! They 
that read Books at this rate, will be ſure to. 

write Books that will be fo read But not 

to forget our buſineſs — The Word tele 

it ſelf 1s apply'd to e/op, as an Author, by 

, Sridas, Aphthonius (a) , and 
mg «we ent " others : What Suidas ſays, 
var Th pevder” Tag 0 Jeſerves 2 Refletion > his 
(b)Eyals Te ty Azaze;, Words are (b), Kſop wrote 
eu oopuBavra t Cioniets Two Books of what beſel him 
C —_— ay wok angpig ok at Delphos; but Orhers arc 
_—_ 3 pong YR” rather of Opinion that he wrote 
DE nothing but Fables (c). So that, 
(c) Sutd15 explains &am tho ſome doubted, whether he 
agifare by abyrc, in tht wrote any account of what 
very place. happen'dto him at Delphos, yer, 
according to S:idar, no-body doubted but that 

he wrote Fables. Exſtatkins calls him expreſty 

not aoyo7e235 only, but wd:y22> ; expounding 

+ Ad ini- the one by the other +, The Words too of 
rium Iliz- the Old Scholiaft on Ari/ophares are fo full, 1 
4 A- think, as not calily to be eluded; 5 "Arn, 
A Sch. 3 fays he, # Tei wars nt avre aiye (d), That few 
_— ',, ay in | erms, he was a Writer, is becauſe 
" No-body had any ſuſpicions to the contrary : 

and when the Douht was not ſtarted, nor 
thought of, there was no need to guard againſt 

it. I have produCc'd ſome Ancicnts that ſay 

he did wrige; Dr Bentley does not pretend 

to inſtance in any that ſay, he 4id 19! : in- 

ead 
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ſtead of that, his beſt Arguments for this 
New Point are theſe that follow: 

The Old Man in Ariſtophanes (ſays he * ) * Þ. 136. 
learnt his Fables in converſation, {ual ty Supmoig. 
In which of his Dictionaries does Eun 6549 ſig- 
nifie Converſation ? Or is it neceſſary that 
what was learnt ata Feaſt muſt be learnt in 
Converſation ? might it not be a part of 
their Feſtival Entertainments, to have ſome 
agreeable Book read to them ? and might not 
eſop ſometimes be that Book ? If this might 
be the Caſe, then the Old man might learn 
his Fables at a Feaſt, and yet learn 'em out of 
a Book too, But ſuppoſe he did not, allow- 
ing that he learnt *em ig Converſation ; what 
follows from. hence ? that becauſe the Fa- 
bles of «A/op were in every-bodies mouth, 
and told at their Meals, by way of entertain- 
ment, therefore there was no written Collegi- 
on of 'em, they were preſery'd all by Memo- 
ry. If this be Criticiſing, I am ſure, Criti- 
ciſing has nothing to do with Reaſoning. 
By the ſame way of Deduction will I proye, 
that we have not a Written Creed now, nor 
ever had one : for have not all People from 
the Riſe of Chriſtianity down to this Time 
learnt it, without the help of a Book ? and 
is it not plain therefore that the Creed is pre- 
ſery'd by Memory only, and has never been 
committed to Writing * 

The Dr produces a Second Pallage in Ar+ 
f: phanes, where one man reproaches anothers 
{gnorance, thus us" "Aigwnoy TraTrxcs, Tox have 
ot read ſo much as Kſop; for ſo he himſelt 
tranſlates it: from whence, he ſays, one mighs 
conglude, that Xſop wrote his own Fables. : It 

they 
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they were his Own Fables, one might pret- 
ty ſafely conclude that he wrorc 'em ;, foi thoſe 
Writings are the moſt properly a man's Own, 
which he writes, But Dr Bentley, it ſeems, 
concludes from this very Paſſage, ( I cannot 
imagine How) that A ſop did not write *©m, 
Till ke tells us, by what Wonderful means he 
got to this Concluſion, I can ſy nothing tov 
it. Bu as for his Occaſional and Weighty 
Dehate, whether or NP 8” "At wry mwreTINS be 
a Proverbial Saying ſpoken of /l{iterates *; | can 
ſee no manner of reaſon why it was bronght 
in here, but meerly for the pleafare-f cou 
tradifting Eraſmus, and Sca/iger : Proverh, or 
no Proverb, I think, it equally proves, that 
there were Fables at that time, which went 
under the Name of «A/op;, and what advan- 
tage can be made of this, muſt be againſt Dr 

Bentley. 
The Cloſing Argument, that winds theſe 
Proofs up into a Demonſtration, is a Paſſage in 
Plato's Phedo, where Socrates 


| | ve Tpoxoipes Ax ovs x ſaysF: Among the Fables of Kſop 
wTrouuny pes Tos Arr Thad at hand, and remember d *, 
Tx, TETOp irvine os TY” 7 put thoſe into Verſe, that firſt 


Tots EvETUY 00+ , ' | 
* Or,knew to be is. curd to me: from whence 


the Dr ſhrewdly obſerves,chat 
Socrates does 19 ſay, that he made uſe of a Book of 
Fables : and from his not ſaying ſo wauld have 
vs believe that there was no ſuch thing as a 
Book of eA/op's Fables in Socrates time. Socra- 
res was now 1n Priſon, and in obedience to a 
Divine Admonition thought himſelf oblig'd to 
do ſomething in Poetry:he pitch'd upon </op, 
pntting into Verſe ſuch of his Fables as oc- 
curr'dto him ; and, if we may gueſs by what 
by WE 


Fables of . #\op, Examird. 237 


we have left of his doing,ſuch Fables occurrd 
to him as were neateſt his Own Caſe. Now 
what need was there of having recourſe to 
a Written eſop, for that, which he and eyery 
body remember'd ? or w hat wonder was it, 
that he had riot the Book by him in Priſon ? 
why, we are not ſure that, at the particular 
point of time when he did theſe Fables in Pri- 
for, he had fo much asPer and Jukallow'd him. 

This is what might be ſaid, ſuppoling 75. 
Ky £0 ſionife, rem: mber” d, as 'Dr Bentley trans 
flates it : but, With his jeave, I thiak the Mar- 
ginal ſence | have given of the word is the 
truer, and that the Paſſage? ought to be thus 
render d; Among the Fables of Klop I had at 
hand, and knew to be his, &c. for otherwiſe, 
there will be Three * expreſſions i in this ſhort * TI 
ſentence, that ſignifie much the tame thing, p#s « 5, 
over and over agen : a faultin writing, which "7*4#-7, 
Dr Beatley might eaſily fall into, but Plato a age 
hardly could. Andif this be the true tran- hw OY 
lation of the Words, they plainly, I think, 
imply, thatSocrares did make uſe of a Book of Fa- 
bles, whereas our Critic produces 'em to ſhew 
\ he did not. 

Of the Three Paſſages then, which he has 
brought to prove A/op no Author, Two, of 
em *Þ, if they prove any thing, prove dire- + £4 *A1- 
&ly the contrary : and the Other * proves ®7oy 7+ 
nothing, but thar Dr Bentley has read ſome- 7*mas" 
body, that has red Ariſt op! ANCS. - @p9 ce 

This 15 the Irrelitt)! le —_ with which "I TE 


Dr Bentley kas take: npor. him to confront * tual 
the Opinion of T+ 7 houſand Years ; ſuch *' 9varr 
Evidence,as one 4 ncradmit againlt Sim 

mias Rhodins, 0 1a 1:51 5 he honour of his 
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Egg, or his Hatcher. Is it fit, that Men ſhould 
make uſe of their little Skill in Letters, their 
Conjecures, their Fancies, their Dreams, to 
attack the Reputation of our firſt Maſters in 
good writing ? is it grateful, with ſuch 
groundleſs Suſpicions as theſe to fall upon the 
Father of Moral Fable, whoſe happy way of 
conveying knowledge has been ever ſpoken 
of with ſo much Reſpe@, and been of ſuch 
Rtanding Uſe to Mankind ? Has Dr Bentley 
ſworn to be at defiance, with every Man that 
writes Maſterly in his way? Sir William T em- 
peg belieye,could not be better plezg'd than in 
ingaffronted in ſo very Good Company.Let 
me tell our Critic,what I have heard from Wiſe 
Men,that Confidence and Paradoxesare not the 
true way to a Laſting Reputation;that the firſt 
point ofModeſty and Senſe is,never toContra- 
dit the whole World Necdleſly; and the next 
ro that, to be ſure never to do it, but upon 

very good Grounds. 
The Dr often gives me an Occaſion to ptt 
him ia mind of this Truth ; and more than 
Once in the very Paſſage we are upon : where 
he has laid hold of a Careleſs Exprefſion in 
Laertius (a Writer of his Own Form) to op- 
poſe Plaro's Account of Socrates, or rather $9- 
crates's Account of himſelf. Laertiz:s, he ſays, 
ſeems to hint that Socrates did but One Fable: 
and this ſeeming Shadow of an Hint, even 
from Laertins, is to bear down the Expreſs 
wad Authority of Plato, who ſays he did Seve- 
» afore ;,. ral *, The very Spirit of Atheneus is got in- 
fore quored © him, who undertook to diſprove ſome of 
p. 236. the moſt Remarkable Particulars of Socrates's 
+ L. 2. Life recorded in Xenophon and Plato, by the 
Ce 15, very 
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very ſame _—_ Way of Arguing, that 


Dr Bezr.tley ma 


es uſe of againſt Phalaris and 


e£ſop ;, the Silence and Pretermiſſion of Au- 

thors (a) : nay, and expreſſes himſelf in the ('7Y ter. 
fame Mannerly Way too, calling Plato, the ?: *+ 
beſt-bred Man in theWorld, Dog, and Lyar ; 
covertly indeed, whereas Dr Bentley has be- 


ſtow'd much the ſame Ti- 
tles (6) on thoſe Hediſputes 
againſt, bluntly and openly. 
But the Impartial Caſaxbon 
takes the part of thoſe Great 
Men, againſt his Author ; re- 
roves hisRudeneſs, and con- 
utes his Reaſonings ; and 
ſhews him to be, as Confident 
| Clowns generally are, all over 
miſtaken (c). The Men of 
Letters, I hope, will excuſe 
this Freedom ; No man is 
readier than I am to value 
Atheneus for what he oughtto 
be valu'd, the Fragments and 


(b) Lencon curries ome 
thing, and bis Afs another. 
P. 74 : 
ſomething uſeful to 2 Iyav 
beſides a pretty Iwyvention, 

P+ 17» 


(c) Dr Bentley has wventu- 
red to make uſe of theſe very 
Exploded Arguments of A- 
thenzus, 10 diſcredit Socra- 
tes's Epiſtles ; and uſhers *era 
in with this Glorious Ch:- 
ratter, Among other Erro: 
in Chronology tor which 4- 
theneus chaſtiles P1220, Dil. 
Þ- 93+ 


Remains of Antiquity which he has preſerv'd : 
but, to ſee him inſolently trampling on Great 
Names, is what I cannot bear without Indig- 


nation. 


I need noTranſition from hence to Dr Bent + 
ley , who,taking it now for granted, that &ſop 
did not write bis Own Fables, will tell us, Who 
wrote *em for him. Demerrins Fhalerers he 
thinks to have been rhe fir f that committed then 
. to Writing * : And if Others ſhould think that * V. :;*. 
he was nct the Firſt, they wou'd have ſome- 
what better Ground for their Thought than 
He has; for, without inſiſting on the Paſlage 


In 
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in Plato, they have Ariſtophanes, and his 
Scholiaſt (either of whoſe Words may be ta- 
ken in this caſe, I hope, a little ſooner than 
Dr Bentley's) to countenance their Opinion. 
Ariſtophancs , in the Paſſage mention d by 
Dr Bentley, plainly intimates, that there was 
a Book of e/£/op's Fables in H:s time; and Hzs 
Time was before Demetriuss. 'Oud" "Amory 
@:mTHM@a, 1S, ve Aſopum quidem legiſts : thus, 
the Scholiuſt interprets It  TerdTILAs avril Te 
@r;yvos ; thus the uſe of the word T*m71az; in 
other Authors || proves it ought 
jt Plato, in hs Phzdrus, £0 be tranſlated; and, whichis 
bas employ it juſt in this more than all, Dr Bentley him- 
manner, aaaz wiv Tovys Ti. felf has thus render'd it, Tou 
Clay avTor ET ann as rp!” have not read ſo much as Kſop. 

BIg* p» 273+ i. 6, Tifiam 19- = 
{um accurate triviſti, perlezi- How could e£/op be read at a 
ſti. Serranus has miſtaken the time, when he ſuppoſes that 
Sence of it, and ra»ſlated #t, there was no CalleQtion of 
Graviter pelumdediſti. eAſop's Fables committed to 
writing ? It happens indeed 
now and then, that Books are wr:tten without 
being Reaa (Some of Dr Bentley's Works 
will be a Proof of this) but it can never hap- 
pen, I preſume, that any Book ſhonld be read, 
without being written. There is another Paſ- 
lage in Ariſtophanes's Eig'u'v, where, ſpeaking 

of the Eagle, he has theſe Words, 


'Ey mio 'Arozrs Noyts £;nugedn 
Mr & mTevay as Otys aptypir Td. 


The Fable he referrs to, is that of the Eagle 
and the Beetle, which is in the preſent Col- 
leftion ; and, I think, he manifeſtly quotes # 
Colletion of Fables extant in His Time Ah 

Pre, 
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ſure, had he intended to quote ſuch a Colle- 
ction, he could not have n3?d Words that 
would more plainly have expreſgd his Mcan- 
ing. Toreturn to my point therefore, if 
there was a IW/rirtren eAſop in Ariſtophanes's 
time, then Demcrrizs Phalerers could not bethe 
Firſt whocommitted Afop*s Fables to Writing. 
All the mention we have of this Perfor- 
mance of D:«metrirs Is in Lacrtinre, who ſays 
it was call'd '472@747, and ' Aigoreu oy A545 wy Sura: 
2 0zat , by which, it ſeems to Dr Bexley, that 
they were in Proſe ; and if it ſhould /ce-r to any- 


' body elſe, that they were in Verſe, they have 


juſt as much Reaſon for their Fancy, as he has : 
unleſs by his Divining Faculty, he can, from 
the Titles being in Proſc, ſmel} out that the 
Work wasſo. Some, he ſays, may imagine, that 
they are the Same that are now extant : Home ! 
who ? not Meziriac I hope, becauſe he has 
not ſeen him. But, whoever theſe ſome be, 
Dr Bentley is againſt 'em. 7 wiſh (ſays he) 
they were [the ſame that are now extant} for 
then they world be well writ, with ſome Genius and 
Spirit (a). How are we to take him ? Wayld (a) Diff 
Demetriass Fables have been better than ingy F250 
were, if they had been ii!) excant ? or world 
the Fables that are exaat, and by ſome 
aſcrib'd to Demerrizs, be better than they are, 
if Demetrius had wrote 'em * Had Dr Peptley 
wiſl'd that Demons Fables were ill ex- 
tant, itihad been a Kind With ; becariſe Dimes 
trias Is thought a better Writer than He that 
compos'd theſe Fables ; but tt with Deance 
trius's the ſame that are nom C vEit, 1s £9 wiſh 
his Fables no berter written, nor with more 
Genius Or Spirit, than thoſe we have. 

R. Whom 
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Whom have we now after Demetrius ? why, 
Some-body, that wrote the Mud «2. and might, 
for ought any-body knows, be before him, 
For Suidas, the only Man the Dr finds that 
mentions thele MuJ,,2, giving no Intimation of 
the Author's Age, we are utterly at a loſs 
where to fix him; unleſs Dr Bentley can help 
us out here, and by looking into his Mouth 
tell us of what Age his Greek is. Probably 
he was of no One Age ; the Mid, or Mule in 
Verſe, like Our Preſent ColleQion in Proſe, 
were, ?tis natural to think, made up from ſe- 
veral Authors that wrote in ſeveral Times ; 
amongſt which Babrius himſelf (the next Au- 

thor he mentions ) might 


(b) BiBaia Sia, ſays have but a Share, tho? a very 


Suidas. 


(c) Ba3%1t uv; 1To1 


pub & 


BY* Bars © 704 pur : Mn 
Suitlis in -vnvicce Common Title of Meg9s Or 


Oin3ugt 


large one (b): for we find 
him often quoted together 


uidis W ot bau- ! : 
| ',. With, and as It wereunder the 


ELTTETS uvbes wi 04 uvhir Mut. e (c); and, by the bye, 


[4 
«14 u;* 


Suidas in BaBgizs* not to Sca ly b 4 
BaberG ty MuBlixgig Stidas Jy 


in Neuzo:c* 


meters to0 (F) ; which, if it 
were a Miſtake of Sidas, 
might probably ariſe from his finding him 
inix*d with the Other Writers of the 
Mufz4 : but 1am very unwilling to think it a 
Miſtake, becauſe the Verſesare fine ones, and 
worthy of Babrinss Whether this Gueſs of 
mine be right or no, 'tis ſomewhat better 
funded than the Drs, who judges theſe uuls 
to 


=_—_ — OTITIS WET OP. CT” 5 a —_ —_— _— 


# \ - F 3 bl Ll 
(1) ©4y79 wer” GAMHAGIAV $4 TwPeinv ps om, 
A To by . \ » , 
Ou z4%ud Coorri;* 6 uey x7! Veigy epnuby . 
Erg*gem', & oy Seporo uy agrtiav Tpeger avdfay* 
Suidas ingrampeny* 
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to have been written all in Elegtac Verſe, be- 
cauſe he finds under this Title Two Pentame- 
ters quoted ; and beſides, in Three different 
Places, Three Hexameters, which might have 
no Pentameters after them ; and(to ſtrengthen 
his Inference yet farther.) another Inſtance of 
Two Hexameters together. This the Reader 
will find ro be a true State of the Caſe, if he 
will take the trouble of conſulting the Para- 
graph, where this New Thought is in a8 New 
a Manner furpriziogly well handPd. 

| had like here to have overlook2dOne Con- 
ſiderable Branch of the Dr's Diſcovery,where 
he informs us, that theſe Fragments of the 
MyuSae belong to the Eſopic Fables, which, he 
ſays, bas nor yet been objery'd, that be Inows 
of (a). 1 believe nobudy ever read theſe (4) Diſſer. 
Fragments but obſerv'd it ; however they p. 236. 
kept their Obſervation to themſclves, becauſe 
they knew no-body could read *'em withont 
obſerving it. For to what elſe could{ Frag- 
ments of Fables, written after the manner of 
eſop, belong, but to the eEfopic Fables ? 
which Title is known to comprehend not on=- 
ly theFables ſuppos'd to have been written by 
e£/op himſelf ; but all Others, fram'd after his 
Model. | 

The Reader remembers, that after Deme- 
trius came Some-tody, who might as well, for 
any thing we know of his Time, have come 
before him, * ow aiter this So-e-body comes 
One Babrins *, who has the :dvantage indeed * Dig. 
of our Laſt Author in having a Name, and no p. 140+ 
otherwiſe : for his Time is equally a Secret 
to us. Avienxs, *tis true, by the Order he has 
plac'd him in, ſeems to think he was before 

K 3 Ph#- 
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Phedrus;, but how little, or how long before, 
no body can determin, So that this Babrizs, 
that liv'd we don't know When, comes after 
an Author, we don t know Who, and equally 
living we don't know When. 

The Chronology of Babrius being thus 
ſettl'd, the Dr proceeds to his Character , 
and fays, he was a Writer of Size and Quality : 
I agree with him in his Meaning, tho” his 
Wording of it bea little Particular. Babrivs ; 
was indeed, as far as we can gueſs by the 
Small Remains we have of him, a very valua- 
ble Author, and deſerv'd to have liv'd as well 
as Phedrus himſelf : He has not been loſt ſo 
long as Phedrus was ; may he be recover'd as 
entire! His Draughts are all Natural, his 
Expreſſion Lively, and his Turn of Verſe Nu- 
merous and Proper, But the Dr has by no 
means done right to his Character in the In- 
ſtances he has given us to Judge him by ; which 
are cited imperfetly Both, and the Laſt of 
'em extreamly to hisdiſadvantage. TheFirſt, 


about the Sick Lyon, which the Dr has thus 
quoted, 


Lo 

: , C14, Tis VEIQ 

% » » b, \ » b 
Kejuyzy £B5BAnT', ts, dAnJeEs dd jparwy* 


be may pleaſe thus to ſupply, 


Oka row anvavyy © (®) did ms view 
Ke vu £BiBAut KC 
To the next, #pi-z5 5 yai rluerhogs nnd roidug, 
He may add theſe Two Beautiful Verſes, 
X Kot- 


&\) Yiundac 5 4 . / Mi : D s J 
"_# Sag wan n @MAvVYE, Where xaicmwis,1 ſuppoſe, a Corruptign of 
08 ty 6s 


SEO OY 0 II 


T—— 7 —— — —————— 


Fables of Aiſop, Examin'd, 245 


Kana AtorrF, ain airns 

ArSogut (+) wis* © Ss Azop *9vuc9n* 

$piZay os yarns, Ke Std 1 264567 er” 
and this (to his Ercrnal Scandal beit ſpoken) 
is a Plain Preof that he has not read over all 
Suidas, Nay, I have reaſon to ſuſpeft, rhat 
he is got no further than K,7 « ; which | ob- 
ſerve here to bc the utmolt Line of his Cita- 
tions, I would not have the Reader ſlighr 
this Diſcovery of mine; for ?tis as conliderable 
as any of Dr Bentley's, thatare purely his own, 

To oblige our Critic, who 1s {o fond of 

New Hints, I will ſuggeſt One to him, that 
he may, if he pleaſes, improve at his Leiſure. 
In the Scholia on Thucydides (p. 266.) there 
1s a Paſlage quoted, $4 7) 7% Arras vor ; and 
the words of it are, 


w—_— No; xo 50% ater 
Tpixa 75, 4235 4 AA97 £4 44490 WC Wy, 


Now here's a New Author for Dr Perry, 

one that writ Fables alteruately in Sca'zons 

and Iambicks ; or here's a Proof at leaſt that 

Babrius (whoſe Verſes theſe ſeem to be) did 

nat write all his Fables in Scazons apmivd : 

which may alſo ve further confirm'd from this 

paſſage in Suidas * » nd by him out of Ba; s;,... 
brins,g# avIpoura td ;Z "o , anna Tal uo; THAYUYHUGE Athreies” 

ms; for it runs natu. ly into theſe Verſes, 


8% $0219 av0gwT :4 
Ew, GAA Stiuryts TRAGQuyTION TMVES: 


. R 3 1 _ 


—_ 


(Þ) The lri? Mez(? ure of the 2 Verſe requires 1 that it ſhould be $62 ag” 
uy. But the Paintirg s more Lively, according 10 0 [the Prejent 
Numbers. 
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I ſuggeſt this Thought to the Dr to enrich 
his :iJertation with, when he puts it into 
Lar:'u. After he has done ſo, Some-body per- 
haps may ſhew him, that *tis founded on a 
Miſtaken Reading of thoſe two Pallages ; but 
till then, [ ſhall leave?%em as | found 'em. 

Aiter theſe Light Skirmiſhes, Dr Bentley 
comes at laſt to his Main Point; pretty early, 
I thank him : for he is not yet gor quite Half 
v ay in his Remarks (that ſhould be) upon 
et/op. He now draws all his Forces againſt 
the Preſent Sett ; and his arguments, I find, 
(waking allowance for afew Stragglers,which 
I ſhall fetch into their Ranks) warch in this 
Order, Firſt he attempts to prove That 
Parcel of tlic Preſent Sett which Meveler put 
ont, to be younger thaneA/op (a); in the next 
place, that it is even recentcy 1/27 Babrins (b) * 
and laſtly, that the Other Parcel, of 'em, 
which he aſcribes to Planrades, Is yet Younger 
than Neveler's (a). 

Upon the Firlt Article he performs very 


' notably ; he is todete@ the whole CXXXVI 


OTITIS I II— ry  _—_ 


to be Spurious : Now wonld | willingly Com- 
pound for the Odd XXXVI(if our Critick will 
give me leave to call an Even Numyer fo) ; 
but how Many do You think he has diſ- 
proy*d ? No lefs than Oze ! and here endeth 
this Argument. 

Not being able to proceed any farther here, 
he drawsback, and falls once again upon his 
Firſt Preliminary, thet e-/op nrote 10 Fables ; 
which, having now waded deep in the Con- 
troverſie, he clearly perceives, becauſe the 
CXCIIId is told by Ari/f/or!c differently from 
what it is in 'F/op, and in 7c; differentty 

from 
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from what it is in Ariſtorle. Now here's a 
Long Chain of deſperate Conſequences ; for 
if Dr Bentley has provd any thing, he has 
proy'd Ten times more than he is aware of, 
If «£/op did not write this Fable, be: auſe A/- 
ftotle gives differeiut Circumſtances of it ; then 
neither did Ariſtotle writeit, becauſe Lucian's 
Account of it 1s as different trom His, as His 
is from X/ops. Nay, according to Dr Bent- 
ley, neither has Lucian told this Fable, tho? we 
find It in his Works ; becauſe it is otherwiſe 
to!d in our preſent Sett, which the Dr ſup- 
p- ſes written by a Man more MoJern than 
He. All that can be gather*d from the Little 
Varieties in the ſame Fable, is, that they who 
had occaſion to tell it, went no furtier than 
their Memory for it, where the Main of the 
Fable, and as much as was for their purpoſe, 


lay. And as for the Nice Circumſtances of 


it, they either miſtook *em by accident, or 
thought they could vary *'em for the bet- 
ter. 

This Digreſſion has kindly ſupply'd tke 
Room of his Firſt Attempt; in the * ext, he 
endeavours at ſomething that is really to his 
Purpoſe; and if his Proof were Fx//, and 
were his own, I, for my part,fhould thank him 
for the Diſcovery : but as it is neither, 1 ſhall 
take the liberty to ſhew both That and Him 
in their Proper Colours, and to do Juſticeto 
the Dead whom he has pillage'd. 

His Pretence, and his Words are, that re 
Author ©, the Parcel witch waspubliſh'd by Neve- 


J 


letus d 4 nothing elſe but Epiroaize Babrws, ana 
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put him into Proſe (a). Granting he didit, -,, n;. 
. x 5 \ J I, * 
whom are we to thavk for this thought ?p, .,.. 


R 4 Dr 
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 Þr -eniey fays, Himſelf; for He diſcover'd 
1414, z-(4), But there's an Honeſt Editor of the 
re 242* Drs Acquaintance, a Man of a Fair CharaQter 
and who has not yet been convicted of any 
Trick, that puts in for the Diſcovery : let us 
hear what he ſays, and what the Dr can an- 

ſwer to it, 

Nevyelet. A Diſc overy, at this time of day [ 
why, 1 found It out Forrſcore Years ago, and 
Publiſh'd it to all the World in my Editionof 
X/ep. 

Dr Beatley. What care I for Your Editi- 
on ? I found it out my fclf. 


Nev. Not care for my Edition / You 
conſtantly referr tor, and make uſe on't, and 
Quote my Preface(b) : doesn't all your Diſpute 
turn upon Nevelct's Parcel? how can You pre- 
tend Ignorance ? 
Bezt. | pretend to publiſh ſuch Things only ) 
as have eſeapd the Obſervation of others ;, 1 have 
done ſo, and I'l] ſtand to'r. 


New. Stand to what You will, 'tis My 

Obſervation, and I'll :7#:a5k You. Have not 

I ſaid, after quoting a Scazon out of the Proſe- 

Fables, Redolent hec ut plurima alta harum Fabu- 

larim Verſus Tambicos 5 atq, utinam exſtarent hz 

Verſus, unde hac deſumpta ſunt ;, Babrium ipſum, 

quantum video, Integrum haberemus, cujus jam 

{\ Net. in Umbram tantum C& Epitomen habemus (c). What 
tub. 1©7. have You ſaid more than this comes to? 

Bent. Yes; 1 dowt call'em, asYou do,barely 

Tanibicks, I call 'em Choliambicks, and Ssazons : 

beſides, You ſpeak doubtfully, redolent ber, ut 

plurima alia, Verſus Tambicos : but I ſpeak poſt- 

tively ; My Expreſſionsare, There are moſt — 

febic 
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fible Foot ſteps, This is a manifeſt turning out of 
Cholianbicks : Who doewr diſcover here a Sca- 
201 * 

Nev, You haye indeed a Peculiar Way 
of Speaking ; but what elſe have You added 
to my Dicovery, beſides Confidence ? You 
endeavour what You can to diſzniſe what You 
take tr9m me ; but after al), there appears 
upon you here and there not only a Sameneſs 
of Senſe, but a Sameneſs of Words too, which 


could rv {all out by Accident * * and this is Your * Diſſert. 
Own Way of tracing a Plagiary, The moſt ?+ 37: 


Remarkable Hint of mine, Cujs jam EPITO- 
MEN hab«1;us, don't youtranllate it literally, 
and ſay, that the Author of that Parcel did 
nothing but EPITOMIZE Babrins ? 

Beat. 1 don't go upon Hints; I have de- 
monſtrated, *tis my Thought, by ſhewing the 
very manner in which I found it out. 7 diſs 
coverd it by this means ;, I obſerv'd in 'em ſeve- 
ral Paſſages, that were 1:0t of a Piees mith the reſt, 
vut bad a Turn and Compoſition plainly Poetical, 
as in the CCL.XIIN Fable, which begins thus 
"OvF manry(ag anonone Nwndgeine This 1 ſaw was 
a Choliambic Verſe (4). 


Nev. I know where you faw it ; *twas inÞ+ 143: 


my Notes upon this Fable, where I have 
theſe Words, "OzF T3.TH(,a; xIAGTE., &Cc. Verſus 
Tambicus Scaznn- - 


Bert. But I improve upon this, and fay— 
] :reſently ſuſpetted that the Writer had taken this 
jt of Babrius. 

Nev. That's the very Tranſlation of my 
Words, that follow, — Qrales Babrias ſeripſit, 
ae ſatis ſcio nun Babriz ipſins, Now, _—_ 

ou 
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You had obſerv'd ſeveral Footſteps of Scazons 
in the Fables, is it credible that You ſhould 
take Your Firſt Hint from that very Fable I 
did, which comes ſo Late in the Bouk (b); 
when the ſame Hint nit-ht as well hve been 
taken from ſeveral Fabies before it ! Cume, 
come, Dr, this bears hard upon You ; the 
Footſteps of Babriws are not near ſo plain in 
the Fables, as the Footiteps of my Notes are 
in Yonr-Remarks. 

Bezpt. | tread in No man's Footſteps ; tis 
well known, I have declar'd loudly againſt 
Fil:hing ;, do you think I'd turn Filcher my Self ? 
Foreign Profeſſors know me better. 

eV. Vizzanins, and I, know You better 
than They do; and the World ina little time 
ſhall know You as Well as We do. You 
thought You might ſafely injure the Dead; 
but the Living ſhall do us right upon You, 
ſtrip You of all Your borrow'd Plumes, and 
return em to their ſeveral Owners : You may 
read Your Fate out of theſe Verſes of Yirgil. 


His Bentlejus ovat Spolizs, gaudetq, potitzs. 
Neſcia Mens hominue: Fati, Sortiſq, future ; 
Et ſervare modum rebus ſublata ſecundi: ! 

Illi tempus erit, magno cum optaverit enptium 
Intattum Neveletum, & cum Spolia iſt a, dito;:7, 
Oderit 


The Caſe between Nevelet and Dr Bentley 
is fairly repreſented in this Dialogue ; and if 
any-body ſtill thinks that the Dr ſtruck out 
this Hint purely by his own Sagacity, I'm ſure, 
I ſhall take no further pains to convince him ; 
but go on to examine, how far the Diſcovery 
reaches, Dr 
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Dr Bentley has inſtanC'd in $:x Several Fa- 
bles, in which he finds the Traces of Babrius's 
Scazons. Inthe Two Firſt he has pretry good 
Colour for what he ſays ; becauſe Suidas has 
preſerv'd Three Scazons of Babrius, the 
Words of which are moſt of 'em to Le found 
in theſe Two Fables, and very near in the 
ſame Order. In the Four next he does not 
£o upon ſo good Gronnds , but indulges his 
Fancy,without having, the Authority of Suidas 
to back him in it. He finds out ſome Words 
that will run into Scazons, or Pieces of Sca- 
zZ2ns ; and, withcut any more ado, concludes 
from thence, that [Theſe were deſign'd for 
Scazons, and rhole Scazons were Babriurs, 
That the Two firſt of the Four have ſome- 
thing of a Poetical Turn I agrce with him , 
particularly the Concluſion of the Second, 
methinks, is Noble,' and not unbecoming Ba- 
brius. 

—— gas, Avy, 1, na 
Tov are pw} T9 2&9 [0 £707 WAH TH 

The Reſt are fo Flat, and ſo Unmuſical, that, 
I can ſcarce ever think *em dehign'd ior Ver- 
ſes; or if they were, yet I have too great 
a Regard for Fabrins, to think 'em Nis, Others 
beſide Babrius might happen to turn a Fable 
the ſame way ; Dr Bently onght to know, 
that Callimachus did ſo. As for One of 'em, 
ti e CLXVh, Dr Bertley very unluckily pitches 
vpon it, to prove it tranſpros'd from Zabrzzs, 

Ic! 1cgins in the Proſe, EE IN 5 des :peabvay 


Ave um fy tg" ev; ET 
TY 5 AE Iv Va VIS, i S$TerBun;: 


A Good 
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A Good Judge of theſe things eaſily perceives, 
that the Firſt of theſe Verſes has nothiny Har- 
monious in the Numbers, or Poetical in the 
Expreſſion of it ; aad would conclude there- 
fore that this Fable was not taken from Pa- 
briws*s Scazons, tho? he had no other Evi- 
dence of ir. Bat it happens, that Two Ver- 
ſes, truly Babrius's, and relating to this Fa- 
ble, are preferv'd in Suidzs, which utterly 
overthrow Dr Bentley's Criticiſm ; for the 
Wording of 'em does nat in the leaſt fall in 
with That of the Proſe.. The Verſes are, 


(x) Suid, (4) Tor T&ryav trawl” 1 ty Louie 

6) tha. "ETz1uzy 4s Gverrke Azviayttpons (6). 

Laſt is 4 If the Proſe Fable had trad Babriws ſo nearly 

<%' in the beginning, it would have carried ſome 

*. * Reſemblance to him throughout ; and there- 

fore in Oze of his Six Dr Bentley 1s Evidently 
miſtaken ; and muſt gueſs again, before he can 
make up his Number, 

In the mean time I deſire the Reader to 
take notice, that there are in Suidas Frag- 
ments of Babrius belonging to above Twenty 
Several Fables ; and our of all theſe Dr Bert- 
tty has been able to produce but Two that 
have the leaſt Agreement with our Proſe Sett : 
the Reſt are widely ditterent in their Expreſ- 
fon, as appears by comparing 'em with the 
particular Fables to which they belong ; which 
in moſt Caſes may be done with Certainty, 
Nay,we have one entire Fable of Babrius,about 
the Swallow and Nightingale, and another large 
Fragment of Nine Lines, about the Prieſts of 
Cybele ; and the Fables that anſwer to theſe 


in the Proſe are now extant ; and are - far 
rom 
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from reſembling Babrizs's Verſes, that they 
have ſcarce a Word the ſame with 'em, 
With what Face therefore could Dr Bentley 
Pronounce It Evicently apparent , that the Aus 
thor of theſe Proſe Fables did nothing elſe bus Ept- | 
romize Babrius * ? ?T would be fol as good a © 0457 
Conſequence, ſhould one ſay ; becauſe we find, 
that Two or Three Fragments of Erin, are 
with ſome little difference plainly inſerted 
into YVirgil's Eneid ; therefore 'tis Evident, that 
Virgil did nothing elſe but tranſcribe Ennivs. 
After Dr Bentley's way of Arguing, I could 
eaſily prove, that all Neveler's parcel is tranſ- 
pros'd, or (as he would call it) rradudÞ, not + P: 147. 
from Old Babriass Scazons, but the Modern 
Gabriass lambicks. * That they- are more 
« Recent than Gabrias, I diſcover'd by this 
© means, I obſerv*d in em ſome Paſſages that 
« had a Poetical Turn, as in the 193d Fable, 


70 % ” \ Lb , 
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This I faw was an Iambick Verſe; and (ha- 
ving firſt ſeen it obſerv*d in Veveler's Note 
upon this Fable) I preſently ſuſpected that 
it was taken from Gabrias, and was ſoon 
confirmd in my Judgment : for upon con- 
ſulting his Verſion of the Fable, I found 
this Verſe there, Whence it Evidently ap- 
pears, that the Author of this Parcel did 
« nothing elſe but enlarge upon this Sorry 
<« Poet, and put him into Proſe. 1 could go 
on producing Other Inſtances of the kind, 
which would make ovt the Point about Ga- 
brias much more clearly and plainly than 
Dr Bentley has made out His about Babrjvs , 
but I have a greater regard for my Own, and 
tor 
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for my Reader's Time, than to throw it away 
upon ſuch Trifles. 

'Tis ſo far from being a Mark of Acuteneſs 
to point outa few Scazons or Jambicks in the 
Compaſs of a Book, that, on the contrary, 'tis 
hard to find a page of Greek Proſe any where 
without '*'em. Ariſtotle has long ago ovbſerv'd 
for the Greek, and Tully for the Latin, that 
thoſe Languages run naturally into this Sort 
of Metre ; and that *tis difficult even'in Com- 

mon Diſcourſe to avoid it (a). 
(4) Magn mores 4 Nay, to ſhow how little can 
pirgor *LxuBdz e8iyſer) he made of ſuch Conjectures 
_— arift.Rhet.l.3.c.8, Theſe; I dare undertake to 
ntagzen -— "MALALGL » 
Aermbu Top erp or 7 het find in theſe Fables any Sort 
Bay bar" THE) Ss Taro, of Verſe that Dr Bentley ſhall 
6 30 12364 A) oe pitch upon z and many more 
to avunin"pye 29s Verſes of ſome Sorts, than 
yn herein 3. the Dr has produc'd Scazons, 
(i. e. lambicks and Scazons) I will give him an Inſtance or 
effugere vix poſſumus; mag- TWO of this kind, to ſhow how 
nam enim partem exIambis yery fanciful 'tis poſlible for a 
noſtra conltat Oratio. man to be in theſe matters, 
C if, UF 4107, 
with how very ſmall Grounds. 

The Fable of the Fly, in the Greek Proſe 
runs thus, Muiz (479% 6s LUTE@v xpigrO, treid'q 
PIPES 145 eenyten Tgos | eauriin-d) £ 14935 x, Bibew- 
rc ty TW 2 x) 14241421, Kg v Sm avs, 4d; ine wor * 
Now *tis the Eakilt thing i in the World tore- 
ſolve theſe Words into Hemiriambs, Or Ana- 
cr eonticks, with ſome Slight Allowances in the 
Meaſure. 

Mui” Eurrel 0: » Ca yuTe: 
#$ 0$+0* 00 00 0 + ETe:Þ'n 
"SroTviy 6d" FaenAer, 
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"E074 Mev BeBewna, 
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Ard this Conjecture, I might ſay, is fo much 
the more probable; becauſe not only the Num- 
bers, but even the Humor and Matter of the 
Fable is Anacreontical. 

Agen, in the Fable of the Nightingale and 
the Hawk, we have theſe Trochaicks, 


"NAA" £30Þ dgpon &v alwy 
Fi TEp'lw es yeeo' £70 ulw, &c. 
In the Concluſion of the Fable of the Frog, 
ve have theſe Words, 
— 4 S 
"I Sop Enxarls, ms drabn(iurle ; 


Who doesn't ſee that this Fable was written 
in Long and Short Verſes ? 

That of the Lover and his Two Miſtreſſes is 
told twice in the Preſent ColleQion ; in the 
Parcel printed before Nevelcr thus,” *Arie ms wt 
olw Ex@v sBlu I've Eyer erwgas, 1444 My Jetud, Thy d: 
iTiear via" TE 1 wi you's 798 wartung Thx As EMIAA EY) 
&s Yiewle Taro Gins(,a n Ds via ws maids, fas ay 
TY Ganarey £7.11) 6 wal & amivrur Now the 

reateſt part of this will run naturally into 
Long and Short Verſe, 


Arp + +++ ++ ++ +++++ fy PT ETULES 5 
[Thi] was piy yeoun, mn S746. 32 rhay* 

Tourw I 1 wiv youre Mhary Tpizas [ arty] may 
['Fx xaqdAncs avdis f)] 1 vic mals monu's* 


* 4 » £ ig 
« ++++ +** * ey[ov PaAKpIDy K ad Þ & may may 


But 
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Byt notwithſtanding theſe near Reſemblances 
of ſevcral Sorts of Verſe, that are to be met 
with in our Proſe Fables, I am far from think- 
ing that the Fables in which they are found 
were written firſt in Anacreontic, Trochaic, 
or Elegiac Meaſure, and from thence made 
Proſe ; and ſhould any one 7retend to prove 
it from hence, they would engage I think 
in a Ridiculous Attempt. The Compoſers 
of theſe Fables might accidentally ſo range 
their Words as to fall into theſe Meaſures , 
the Beſt and the Worſt Writers often do ſo, 
without being aware of it : In Sir Wiliam 
Temples and Dr Bentley's Engliſh, how many 
Blank Verſes are there, which they themſelves 
never thought of, or intended ? and there- 
fore nothing, I ſay, can be built upon ſuck 
Vain and empty Conjectures, 

However, ſo well ſatisfied is the Dr with 
his Performances of this kind, that he trium- 
phantly concludes, Thus have I prov'd One Half 
of the Fables that carry the Name of Fiop, t9 be a 
Thouſand Tears more Recent than He |, His 
Proof, without any manner of Miſrepreſenta- 
tion, or Ridicule, ſtands thus. 

« If out of an 136 Fables, Two, by leaving 
** out Some, and putting in Other Words, 
* and changing the Order of *em, looklike 
* Two Fragments of Babrius preſerv'd inSu;- 
4s, then ”tis Ev'dent that theſe were tranſ- 
pros'd from Babrir!s : and if in Four more 
there are ſome Reſemblances of Scazons, of 
* which no Footſteps appear any where elſe, 
*© then theſe alſo were tranſprog?d from Sca- 
*© zons ; and thoſe Scazons muſt be Babrims's: 
* and if the Paſſages ia theſe Six Fables are 

bor- 
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* borrow'd from Babrius, then the whole 
* Parcel of an 136 (among which theſe Six 
* chance to be found) are certainly Later 
© than Babrius: and if they are Later than 
& Babrius, (Whoſe Age we certainly know no 
* more of than that he liv'd before Aves) 
*© then they are certainly above a Thouſand 
** Years more Recent than e£/op. 

Having by this Sobtle Chain of Conſequen- 
ces drawn down the Date of Half the Fables 
a Thouſand Years below «A/op, he goes on 
with the ſame Clearneſs and Strength of Rea- 
ſon to prove the Other Half more Modern 
than They. That they are not from Kſop's Own 
Hand, we may know, he ſays, fromthe LXXth, of 
the Serpent and the Crabfiſh, which is raken 
from a Scholion, or Catch, much older than X- 
ſop(a). That this Scholion is older than Aſop 
he. has,l believe,no manner ot Authority to ſay? Þ 
Atheneus, who cites it, intimates nothing of 
the Ave of it ; and if it were Older than 
F/op, "might not Aſop take Occaſion from it 
to raiſe a Fable of his Own? So that the Dr's 
Proof has theſe two ſmall Defects, that the 
bottom on which he goes is a Precarious Aſ- 


. ſertion, and the Inference he draws from 


thence wild and unreaſonable, 

After this, he obje&ts againſt a New Beaſt, 
and a New Bird, to be met with in our preſent 
Sett, which were utterly unknown to all the 
Ancient Naturaliſts. As to his Ze aſt, Bevevegr, 
tis, I own, a New Sort of Monſter ; and fo 
New, as not. to be met with in the Elder MSS 
of Eſop, nor even in ſeveral of the Modern 
ones. Yoſſins's MS, and A in the Bodley- 

Libras 


"» 


257 


ap _ 


258 Dr Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 


Library, inſtead of Bevwpw WerTYLVTES, read, 

Broud mn wwe;rres : this Broke m, Lis likely, might 

be Bi at firit,(which may be obſerv'd through- 

out the Fables to be the Prey the Lyon gene= 
3 Brow! rally feeds uponÞ) and from the Confuſion of 
hence the ©9ſe Two Words, & and *veirrzs, our New 
Epithet of SOT Of Beaſt might eaſily ariſe. 


Pope ys" Bg222% els #ornluy Tem Iam rior Suidas in Bapas* 


Perhaps too the Original of the word 

Bz72As may be trac'd from the ſame heedleſ- 

neſs of a Tranſcriber. It might formerly 

have been *"Ovraars, the ſame with "Oprears, 

*'Oorg. (2S fvrdnry © Is with Grin *) and the B, 
axon, 4+ Which ſtood there for the %.umber of the Fa- 
wine mw ble, being joyn'd to the firſt word *Ou7gar,, 


_ might create this New Species of a Bird. 

/SoATOHy 

6: dAx8,.Tevivss, x, ngep2rents, Heſych. in *Opreazyor : for which 
Nicander uſes Ovraaryo* It xptuarpmin 2/eſychius may be inter- 
preted Aves Penſil-s, Birds hurg up in Cages, the Wording and Mat- 
ter of the Fable will fall in very naturally with this Gueſs about”Ov- 
Tas ; for it begins thus, BoureAs ami mQ Weis expire —» 


But whether or no This be the way in 
which theſe Words crept into the Text, is 
not worth inſiſting upon ; it ſeems plain to 
me that they ſprung from ſome Corruption 
of it, ſince they are not to be met with,that I 
can find, inany other Author, Ancient or Mo- 
dern, or in any Other Fable of «op, but 
theſe Two only, And if a Modern Corrupti- 
on of any place in a Book prove the Book it 
ſelf Modern, there js no Book but may be 
prov'd ſo, 

Upon the ſame falſe Ground his next Ob- 
jection about the Hebraiſm is built : _—_ 
0 
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L, of Boar *v Th napdins Voſſins's MSS reads, immy 
it Iraeyiters Dr Bentley, who pretends to ſuch 
1- a Sagacity in the wav of Critic, and talks as if he 
» had conſulted all the MSS of e/op upon this 
f occaſion, ſhould,methinks, have obſerv d theſe 
s | Various Readings, and have had the Skill tc 

| make uſeof 'em. 

4 There are yet Two Fables more inthis Sett, 

q which the Dr will prove not to be eAſop's., 
d One, becauſe he finds it word for word al- 
(- molt in Aprhowius (he means Aphrhonius) : and 
y it may be Aphibonizrs found 1t word for word 
4 before in X/op ; and then we arc as we were, 


The Other, he ſays, is a Paraphraſe on the 
CCLXXXIVth in Vevelerns's Parcel : and why 
fy may not that in Neveler beas well an Abridg- 
ment of This ? 

h Having laid down theſe Undeniable Premi- 
r- ſes, he ſolidly concludes thus; This Colleftion 
4 

U 


THEREFORE t# more Recent than that Other Þ. + Diſſcrt. 
Never was the poor Particle therefore fo mi- p. ; 45. 
ſerably abus'd ; he has mcntion'd but S;x Fa- 


n bles out of an Hundred and fiſty, and has given 
S us no tolerable proof that any One of thoſe 
0 Six are Modern ; and yetin the Strength of 
N what he hzs done ventures to pronounce the 
| Whole Sett to beſo, Either Dr Bexrley muſt 


- be a very 'Thoughtleſs Wricer, or he muſt 
l hope to mcet with very Thoughtlcfs Readers: 
- and ſuch I am ſure they muſt be, if theſe ways 
js of arguing paſs upon *em. 
C What has Our Critic then been doing all 
this while ? he pretends to prove, that the 
. vohole Three hundred Fables are at leaſt aThous 
fand Tears Tounger than Alop ; he has attempt-. 
ed this Proof particularly but upcn Tizelve of 
S 2 them; 
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them ; and that in a very Weak Inconcluſive 
manner. However, ſhonld I give him up 
theſe Twelve, and add Two h1ndred more to 
the account, and allow all theſe to have been 
Later than eA/op ;, yet ſtill there are Enow 
left to ſupport Their Pretences, who make 
Aſop an Author, and take Some of theſe Fa- 
bles to be Orginals of His Compoſing. - No- 
body imagin*d that All, or Half the Fables, 
that have gone under the name of X/op, are 
His; or that Any of %em almoſt are 1n the 
very ſameWords andSylJables that they were 
in, when they came out of His hands. They 
have doubtleſs undergone ſome more, ſome leſs 
Alterations : but if under all theſe Changes ſtif 
the Same little Story in its chief Circumſtan- 
ces, and the ſame Simplicity in telling ir ; the 
ſame HumorousTurn of Thought, and in good 
meaſure the ſame Words too have been pre- 
ſervd ; there is enough of X/op left, where- 
by we may make a truc Judgment of his Spirit 
ard Ge2nius, and manner of Performance, 
When Dr Bentley ſhall clearly have made out, 
either that Nene of theſe Fables came from 
X/o» himfelt ; or, if they did, yet that in the 
very Formand Caſt of *em, as well as the Ex- 
preſſion,they have heen unce ſo totally alter'd, 
that they deſerve not to be call'd the Same ; 
it will then be time enough to own, that we 
are unable to judge of F/op's merit by any 
thing in the Preſent Collection : but till that 
is done, we may ſately enjoy our Opinions, 
and They that have admir'd X/op, may ven- 
ture to go on, and admire tim ſtil, 


All 
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All that Dr Bentley has hitherto offer'd 
npon the ſubje& of eA/o» is ſo flight and in- 
conſiderable, that one would naturally ima- 
gine it to he his own, and believe him when 
he ſays, that he intended to givens nothing 
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but what had eſcap'd the Obſervation of Others * :* Diſſert, 
and yet *is certain that Nothing almoſt which 7+ :3*- 


he has faid could efcape the Obſervation of 
any man that look'd into Neveler ; in whoſe 
Preface, and Short Notes, the very ſame Re- 
marks are made, without any thing of the 
Oltentat!on and 111 reaſoning that here ac- 
companies 'em. The Reader will know whe- 
ther | have [nj2rd Dr Bentley in this Imputa- 
tion, after he has given himſelf the trouble 
of viewing the following Accoryts wherein 
I have compard Vewcler's Old Onicrvations 


with Dr Bentley's New Ones, 


Sect, I. Dr Bentl:y ob- 
ſerves, that One in Ario- 
phes tells another, that 
he is unlearn'd and unac- 
quainted with eA/op, #d" 
ArrwT"v TETH TN” 

Sect. Il. Socrates eſſay'd 
to put the Kſopic Fables into 
Vere, 

Sect. V. Afterward: came 
one Babrivs, that gave a 
New Tuwrn to the Fables into 
Cimliambic Verſe. Suid. in 
B:32F, 

lv1d, There's One Gabrias 
yet extant that kas compriz'd 

each 


Unde «ft Ariſtophamcum 
Corvitinn, of" *Acourray mv” 
wa 71) .o5* 


Nev. Pref. p. 2. 


Socrates Aſopi Fabulas 
dignas judicavit quas Vere 
7bus jincluderet, 1d. ibid. 

De Gabria izidem eſt: ut 
moneam, ſcripſit Wlte Tambico 
metro ejus generts quod & 
TeV Tra? 5 Twr,ut SUIGAS nat at . 

Pref. p. 4. 

Inmria Babriz fit erm es 

Tctraſticha que vulg® exſtant 
S 3 ad 
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each Fable in four Sorry Tam- 
bicks ;, but our Babrias was 
an Author of another Size. 

Ibid. There's a Noble Fa- 
ble of his yet preſerv'd at the 
Endof Gabrias, »f the Swal- 
low andthe Nightingale. 


Ibid. Suidas brings many 
Quotations out of him, as thi:, 
QC. 


Sect. VI. Here Dr Bent- 
z&y has the Ingenuity to 
own his zcquaintance with 
Neveletys, where he takes 
little or nothing out of 
hin. 

Sect. VIL That they are 
YEcenter than even Babrius / 
diſcove;"d by this means ;, I 
obſeryd in *em ſeveral Paſſa- 
ges, that were not of a piece 
with the reſt, but had a Tur 
and Compoſition plainly Poeti- 
cal; as in the CCLXIINS Fa- 
ble, which begins thus, "Ovex 
m7 (, a; GKOAom. OAT HE © 
This I ſaw was a Choljambic 
Verſe, and 1 preſently ſuſpe&t- 
ed that the Writer bad taken 
it from Babrius : nhence it 
| £1. 


Dr Bentley's Diſſertation upon the 


adſcribuntur, que Babriam 
pro ſuis agnoſcere puderet. 
1d. ibid. 
At in T:Tp&51 y 015 illis ne 
unicus quidam *Cazon preter- 
quam in ultima Fabula at 
Z5M3 vt nat andor@, que ſo- 
la reſtat narfragit tabula. 
[d. ibid. 
£X pliribus Babriz Frag* 
mentis que extant apud SUul- 
dam, nonnulla congeramw, Cc. 
and then he gives us 14 
Verſes of Babr 1115, colletted 
trom Snidus. 


Nev. Not. ad tat, 
CCL.XXUI. "Os mariCe; 
CKOAITA Y@ASE rakes * Verſus 
lambicus Scaz0n, quales Ba- 
brias /cripſir, nec ſatis ſecis 
num Babriz ipſins, And 
agen, Fab. CLXXV. "Axupy 
mY i Sas 5 jewen?s EcuNy , &c. 
Reaolent hec, ut plurima alia 
barum fabularam loca, Verſus 
Tambicos: atq, winam exta- 
rent hi Verſus, unde bac des 
ſumpta ſunt 3 Babriam ipſum, 
quantum Video, integriim ha- 

beremns, 
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evidently appears that the Au- 
thor of that Parcel did no- 
thing elſe but EPITOMIZE 
Babrius, and prt him into 
Proſe. 

Ibid. There's :.VobleFrag- 
ment of Babrias bel-1ging t0 
the CCXLVth Fable -.out 
the Prieſts of Cybele, grven 


beremus, c»jus jam Umbran 
tantuim FF EPITOMEN 
habemus. 


Eoregic vero rem toram 
d:jcribit Babrias: quod Frag- 
mentum d: bmi. Natali Co- 
mItiz2ul;bj 4 1ppe quod [ciam 


extat [r4trr qituam 172 tpfins 
Aythologia, DeAMNE & Yoglaty, 
&c, Nor. in Fab. CCXLYV. 


#5 by Natal's Comes, T«a- 
Acts &yyprts, NC, 


I muſt ſtop a little here to commend the 
Dr for heing ſo true to his Author always, as 
evei to Copy his Miſtakes. Neveter did not 
know of any Writer before NatalisComes,where 
this Frazment was to be met with ; 2nd there- 
fore our Diſlertator, that goes no further than 
New-let, could know no more than He did. 
However, he ought to have known ſomewhat 
more ; becauſe he pretends - to have read + Dilſert. 
what Tzetzes ſays of Babrius, Had he done + 14%: 
as he pretends, he would have ftonnd Babrius 
mention'd In 7 zerzes tovether with this very 
Fragment ; and that in ſuch a manner, that 
*twas impollib!- to ſec the one, and yet 91er- 
look the other. For thus Tzerzes, in one of the 
Two Places where he ſpeaks of Babrycs,enters 


upon the mention of him *, *Par. 475 


"Army © BaBeis fs may ywany i4uRoyy 
Taaavs 4yvelas, Kc 
Sect, VII. There is no Ex MSS ills O05 habits, 


HS, above 300 Tears Old, ne unicus quidemvulgatas jam 
which S 4 has 
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which has the Fables accord- habuit Xſopi Fabulas, quas 


ing to that Copy —— Coming 
abroad firſs with Fſop's 
Life, writ by Planudes, they 
are juſtly believ'd to be owing 
to the ſame Writer. 

Ibid. The LXXVth about 
the Echiopian, 7s taken al- 
moſt word for word ont of the 


Vith of Aphthonius. 


a Planude (ut Xſopi Vita 
eſt) ſcriptas exiſtimo. 
Nev. Pref. 


Inter AXſopicas Fabulas 
legitur quoqy, hac pancis im- 
mtatis ſub Titulo Aibiol. 


Nev, Nor. in Fab, VI. 


Aphthon, 


Thus far I have had Jeiſure to trace the Dr 
in Nevtlet ; and I need trace him no farther ; 
for Theſe Hints, which appear to be taken 
from thence are the only ones that he pretends 
to build any thing upon. Whatever he has 
added of his own (if he has added any thing) 
has been already ſhewn to be cither a Miſtake, 
or nothing to his Purpoſe. And now letme put 
a Grave Queſtion to him; with what Modeſty, 
or Conſcience, he could tel] his Reader, as 
the Entrance of this Diſſertation, that he in- 
tended to offer ſuch things only, as had eſcap'd 
the Obſervation of Others ? when ®tis manifeſt, 
that, as far as we have hitherto gone in his 
Remarks (that is in Three Quarters of %em) 
he has done nothing but plunder'd MWevelcr, 

+ Diſer- *Tis true, as he wittily obſerves Þ, Good Wits 

# 33* jumpſometimes: however I ſhould think it 1 
pretty Nice matter for the Beſt Wits in the 
_ to jump ſo often trgether, ſo very 
CVEiny | 

What he has put together inthe next Para- 
graph, ccncerning, the Life and Manners of 

FAiup, 


* i ns ts 
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A/op, with a great Shew of Reading, was al- 
ready collected to his hand out of Exſtathizes, 
Plutarch, Agathias, Philoſtratus, Pliny, Herodo- 
tus, Suidas and Strabo ;, and the Paſſages from 
thence printed at large in the End of Camera- 
rius's Fables. Dr Bentley preſents theſe to vs 
with the ſame Pomp and Pleaſure, as if he had 
been the firſt Prodncer of *em ; and makes 
no addition to their Number, but by One 
Foor Quotation out of the Scholiaſt on Ar:- 
ſophanes, and another known paſſzge of Phe- 
drus. 

When he was mentioning (a) Mexiriac, (4) Diller. 
Vavaſor, and Bayle, as Men that had gone be-#* 735: 
fore himon this Subje&t, it would have been 
honovrably-done of him, not to have forgot- 
ten Thoſe, whom he was ſo much more be- 
holden to, Neveler, and Camer:rizs, But find 
he's aſham*d of his Neareſt Acquaintances ; 
and, after. ſuch Inſtghces of his Ingenuity, 1 
believe his Neareſt Acquaintances will he 
aſham'd of Him. 

Our Critic having ſpent his Small Artillery 
here and there upon a Fable, without much 
Succeſs, grows Peevith, and is reſolved to be 
reveng'd on the Poor Monk that ColleQed 'em, 
Planudes;, who, as much a Monk as he was, 
never, | believe, gave any man ſuch Courſe 
Language from his Cell, as he now receives 
from Court, He is call'd here an 1-evr of a 
Monk, that has given us a Book [the Life of 
X/-:"] which perhaps canuor be match'a in an 
1 a::9:age for Ignorance and Neonſence (b). AS (6) Ibid. 
for Planudes himſelf, I muſt confels, I haye not Þ- 147- 
the Deepeſt Veneration for his CharaQter ; 

buT 
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ledge and 


(a) The Learned Cardinal 
B:ſfwi), in a Treatile he 
w-oe azainſt Planudes long 
after his Death, has this A- 

ro; 10 him, 'Uu jo av 
5Y@ 08.4y pay apt < Q4w: 
TeTh,xT [vol £10 ma) £-4- 
arnuivs mud days mf $14: 
BeBnrorY tv g1rompia ty 
O=weix » 4 T1i4 Tyra 
palnia mm ifei(avrogour 
Soruun(, avro; S+ iv « wamv 
Kc. Opuſc. Alrea, pe. 622+ 


theſe Pieces, and who differs 
25 much in his Sentiments 
from Planudes, as Beſſario 
docs, has in his Preface, this 
Honcurable Character ot 
him : Planudem, Monachum 
Grecum, celberrimum Phils- 
fophum, © Theslogum, & in 
«rraque Lingua verſatiſſimum. 
And the Epithet Sogwrar- 
which Beſjario beftows upon 
him,1is given him alſo in the 
Titles of his Manuicript Pie- 
CeS, Is Eogawre7se arpis 
Na: Tz ITagy « &ce---which 
thews, that tho* Planudes 
wasa Monk, yet theScholars 
of thotc 1 uncs were far trom 
thinking him an 1dcor. 


Arcudizs, the Colletor ot 
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but neither can I think fo deſpicably of him, 
as the Lofty Dr Bentl 
him well ſpoken of by men of Good Know- 

C— and even by his Adver- 


does, becauſe | find 


ſaries Themſelves (a). Nay, 
Dr Bentley, 1 think, gives an 
account of him, not at all to 
his diſadvantage, where he 
ſays, that That Sett of Fa- 
bles he put out was of his own 
drawing up ;, amonglit which, 
there are ſeveral] fo well 
turg'd, fo exaAly copied from 
Nature, and built on ſuch a 
true knowledge cf Humane 
Life and Affairs, that *tis 
plain he was neither an /4eor, 
nor a Monk, that compos'd 
'*m. FThis 1s an Honour 
therefore miſplac'd on Planu- 
des, and which he deſerves as 
little as he does that Scurri- 
lous Language, which the Dr 
(ever happy in Inconſiſtencies) 
has in that yery Page beſtow'd 
upon him. MNeveler and Fa- 
vaſor were a little too haſty 
in their Concluſions on this 
matter, and ſpake too large- 
ly, when from ſome Fables 
that reliſh'd of Planudes's 
Style and Way, they inferr'd 
that All were of His Compo- 


ing. Dr Bentley has taken up the ſame In- 
t-rence from an argument of as little weight : 


the 
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the Reaſon (and the only Reaſon he gives) 
lor his believing 'em drawn up by Planudes, 
ls that there is no MS any where above 390 
Years old, that has the Fables according to that 
Copy. No MS ! any where / 
very Extealive Words ; tl + Szpe non licet Viris do&is 
pretty difficult to anſwer for MSS adire, ſeu ob Diſtanti. 
All the Libraries of Europe : am Locorum,ſeu ob Przfe&to- 
for,as a late Critic obſerves, rem Bibliothecis invidiam, 
Learned Men are often debar- _—_ — quz 
red the Uſs of MSS, either by CN a0 1 attigit, Ars 
their Diſtance from 'em, or by 
the Envious Temper of thoſe that 
have the Cuſtody of *em ;, or by ſome Other Sort of 
Hindrances as for Example, when they 
expect to have thoſe kind of Favours gratui- 
rtouſly done 'em. But !:/751-75, he had an 

Exact Account of All the £4.47: MSS, yet 
how does he know, but that there may be 
one at Fez, ? the moſt in-c.- ble Library in 

the World, next to that ati »t James's, 

This was an Aſlertion ht to be laid down 

by Dr Bentley, becauſe impoſhble to be prov'd, 
and, I believe, not difficult to be difproy'd- 

for, as much out of the way of thoſe things 

as I live, I have caſually heard of a MS, Older 
than Planrades, that has the Fables according to 

His Copy : Yoſſivs's MS I mean, which tho? I 

have not ſeen my ſelf, yet better Juc--s than 

I am, who have ſeen it, aſſure me, that. it is 

about $00 Years Old, and that Y:*s himſelf 

always eſteem'd it ſo. *Tis now at Leyden, 1 

think ; and might have been nearer, but for 
Some-body's management. I need look out 

for no more Inſtances; againſt a Negative,Ons 

Is 
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Is as good as a Thouſand, Tf all the MSS, 
that have the Fables according to Planudes's 
Copy were evidently Younger than He, yet 
we could not from thence certainly collec, 
that He was the Author of thoſe Fables : where- 
as if ()ne of the MSS happens to be Older than 
He, we may bepretty ſure he was not. 

As for Planudes's Life of eAſop, I can't in- 
deed think it a Book nor to be match'd in any 
Language for Ignorance and Nonſenſe *, becauſe 
tm Some Languages I think it may : however, 
I haveno great Opinion of it, There are in 
it Several Idle Trifling Stories, told in ſuch a 
Fabulous Way, that one would think Planuaes 
meant'to ſuit the Life to the Book which fol- 
tows. ; and writ out of his Own Invention for 
want of Authorities. And yet neither dare 
E reject every Circumſtance of his Account as 
fititious, that | do not find confirm'd by El- 
der Authors: he might make uſe of Books 
that never came down to us ; a great deal of 
Good Hiſtory pcriſh'd in the ſacking of Con- 
ſtantinople : or he might from the Same B zoks 
which we have now in our hands, take ſome 
Hints, which we have not yet obſerv'd in'em; 
and which it would bevery Raſh and Immo- 
deſt in Us to pronounce not to be there, till 
we have read over all the Greek Authors care- 
fally, and ſifted *m throughly. And this is 
R—_ fit to be ſaid to Dr Bentley, who, 
or want of ſuch a Prudent Diſtruſt of his own 
Knowledge, has been Guilty of a Groſs Mi- 
ſtake, The Circumſtance in Planudes's Ac- 
count, which he pitches npon to expoſe, is 
that of A/op's Vglizs/:, He had met with a 

Large 
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Large Colleftion of Teſtimonies concerning 
#ſop in Camerariu?s Fables ; in none of which 
there was any Hint of his Deformity : and he 
concluded therefore, that there muſt, and 
could be none any where elſe; and that This 
was certainly a Fiftion of P/anudes. And 
now how does he inſult the poor Ignorant 
Monk * on this occaſion ? how unmercifully (6) Diſſer. 
does he uſe him ? he asks him, what K evelation Þ* 149+ 
he had about Fiop's Deformity ? for he muſt needs 
learn it, he ſays, by Dream and Viſion, and not 
by Ordinany Methods of Knowledge. He liv'd a- 
bout Two Thouſand Years after Kſop ; and in 
ALL that Trait of TIME there's not ONE 
SINGLE Author, that has given the LEAST 
HINT that Xſop was Ugly f. Iſaac Caſaubon, + 1:4. 
or Gerhard Yoſſius, who had either of *em read 
Ten times as much as Dr Bentley, would not 
have talk'd at this ate ; becauſe Neither of 
'em, as Learned as They were, had read All 
that was written, or remember'd all they had 
read, But Dr Bentley, in the ſtrength of Ca- 
merariuss Colletions, is poſitive thit not 
ONE SINGLE Author before Planudes's time, 
has given the LEAST HINT of #X/6p's Ug- 
lineſs. If he would not be Angry, I would 
venture, out of my ſmall Stock of Reading to 
ſupply him with One, and Him an Author of 
great Note, Euſtathins , who in the beginning 
of his Comment on the Oayſſees (p. 17.) de- 
rives the word "Auwwn:; from 2fo,71m,73 acuno, 
and 2V'. iZs, ſays he, "Amore arngrarmas I 
contend not for the Goodneſs of the Etymo- 
logy, let it fhift for it ſelf : bur ir is evident- 
ly built on a Suppokition that X/op was Ugly F 
an 
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and implys, that That Opinion was Common 
in Euſtathius's time, That 1s, about 7 wo huridred 
Years before Planudes was born. Doubtleſs, 
that Learned Parecboliſt (to ſpeak in Dr Bent- 
leys Phraſe) could have produc'd Authorities 
enough for this Opinion,tho' they are ſince loſt: 
however He himſelf is a ſufficient Authority 
to Us in the point, fince he is not, as far as I 
can find, expreſly contradicted in it by any 
One Ancient Writer ; at leaſt, he muſt be 
allow'd to ſcreen Planudes from the Imputati- 
on of having invented this Particular to the 
Difhonour of e//op : which he was ſo far from 
doing, that we have reaſon to think he might 
have this very Paſſage of E:tathizs in his Eye, 
where he tells us, that "Aw ms and 'Aibiol are 
the ſame (a), and that eA/op 
took his Name from his Ug- 


(4) TTes HAD, Pnasy o98y 
L Ts ovou)es e7/X4-T auTeav 
33” Atowros T6 Aibioms. Vit 
AE. in initio. Planudes here 
intimates the ſame Derivation 
of mAtwwr@& withEuſtathius, 
that 5s, as to the Words them- 
ſelves, from whence it comes, 
tho* be takes 40s in the Senſe 
of Uro, and not of Splen4eoz 
which he thinks theEaſier Ery- 
mology, as needing no Anti- 
phrafgs to juſtifie zr. 


linefs. The Ground-work of 
this Story then Planudes had 
either fromEuftathius, or from 
ſome Elder Account, which 
both Erſtathius and He equal- 
ly tranſcrib'd ; and upon this 
Ground-work it is probable 
he enlarg'd, in his Fanciful 
Way; and being ſatisfied that 
X/op was Ugly in the main, 
was reſoly'd to make him as - 


Ugly as he could poſſibly, and to dreſs up a 
Monſter inall imaginable Kinds of Deformity, 

Whether there be any Author, bekdes E- 
ſtathins, extant, who has made expreſs man- 
tion of X/op's Uglineſs, I am not now at lei- 
ſure toenquire : ſire 1 am, there are in other 


Wri- 
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Writers Remote Hints and Intimations of 
this Matter, ſuch as may fairly be ſuppos'd 
to imply it. When, in Plutarch's Feaſt, one 
of the Gueſts thus rallies Xſop, & Twu Berd'vs, 
x 1wiaey Teie5, he ſeems to refleft upon his 
Il-ſhape and Unweildineſs. Zncian, In his 
Vera Hiſtoria ſays, they us'd X/op in the For- 
tunate Iſlands for a Tzxuroruds, a Bufſoon, Or 
Feſter , one that made em 


Sport (a) ;, meaning 1 ſuppoſe (4) Ilepli g"Arwrd 6 
that he did it as well by his vguZ* 7576 J83os x; I5A- 
Perſon and Outſide, as by his 7974 xe@ Þ p+ 397- 


Ing-nious and Divertive Fa- 
bles; and indeed rather by the Firſt than the 
Latter, for his Fables of themſelves, tho” 
they entertain and pleaſe us extreamly, yet do 
they not give us that ſort of pleaſure which 
cauſes Laughter. Dion Chryſoſtome therefore, 
in the Paſſage produc'd by Lr Bentley ſeems 
to diſtinguiſh between the 72 x07» of Xſ/op, 
and his w30r Hyti;ovle aur), ſays hel; ure 8H 
To yeabup 8, 797 wile, implying, I think, that 
the One was not exactly the ſame with the 
Other. *Tis true, Every-budy knows, that 
the e/opic Fables were alter e/op's time fre- 
quently call'd ye by the Greek Writers, 
and from thence XR, icala by Avienus : but "tis 
not unlikely that the Original of this Uſe of 
the Word was from ſomething Ridiculous in 
the Geſture, Look, and Mimical Wit of «A/op 
that accompanied *em, when he firſt told *em; 
rather than from the Structure of the Fable it 
ſelf, which does not ſcem contriv'd to ope- 
rate that way. Iam willing to think there- 
fore that the Name uſually given to Mo 

les 
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bles,T*ac7z, and the Qihce of Trawromuss aſcrib'd 
to e£/op, carry in *em ſome ſmai] Hint of <A- 
ſop's Uglineſs; for nothing is ſo Divertive, or 
raiſes Laughter ſo much as Deformity, eſpe- 
cially when Wit goes along with it, We 
may obſerve therefore, that when Homer has 
4 mind to excite this Light paſſion in his Se- 
rious Poem, he does it by the means of an 
Ugly Man (*), andan Ugly God (Þ) ; Ther- 
ſites and Vulcan are, as I remember, the only 
Two T:awroToi3! in the whole Iliad ; the One 
on Earth, and the Other in Heaven. 

'Tis dangerous converſing long with Dr 
Bextley ;, for I find I haye ſlip'd here, e're 
I was aware, into his manner of arguing : 
however, in this I will ſtill differ from him, 
that I offer theſe things as ſlight Gueſles on- 
ly, without laying any manner of Streſs up+ 
on 'em. I need *em not, in order to ſhew the 
Dr his Error ; and this is not a place to do 
juſtice to the Argument : Euſtathius's Single 
Teſtimony, without other Help, is ſufficient 
to bring Confuſion on our aſſuming Critic, 
who challeng'd Me, and all the World, to pro- 
duce One Single Author before Planudes, that 
had given the Leaſt Hint that Aſop was Ugly. 

Vavaſor, who ſtarted this thought to him 
(for This too is one of the Things that have 
eſcap'd the Obſervation of Others) mentions it 

with 
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with Diſtruſt, and as a Suſpicion only ; 
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Aſop, —_ of fee icy Therſitem Homericum re- 
ture of omer 5 erltes YM" fetebat Aſopus oris habiu, 
leſs Here too Planudes has im1- & reliqua facie, ni & hie 


pos'd upon us (P. 25). Had quoque imponit Planudes, 


Our Critic, when he took the 
Hint it ſelf from Yavaſor, taken alſo his Wary 
way of propoſing it, he might have ſav'd him- 
ſelf the Shame of being confured : but it was a 
proper Occaſion for Dr Bentley to be Perem- 
ptory, when even a Jeſuis was Modeſt. 

The Method he has taken of improving /.z- 


vaſor's Suſpicion into a Demonſtration, is, by 


running over Camerarizs's Teſtimonies, and 
fhewing, that in None of 'em there is any 
account of «/op's Deformity, and that moſt 
of *em are (as he thinks) inconfiſtent with it. 
The Learning here is not his Own, but the 
Logic moſt certainly is ; for | dare ſay, neve; 
any Man ſo reaſon'd before him. 1 will give 
the Reader ſome accouat of it, after I have 
deſir'd him to remember, that the Point in 
Debate between Dr Bentley and the World, is, 
not whether Xfop was Ugly to that Degree 
Planudes has merrily repreſented him to be 
(No-body was ever Silly enough to imagine it; 
nor did Plaxudes himſelf dream of being thus 
far credited ) : but the Diſpute is, in general, 
whether X/op were Ugly, or not * Our Cri- 


tic denies that he was, i» \-rtvo of Hz Old 
Argument, the Silence nd! Pp otonnifm of Aye 
thors ; and the Sour: of whiter ny 1126 {aid on 
this occaſion, comes 10 this mech, © ic docs 
& not appear from Ancient Anthurs, that he 
© was a Lumy of Deforrmiy, Al 4 drarcecrow ; 


W therefore IT, is rertajr, bs was nO% any Ways 
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« deform'd ; and therefore it is probable he 
(e) P.157-© was very handſome {a). His Particulars are 
as follow. 
In Plutarci.s Cenviviem, No-body, he ſays, 
drolls on Aiop's Ugly Face, which could hardly 
() P.x 49. have cſcap'd, if be bad ſuch an 11 cue (b). 1 own 
No-body there drolls on the Mein of his Face 
(to uſe a Bertleviſm) ; but the Mein of his Bo- 
dy, and his Natural Unwieldineſs, I have 
ſhewn to be touch'd on, and their mentioning, 
any One Inſtance of his Uglinefs, is as ſure a 
Sign of his being Ugly,as if they had reckon'd 
up All. Had e#/op been fo very Handſome, 
(-) P-157- as Dr Bentley tells us he was (c), the Tvv» Beg” 
Sys x, nwiovoy Tezy6s of Chilo had been a plece of 
Raillery very ill apply'd. 
But ©* Philoſtratxs has given us in two Books 
© z Deſcription of a Gallery of Pitares, One 
* of which is «#/op, with a Chorus of Ani- 
© mals about him, There he is repreſented 
& ſmiling, and looking toward the Ground in 
& a Poſture of Thought, but not a Word of 
© his Deformity ; which, were it true, muſt 
* needs have been tonch'd on in an account 
(OP.149, © of a Pifture (4). The Dr impoſes upon 
150. ns ; the Picture he mentions is not defign'd to 
repreſent «£/op, but The Fabtes ; and by Their 
* Nameir is calld *, In ir indeed e/op has a 
Place; and he is {v far deſcrib'd there as Phi- 
bſtratus had need of kim, to expreſs the Sub- 
ject of his Piece; to nave gone farther would 
have been an Impertinence, utterly inconſiſt- 
ent with Philofratus's CharaRer,who is a Short 
Writer, and exatly proper in his Circum- 
ances, His Words are, ZXſop ſeems there,,as 
; 
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5f he were attnally framing a Fable; His Smiling 

Face, and hjs Eyes fix*d upon the Earth, declare as 

much © the Painter knew very well that Fables are 

the Work only of Eafie Minds *. Would the * 5 Nor 

Dr have had a Particular of X/op's Deformi- {** 7'= 

tics inſerted here ? to what purpoſe ? when [53 _, 

in the very mention of his Name they were ;$ ,&@$ie- 

ſufficiently underſtood ; and would have been wa 77 cer 

of nd manner of uſe towards imprinting an 74% 4,4 

image of that Thonghtful Poſture of «£fop <p re” 

the Artiſt chiefly defign'd to expreſs. BROS T6 
To dVAMAvs 

es 5 Coxdo0), Un ui fl mole pewnifes dveerns f Aluyes Thor) 
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Philstratuss Intention was, to deſcribe a 
Gallery of Pleaſure, hung round with fine 
and delightful Paintings: in his Account of 
One of theſe, he had occaſion to mention 
eAſop, and with good Judgment omitted thoſe 
Particulars in his Deſcription of him which 
were neither Taking to the Eyc, nor at all In- 
ſtruQive, with relation to his Deſign in intro- 
ducing him. Dr Bentley, I find, would have 
been improper enough to have deſcrib'd him 
Cap-a-pe on this occaſion ; bat Phzloſtratxs, tho" 
a Sophiſt, knew better. 1 here is a Like 
piece of Addreſs obſervable in his Firſt Pi- 
cture, where Yulcan's Engagement with Sca- 
mander, and his Victory over him is repreſents 
ed out of Homer ; and which, ] ſuppoſe, he 
plac'd in the Front of his Book, for the Ho- 
nour of Lemos, his Native {land : And far 
the Honour of That too, anl to wake his 
Draught perfealy pleaſing, he gives us a Y::/> 
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can as handſome, for ought appears to the 
contrary, as any Figure in his Gallery, In- 
deed he Ingeniouſly excuſes the God's not ap- 
pearing to be Lame, by ſaying, that the Ra- 
pid Motion, with which he ſeems to come 
from Heaven to the Combat with Scamander, 
muſt be ſuppos'd t> cover that Defe& : But he 
intimates nothing of his Other Deformities ; 
tho' Vulcan was, according to the Poets (F) 
account of him, as Ugly eyery way as e/£/op 
was, according to Pla»udes. 

This, I hope, ſufficiently accounts for Phi- 
bſtratus's Omiſſion ;, and as for the Statue ere- 
Qed to eſop, at Athens, and made by the 
fam'd Hand of Lyfippms,it will be na argument 
of his Handſomneſs, rill the Dr can prove, 
that this was an Honour done to Handſome 
Men only ; which it will be no Eafie Matter 
to do, becauſe there is an Unqueſtionable In- 
ſtance of a Statue, made by this very Lyſippis, 
and erected by order of the Athenians, to the 
Memory of a Man, full as Ugly as we need 
allow e/op to have been : I will give it the 
Dr immediately, e're I part with this Argu- 
ment. 

The Greeks, he ſays, have ſeveral Proverbs a= 
boat Deft orm d P erſons, As Ozfor Tov BAtuiaty es %* 
Ing Kopuitus, &C. but none upon Xſop (a). All 
that follows from hence, is, that «4/op was not 
Ugly to a Proverb ;, which 1 willingly grant 
him, and am ready to leaye Planude?s account 

as 
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as far as this comes to : but he might be Ualy 
enough for all that ; ſeveral have been i, that 
were never made Sayings of : I know Some, at 
this day, who write as Uglily as ever «/£/op 
Look?d ; 'but their Style is not yet 2ot into a 
Proverb, tho* perhaps hereafter it may ; and 
therefore This inſtance I will not intift on. 

Agen, eA'/op, he tells us, was Cre/w's Am- 
baſſador to Delphi (a): he means, that he was /; )16;4, 
ſent of an Errand by him * thither ; for ſuck * :z/14144u- 
Mighty Monarchs as Cra/us did not uſe torr am 
make Other Mens Slaves, Their Amballadors, xg" racy 
But let his Title be as Glorious as the Dr{7 
pleaſes, his Perſon might nevertheleſs be Con- Conviv. 
temptible ; unleſs the Dr can prove, that the #f tharpiece 
Delphians were as Nice of Temper as the 9% © 
Turks, and would pay no Regard to the Pab, 1-21. 
lick Miniſter of a Prince, unleſs he were Tall 7;,u/, for 
and Comely. Whatever «/yp*s Pcrſon, or good Hi- 
his Character were, They ſhew'd, 1 am ſure, to» 
no great Veneration for Either, whea they 
tumbl'd him down their Precipice, 

After all, the Dr's Reaſoning upon this 
Circumſtance muſt be allow'd to be Jult; if 
e/£/op were Short and Ugly, it is plain, as he 
pleaſantly obſerves, that he could never make 
a Proper Ambaſſador, 

There is z2nother Objection drawn from 
eAiſop's being a Polite Courtier, and a Man of 
Addreſs : what it he were? Many, I ſuppoſe, 
have been ſo, who wereno Beauties! Yes,but he 
was ſo,to that degree, as to rebuke Solon for his 
Gruff and Clewniſh Behaviour with Crazſus,and tell 
l.im, that he muſt converſe with Princes, ® ws nc, 
n «5 mug either Agrecably, or not at all (b). The (4)P.gn 

ij Thing 
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Thing he ſaid was Handſome, I grant ; but 
muſt He needs be Handſome that ſaid it? 1 
thought Ugly People had ſometimes been as 
Witty, and as Wiſeas their Neighbours, But 
ſince he has mention'd this Aphoriſm of eA- 
ſop's, and profelles to approve it, I muſt tell 
him, *twere well if hed follow it too, when 
the Itch of contradiding Great. Men is upon 
him; and reſolve to oppoſe his Betters 
5 «5 #/152, 10s ma; cither not at all, or with 
Decency. 

Dr Bentley has yet One ReflcCion behind in 
behalf of «A/op ; he has reſerv*d it for the ve- 
ry Laft Place in his Book ; and we know him 
to beſucha Maſter in Good Writing, that we 
may from thence be ſure'tis a fine one, Rho- 
dopis, Xſop's fellow-ſlave, was, it ſeems, the 
greateſt Beauty of her Age * if therefore (ſays he) 


we may gueſs him by his Companion and Contuber- 


"4) Pp, 1 & 3. 


(b) Vide 


Pe 124 of 
this Books 


nalis, we muſt needs believe him 2 Comely Per- 
ſon (a). This puts me in mind of his Argu- 
ment about Aleſa (b), which he proves to be 
upon ſuch a Coaſt of Sicily, becauſe it hap- 
pens to be mentioned with ſome Towns that 
are certainly upon that Coaſt ; and which 1 
have prov'd for that very Reaſon not to be 
there, becauſe itis mention'd elſewhere, with 
ſome Other Towns, that are certainly not up- 
on that Coaſt, 7f Rhodopis were extreamly 
handſome, Xop, her fellow-Slave, muſt be ſo too! 
which is as if I ſhould ſay, it was impoſlible 
that Little Jeffrey ſhould be ſuch a Dwarf as he 
is repreſented to be, becauſe the Tall Porter 
and He were fellow-Servants, Muſt eAXſop's 
Maſter needs buy his Slaves as we do Coach- 
horſes 
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horſes in Pairs ? and be as careful exattly to 
match %em ? Perhaps Xanthws, or [adron, or 
whoever he was, (for Authors difter) might 
be a little wantonly inclin'd; and having pur- 
chas'd Rhodopis for his Own Uſe, might fear, 
leſt his Wife ſhould return the Injury he did 
| her ; and fo took e/op into his Houſe, who 
he knew would be no Temptation to her : or 
| perhaps he pitch'd upon an Ugly He-flave, 
| that he might be ſure to keep the Fair She- 
flave to himſelf ; and made uſe of eA/op as a 
kind of Kuzlir- Aga, to inſpeCt his Seraglio, 

'rall, what if 1 ſhould turn the Tables, 

4 319, That Herodotus and Pliny's mention- 

tis Little Particular, isa confirmation of 
'£ 1£c16 Opinion about eA/op's Deformi- 
ty * 12 ,7 were as remarkably Ugly as She 
vas Handſome, the O' ſervation indeed” was 
pretry, aad not unwortny of thoſe Anthors ; 
þ11t Otherwite, tis Flat enough to bave been 
made by Dr Zentley. 

One would think the Dr in Jeſt, when he 
puts ſuch things as Theſe upon Us for Argu- 
ments ; whereas He propoſes 'em ſeriouſly 
and in good earneſt, and fanſies he has done 
wonders in the ſtrength of 'em. To convince 
him, if it be poſſible, of the Weakneſs and 
| Abſurdity of his Proofs, I will (as1 did once 
| before*) try *emupon Another SubjeR ; and * 7 tbe 

ſce how far they will be allow*d to hold, _—_ = 
Whatever «ſop was, Socrates, we ares{ure, — ; 
was exceſſiyely Ugly : Thus he is in ſhort de- phataris. 
ſcrib'd by NXenophon, (a) and St. Jerome (b) : (4) in 
Flat-nos'd, Goggle-ey'd, Wide-mouth'd, Thick- ? toy 


lip'd, Pot-belly d, Bandy-leg?d (c). | Tacks "oY 
Þ+ 5 1» (c) All theſe Particulars but the Laſt, are taken from Xenophen» 
4 Not- | 
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Notwithſtanding this, in that way of Rati- 
ocination Dr Bentley' has made uſe of, b will 
prove him to have been a very lovely and 
Beautiful Perſon, I will do it by Every One 
of the Arguments he has urg'd, except 'the 
Firſt, taken from Philoftratuss Gallery ; in 
which Socrates, the Famous Perſecutor of S9- 
phifts, we may be ſure, could have no place: 
but I ſhall make amends for the want of This 
Proof, by a New one of my Own, every whit 
as muchto My Purpoſe as this 1s to Dr Bertl y's. 

Thus then Our Man of Criticiſm hastaught 
Us to Speak, 2nd Aroue —© The Athenians {et 
* Dioz. * np x Noble Statze * to the Honour and Me- 
_ * mory of Socrates : had he been ſo Ugly as 
Tertul, ix © fome would make him, it had been kinder 
Apol. ** to his Memory to let that alone. But the 
F AveirTs © Famous 7 yfippus wasthe Statuary Þ that made 
myrlw +" © it, And muſt ſo great an Hand be em- 
i (Conner 4 © ploy'd to dreſs up a Lump of Deformity ? 

—_ © The Greeks have ſeveral Proverbs about 
*« Perſons deform'd, #:gg/7cor Bripue, dfey81; 
© Kegu8evs, &rc : Onr Socrates, it ſo Ugly, had 
* been in the firſt Rank of %em : eſpecially 
* when his Statue had ſtood there to put eve- 
* ry-body in mind of it. 

* He was ſo far a Favourite of 4rchelans,King 

*© of Macedonia, that he courted him to come, 

*Arit. © and live with him * : but would ſuch a Mon- 
Rhet. 4.2. © ſter have been a fit Companion for a Prince ? 
* He is known to haye been one of the beſt 

<© Speakers, and a Man of the greateſt Addreſs 

** and Infinvation of any in his time ; he had all 

* the Chief Perſons of Athens continually about 

*© him,and was ever infruQting *em in the Du- 

* ties of Humanity and Courteke, and all man- 

ner 
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© ner of Sociable Virtues : Could ſuch a Cha- 
« raQer, ſuch a Station, or ſuch Diſcourſes be- 
& firSocr4*c it he was truly that Scare-crow he 
& js repreſented to have been ? 


He ſuag, he play'd upon the Muſic (a), he, c;. . 
danc'd (b), he wrote Verſes (c): he was every Catone, 
way an Accompliftd Perſon ; and his Conver- (5)Xen.in 
ſation therefore was coveted by thoſe that Symp. 
were ſo themſelves. He made One often at (<) Plat-in 


the Meetings of the Beaux Eſprits, and fate up S 
Drinking and Langhing with *em till Morn- 


ing (4d): Is it credible, that a Man of ſuchDe- (4) Ibid. 


formirty could be ſo Acceptable, ſo Polite, and 
ſo Pleaſant ? 

Bur of all thinzs, that which ought moſt to 
prevail with us to pronounce him not Ugly, 
is, that he was the greateſt Lover of Beautiful 
Perſons, and the moſt Belov'd by 'em of any 
of his Age : Alcibiades, Critias, Apgatho, Phe- 
drus, and the reſt of his Acquaintances, were 
all remarkably Handſome - © ſo that if we 
© may gueſs-him by his Companions and Con- 
© trabernales, we muſt needs believe him to be 
* a Comely perſon. 

His Thoughts, his Diſcourſes were all of 
Love ;, every thing he ſaid and did tended to 
ioſpire people with it ; his Philoſophy was 
nothing but the Do&trine of Love : and can 
we think he would have dwelt upon this Paſ- 
ſion ſo mnch, and inculcated it ſo ofter, if He 
himſelf had been ſo very Unlovely and Diſa- 
greeable? 

Plato,and Xenophon,have wrote Set-apologies 
for him, wherein they defend him, among 6- 
ther things, from the Imputation of corrupt- 
ing the Youth of Athens by Unlawful _ k 

A 
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had he been ſo deform'd, as he is ſaid to be, 
how could they hetter have clear'd him of it, 
than by Urging the Improbability v4 75 ate 
tempting ſuch Impurities, in which ke was ſo 
unlikely to prevail ? But having faid nothing 
of this kind in his behalf, it muſt be pre- 
ſam'd that they had nothing of this kind to 
ſay. 

aft, who has expos'd and ridicul'd 
him upon twenty Other Accounts, has not a 
word, as I remember, of his Deformity ; tho” 
this was the moſt Natural Subje&t for him to 
exerciſe his Comical Wit upon, and ſo Obvi- 
ous, that, one would think, he could not have 
miſs it. 

I appeal now to any Indifferent Judge, whe- 
ther I have not prov*d Socrates handſome by 
as good Arguments at leaſt as our Critic has 
advanc'd to prove eA:ſop fo ? Indeed, they 
are moſt of *em the very ſame ; only vurg'd 
further, and with more ſtrength (if I do not 
deceive my ſelf) in the Caſe of Socrates, than 
our Diſſertator has been able to carry 'em in 
relation to eAſop. And yet after all I have 
ſaid, I freely own, that the Teſtimony of any 
Ancient Writer concerning Socrates's Ugli- 
neſs, tho” it ſtood alone, and we had no O- 
ther to back it, would weigh more with Me 
than all theſe Negative Authorities, So weak 
an Argument is rhe Silence and Pretermiſſion of 
never ſo many Authors in a Point where any Sin- 
gle Writer of Note has plainly declar'd him- 
ſelf, and his Account has been generally re- 
ceiv'd and credited by Succecding Ages. 


But 
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But I offend in dwelling ſo long on theſe 
Trifles, which deſerve rather to be Laugh'd 
at, than Confuted : I will trouble the Reader 
no further on this Argument than till I have 
ſuggeſted One Obſervation to him about Dr 
Bentley's odd Condutt in relation to «op. He 
is extreamly concern'd to have e/op thought 
Handſome, at the time thac he is egdeavouring 
all he can to prove him no Author. He hopes 
by his Civilities to his Verſon to atone for 
the Injuries hedoes him in his Writings: which 
is juſt ſuch a Compliment to eAſop's Memory, 
as it would be to Sir William Davenant's, 
ſhould a Man, in defiance of Common Fame, 
pretend to make out, that he had always a 
Good Noſe on his Face ; but however, he did 
not write Gordibert. 

Our Critic's Two Attempts are io very in- 
conſiſtent, that 'tis hard to imagine why a 
Man ſhould venture npon both of *em at once : 
but Dr Bentley had a good Reaſon for it, they 
were Both Paradoxes ; and he cares not What, 
or Whom he writes for, or againſt, ſo he can 
but advance ſomething which no-body ever 
ventur'd to maintain before him ; and which 
he is ſure always to manage at ſuch a rate, as 
that No-body will ever take it up after bim. 

[ have done with what I intended to offer 
on Either of theſe Diſſertations ; and, upon a 
Review of what I have ſaid, am aſham'd to 
ſee to what a Bulk this trifling Diſpute has 
iwoln. However, as Large as I have been 


282 


upon it, I aſſure the Reader, that unleſs I had - 


ſpar'd Dr Bentley very often, I muſt have been 
much Larger ; for his Abſurdities are not yet 
near 


2384 


* Diſſert. 
P. 68, 
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near exhauſted, But I am not likely to be 
the Laſt whoſe Pen will be employ'd on this 
SubjeR ; and 'tis fit therefore that Soine Mat- 
ter ſhould be left for Thoſe that come aſter 


me. 


In that Diſſertation where I am chiefly con- 
cern'd, Dr Bentley takes his Leave of the Ar- 
gument, with Some particular Civilities to 
Me. He heartily wiſhes he could dv any Service 
to that Toung Gentleman of great Hopes whoſe 
NAME ISSETTO THE EDITION: 
but he can do him no greater at preſent, than to 
remove ſome Blemiſhes from the Book that is 
ASCRIB'D to him ;, wii h he defires may be ta- 
ken aright, to be no dijparagement to Himſelf ;, but 
a Keproof only to his Teachers *. | would not 
willingly be behind hand with the Dr in any 
Inſtance of Courteſie ; and therefore, in re- 
turn, will, e're we part, beſtow ſome Chari- 
table Advice upon him : the rather, becavſe I 
have reaſon to believe, that he has very little 
Advice from any Other Quarter. If he had, 
he would certainly never have written on this 
Subjet, in the Manner he has done : for I 
have not fo ill Thoughts of any One Man I 
know in the World, as to imagine, that he 
would have advis'd Dr Bentley to do as he has 
done, had His Opinion been ask*d in it. Young 
as I am therefore, I will take the freedom to 
do that kind Office to him, which his Friends, 
I find, either do not care, or are not allow d 
to perform, 

And 


3 '\. WB A a 


Fables of Flop, Examird. 


And the firſt piece of Advice that 1 will 
venture to give the Dr 1s, that he would 
know his own Talent; and reſolve for the 


future not to venture upon any way of wri-" 


ting that Nature never deſign'd him for. 
Wit, and Ridicule, are either the moſt Di- 
yerting, or the moſt Inſipid things in the 
World. I have the Opinion of good Judges, 
that he has no true Taſte of either of theſe, 


and performs very untowardly in *em. He 


wovld do wiſely therefore to forbear 'em ; 
and fo he would, methinks, tho* he ſhould 
have ſome little Knack at %em : for Grimace, 
and Banter, and Quibbles, even when luckily 
hit of, are not very ſuitable to the CharaCter 
of a Man in Holy Orders. And to give 
him my opinion what he is fit for, 1 think, 
(if he reſolves always to be doing ſomething 
out of his Profeſſion) that the ColleQing 
Greek Fragments, or Proverbs, would be a 
proper Employment for him. He has ſuc- 
ceeded well in One of theſe, and would 
doubtleſs be as happy in the Other : for his 
Genius ſcems to lie very ſtrongly that way ; 
as one would gueſs, by the Multitude of Pro- 
verbs in all Tongues, (Engliſh, Latin, and 
Greek, but chiefly in the Laſty of which he 
has empty'd himſelf into theſe Diſſertations. 
And I am the rather apt to think, that ſuch 
Works as theſe might thrive in his hands, 
becauſe the well executing %em depends chie- 
fly on Two Qualities, which he muſt be al- 
low'd to poſſeſs ; Application, and a Wil- 
lingneſs to be employ'd in ſuch Sorts of _ 

ies 
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dies, as only load the Memory, without im- 
proving the Underſtanding. 

It is Another piece of Advice I ſhould chuſe 
to give the Dr, that he would, againſt he 
writes next, make uſe of that Relation he has 
to a Court, ſo far as to geta little Good Lan- 
guage, and Good Manners; without which, 
had he waded through all rhe Greek Scholia, 
and turn'd over every Lexicon extant, he 
would neyer write any thing that will either 
pleaſe or laſt. When he is making Reflections 
on Style, it is very proper, I think, that he 
ſhould be well skilPd, not only in the Tongue 
he writes of, but in that too which he writes 
in: elſe, he will only make Sport for his Rea- 
der, if while he 1s correcting a Fault in One 
Language, he himſelf makes Ten New ones'in 
another, 

And till he underſtands his Own Tongue a 
little better than he does, he would do well 
to forbear Minting any New Words in it ; 
which is the Work of Great Maſters, and a 
Privilege allow'd only to Writers of the Firſt 
Rate, who know the Compaſs of a Language, 
and ſee thro' all its ſeveral Beauties and Ble- 
miſhes. Sir Wiliam Temple may ſay, Suffici- 
ency, and the World will ſpeak after him: 
Indeed we are convinced from ſome things 
that have come out a late, that there is ſuch 
a mixture of Vanity, Indecency, and Igno- 
rance, in ſome Mens Writings, as No One 
Word in our Tongue would perfectly an- 
ſwer; and there was need of a New one 
therefore to expreſs it. But if Dr Bentley 

ſhould 
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ſhould take the ſame Liberty, he would be 
ſure to be oppos'd in it ; His Commentz:tious, 
and Putid, and Vernacular, and Negoce, will be 
hiſs'd off the Stage, as ſoon as they come on : 
For the Fine Speakers will never endure that a 
Man ſhould take upon him to coin New 
Words, who doesn't know how to uſe theOld 
ones, 

Another thing I mightily recommend to 
him, is, that when he next pretends to fix 
the Age of Greek Words, and Phraſes, he 
would vouchſafe, among his other Greek 
Books, to read the Bible : leaſt he ſhould hap- 
pen to pronounce Some Modes. of Speech to 
be of Late Date, which are familiarly to be 
met with in thoſe Sacred Pages. For after all, 
ſhould his knowledge in Greek Learning prove 
never ſo great, yet it would not redound to 
his honour as a Divine, to appear well read 
in all'Sorts of Books, but thoſe it beſt be- 
comes him to be acquainted with, the Old and 
New Teſtament. 

I am of Opinion too, that it would not be 
amiſs, if for this Twelvemonth next to come, 
he read over Dr Hody's Yow once every Morn- 
ing: *tis a Good One, and thoſe who pretend 
to underſtand Secret Hiſtory tell us, it was 
made upon a very Proper Occaſion, I will 
inſert it here, both for Dr Bentley's Benefit, 
and Dr Hodys Honour ; who, it muſt be 
own'd, has ated up to it always, as a right 


good-natur'd Man, and an Excellent Scho- 
Jar, 


It 
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It is my Prayer to Heaven, 
That my Name may never appear in the Lift of Writers, 
Or that I may always write as becomes a Perſon 
Of Ingenuous and Liberal Education, 
And a Lover of ſound and uſeful knowledge ; 
A Searcber after Truth only, 
Without any Bitterneſs of Style ;, 
Good-natur'd, Civil, and Candid ; 
So far from being diſpos'd to any thing that is indecent, 
As not to be provoR'd to it ;, 


In ſhort, a Deſpiſer of Triſles (+). 


Next to this Short Yow of Dr. Hody's, 1 
know no ſmall Piece that will deferve his Re- 
fletions better, than Luciar's Lexiphanes 9. 
If he would read it often, take the good Ad- 
vice that Lucian gives there, of Sacrificing to 


the Graces, and to Perſpicnity (b); and fuffer 
ſome 


CC” 


(+) Faxit Numen, 

Ut vel zterno E2o filentio inter non ſcribentes deliteſcam, 
Vel ſemper, ut Virum Ingenuum, liberalis ac generoſ# 
Sducationis veraque Philoſophiz ſtudioſum decet, 

Scribam: 
Veritatis Unice Indagator, 
Ablque omni Styli acerbitate, 
Mitis, Urbanus, Candidus, 
Ad id quod indecens eſt ade non pronus, ut nec mevendus: 


Nugarum denique Contemptor. 
In fine Premon. ad Malalam. 


(a) Lexiphanes is the Name of a Famous Pedant, fond of Hard Words 
and Afﬀetted Expreſſions, Lucian, in a Dialogue of bis, gives a Vomit 
0 him, and brings 'em all up, one after another. Hu Diſeaſe # excel- 
lently well deſcrit”4 by Lucian in theſe words: Ovux aK06 ers oft ob y- 
3%); © nuas T3 voy arg rr wAlrras, x7 AITOY, Ges 14Mav £7w0 RALV 
Siakiyt); Srarpiowy Þ yAGTav, 6 Tan T2 danokom oviids, x; 
omedlut mult usy FT im avmitc, ws Sf 71 wie Oy & 1 EeviGots x) 79 ni 
Gents vewnue This cwvns meggtomor* Lu: in Lexiph. 

(b) Maaygz 3 bis mis Xe 1 75 Zaglweig. Id. ibid. 
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But that it did not, we have this further 
Reaſon to believe : that he quotes Lynceus Sa- 
mins, 1 the 46gth page, for a Paſſage, where- 
in this Cup is repreſented (not as a Corinthian, 
bur) an Athenian Invention : for thar, | think 
is the Natural Conſtruttion of Lyncews's words ; 
which I ſhall produce, and leave the Reader to + Lynceus 
judge of them *, Samius 5s 

brought in 

by Athenzvs ſayivg, that the Rhodians did ( *HIuntndas arndu- 
apy rLGS 21 @r;s Tas AJzyom Onpeaciss 3 work a fort of Cup 
(call d nSurznd'ss) in imitaticn of the Thericlean Cup, made at 
Athens, Ihs Expreſſa of Lynceus was probably in bis Fpiſilz Is 
Diagoras mention'd in anther place of Athenzus (p. 647+ where 
Lynceus does (2% Parking mer T& x7 Thy "A Tiuls £falpeTus 
MHVouera Tois & Ty Pſy) compare the fineſt Arheniay Manuta- 
ures with thoſe ot Rhodes, This implics, 1 think, that the Thericlean 
Cup was an Athenian invention z at I-aſt, we kave Lynceus Samius £ 
word for ir, no Contempitble Writer, and of pretty Eas ly Dare ;, & %*- 
ing the Scholar and Acquainrance of Theophraitus. 7 know the 18 01d 
(Tas *Abi771 Onpieaciss } are capable of another Senje 5 but it 1s 4 
ford and unatural one, 


Now if Lyncens Sanins's Teſtimony be re- 
ceiv'd, there's an end of Athenenus's Report 
about the Corinthian Potter. The Authors of 
that Report, whoever they were, might be as 
well out in the 7ime, as in the C o:mtry of 


* Thericles ; If he were no Corinthian, but an 


Athenian ; he might poſſibly be no Potter net- 
ther, but an Archon, or ſome Great Man : 
and the Thericleas Cups (as the 'Armyaid''s and 
Eaviids mention'd by Plitarch together with ; 
them *) might be call'd ſo from him, that * In Vita 
«24 *em firſt, and not from him that invenred 7* 
*em. Which their Size and Worth alſo 
would make vs apt to believe : for 4rhe- 
nens tells us, they were' Extraordinary _ 
an 
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and of a Vaſt Price ; and could therefore be 
the Purchaſe only of Great and Wealthy 
men, till the Rhodians found out a way of 
making *em Slight and Cheap ; and then they 
grew Commoner f : and therefore, I ſay, one 
would be ready to think that ſome great Man 
who firſt us'd em, gave 'em their name ; and 
not He that invented *em. And if the moſt 
Learned Mr Dodwell's Opinion about the Age 
of Phalaris take place, (whom I hear he brings 
down to the LXXth Olympiad) we have the 
mention of an Archon preſerv'd in Diodorns, 
who livd early enough to -give the Name to 
theſe Cups : for he muſt be, by this account, 
above Thirty Years Older than Phalars *. 


the 61ft ; as G2fure, Page the 147th of theſe Papers. 


But becauſe ſome of the Greek Comcadians, 
and from | hem the General Stream of Later 
Writers mentioning Thericles as a Potter, d1- 
rely oppoſe this account ; therefore I will not 
pretevd to build any tiing upon it, Indeed I 
need it ncr, in order to diſparage the Authori- 
ty of Athenaus : from wiat I have produc'd out 
of him, Ithink, it manifeſtly appears, that no 
Weight is to be laid upon wiat He ſays in the 
point, who talks ſo looſely and waveringly a« 
bout it, who produces Opinions on one ſide, 
and Opinions on t'other ; who takes up a Re- 
port, an Hearſay, in one page.and contradidt it 
by a Subſtantial Teſtimony from #1 Approved 
Author, in another : and is all ove» Inconfiſten- 
cy, and Confuſion, A Witneſs that thus talks 
forwards and backwards, in a breath, ought to 
be ſet aſide by conſent of both Parties; and 
leave 
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Fables of Eſop, Examiwd. 


ſome Skilful Friend to adminiſter to him the :; 


Emetic Dranght there preſcrib'd, it would do 
him a World of Service - by tlie -help of; this, 
Phyſick, and theſe Directions, well purſu'd, 
he might js time become a ſound Man agen; 
and ſpeak, and. write like the: reſt ot his 
Neighbours. 

But if he be too far gone in his Diſtemper 
to have a Thorough Cure made upon hiw, 
yet at leaſt it.is very poſlible, and very requi- 
ſite, that he ſhould advance fo far tawards it, 
as to purge his Style of all Inſulting Unbeco-; 
ming Terms, and -Injurious RefleQtions - for; 
if he carries on this Gritical, War in that Un- 
ſouldierly Way he hath hitherto done, and; 
throws out:bis Ruceneſſes: without, Decency- 
or Diſtintion, he may hap £n.to draw ſome 
Inconveniences-upon himſelt that he is: not 
awareof,  - | 

Eſpecially he ſhould take care, when the 
Angry Fit is upon him, not to vent it upon 
Great Bodies of Learned Men. A SingleWr1i- 
ter may be trampl'd upon now and then, and 
receive Correction from his Hand withour 
endeavouring to return it : but among Num- 
bers, there will always be found Some, who 
have Ability, and lnclination, and Leifure 
enough to do Themſelves and their Friends 
right upon the Injurer ; tho' he were a Cham- 
pion of ten times as much Strength and Prow- 
eſs, as Dr Bentley thinks himſelf to be. Be- 
ſides, Single Adverſariesdie, and drop off ; 
but Societiesare Immortal: their Reſentments 
are ſometimes deliver'd down from hand to 
hand ; and when once they have begua with a 
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* Diſſer. 
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money isno knowing when they will leave 

m. 

ITwere well too, if he would think it a 
point of Prudence to obſerve ſome Meaſures 
of Decency towards the Dead as well as the 
Living ; and not give himſelf that inſufferable_ 
Liberty of attacking their Reputation, and 
their Works, in hopes that no-body will be 
generous enough to ſtand up in their behalf, 
and ſpeak for thoſe, who cannot ſpeak for 
themſelves. He has defy'd Phalaris and us'd 
him very courſfely ; under the aſſurance, as he 
tells us, that he is out of his Reach * : Many 
of Phalaris's Enemies thought the ſame thing : 
and repented of their Vain Confidence after- 
wards in his Bull. Dr Bentley is , perhaps by 
this time, or will ſuddenly be ſatisfied, that 
He alſo has preſum'd a little too much upon 
tis Diſtance: but *tw1ll be too late to Repent, 
when he begins to Bellow. ' | 


Fubles of #ſop, Eximin'd. 


Since the third Imprefſion of theſe Papers 
was begun, there has fallen into my hands 
4 view of the Controverſie between Dr Bentley 
and me, in order to the manifeſtivg the incertitude 
of Heathen "Chronology. The Author has been 
very diligent atid Impartial in examining the 
Authorities on both ſides ; and has drawn 
from each bf us: proper inſtances to make 
good his opinion. I agree with him in his 
main concluſion ; and, as I am ready to make 
wſe'of the light he has given me, to correct 
any miſtakes of mine he has obſery'd, ſo I 
ſhall take the-liberty to ſet him right, where 1 
think he has miſtaken me. 


Where 1 ſay, We are ſure Zaleucus was a View + 
Pythagorean. *I 'mean no greater certainty 4** 


than may be warranted from the Authorities 
I produce ; and I'think the Poſitive aſſertions 

good Authors that exprelly ſay Pythagoras 
and Zaleucxs were Cotemporaries, more cer- 
tainly prove that they were ſo, than the dif- 
agreement of Writers about the age of Zalet- 
cxs argues that they were not ſo. The one's 
a dire proof of what'l adyance, the other 
is ſo remote and indirett, that *tis only a con- 
jeQure of the contrary. 


"By the madeubred Authority of Panſanias in v. p. 5. 


the place altedged, 1 don't mean, as the Au- 


thor of the View ' ſeems to underſtand me, 


that *tis certainly to he rely'd upon againſt 
Herodotus and T bycydides © but only that his 
teſtimony is expreſs and full as to the tirhe of. 
Zmancl?s changing its name ; whereas theirs is 
dubious and merely to be gueſt at from other 
citcumſtances int Hiſtory. As for thoſe emi- 
"brit Chyonologers who, 1 fay, fall in with this - 
O01 u 2 
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account of Pauſanias : they do ll agree 

him in placing [this change as (high as-Lcofi-, 
tend. for ; though they don't: all. punRually. 
agree to fix it in.the ſame Olympiad, They all. 
follow Pauſanias ( and pretend noyother Au- 
thority) tho' they either do not read him,;or 
don't underſtand him alike. - - Particularly 
Meurſins ( as well as Lydiat ) profeſſes to fol- 
low him ; th6 he corrects what'in.one place 
he thinks a falſe reading to- make him agree: 
with himſelf. They all put the 'cbange of the, 
name early -enonghgto juſtific the Letters. 
againſt Dr Bentley's exceptions; which way/all 


' the uſe I hadto make of that paſſage in Pay- 


ſanzas. | | 

ln. the 140th page of my [Book, where 1 
fay, Thoſe learned men who have taken pains. to: 
illuſtrate the Chronicon Marmorenm have, by the! 
concurrence of other Hiſtories, plainly ſhoton-that 
the. time of Sufario muſt fall between the 610th 
and 58gth year before Chriſt. I have npt ex+ 

preſs'd my ſelf ſo accurately,” but that my 
Reader might eaſily miſuuderſtand'/me-:;butmy 
meaning 1s only this, That rhey who- have ili-: 
ſtrated the Maible, have plainly ſhown that the 
Epocha, to which Sufario is there ;referr'd, muſt 
fall between the years 610 and 589 before the 
time of the firſt preaching of the Goypel. oth 
Ina Marginal Note, p. 166. I quote Eufe- 
bius for putting Syloy's Archonſhip a year 1a: 
ter than Soſccrares does; but, as this Gentleman 
obſerves, I ſhould have ſaid a year ſooner, 

He is pleas'd to tell me, 7 don't declare what. 
ground J have for the aſſurance, with which':I 
fay, that the Alceſtis of Phrynichus was ated 
befare Olymp. 67. Perhaps I expreſgd my ſelf 
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' Fablerof ſop,) Examir'd, A 
wr ſtrongly.-an that occaſion :: But fince I\ 
proy "4 ;Cotemporary with! Solow, 
_ was. Olymp. 45'!1 think I. mixhr: 
reaſonably preſume thiat, notwithſtanding Su 
das's date, Phrymichus writ:no Play fo late as 
Olymp. 69. i.e, abbve $01 yeium after his ac 
ſer 'Theſpss\ floarih'd.” | 
[After a paſſage'in Plaro that I produce'for+y, 
the antiquity.of Tragedy, þ ſiy,-the 'renſor' of 
Plato's 3mrodyoing' it ſews,” be — Tragedy 
as antient as. Minos;'” $ Author! 
upon conſulting Plato finds that the reaſor of his 
imroducing ir. ſhows no) ſuch thing , however,” 
F! ain tit of opinion it dots?! [For Minos ks 
Socrates, how nien came ty;have ſuch an- dpi-' 
nioh of his Severity. : -Socrares 'tells him the 
— Sora fixt> chat CharaQer upog'him 
for: Tragedy ſays:he, is extremely [antiet i 
Athens,, &c,: Now this obſerrition upon; the 
Antiquity of Tragedy is chat -very pertinent” 
niethinks, | unlefs' he would/intimate, that” It 
catne in qiickly: after Adjnos his time.:!! At; 
leaſt! he muſteriean thus much, think; ' [that 
Tragedy is as antient as the-opinion that 'had' 
lang prevaikd inthe: world concerning © M4" 
_ | ms probably before'the! Age” 
tho! places he among the Up 


Fray wu M 3! 


269 


V.p- 71+ 


p- = ſays.I miſtake in attempting to prove v. Þe 73 


Tragedy. Antient, by: its being * veckon'd among 
the funeral folemniries perform d'bythe Atheniaps, 

at the Tomb of 'PThefeus. Town ido; and the? 
Authority 'of Scabger 1 believe made me leſs: 
careful than I onght to have been : He jn his: 
Book about Poetry hastheſe words. Tragadian 
efſe rem Antiquam conſtat ex Hiſtoria ; ad The 
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ſt: WAmq ue ſepalchrum cert afſe Trapicos legimu} 
He quotes no-body for what.he ys, and per- 
haps I:was too ' hafty in not fully, conſidering 
the whole paſſage 'of Phurarcb in the Life 0 
Ciman, relating ro:this matter; -\ | 
.;M 1 ſhov'd allow my ſelf miſtaken in all 
thoſe Inſtances, wherein this Anthor thinks 
meſo; yet they do net in the leaft affet the 
main Argument'F! contend about.” For what- 
ever vſe may be made of *em to prove Chro- 
nology uncertain,and- me, among others, miſ-- 
in the accounts of tiine'l: follow z 'yet 
they do not leſſen the force of any objettions: 
L have made:ta Dr: Be»rley*s reaſonings againſt 
the Letters being/'genuine: which are. chiefly: 
built upon ſich grounds, as ithis:Author has: 
prov'd; are nat. torbe rely'& upon. - Andif 
Dr Zentley hitnfetffhav'd,by.the help of Chro« 
nologiesl Tables;-!and confronting one Au- 
thor with another; bring new Authorities: 16. 
balance mine 'iniſbch particulars npon which: 
the ſtreſs of the Cauſe does nor depend ;\ he 
may how perhaps, by that methad; 'that am 
ſometimes in. the wrong : but:he ;will' never 
prove,” that hes inthe right, /And, at that! 
rate, this Controverſie, which:of «ſelf is idle: 
enough,will graw: ſo dry ard fruirleſs,that no-- 
body 1 believe will expe it ſhow'd. be contis: 
nued : at leaſt; t dare fay, nobody iwill 'defire 
it ſhou'd be contiqu'd in that, heavy”. Bintloian 
way.” If any Reader therefore:can bear - the 
carrying on this iſpute:any:farther,. I fancy 
he will be glad torhave as many'trifles as 9s 
ſible cut off, and'rather-to have a view of the 
Dr's Picture in:Miniature; than that it ſtiou'd 
be again drawn eut.at full length. 
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